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PREFACE. 



TiiS writings of nooneol the leaders of the Ameri- 
can Revolution form a more complete expression of 
the caiifieii and juittification of that movement rhan 
do those of Samuel Adams. None of his contempo- 
raries was so closely identified with the agitation 
which preceded that crisis, or displayed at that 
time greater facility as a writer or more unquali- 
fied devotion to public affairs* In both the politics 
and the literature of the American Revolution his 
writings constitute a distinct and essential element. 
Asa recognised leader in the politics of his native 
town, as a member and also as clerk of the Massa- 
chusetts House of Rcpresen tat 1 vets, and later as a 
member of the Continental Congress, he was able 
to develop and to maintain a strong, and at times con^ 
trolling, inBucncc in the affairs of Massachusetts and 
of the new natioa By an active correspondence, by 
the preparation of many of^cial documents, and by 
numberless newspaper articles, he was able to guide 
and to ex|>r«is the sentiinimt of the American prov- 
inces as they prepared for the struggle which divided 
the empire. Throughout that contest, and thereafter 
even in his declining years, Adams remained quite 
continuously in public life, and his later writings 
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reflect the influenoe which he stilt exerted 

Pnidcncc as wr^ll a^ political necessity seems t*> 
have caustxl the (;arly destruction of many of the 
papers of AdamSn The dispersal of those which re- 
mained was more :han once threatened, but a large 
number of the^e were finally lodged permanently 
in the Lenox Library, and there increased by ac- 
cessions from other sources. In spite of the lapse 
of time, and the difficulties naturally incident to the 
initial coHection of such material, there is now pre- 
sented a substantially complete representation of the 
typical and effective literary work of Adams. Doubt- 
le^ a few anonymous or ofTicial papers by him, tlie 
authorship of which is now indeterminate, are omitted, 
and the series of articles in the Ind^prndcni Adver- 
tiser^ which arc attributed to Adams by Wells, but 
which constitute no pari of Ms real life work, arc 
excluded. A few unimportant letters are also ex- 
cluded, and the existence of Aome obscure texts, 
now owned privately, will probiibiy be brought to 
light by the appearance of this collection. The 
manuscripts contained in that portion of the Bancroft 
collection cited as *" Samuel Adams Papers " arc to a 
large extent drafts, as that printed on page ^4, but 
dieir very substantial value is shown by the close 
similarity between the draft and the final document, 
as appears from the texts priuti^d at pages 59 and 48. 
TheannotationsindicatinfT the text from which each 
document has been printed serve to show in detail the 
extent to which this collection has been made possible 
by the assistance of others. Through the courtesy 
of the Director of the " New Yori; Public Library, 
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Astor, Lenox, and Tilden Foundations." the import- 
ant collections in his charge, especially that formed by 
Gcorgp Udncmft, tiave been made readily available. 
This portion of the work has been faciliuced, in a 
marked dcf^rec, by the long-continued and helpful 
attention of Mr. Wilbcrforce Eamcs and hi» efficient 
a-s^i^canu at ihe Lenox Library, to whom I am 
under an especial obligation. The privilege of using 
the valuable collections of the Adams family at 
Quincy. Massachusetts, has been promptly granted 
by Mr. Charle*; Franci** Adams, and the opportunity 
has been enhanced by his personal interest and guid< 
ancc; The Earl of Dartmouth has kindly permitted 
copies to be msde of several letters in his collections, 
and Mr, John Boyd Thacher has likewise given 
assistance from his private collection. The unique 
printed and manuscript collections of the Massachu- 
setts Historical Society, have proved of material 
value in connection with tlie work. The otTicers 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania and of 
the American Pliilusofihical Society, at Philadelphia, 
have generously thrown open their collections, from 
each of which a number of important texts have been 
secured. By the kindness of the officers of the Con- 
necticut Historical Society the Roger Wolcoti and 
Oliver Wolcott papers, and also the large and un- 
usually varied and interesting correspondence of 
Jemiiiah Wadswortli, have been examined, although 
in none of them has been found any manuscript b^* 
Adams, Important texts have been secured from 
the manuscripts of the Boston Public Library, the rare 
newspaper Ales of which have also been freely used 
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From his colleclion, now in the sainp library, the late 
Mellen Chamberlain contributed a number of texis. 
Certain manuscript and other materials in the Librar>" 
of Harvard iJniv<^rsity have been examined, and ihe 
facilities of the Library of Columbia University have 
throughout the work been at my disposal Assist- 
ance has been secured from public records, notably 
in ihc Archives Bureau of the State of Massachu- 
eetls. In the office of the City Clerk of Boston 
access has been g^nted to the town records and 
original town papers relating to the period of the 
Revoiuttor. In the State Librar)' of New York ihe 
Clinton Papers and a portion of the colonial manu- 
scripts have been examined, and at the Department 
of Stale use has been made especially of the Papers 
of the Continental Congress. For all the privileges 
thus granted^ and for assistance in other quarters, 
I am very grateful. I desire also to express my obli- 
gation to Prcjfessor Frank J. Goodnow, of Columbia 
University. 

H. A, C 
April 16, 1904- 
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77/f WRITINGS OF 

SAMUEL ADAMS. 



INSTRUCTIONS or THE TOWN OF BOSTON TO ITS REPRF- 
SZNTATIVES IN THE CENEBW. COVRT. MAY. \^i>A^ 

[MS.. Boiton Public Libnrj' ; a UxS. ppport in H«ton Kvcord Commiuioii' 

The Com'^appoinifrf! yc 15 day of May lo prepare 
Inslnjclions for tht Representatives report the follow- 
ing Draft. 

To Royall Tyler James Otis Thoinas Ctishing & 
Oxenbriilgo Thather Esq**. 

GfcNTLCMliN 

Your being chosen by the I'reeholders S: Inhabi- 
lants of the Town of Boston to represent them in the 
General Assembly the tmsuini; year, affords you the 
strongest Testimony of that Confidence which they 
place in your Integrity & Cap;icity. By tiiU Choice 
they have deleg^ited to you the Power of :icting 
in their pubhck Concerns in general as your own 
Fnidcnce shall direct you ; always reserving to 

I Th« nnnltiM, vhl^h um <.ppoin[«d on Miy 1;, >7<U' ^nd whuli rrponH 
thric ituDucboni on May H- c^^TLikkied t<1 Kictdrd Uan*, Jjattmcl Adnou* John 
RnddtKl, NAllunicI Bcllmi;ie irnj JlkijIi Green. 

X 
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themselves the constitutional Right of expressing their 
mind & giving you fresli Instruction upor particular 
Matters as they at any time shall judge proper. 

Wc therefore your Constituents take this oppor* 
tunity to dt^clare our just Expectations from you. 

That you will constantly use your Power & Influ- 
ence in maintaining the invaluable Rights & Privi- 
leges of the Province, of which this Town is so great 
a Part : As well those Rights which are derivd to us 
by the royal Charter, as those which being prior to & 
independent on it, we hold essentially as free born 
Subjects of Great Brhtain. 

That yoLi will endeavor as far as you shall be able 
to preserve that Independence in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, which characterizes a free People, & the 
want of which may in a great Measure prevent the 
happy Effects of a free Government : Cultivating as 
you shall have Opportunity that Harmony & Union 
there which is ever desirable to good men when 
founded in Principles of Virtue &. piiblick Spirit ; & 
guarding against any undue weight which may tend 
to disadjust that critical Ballance upon which our 
h^ippy Constitution & the Blessings of it do depend. 
And for this Purpose wc particularly recommend it 
to you to use your Endeavors to have a Law passed 
wherehy the Seats of such Gentlemen as sball accept 
of Po^ts of Profit from ihe Crown or the Governor 
while they are Members of the House shall be vacated, 
agreeable to an Act of the Brittish Parliament, tilUheir 
Constituents shall have the Opportunity of re-electing 
themif they please or of returning others in their room. 

Being Members of the Legislative Body, you will 
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have a special Regard to the Morals of this People, 
which are the Basis of publick Happiness ; & en- 
deavor to have such Laws made if any are still want- 
inj; -IS sh^LlI be best adapted to secure them : and w*^ 
particularly desire you carefully to look into the Laws 
of Excise, that if the Virtue of the People is cndan* 
gf*rd by the Mtjhipticity of Oaths thi;rpin enjoynd or 
their Trade & Business is unreasonably impeded or 
cmbarrassd thereby, the Grievance may be rcdrcssd. 

As the Preservation of Morals as wdl as Property 
& Right, so much depends upon the impartial Distri- 
bution of Justice, agrcablc to ^ood & wholesom 
^Law : and as the Judges of the Land do depend upon 
r the free Grants of ihe General Assembly for Support ; 
It is incumbent upon you at all times to give your 
Voice for their honorable Maintenance so long as 
they, having in their minds an Indifference to all 
other Affairs, shall devote themselves wholly to the 
•Duties of their own Department, and the further 
Study of the Law, by which their Customs Precc- 
dents Proceedings & Determinations are adjusted Sc 
limited. 

• You will joyn in any Proposals which may be made 
for the heltt^r cultivating the Lands & improving the 
Husbandry of the Province : And as you represent a 
Town which lives by itt Trade we expect in a very 
particular Manner that you make it the Object of 
your Atlenliun, to support cur Commerce in all its 
just Rights, to vindicate it from all unreasonable Im- 
positions & promote its Prosperity — Our Trade has 
for a long lime labord under great Discouragements ; 
& it is with the deepest Concern thai we sec such 
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furtlicr Difficulty^ cominy upon it as will reduce it to 
the lowest Ebb, if not totally obstruct & niin xx.. We 
cannot ht:Ip expressing our Surprize, Uiat when so 
early Notice was given by the Agent of the Intentions 
of the Ministry to burthen us with new Taxes, so little 
Regard was had to this most interesting Matter, that 
the Court was not even called together to consuh ' 
about it till the latter enJ of y' Year: tlie Conse- 
quence of which was^ that Instructions coutd not be 
sent to the Agents tho soUicitcd by him, till the Evil 
hat] gol beyond an easy Remedy. There i.s now no 
Room for further Delay : We therefore expect that 
you will use your earliest Endeavors in the Gen^ As- 
sembly, that such Methods may be taken as will ef- 
fectually prevent these Proceedings against us. By a " 
proper Repi^esentalion we apprehend it may easily be 
made to appear that such Sevcritys will prove detri- 
mental to Great Brittain itself; upon which Account 
we have Reason to hope that an Application, even for 
a Repeal of the Act, should it be already passd, will 
be successful^ It is the Trade of the Colonys, that 
renders them Ixneficial to the Mother Country : Our 
Trade, as it is now, & always has been conducted, 
centers in Great l^ritlain, K in Return (or her Manu- 
factures affords her more ready Cash, beyond any 
Comparison, than can possibly be expected by the 
most sanguine Promoters of these extraordinary 
Methods, We are in short uliimately yielding large 
Supplys to the Revenues of ihe Mother Country, 
while we are laboring fora verj- moderate Subsistence 
for ourselves, Bui if our Trade is to be curtaild in 
lis most profitable Branches, & Burdens beyond all 
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possible Bearing, laid upon that which is sufFertl to 
remain, we shall be so far from being able to tiikc off 
the maniif^clures of Great Brittain, that ii will Ise 
scarce possible for us to earn oar Bread, — But what 
still heightens our apprehensions is, tliat these unex- 
pected Proceedings may be preparatory to new Taxa- 
tions upon us: For if our Trade may be taxed why 
not our Lands ? Why not the Produce of our Lands 
& evcr^' thing we possess or make use of ? This we 
apprehend annihilates our Charter Rij^ht to govern 
& lax ourselves — It strikes at our Brittish Privileges. 
which as we have never forfeited them, wc hold in 
common with our Fellow Subjects who are Natives 
of Brittain :^ If Taxes are laid upon us in any shape 
without our having a legal Representation where they 
arc laid, are we not reducd from the Character of free 
Subjects to the miserable Slate of tributary Slaves 2^ 

We therefore earnestly recommend it to you to use 
your utmost Endeavors, to obtain in the Gen' As- 
sembly all necessary Instructions & Advice to our 
Agent at this most critical (Juncture) ; that while he 
13 setting forth the unshaken Loyalty of thi^ Province 
& this Town — its unrivald lixcrCions in supporting 
His Majesiys Governm' & Rights in this pan of 
his Dominions — its acknowlegd Dependence upon & 
Subordination to Great Brittain, & the ready Sub- 
mission of its Merchants to all just & necessary 
Regulations of Trade, he may be able in the mofith 
humble & pressing Manner Co remonstrate for us all 
those RigliLs & Privileges which justly belong to us 
cither by Charter or Binh. 

As His Majcstys other Nothem American Colonys 
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are embarkd with us in this most important Bottom, 
we further desire you to use your Endeavors, that 
thf^^r VVHghl may be adiled to that of this Province: 
that by the united Applications of all who are ag- 
gricvd, All may happily obtain Redress 

■You will remember that this Province hath been 
at a very great Expence in carrjinj; on the late War ; 
& that it still lies under a vcrj- grievous Burden of 
Debt : You will therefore use your utmost Endeavor 
to promote publick Frugality as one Means to lessen 
the publick Debt- And we recommend as worthy 
yuur i^Kirlicutar Attention, whether Any Expence can 
now be necessar)' to maintain the Garrison Service 
on our Eastern Frontier: considering that wc are 
now in a State of profound Peace; Our french Ene- 
mies being totally subdued : & there being hardly 
any Remans of the Indian Tribes, ever again to 

annoy us 

All which is submited &c. 

By order of y* Com" 

Ri*^ Dana. 

The Com*" do further report the following Votea. 
Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to permit 
the Small Pox to prevail in this Town, wherebj- the 
Inhabitants have b**en great Sufferers, as well by 
the Extraordinary Expence it hath occasioned as by 
Loss of Business ; therefore voted that the Rcpre- 
^ntatives be desired in behalf of the Town Assembly 
to move that the Gen* A<;seaibly would afford uk such 
Rcliefe under our Distress as they in their great 
Goodnc33 shall think proper. 
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Whereas it is conccivd that the Selectmen of the 
Town arc not suflicicnily impowcnl by the Laws al- 
ready in being, to take such Steps as may be neces- 
tjary to prevent the Inhabitants of other Towns from 
bringing & spreading Infectious Distempers among 
tts; tht^rt^forc voted that the Representatives b*; de* 
sired to use therr Enclt^avors to obtain such addi- 
tional Power to be given to the Selectmen as the 
Gener<il A^enibly in their wisdom shall think proper 
to invest them with 

The above Report having been read several Times, 
and debate had therein — the Question was put. 
Whether the Town will accept of said Draft of In- 
structions^ Passed in the aflirmative- 

Thc above Report having been read^the Question 
put— WheUier the Town will accept thereof — 
^assed in the affinnative. 



INSTRUCTIONS OF THE TOWN DP BOSTON TO ITS REPKB- 
SEKTATIVESrX THE GENERAL COt;HT. SEPTKMBER, 1765." 

[US., Office «J ihB Ctty Clnk of Bnton ; i modiliBd lot iv |i;iv0n in 8w]««t 
CommJHjvncn' HciHirt. vul, 16, pp. 155, 15& ; a i«kI. *■ ftUn>ltfJ ^T 
I Cooper, TiTwn C\cik. w*» iirliUcil in the Bfitlon (iauilt. Scpicmtxr 

To the Hon** James Otis Esq'. Tho* Cushiiig Esq' 
& M' Tho' Gray- 

At a Time when the British American Subjects 
arc every where londly complaining of iubJlrary & 

>Th* GonnitMv, which w«i ftppotpied m 5«picvb«f iv, i7<^5, nd whidh 
rtpmlvd ebfl*? latlraetbiu «n Sff|Mnrib«r iS, <oa*bAed ot SaibiwI vr«||i. 
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unconsUtutiortal Innovations, llie Town of Boston 
cannot any longer remain silent, without just Impu- 
tation of inexcuseable Neglect. ^ We therefore the 
Freeholders & other Inhabitants, being legally as- 
sembled in Faneuil Hall, to consider what Steps 
are necessary for us to take at this alarming Crisis, 
tlunk it proper to communicate to you our united 
Sentiments, &. to give you onr Instruction lliere* 
upon, 

It fills us with very great Concern to find, that 
Measures have been adopted by the British Ministry, 
& Acts of Parliament made, which press hard upon 
our invalueable Rights & Libcrtys, & tend greatly 
to distress the Trade of the Province by which wc 
have heretofore been able to cnntrihiite so large a 
Share toward:* the eririchir^^ir *^f 'be Mother Country. 

But we are more particularly alannd & astonishd 
at the Act. called the Stamp Act, by which a very 
grievous & we apprehend unconstitutional Tax k to 
be laid upon the Colony. 

By the Royal Charter granted to our Ancestors. 
the Power of making Laws for our internal Govern- 
ment, & of lev>'ing Taxes, Is vested in the General 
Assembly : And by the same Charter the Inhabitants 
of this Province are entitled to all the Rights & Privi- 
Jeges of natural free born Subjects of Great Britain : 
The most essential Rights of British Subjects are 
those of being represented in the same Body which 
exercises the Power of levying Taxes upon them, & 
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Rkbud Daiia. Johci Rvwc. fdimtc] Aduou. JoLii Erring, Jr, Ti>Ki)b (irecii*nJ 
John Ruilitotk A portkiTi of ihe nmt la ihc lut pangraph of ihcir rrpon, 
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jfisl 



SAAfUEL ADAMS. 



of having their Property tryed by Jurys : Thcac arc \Jf^^ 
the very Pillars of the British Constitution founded 1/ 
in the common Rights of Mankind. Jt is certainj 
that wc were in no Sense represented in the Parlia- -¥" 
mcnt of Grrat Rritaln when this Act of Taxation was 
madcjJAnd it is also certain that this Law admttts 
of our Propcrtys being tryd, in Controversys arising 
from internal Concerns, by Courts of AdmJrailry, .J. 
without A Jury, It follows, that at onre. it annihi* 
lates the most valucable Privileges of our Charter, 
deprives us of the most essential Rights of Britons. 
& ^ri'Mly wrakt'ns iht? bt^st Security of our Lives 
Libertys & Estates; which may hereafter be at the 
Disposal of Judges, who may be Strangers to us. & 
perhaps malicious, mercenary, corrupt & oppressive. 

But admiting th^t wc had nu Complaints oF thi!; 
Nature^wc should siill have Reason to except a];;ainst 
%\it Inequaltfy oi these Taxes ^— It is well known Chat 
the People of this Province havr not only settled thi* 
Cmmtry, but enlarcjd S: defended the Uriiish Domin- 
ion in America, with a vast Kxpence of Treasure & 
Blood: They have exerted themselves in the most 
distingui^ihed Services for their King ; by which they 
have often been rcducd to the greatest Distress : And 
in the late War more especially, by their surprizing 
Exertions, they have bro't upon themselves, a Debt 
almost insupportable: And we are well assured, that 
if these expensive Services, for which very little if 
any Advantage hath ever accrued to themselves, to* 
gcther with the necessary Charge of supporting & 
defending his Majestys Government here, had been 
duly estimated. The Moneys dcsignd to be drawn 
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from us by this Act, would have appeard greatly 
beyond our Proportion. 

\Vt^ look upon it as 'a peculiar hamlship, that when 
the Represeniative Body ol this Province, had pre- 
pare! & sent forward^ a descent Remonstrance against 
thes<* Procredings, whilr they were depentling in the 
Hnii!^e of Commons, ii faild of Admittance Uiltc : 
And this we esteem the more extraordinriry, inasmuch 
as, being unrepresented, it was the only Method 
wht^rcby they could make known, thfnr Objections to 
McaHures, in the Event of which their Cuostituents 
were to be so deeply interested. 

Moreover this Act, if carried into Execution, will 
bt^txjmc a further Grievance to us, as it will afford a 
Precedent for the Parliament to tax us, in all future 
Time, & in all such Ways & Measures, as they shall 
jud^e meet without our corsenL 

We therefore ihinlc it our indispensable Duly, in 
Justice to our Selves & Posterily, as it is our un- 
doubted Privilege, in the most open & unrescrvd, but 
decent & respectfull Terms, to declare? our greatest 
Dissatisfaction with this Law: And we think it in-' 
cumbent upon you by no means to joyn in any pub- 
lick Measures (or countenancing & assisting in the * 
Execution of the same; But to use your best En- 
deavors in the General Assembly, to have the inherent, 
unalienable Rights of the People of this Province, 
asserted & vindicated & left upon the publick Ke* 
eorils; that Posterity may never have Reason to 
charge the present Times, with the Guilt of t;imely 
giving them away. 

It affords us the greatest Satisfaction to hear, thai 
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the Congress proposd by the House of Representa- 
tives of this Province, is consented to by the rcpre- 
scatativcs of most of the other Colonys on the 
Continent: — We have the wannest Expectations 
from the united Councils of that very respectable 
CoiTiittce: And wc may with the strictest Propriety, 
injoyn upon M' Oiis. a Member of the same, being 
also one of the Representatives of this Town, to con- 
tribute the utmost of his Ability, in having the Rights 
of the Colonys stated in the clearest View, & laid 
before the Parliament; & in preparing a humble 
Petition to the King, our Sovereign & Father, 
under whose gracious Care & Protection, we have 
the strongest Reason to hope, that the Rights 
of the Colonys in general, & the particular Char. 
ter rights of this Province, will be confirmed & per- 
petuated. 

We further instruct you, to take particular Care, 
that the best Oeconomy may be used, in expending 
the publick money ; and that no unaccustomd Grants 
may be nmdc to those who serve the Government — 
(ll is particularly our opinion that a very great Ex- 
pence in maintaining Forts & Garrisons at the East- 
ern Parts of the Province may well be saved. For 
as the French in Canada are now totally subdued to 
his Majesty the [ndians can no longer be tempted to 
take scalps & Captives, for the sake of making Gains 
of theni. as they formerly have done in times of 
Peace. & bcsidt^s they are themselves reducd to so 
small a number as to render it impracticable for them 
ever to molest us). 

And we in ^ejteral recommend to your Care, thai 
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the moneys of the Province drawn from the indi- 
viihials of the People at a time when ahiiost every 
Avenue of our Trade is obstructed, may rot be 
appi)'d lo any other purposes, under any pretence, of' 
nccessar)' contingent Charges, hut what are evidently 
intended in the Act for supplying the Treasur}' 
By order of the Cotftittee 

Samuel Wells, 



KfiSOLUTlOS OK THE TOWN OF BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 

IB, 1765- 

[MS., HQiLen CluinbcrlJiin CnUeciicn, Bcaion Public iJbnir; A lexi \k Itt 
SoatOQ K«wtl CommiviDii«n' KcjwtIh vat. lb, p, tSJ,] 

On a motion made & seconded at the above Meet- 
ing it was unanimously voted 

That The Hon " James Olis Esq, Moderator 
The Hon ^' Samuel Wells 
Harrison Grey 
Royal Tyler Esq, 
Joshua Hen^ihaw Esq 
John Rowe Esq & 
M' Samuel Adams 

*bc a Coiinmittcc to draw up & transmit, by the 
first Opportunity, to the Right Honorable General 
Conway, now ore of His Majestys principal Secretarj'S 
of State, and to Coll^ Isaac Barre, a member of 
Parhamcnt. several adrcsscs humbly expressing the 
sincere Thanks, of this Metropolis of Hrs Majestys 

' Frmn thu poini tt< okuvwript ii ia the buidwritiDe at Adam*- 
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ancietit & loyal Province of the Massachusetts Bay, 
/or their noble, generous & truly patriotic Speeches, 
at the last Session of Parliament, in favor of the 
Colony^ their Rights & Privileges: And that correct 
Copys of the same be desired, that they may he re- 
positcd* among our most precious Archives, Also 
voted that those Gentlemeas Pictures as soon as they 
can be obtaind, be placd in Faneiiil Hall, as a slaiid- 
tng monument, to all Posterity, of the Virtue & Justice 
of our Benefactors. & a lasting Proof of our Gratitude. 




ANSWER OF THE HOUSE OF RK PRESENT AT IVES OF MASSA- 
CHUSETTS TO THK tOVKKNOR'S SPKHCH OCTUBKk 

[HwachiKttt* sou rofwrt. pp, 43-4»<}* 

May it pifasa your ExceUtncy, 

The House of Representatives have entered into a 
due consideration of your speech to both houses at 
tht; 0|wninj; of this session ; and should have earlier 
communicated to your Excellency our sentiments 
thereupon, had not tlie late sudden and unexpected 
adjournment prevented it. 

We must confess, that after your Excellency had 
called us together in pursuance of the unanimous ad* 
vice of a very full Council, wc were in hope-s you 
would have given the assembly time then to have 
considered the critical state of die province, and 

*AKt{bc(! hf KoichlrKDB, Btncroll wtd WcUk 10 Sftraqal Adutnt, and bj 
OlW lo Jvlia Atluni, 

' Hy ihi> fiLnniiiif iii1« irilT bv dlvd " ^|>f>rchM of Ihc narrtncn of Mhiu' 
«hiiutu. fruin i;b^ ia 177} Uotton, iBiS," 
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determined what was proper to be done also difHcult 



and datigci 



ncture. 
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Your Excellency tells us. that the province seems 
to be upon the brink of a precipice! A sight of its 
danger is iheit neL^essary for lis preservation. To 
despair of the commonweal ih^ is a certain presage of 
its fall Your Excellency may be assured, that the 
repr<'^eiuativcs of the people are awake to a sense 
of its danger, and their utmost prudence will not be 
wanting to prevent its ruin. 

We indeed could not have thought that a weak- 
ness in the executive power of the province had been 
any part of our danger, had not your Excellency 
made such a declaration in your speech. Certainly 
the General Assembly have done every thing incum- 
bent on them : and laws are already in being for the 
support of his Majesty's authority in the province. 
Your Excellency doth not point out to us any defect 
in those laws; and yet you are pleased to say, that 
the executive authority is much too weak. Surely 
you cannot mean, by calling the whole legislative, in 
aid of the executive authority, that any new and 
extraordinary kind of power should by law be consti- 
tuted, to oppose such acts of violence as your Excel- 
lency may apprehend from a people ever remarkable 
for their loyalty and good order ; though at present 
uneasy and discontented^ If. then, the laws of the 
province for the pRservation of his Majesty's peace 
are already sufficient, your Excellency, we are very 
sure^ need not to be told, to whose department it 
solely belongs lo appoint a suitable number of magis- 
trates to put those laws in execution, or remove them 
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in case of failure of their duly herein- And we hope 
this import&at trust will remain with safety to the 
province, where the constitution has lodged it- 

Your Excellency is pleased to tell us, that declara- 
tions have been made and still subsist, that the act 
of I'arliamcnt for granting stamp duties in the colo- 
nieji, shall not be executed within this province. We 
know of no such declarations. If any individu^Us of 
the people have declared an unwillingness to subject 
themselves to the payment of the stamp duties and 
choose rather to lay aside all business than make use 
of the stamped papers, a^i we arc not accountable 
for such declarations, &o neither can we sec anything 
criminal in them. This House has no :iulhorily to 
control their choice »:i"thi'i niaLler; the act docs not 
oblige them to make use of the papers ; it only exacts 
the payment of certain duties for such papers as they 
may incline to use. Such declarations may possibly 
have been made, and may still subsist, very consist- 
ently with the utmost respect to the King and 
Parliament. 

Your Excellency has thought proper to enumerate 
very minutely the inconvcnicncics that may ariac from 
the slumped papers not being distributed among the 
people ; with respect to some of which your lo%'e and 
concern for the province leads you to fear more for 
us tlun we do for ourselves. We cannot think your 
Excellency would willingly aggravate our dangers; 
we are not in particular so alarmed, as your Excel- 
lency seems to be, with the apprehension of the hand 
o{ violence being let loose. Your Excellency, upon 
recollection, will find that all papers relative to crown 
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matters are exempt from stan^pa, The persons of his 
Majesty'!* jjood subjetls will siill remain secure from 
injury. That spirit which your Excellency tells us 
attacks reputations and pulls clown houses, will yet 
be curbed by the l.iw. The estates of the people will 
remain guarded from theft or open violerce. There 
will be no danger of force of arms becoming the only 
governing power. Nor shall wc realize what your 
Excellency is pleased to call a ^tate of general out- 
lawry- This we think necessary to be observed, 
without a particular consideration of all the conse- 
quences which your Excellency fears, to prevent, if 
possible, :iny wrong impressions from fixinp in the 
minds of ill disposed persons, or remove thein if 
already fixed. 

You are pleased to say, that the stamp act is an act 
of Parliament, and as such ought to be obsen'ed. 
This House, sir, has too great a reverence for the su- 
preme legislature of the nation, to question its just 
authority : It by no means appertains to us to pre- 
sume to adjust the boundaries of the power of Parlia- 
ment; but boundaries there undoubtedly are. Wc 
hope we may without offence, put your Excellency in 
mind of that most grievous sentence of excommuni- 
cation, solemnly denounced by the church, in the 
name of the sacred trinity, in the presence of King 
Henry the Third, and the estates of the realm, against 
all. those who should make statutes, or observe them, 
being made contrary to the liberties of the Magna 
Cliarta. We ;ire ready lo think that those 2ealous 
advocates for the constitution usually compared their 
acts of Parliament with Magna Charta ; and if it e\-cr 
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happened that such act* were made as infringed upon 
the rights of that charter, they were always repealed. 
We have the same confidence in the rectitude of 
the present Pariiamcnt ; and therefore cannot but bt 
surpriied at an Intiniaiion in your >ipcrech, that they 
will require a siibmitjsion to an act a^ a preliminary 
lo their granting relief from the unconstitutional bur- 
dens of it ; which we apprehend inchides a suy^^t^stion 
in it far from your Excellency's design, and supposes 
such a wanton exercise of mere arbitrar>' power, as 
ought never to be surmised of the patrons of liberty 
and justice 

Furthcnnore, your Excellency tells us that the 
right of the I'arlianicnt to make laws for the American 
colonies remains indisputable in Westminst<:r. With- 
out contending this point, we beg leave just to observe 
that the charter of the province invents the General 
As^Tirnibiy with ihv. power of making la»v^ for its in- 
ternal government and taxation; and that this charter 
has never yet been forfeited. The Parliament has a 
right to make all laws within the limits of their own 
couiuitmion : they claim no more. Your Excellency 
will acknowled^^e that there are certain original in- 
herent rights belonging to the pcoplt:, which the Par- 
liament it>^1f cannot divert them of, consistent with 
their own constitution : among these i^ the right of 
representation in the same body which exercigcs the 
power of taxation. There is a necessity that th*: sub- 
jects of America should exercise this power within 
themselves, otherwise lhe>' car have no share in that 
most essential right, for they arc not represented in 
P;Hrliainenf, a!*d indeed w^ t!Tiuk it ^inpi;;ciic^iii!e. 
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Yojr Excellency's assertion leads u& to think that 
yon are of n dilTerent mind wilh regar^i to this very 
material point, and that you suppose we are repre- 
sented ; but the sense of the nation itself seems 
always to have been otherwise. The right of the 
colonies to make their own laws and lax themselves 
lias been never, that we know of, questioned ; but 
has been constantly recognized by the King and Par- 
liament. The very supposition that the Parliament, 
through tht*. supreme powf^r over the subjects of Brit- 
ain universally, should yet conceive of a despotic 
power within themselves, would be most disrespect- 
ful ; and we leave it to your Excellency's considera- 
tion, whether to suppose an indisputable right In any 
(Tovernmept, to tax the subjects without their con- 
sent, docs not include the idea of such a power. 

May it phase your Bxiflitncy, 

Our dut>' to the King, who hold<; the rights of all 
his subjects sacred as his own prerogative; and our 
love to our constituents and concern for their dearest 
interests, constrain us to be cxplitit upon this very 
important occasion. We beg that your Excellency 
would consider the people of this province as having 
the strongest afTection for his Majesty, under whose 
happy government they have felt all the blessings of 
liberty: They have a warm sense of honor, freedom 
and independence of the subjects of a patriot King : 
the^ have a just value for those inestimable rights 
which are derived to all men from nature, and are 
happily interwoven in the British constitution : They 
esteem it sacnkgc for them ever to give them up; 
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and rather than lose them, ihey would willingly part 
with every thing else- We deeply regret it, that the 
Parliament has seen fit to pass such an act as the 
stamp act : we flatter ourselves that the hardships of 
it will shortly appear to them in such a point o\ light 
as shall induce them in their wisdom to repeal it : In 
the meantime we must beg your Excellency to excuse 
us from doing any thing to assist in the execution of 
jl : Were we, in order to avoid assertions, to resolve 
what w^ have to say on this head inta mere qnesiions. 
^% should with all humility ask, whether it would be 
possible for us to add any weight to an act of that 
most ^iiigust body the Parliament? whether it would 
not be construed as arrogance and presumption in us 
to attempt it? whether your Excellency can reason- 
ably expect that the House of Representatives should 
be active in bringing a grievous burden upon their 
constituents? Such a conduct fn us would be to 
oppose the serlimcnls of the people whom we repre- 
sent, and the declared instruction of most of them. 
They complain thai some of the mo«t essential rights 
of Magna Chartn, to which as British subjects they 
have an undoubted claim, are injured by it: that it 
wholly cancels the very conditions upon which our 
ancef;tors settled this country, and enlarged his Majes- 
ty's dominions, with much toil and blood, and at their 
sole expense; that it is totally subversive of the 
happiest frame of subordinate, civil government, ex- 
pressed in jOur charter, which amply secures to the 
Crown our allegiance, to the nation our connection, 
and to ourselves ihe indefeasible rights o[ Britons: 
that it tends to destroy tliai mutual confidence and 
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afTeclion, as well as that equality which ought ever to 
subsist among all his Majesty's subjects in his wide 
and extended empire : that it may be made use of as 
3 precedent for their fellow subjects in Britain for the 
future, to demand of them what part of their estates 
they shall think proper, and the whole if they please : 
that it invffsts a single jud^e of the admiralty, with a 
power to try and deteniune their property in contro- 
versies arisinj^ from internal concerns, without a jury, 
contrary to the v«ry expression of M;igna Ciiarta ; 
that no freeman ^hall be amerced, but by the osth of 
good and lawful men of the vicinage: that it even 
puts it in the powcrof an informer to carry a supposed 
offender more than two chotisand miles for trial ; and 
whatisthe wor^tof all evils, if his Majesty's American 
subjects are not to b<: j^ovcrned, according to the 
known stated rules of the constitution, as thostr in 
Britain are, it is greatly to be feared that their minds 
may in time become disaffected ; which we cannot 
even entertain the most distant thought of wilhoul 
the grE:aicst abhorrence. We are truly sorry that 
your Excellency has never made it a part of your 
business to form any judgment of this act ; especially 
as you have long known what uneasiness the most 
distant prospect of it gave to his Majesty's good sub- 
jects in America, and of this province, of which you 
arc substituted to be the head and father. Had your 
Excellency thought it proper to have seasonably en- 
tered into a disquisition of the policy of it, you would, 
we doubt not, have seen that the people's fears were 
not without good foundation : and the love and con- 
cern which you profess to have for them, as well as 
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your duty to his Majesty, whose faithful subjects they 
are, might have been the most powerful motives to 
your Excellency to have expressed your sentiments 
of it early enough to those whose infiucnce brought 
il into being. 

We cannot help expressing our great uneasiness, 
that after mentioning some violences cotnmitled in 
the town of Boston, your Excellency should ask this 
House whether such proceedings are consistent with 
the dutiful, humble and loyal representations which 
wc propose should be made. We are sure your Ex- 
cellency w!ll not expressly charge us with encourag- 
ing the late disturbances; and yet to our unspeakable 
surprise and astonishment, we cannot but sec. that by 
fair imptication it i\^^y be argued from the manner of 
expression, that an odium was intended to be thrown 
on the province. We inht;rit from our ancestors the 
highest relish for civil lilHTty ; but wc hope never 
to see the time when it shall be exjwdi^rnt to conntc- 
aancc any methods for its preservation but such as 
arc l^fal and regular When our sacred rights arc 
infringed, uc feel the grievance, but wc understand 
che nature of our happy constitution too well, and 
entertain too high an opinion of the virttac andjustice 
of the supreme legislature, to encourage any means 
of rcdre^ing it, but what are juf^tifiable by the const!* 
tution. We must therefore consider it as unkind for 
your Excellency to cast such a reflection on a prov- 
ince whose unshaken loyalty and indissoluble at< 
lachment to his Majesty's most sacred person and 
government was never before called in question, and 
wc hope in God, never will again. Wc should rather 
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have thought your Excellency would have expressed 
your satisfaction in presiding over so loyal a people, 
who in that part of the government where the vio- 
lences were committed, before there was time for 
them to be supported by the arm of civil power, and 
even while ihc suprtimc magistrate was absent, by 
their own motion raised a spirit and diffused it 
through all ranks, successfully to interpose and put 
a stop to such dangerous proceedings. 

Your Excellency is pleased to recommend a com- 
pensation to be made to the sufferers by the late 
disturbances We highly disapprove of the acts of 
violence which have been committed; yet till we 
are convinced that to comply with what your Excel- 
lency recommends, will not tend to encourage such 
outrages in time to come, and till some good reason 
can be assigned why the losses those gentlemen have 
sustained should be made good, rather than any 
damage which other persons, on any other different 
occasions, might happen to suffer, we are persuaded 
we shall not see our way clear to order such a com- 
pensation to be made. We arc greatly at a loss 
to know who has any right to require this of us, if we 
should differ from your Excellency in point of its be- 
ing an act of justice, which concerns the credit of the 
government- We cannot conceive why it should be 
called an act of justice, rather than generosity, unless 
your Excellency supposes a crime committed by a 
few individuals, chargeable upon a whole community. 

Wc are very sorr>- that your Excellency should think 
it needful to intimate that any endeavors have been, 
and may be used, to lessen your credit with this 
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House, Your Excellency cannot bin be sensible 
that when the popular pulse bcat^ high for privileges, 
it \^ no unusual thing for a clamor to be raised 
a^nst gentlemen of character and eminence. We 
can assure you that onr judgment of men, especially 
those in hijjh stations, is always founded upon our 
experience and observaiior. While your Excellency 
i« pleased to make your dutj' to our most gracious 
Sovcrci^'n. and a tender regard to the interest of his 
subjects of this pnjvince, the rule of your administra- 
tion, you may rely upon the readiest assistance that 
this house shall be able to afford you. And you will 
have our best wishes that you may have wisdom 
to strike out such a path cf conditct, as, while it 
secures to you the smiles of your Royal Master, will 
at the same time conciliate the love of a free and 
loyal people. 



RESOLUTIONS OF THK irOL'SK OF REPRESENTATIVES Of 
MASSACHUSKTTS- OCTOBER ag. 1765. 

[W, V, Welli. U/t f/Samwi Adami, toI- '%., pp. TJ-TT-l 

Whereas the just rights of his Majesty Is subjects of 
th ig Provij i^e, derived to them from the British Con- 
stitution, as well as the royal charter, have been lately 
drawn into question : in order to ascertain the same, 
this House do unanimously come into the following 
resolves : — 

I, Rf.whed, That Hierc are certain essentbl rights 
of the British Con«itution of government, which are 
founded in the law of God and nature, and are the 
common rights o( mankind; — therefore, 



»4 



THE WRITINGS OF 



VlH 



2. Resolved^ That tlie inhabitants of this Province 
arc imalis^nably (iiititltrd to those issL-ntia! rights !n 
common whh all men : and that no law of society 
can. consistent with the law of God and nature, divest 
them of iKosc rights. 

3. RtsehcJ^ That no man can justly take tlie pruji- 
erty of another without hi s congg nt : and that upon 
this original principle, the right of representation in 
the same body which exercises the power of mak- 
ing laws for levying taxes, which is one of the 
main pillars of the British Constitution, is evidently 
founded* 

4. Resolved^ That this inherent right, together with 
all other essential rights, liberties, privileges, and 
immunities of the people of Great Britain, have been 

^ fully confirnief! to them by Magna Charta. and by 
former and by later :tcis of Parliament, 

3- RiSQlvsdy That his Majesty's subjects ut^Aibct- 
ica are, in reason and common sense entitled to the 
s;ime ext^nijjXJibctty with hia Majesty 'g Lsub^ects j n 
Brituin* 

6. Resolvffd^ That by the declaration of the royal 
charter of this Province, the inhabitants arc entitled 
to all the rights, liberties, ;ind iminnnities of free and 
natural subjects of Great Briton to all intents, pur- 
poses, and constructions whatever. 

7. Resolved, That the inhabitants of this Province 
appear to be entitled to all tlie rights aforementioned 
by an act of Parliament, 13th of Geo, II. 

8- R^sclvcd^ That those rights do belong to the 
inhabitants of this Province upon the principle of 
common justice; their ancestors having settled this 
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counjry at their sole expense, and their posterity 
tiaving ^pprnvi^d thi^msdves mast loyfil and faiiliful 
subjects of Great Britain. 

9. Resolved^ That every individual in the Colonies 
IS as advantageous to Great ISritain as if he were in 
Great Britain and lield to pay liis full proportion uf 
taxes there; and as the inhabitants of this Province 

y their full proportion of taxes for the support of 
his Majesty's government here, it is unreasonable for 
them to be called upon to pay any part of the charges 
of the governDieni there. 

10. Resolved, That the inhabitants of this Province 
not, and never have been, represented in the 

arliameni of Great Britain; and that such a repre- 
sentation there as the subjects in Britain do actually 
and rightfully enjoy « impr<i(tkabk for the subjects 
in America ; — and further, that in the opinion of thia_ 
l^ouse, the several subordinate powers of iegislatioo- 
in America were coji^Utnted upon the apprchcns iona 
of this im^atiieahiiity. 

Up RiSidted^ That the only method whereby the 
conslitut^nal rights of the subjects of this Province 
can be securt% consistent with a subordination to the 
supreme power of Great Britain, is by the continued 
exercise of ^uch-powcraof ijovcrnmenl a^ are granted 
in. the .royal charter and a firm adherence to the 
privileges of the same, 

12. Rtsohed^ — as a just conchiston from some of 
the foregoing resolvcs»^That alj_act3 made by any 
power whatever, other than the General Assembly of 
tfiis Province, imposing taxes on the inhabitants, are 
intfingemen ts of our inhe rent and unalienable rigUls. 
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as men and British stibjects. and render void the most 
valiinble declarations of our charter. 

ij- Resolved, That the extension of the powers of 
the Court of Atlmlraliy wJihin this Province is a most 
violent infraction of the right of triaU by juries, — a 
right which this House, upon the principles of their 
British ancestors, hotel most dear and sscreJ ; it being 
the only security of the lives, liberties, and properties 
of his Majesty's subjects here- 

14. Resoivfd. That this House owe the Strictest 
allegiance to his most sacred Majesty King GcOf^ 
the Third ; that they have the greatest veneration for 
the Parhament; and that they will, after the example 
of all their predecessors from the settlement of this 
country, exert themselves to their utmost in support- 
ing his Majesty's authority in the Province, in pro- 
moting the true happiness of his subjects, and in 
enlarging llie extenl of his dominion, 

Orderedy That all the foregoing resolves be kept in 
the records of this House, that a just sense of liberty 
and the firm sentiments of loyalty lie transmitted to 
posterity. 



I 



TO REVEREND G- 



W- 



(Mfi,, Collcclions of Ibv Eirl uf DartmoLlh.J 

Ik>$TOH Nov* 11 176s 

Rr.v^ Sir 

Our j^ood Friend M* Jonathan Mason has com* 
municaied to us a Letter which he receivd from 
you, wherein you very kindly express yo' Regard, 
(or the People of New England, & your Desires to 
serve our civil as well an religious Interests — 
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We need not inform you that wc arc the Dcscend- 
ents of Ancestors remarkcaMc for ihelr Zeal for true 
Religion & Liberty! When they found it was no 
longer possible for them to bear any Part in the Sup- 
port of this glorious Cause in their Native Country 
Englanfl, they transplanted themselves at their own 
very great Expence, into the Wilds of America, tilt 
Uiat Time inhabited only by Savage Beasts & Men : 
Here they resofvd to set up the Worship of Cod, 
according to their best Judgment, upon the Plan of 
the new Testament ; to maintain it among themselves, 
and transmit it to their Posterity; & to spread the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ among the ignorant & 
barbarous Natives. As they were prosperd, in their 
Settlement by Nim, whose is the Earth & the Full- 
ness thereof, beyond all human Expectation, they 
soon became a considerable Object of National At- 
tention. & a Charter was granted them by King 
Charles the first. — In this Charter, as Bp, Burnet has 
observd, there wa» a greater Sacredness^ than in 
those of the Corporations in England ; because Those 
were only Acts of Grace, whereas This was a Ccn~ 
ira£i, Ixrlwecn the King & the first Patentees; They 
promisd the King to enlarge his Dominion, on their 
own Charge, provided that They & their Posterity 
might enjoy such & such Privileges. He adds, that 
They hav^perfomul tlieir Part, & for the King to 
deprive their Posterity of the Privileges, therein 
granted, would carry the Face of Injustice in tt 
Thus we see that Whatever Governm' in general 
may be founded in, Ours was manifestly founded in 
Compact. 0( this Charter we were howe\'er deprivd. 
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in an evil Reign, under Color of Law, but we obtaind 
Another, in Li<^u of it, after ihf: Rrvolution. tho com- 
p^inl will) the fonntr, it U btiL ^% the Shadow of the 
Substance, & we enjoy it at this day. ~~^^ 

Wc may venture to say, that H-s Majesty has no 
Subjects, more loyall, than those of New KngUnd : 
Tliey havf! uhvays been ready lo own the Subordina- 
tion of their Covemm' to the supreme Le^i^islatijre 
of Great Britain ; I'his Subordination is cxpressd in 
thtf Charter, which perhaps might be sirJclly consld" 
erd, as tl\e only Medium of their political Connection 
with the Mother Stato : For, As their Ancestors emi- 
grated at their own Rxpence. & not the Nations; As 
it was their own & not a National Act ; so ihey came 
to & sc:ltleda Country which the Nation had no Sort 
of Kight ill : Hence th(jrc might have b«:n a Claicn of 
Independency, which no People on Ea.rth, could lia\re 
any just Authority or Pretence to have molested. 
But their strong & natural Attachment to their Native 
Country inclind tlieni to havL- ihclr pohtical Relation 
with her continued ; They were recognizd by her, & 
they & their Posterity, are expressly declard in their 
Charter to be cniitbd. to all the Libertys & Immu- 
nilys of free & natural Suhjects of Great BnLain. to 
all Intent?; Purposes & Constructions whatever: So 
that tliis Charter is to be lookd upon, to be as sacred 
to them as Magna Charta is to the People of Briiain ; 
as it cfintaiu^ a Declaration of all their Rights founded 
in jiaturdl Justice. 

By this Charter, wc have an exclusive Right to 
make Laws for our own internal Government &, Tax* 
acion : And indeed if the Inhabitants here are British 
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Subjects, (& they never can brook to be thought 
any thing less) it sc^ms necessary' tliat they should 
exercise this Power within themselves; for they 
are not represented in the British Parliam' & their 
great Distance renders ii impracticable: It i» very 
probable that all the subordinate- Irgislativt^ Powers In 
America, were constituted upon the Apprehension of 
this [mpracCicabilit>-: To deprive them then of thia 
Power, which would be effectually done, if the Parlia- 
ment should malce Laws internally lo govern & tax 
thero, w** appear to be unjust in Another View, as it 
would claim the Obedience from them, & at the same 
ttnn- disfmndnve llicni of a most essential Ki^ht of 
British Subjects, namely that of a Representation. 
But to obviate all Apprehensions of our Indepen- 
dency, which some !*arty Writers in England have 
attempted (o raise, let it be considerd, What Checks 
our Power of Legislation is subject lo. Our Laws 
must ^rst pas3 his Majcatys Council, who the electf^ 
by the People may be ncgalivd by the "Chair; next 
they must have the Assent of the Governor, before 
they can be in force ; & finally they are to be laid 
before His Majcisty, who in any time during three 
years may disannul them at his Royal Will & Pleaii- 
ure; by which means Any thing repugnant to the 
Law9 or the Interest of Great Britain will ca*»jly be 
prevented. — Surely the People in Britain have no 
Reason to envy their fellow Subjects in America these 
restricted Powers of Government, 

And yet. to the Astonishment of the most thought- 
full & judicious among die Colonists, an Act of 
Parliament has lately been made, which in Effect 
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I vacates their Charters, annihilates their harmless Pow- 
ers of l^eyislalion, &l(;avt:s them not upon the Footing 
of Subjects. We now have reference: to th<; Stamp 
Act, which has already involvd the Colony^ in Con- 
fusion & Distress. This Act is lookd upon as aa 
Inlringmciit of the rights of Magna Charta, to which 
the Colonists as free Subjects have an undoubted 
Claim, There is nothing more certain than that 
every English Subject, has a Right to be represented 

10 in the same Body which exercises the Power of levy- 
ing Taxes : Now this Act lays an internal Tax upon 
many Thousand Freeholders, who are not & cannot 
be represented in Parliament. It has been allcdgd 
by some Writers in England, that we are, as they 
are pleasd to call it, Virtually represented ; a Term 
which almost always when it is used, needs Explana- 
tion — They tell us^ that Manchester. Birmingham 
&c, send no Representatives & yet are taxed: But 
Have not those Towns, a Right by the Constitution 

IP to send Representatives r' On if they have wavd 
this Right, Are they not still represented in the 
Shires or Countys to which they belong ? Arc not 
their internal Circumstances similar to those of many 
Towns which arc represented ? Are they not within 
the Kingdom. & may not their internal Circum- 
stances be easily a&certaind to the Parltani' if they 
should be mistaken ? But Americans arc at a Thou- 
sand Leagues Ui?itance, seperaled from Great Britain 
by the wide Atlantic ; & their proportionate Ability 

\> with the Nation, which must be taken, from an exact 
knowledge of their internal Circumstances, ever vary- 
ing in ttifant Counliys, can no more be judgd "f by 
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any Member of Parliam- than if ihey livd in the Moon I 
— Besides it i* the Glorj" of (he Subjects of a Britisli 
King, that they grant him their utmost Aid, of cheif 
own free Accord : The Colonys have always thus 
cciiitnbuted to the Extent & some of them even 
beyond their Abilicys, but if we are to be calld upon 
by our Fellow Subjects in Britain, who cannot be 
adequate Judges of our Ability, where is cither out 
Honor or Safety, as Subjects ! 

This Act will be very grievous in its Effect, as it |o 
will very soon carry off the whole Quantitj' of Specie in 
the Continent : Money is the very Support of Trade ; 
& if the Trade of the Colonys is beneficial to Great 
Britain, She must herself ver>' soon feel the ill Effects 
of a Measure, w'"* will consume the very Vitals of that 
Trade. Great Britain, can make her Colonys usefull 
to her, by no more effectual Means than by encour- 
aging their Trade; Our Dependence is altogether 
upon her Msnufactorcrs, (or many of the necessary 
Articles of Life ; & it is Trade only that can furnishit? 
us with the Means of purchasing them: It is cer- 
tainly then more for the Interest of Great Britain to 
encourage the Trade of the Colonys, by which means 
their Riches flow spontaneously into her Lap, than 
to exact Revenues from them at the Expencc of 
their Tra*le- Upon this Account we cannot help 
mentioning Another Act of Parliam!, which appears 
to us greatly detrimental both to Britain & her Colo- 
nys : The Duty laid by that Act of 3'^ p Gall' on 
Molasses is insupportable : The trade to the Wcst?>^ 
Indies cannot be carried on with any Prolit ; & if 
that should be stopd, one Third Part at least of the 
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Fish ihat is catchd, being fit for no other Market, 
will be good for nothing ; & this Loss upon the Fish- 
ing will toLiltyruin it ; The Kffcctsof which must be, 
that Remittances to Spain Portugal & other Parts 
of Europe thro' which Money circulates into Eng- 
land, for the Purchase of her Goods of all kinds, 
must ccast ; and imagine. Sir, What a Prcjiidict: this 
must be to Great Britain, to prevent so many Thou- 
sand from dayly consuming her Manufactures for the 
future. In short the Conncctioii of thf; Colonys with 
the Muthc^r Country. ih<*ir Affection for ht^r, & even 
iheir Dependence upon her is kept up in a very greai 
Measure by their Trade with her; ThcParcrt then 
in this one Instance should be carefull not to teach 
the Children to live without her 

But consider Sir that Taxes & Duties arc laid in 
England upon the Goods that are imported here; 
Consequently iht; Consumers here pay a proportiona- 
ble Part towards the defraying the Charges o( the 
Covcrnm! there: And can it be thought equitable 
further to tax us. especially when it is considcrd 
wn;it hr^fivy Taxes we are ohligd lo p^y for the Sup- 
port of his Majestya Governm! here; for which a 
Debt lys upon this Province, which it will take many 
years to dischai^e. None of his Majestys Subjects 
have **hown a greater readiness to assist, in support- 
ing hir- just Rights & enlarging his Dominion, than 
ihoac of New England : Several Expeditions against 
Canada in former Wars will gfidence this: The 
lalciny Anapolis Roy^ill, & frequently savinj; it from 
the hand of the Enemy: The wiccessfutl Attempt 
against Louisburgh in 1745 which happily procurd a 
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Peace with France: The Removal of the Neutral 
French from Nova Scotia, which was an absolutely 
necessary Step towarcls the final Reduction of all 
Canada, & which was done by this Province alone, & 
many other signal Services, which have exhausted 
our Treasure & Blood; for some of which we were 
promisd in the reign of the late Que*;n Ann. signal 
Marks of Favor; but have receivd no Compensa- 
tion* at all till within twenty years past Sl that not a 
Third part of our actual Kxpence. Is it not grievous 
then that instead of favors, we should after all that 
wc have done, be exposed to the Loss of our Estates 
our Trade, Honor & Liberty ! 

Your kind Dispo^iition towards this suffering Coun- 
tr>' will engage us to write you further upon these 
Subjects by the next Opp^ — in the mean time, our 
hearty Prayer is that yon may be succeeded in all 
your Endeavors to promote the spiritual kingdom of 
Jesus Christ & wc remain with all Sincerity 
Your Friends 
& hvun' serv'" 

Thomas Cushing 
Samuel Adams, 



P> S, There has lately been a Congress of Comit- 
tces from the several Houses of Representatives & 
Burgesses on this Continent to prepare an humble 
dutifuil & loyall Representation to the King & 
Parliament, whkh (hey have done in three several 
Petitions. 

The Congress recommended to the several Houses 
of representatives to appoint Each a special Agent 
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to present these Petitions Sc : the representatives of 
this Province have nia<le Choice of Dennis Deberdt 
Esq' of London his good Character & Abilities being 
well known here — -What more particularly recom- 
mended this Gcnllcman to somt* leading Members 
was» that he was thought to have the Favor of the 
Earl of Dartmoulh^ a nobleman of the highest Re- 
pute in the Opinion of many Men of Sense & 
Worth — It would add very great Weight to the 
Cause of the distressd American Subjects if their 
Circumstances could be fully known to a nobleman 
of his Lordships great Integrity &. Understanding — 

Ul supra 

Thomas CtsHJN'c. 

S. Al>AHS. 



[HEU Suuwl AibUD» ripera, vol. i.. Lcikm Lnnwy.) 

nftrtnir Nov' i| t^hj 

Sir 

At the request of M' J, M. I have joynd with 
T. C. Esq' in a Letter to you which goes by this 
Conveyance, I have long been coiivincd of your 
Good Will to Mankind & your particular Regards 
for New Eng^, The free Access which i am informd 
you have with some eminent Personages, may put it 
in your Power to do us Offices of sinj^iliir kindness. 
New Eng* has had the Misfortune of having many 
Enemys, but He thai planted the Vine, seems 
hitherto to h-ivc had a watchfull Eye over iL It 
must be confessd we are greatly degenerated, may 
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the Head of the Chh hasten the happy Time of 
reformation. 

The Nation has no doubt before now rec*^ alarming 
accounts from America. Nothing could have given 
greater Disgust than the Stamp Act. The People are 
in Consternation from one end of the Continent to the 
Other. Whatever the favorers of the Act on your 
side the Water may apprehend, it is certainly es- 
teemd a Grievance in the Opinion of many Thou- 
sands of its loyal &. quiet Subjects as any undf^r the 
Kings Government Among the inany Speculations 
which have been publishd In America upon this 
Subject the impartial reader must discover the 
warmest Sentiments of Duty & Affection to His 
Majesty & his illustrious House, I wish some Gen- 
ious of the Earl of D-rtm — th' Goodness & penetra- 
tion might find Leisure particularly to attend to this 
Matter, in which I think Great Britain herself as well 
zs her Colony, is deeply interested We estand in 
great Need of some such Advocate in Eng*', as the 
Gov of this Province has declard, in a Message de* 
Uverd to the house of representatives the last Week 
that he has no Pretence to interpose in this business ; 
& that he docs not think any Gov* on the Conti- 
nent ha»iprc^mid to expresf^ his Sentiments against 
the Act : Which ease may be easily supposd, for it is 
not likely that any Gent" in comnus^^ion, %/* chu^c to 
exprei^ \\\% nentiment^ again&t what b> said to be a 
favorite Point with a Minister It is however amus- 
ing that those who are substituted by his Majesty to 
be the Patrons of his Suhjetts in the scvcra! Colonys 
should think themsdvvs to be under this Restraint, 
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The Ministry & the Parliam' no doubt had the 
good of the Colorys as well as the Nation in View ; 
with rtrtipeci to ilie Colonys, they are at so great a 
Distance, & hnviDfr none in England to represent 
then, it cannot be wondcrd at if their interest 
shnuld be ssometimes mistaken. The Opinion of a 
Gov* will no doubt be of great Weight & candidly 
receivd : if thsy are silent, the Applications of the 
People will be apt to be thought of little Importance, 
But slioidd these Genl" with a Design to please their 
Superiors express their Minds in favor of nny Meas- 
ure, the Peoples Uneasiness might then be in^puted 
to a discontented or even a factious humour. And 
considering ihe Imperfection of human Nature, 
This Inclination to flatter a Superior is at leasi a 
possible SuppOMtion. His Excellency Intimates that 
it w* be taking too great a Liberty for him to obtrude 
his Advice to His Majestys Ministers unaskd: But 
with due Submission I cannot easily believe that for 
a Gent'' whom his Majesty has honord with the 
Governm' over a Province to deliver his Senti- 
ments even ag^ a Measure which he might think to be 
prejudicial to the People of such a Province W^ be 
deemd an Obtrusion. I ask pardon for mentioning 
these things. I honor the Kings Gov' for his royal 
Masters Sake — my only View is to hint to you what 
great Disadvantages the American Subjects arc un- 
der, at so great a Distance from the fountain of Na- 
tional Justice, & how much need they stand in of 
friends at Court, when their own Guardians. & those 
who can serve them are silent upon maxims of pru* 
dence, thro fear of giving Offence. As 1 have taken 
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the Liberty to say thus much I feel obligd to in- 
close the Papers which contain what passd between 
y* Gov' & y= House of Representatives during the 



last Session of the Gen' Court & remain &' 



a A. 



In looking over owf:. of the. latest London News 
Papers, 1 find the following Article viz "The Di** 
putes continually arising in y* American Colonys, 
joyned to the Struggles they make for Independence, 
it is thought will induce tlic British Legislature, to 
new modlc their System of governmt & to allow 
them representatives in y= great Council of the Na- 
tion." Whether the Writer of this Piece of Intelli- 
gence meant only to amuse the Nation I am not able 
to say- he has endeavord to establish two facts, 
one of w^ at least is without any foundation^ That 
there arc frecjuently Disputes between adjoyning 
Colonys, about their dividing Line, is true; but we 
hope they may be settled, as they have always here- 
tofore been, without the Necessity of altering their 
System of Governm', A very celebrated Writer, the 
Author of the Spirit of Laws, has defined potittcal 
^Liberty to be "a Tranquility of Mind arising from 
the Opinion which each Man has of Sis own Safety." 
Now if a Number of Colonys are to have their Sys- 
tem of Covcrnm' rcw modeld at Discretion, or even 
to be threatcnd with it, because such Disputes, as 
sultsist wherever Society is, takes place among them, 
there can never be amorg them any opinion of their 
Safely, (rom which sh*' arise a tranquility of Mind, 
and consequently there t-an be no Liberty, according 
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lo the Dcfinitton of the bcforcmcntiond learned 
Author. 

This News Writer shoots his Bow at a Venture: 
Where did he learn that y* Colonys were slrugling 
lor Independence? The Contrary is most certainly 
inie : You, Sir <^an hv ;i Witnt-ss to the Loyalty ol 
y Colonys & their Affection forth*: Mother Country : 
There is at present no appearance of such disposition 
as this Writer w*^ insinuate, much less a Struggle for 
Independence; & I dare s^y there ntvt^r will be un- 
less Great Britain, shall exert her power to destroy 
their Libertys. This we hope will never be done. 
He tells us "that we are to be allowd representatives 
in the great Council of y* Nation " w**" implys thai wc 
have no representatives there at present This is a 
main Argument against a constitutional right of Par- 
liam* to tax us. It is built upon one of the main 
pillars of the British Constitution^ the right of repre" 
mentation. If the Subject has a constitutional right. 
to be represented in -f body that taxes htm, it Is but 
altering (he Expression of the same Sentiment, to 
say there can be no constitutional right to lax the 
Subject in a body where he is not represented. When 
the Question is asked, Will any one deny that y' Par- 
liam* hath a right to tax the Colonys, it needs only to 
ask again, Are the Colonys represented in Parliam*? 
The Writers against the Colonys, when they have 
been thus pressed, have been obligd to adopt the 
Word VirtMoily ; but we must firet understand what 
they mean by being virtually represented, before we 
can give their Doctrine a serious Consideration. 
There is one thing however w*'* perhaps may nee? 
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Explanation. The Colonists depend upon it. As 
iheir Argument against being laxd by the Parliam', 
because they are not represented, must be allowd to 
be goo<l, to be consistent with the British Conslitu* 
tion ; yet they are far from desiring a representation, 
(or this reason only, because they judge it impracti- 
cable (or them to be eqiially Sr fully represented in 
ParliamV Many things m' be said to justify such an 
opinion, W* perhaps may occasion my troubling you 
with another Letter; in y* mean time allow mc just 
to add. that the only way to preserve to y' Colonists 
their rights as British Subjects, consistent with their 
acknowledgd Subordination to y* supreme Legisla- 
ture of Great Ilrttain, as it appears to me, is to con- 
tinue to them the same powers of Govcmm\ which 
they have hitherto been used to, with y" same Checks 
& no other; This is all they desire; Under their 
several Constitutions of subordinate civil Governm', 
they have from the beginning of their Settlem", ap- 
provd themselves faithfull & loyal Subjects, ever ready 
to afford their Mother Country all that Assistance 
w*** can reasonably be expected from them, & there is 
no reason to doubt bu: under the same Constitution 
they ever wil l Yours &° 

a A. 



Tt) JOHN SMITH. 

EM£„ C«U«ttioiu 4f Ui« Eu) of Dwtin^ib.l 

BoiTOM Dec" r9, 1765 

Sir 

I should have taken the Liberty of writing to you 
by Vcssells which have already saild, had I known 
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your Intention to spend the Winter in England — Your 
Acquaintance with this Country — its civil Constitu- 
tion — ita religious Establishm*— the Temper, Edjca- 
tion. Manners & Customs of the People — their 
Attachment to & Connection with the Motlicr 
Country — their Trade & the Advantages of it to 
Great Britain, and tlieir ardent Love of civi]^ & 
religions Liberty, makes you an Able Advocate on 
her BehaU a at a Time when her Fritnds have every 
Thing to Tear for lier 

Perhaps there never was a Time when she stood 
in greater Need of Friends in England, & had less 
Reason to expect them : Not because she has for- 
feited them but from the Nature of the unhappy 
Controversy, which has of late arisen between Great 
Britain & her Colonys. while the Prosptritj- of botK 
depends on mtktual Affection & Harmony^The I^a"- 
tion it seems groaning under the l^rcssurc of a very 
hf?avy Debt, has thought tt reasonable & just that 
the Colonys should bear a Part; and over S: above 
the Tribute which they have been continually p6^ 
ing into her Lap, in the^Course of their Tj'adc, she 
now demands an internal Tax — The Colonists com- 
plain that this is both burdensom & unconstitutional. 
They alledge, that while the Nation has been con- 
tracting this Debt, solely for her own Interest, detachd 
from theirs, ihey have [been] subduing & settling an 
uncultivated Wilderness, & thereby increasing her 
Pqweri Wealth at their own Expence, which is em- 
inently true with Regard to New England — This must 
certainly be estecmd of very great Weight in Point 
of Equity: for it has always been usual for Mother 
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States, to pul themselves to great Expence In settling 
their Colonys, expecting to reap the Advantage of it 
in the Extent of Trade & Empire. Bnt Prltain reaps 
all this Advantage without^apy.E^tpgnce of her o wn 
& sol€l);_at theirs — But it is said that this T ax is 
to discharge the Colonys prgporljonof Expcncc in 
carrying on the W;ir in America, which was for their 
Defence — To this it is said, that it does by no Means 
appear, that the War in America was carried on solely 
for thf^ Orrfence of the Colonys — had the Nation been 
only on the defensive here, a much leis Expence 
would have been sufficient ; there was evidently a 
View of making Conquests, & by means thereof es- 
labUshing an advantageous Peace for the Nation, or 
perhaps advancing her Dominion & Glor>' — But 
admiting. that the whole Expence was necessary 
barely for the Defence of the Colonys, they say, they 
have already born tlieir full share in the Aids they 
afforded (or the common Cause, S: even much beyond 
their Ability — which the Parliam' seem to have been 
sensible of, when they made us Reimbursmcnts from 
year to year, to reheve us from the Burden under 
which wc must otherwise have sunk. — But is there no 
Credit to be given to the New England Colonys who 
not only purchasd the&e Tcrritorys of the Natives & 
settled them, but have also defended & maintaind 
them for more than a Century past, against the En- 
croachments or rather Incursions of tho!«e warlike 
Savages, with a Bravery & Fortitude scarcely to be 
cquald, & without a Farthings Expence to the Na- 
tion } besides which they have always re.idily joynd 
their Force*, when any Attempts have been made by 
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the Government at home, in (ormer Wars, against 
His Majcsiys Enemys in this Part of the World — 
Often have they unexpected by the Nation, pjt them* 
selves to the Charjje, of strengthning the Kings Gar- 
rifsons a: a Distance from them, when ihcy would 
otherwise have been unavoidably attackd & lost — 
Anapolis Rojall will afTortJ diverse Instances of this 
in the Course of one War — The memoriible & suc- 
cessful! _Expedilion against Louisburgh in 1745 was 
undertaken & compleated, at their Expence alone, for 
w'"* they were indeed in part recompensd, when the 
Nation was under the Necessity of restoring it as an 
Equivalent to purchase the Peace of Europe. Vou 
will easily recollect from your knowlege of our His- 
tory, Instances of signal & expensive Servige don e 
by New England for their Mother Country which 
may serve to convince any candk! Person, that we 
Have bom tniicfi more than our Proportion of the 
national Burden. 

But there are other things which perhaps were 
not considerd when the Nation determind this to be 
but a proportionate Tax upon the Colonys : you are 
sensible Sir, that her Policy has been to oblige the 
Colonys to carry the chief of their Produce there & 
to take off her Manufactures in Return; & as thej* 
must conform to her Price both in buying & selling, 
one would think the Advantage she reaps by their 
Trade sufficient. This is at least an indirect Tax — 
But the Nation constantly regulates their Trade, & 
lays It under what Restrictions she pleases — The 
Dutys upon the Goods imported from her S: con- 
snmd here, together with those which are laid upon 
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almost ever>' Branch of our Trade all which center in 
dry Cash in her CoiTcrs, amcjunt to a very great sum. 
The moaeys drawr from us m the way of actual direct 
Tax, by means of these Regulations, it is thought 
will _vci:y..sooa-put an End in a great measure to 
Trade, vvh[ch is the means whtreby we are enabled to 
pay them — Of this you are as able to judge as any 
Gentleman, & if it be the Case, it certainly requires 
the prudent & impartial Consideration of Great Brit- 
ain — for all the Advantages she can expect to reap 
from her Colonys, mu^t arise from Commerce, by 
which they have it in their Power to purchase her 
Manufactures — Their whole Profits, saving a vcrj' 
moderate Subsistence for themselves flow in upon 
her. thro various Channclls, besides the Dutys before- 
mcn tiond. The Stamp Duty, if the Act should be 
enforced , >vill jnoLably in two or three Years, lake 
offjhe whole of their remaining Ca&h,.and leave them 
none to carry on anvTradc at all — I wish ih&tTracU 
f&Hy, as ;in fi^^'jnimjs G^nUcm.in has expressd, 



was pette r understood & exe_rcisdj by the Mother 
Countrj- with Regard to the Colonys — By Restric- 
tions &. Dntys she has even now endangerd the Loss 
of their Usefulness to her, whereas, by relinquishing 
these Dutys, & giving them Indnlgencys, they might 
even make the the frcnch Colonys in America tribu- 
tarj' to her in the way of Trade, & repay her an 
hundred fold. 

If this Tax is demanded of the Colonists as their 
Proportion of the lixpencc of defending them in the 
laie War, i: is a Qucsiion whether any Regard was 
had to the Sums, tliey have already advancd for thac 
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Purpose. This certainly must in Equity have been 
consiilerd ; from whence else could the Proporticin 
be found? It is probable the Gentlemen In England 
are not sensible of the Burdens on the People here 
on that Account — Some Personsjiere haye^had yearly 
Dfrmands of two, three & four hundred Pounds ster- 
ling & others in proportion in dry Cash, besides sump^ 
tuaiy Taxes to support this Cause. Sl our provincial 
Debt, as is the Case of other Cnlnnys. still lys 
heavy upon us, & is almost insupportable — Besides^ 
in Infant Countrys, Numbers are to be reckned their 
Riches, and you well know, Sir, what great Nunibcr* 
(iSve been taken off from their Labors & Usefulness 
to the Colonys, as well to recruit the Kings regular 
Troops as to furnish their own Quota — In one year 
this Province alone sent out not less than seven 
Thousand Men, all of whom were usefull to the 
Mother Country exclusive of their being Soldiers, as 
tjipy coiisumd her Manufactures in the Service, w hile 
in every other Respect but their being Soldiers, thp' 
as good as any in the Kings Service, they were more 
than lost to the Province that immediately em£)Ioyd 
them. 

■ But there is another Consideration which makes 
the Stamp Act obnoxious to the People here, & that 
is, that it totally annihilates as they apprehend tRcir 
e^ential Rights as Englishmen, The first Settlers of 
New England were cruelly persecuted in their Native 
Country' at a Time, when the Nation was infatuated 
witli Bigotry, & in Consequence the publick Religion 
reducd to mere Form & Ceremony — Thit* induc3 
them to cross an untryd Ocean & take Shelter in this 
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dreary Wilderness — I mine d i at el y after their Arrival 
here tliey solemnly recognizd their Allegiance to their 
Sovereign in England. & ihe Crown graciously ac- 
knowledged them granted them .Charter Privileges? 
& declared ihem & the ir He irs forever entitled to all 
tKe Libertys & Immunitys of free & natural born 
Subjects of the Realm — The other Colonys arc by 
Charter ur oihur Royal Institution thus acknowlegd^ — 
Indeed as they were good Subjects in England. & 
were not prohibited leaving the Kingdom their Re* 
moval could not disfranchise them, tho they were 
once told by an haughty Bashaw, you well rem*ber 
who I mean, that they could not expect their Libertya 
would follow them to the Ends of the Earth — Xhcy 
undoubtedly brought with them all the Rights & 
Laws of the Mother State — The British Constitution 
makes no Distinction between good Subjects in Point 
of.IJtctty — To talk of British Subjects frt^e, & of 
other British Subjects not so free ia absurd, ^hey are 
all d ike free— The British Constitution is founded in 

iMncipics of Nature and Keasoti^-it admits of 
no more Power over the Subject than is necessary 
foFtlie Support of Governm^which was originally de- 

1 ft r iIk l^reaervatior of tin.* unalienable Rights 
/ol_Nalur(j — It en^jages tu all Men the full Enjoy- 
ment of these Rights, who take Refuge in her 
Bosome — Foreigners who have resided a certain 
TfiSiTTn the Colonys & behaved well & taken the 
Oaths o f Ariegiance are not only rcceivd into the 
Arms of her Protection, but by Act of Parliam^ are 
also dcclard to be as free as natural born SubjccLs ; in 
whicb Act It is to_be obscrvd ; that the Colonists are 
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considertl as such. & even conquerd People after 
swearing Allegiance are also entiticd to the same 
Honor Happiness & Frct^dom. — 

The Question then is, What the Ri^lits of f ree 
Subjects of Britain are? Without entering into a 
nice Ujsquisition of the full Extent of these Rights, 
which wonld require much greater Abilily than I 
have, it is sufficient for the present purpose to say, 
that the main Pillar? of thti British Const itution arc 
the Right of Representation &. of Tryal by Jmj's, 
both of which the Colonists lose by this Act: Their 
Properly may be tryd at the Option of Informers the 
most detestable set of Men, in a Court of Ad miral ty^ 
where there is no Jury, & w hich Courts t o say no 
more of them, have been very little rever encd ty 
his Majestys good Subjects in America — Great Pains 
have been taken by Party Writers in England, who 
ill all their Speculations that 1 have seen discover 
that they know ver>' little about the Colonys, & if 
possible care less than they know — 1_ say they have 
taken great Pains to have it understood that we are 
represented in Parliam', but I trust to little Pur* 
pose — No man of common Sense can easily be made 
^o beleive that the Colonys, all together have one 
Representative in the House of Commons, upon 
their own frtt Ehclion. — I am sure this Province 
never returnd a single Member — The Acts of Par- 
iiam* and the Constitution considers every [ndividua] 
in the Realm as present in that high Court by his 
Rc|>rc-sentative upon his e^vn frtf Elrction (see i* 
James the 1") — This is his indisputable Privilege — It 
is founded in the eternal Law of Equity— It is aii 
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yig inal Right of Nature — No man in tlie State of /| 
Halurr^ can justly lake Anoihers Propt^rty without 
his Consent—The Rights of Nature are happily in- ' 
tcrwoven in the British Constitution — It is its Glory 
i\\i\\. it is copyd from Nature — It is an essential Part 
of it, thai ihe supreme Power cannot take from any 
rtian any Part of his Property without his Consent — 
p is the Nation of Property that since the 
resolution the Power of naming Commissioners for 
the Land Tax is exercisd only by the House of 
Commons yearly (see D' Ellis on spiritual & tem- 
poral Liberty) — Ij t he Colonists arc free Subjects of 
Britain, which no ore denys, it should seem that the 
Parliament cannot tax them consistent with the Con- 
Stitut ion. because they are not represented — & indeed 
nol apj>ear ! m t^tj |jracticable for thtm to be 
represented there-f__As they have ever approvd ihenT- 
9clvc3, no t only loya l to the Crown but ready on all^ 
Occasions to afford it their utmost Aid, it seems 
strange that the Wisdom of the Parliam' should alter 
the Method of obtaining iy— They have always here- 
tofore granted their Aid to His Majestj- upon a Re- 
quisition made by Him, with the Consent of their 
Representatives, which is strictly constitutional— In 
this way it was their ownL^^r^^ Gi/i — This they es- 
teem an Honor which lielongs lo them as free Sub- 
jects, nor is there any Reason to believe they would 
CYcr have forfeited His Majestys Favor in this Rc- 
g^d — This nf^' way tends to disaflcct them to the 
Mother Country, lo which you know New England 
especially has always been finnly attachd— Like their 
Briflsh Ancestors, and I would (ain hope their Fellow 
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Subjects in Eng*^, they^ are je alous of their L iberty, & 
can never think themselves hagg^_unless tj\cy^rc 
free ^riti ^h S ubjects — They are of OpinioTi that the 
only way to preserve their Rights as such, is t o hay e 
tHcir subordinate Powers of Government continued 
to them in thpir full tixtent, which cannot bejdonc! if 
they are taxed by Pers ons w ho do not &__^miot 
rep resent them, 

I am Sir with al! due respect, Your most hum' 
Serv" 

Samuel Adams. 
John Smith Esq'. 



TO JOHN SMITH.' 



(MS', Sunnel Adftitit Pi>|>fr!L, tdL i., l,cnr>t iJtiraryJ 

Sir 

I shouki have taken the Liberty of writing to 
you by Vessels which have already Sailed, had I 
known it was your Intention to spend the Winter 
in England. Your Acquaintance with this Country, 
its civil Constitution, its religious Establishment, the 
Temper Education, Manners & Customs of the Peo- 
ple, thtir Attachment to as well as Connections 
witli the Mother Country, their Trade & the Ad- 
vantages of it to Great Britain, their ardent Love of 
Libert^" civil & religious, makes you an able Advo- 
cate on her behalf at a Time when her Friends have 
everything to fear for her. Perhaps there never was 

• The pTvcvUnf lc«l of thu 1ctT«r \\ ihii or the inuiu«ripl mav^^y wtlI, 
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a liine wlien she stood more in Need of Friends in 
Engbnd and had less Reason to expect them. Not 
because she has justly forfeited them, but from the 
Nature of the unhappy Controversy which Was of late 
arisen between Great Britain and the CoIoniL*B, while 
the Prosperity of both depends upon mutual Affec- 
tion & Harmony. The Nation, it seems, groaning 
under the Pressure of an heavy Debt, has thouyht it 
reaitonable & just that the Colonies should bear a 
Part ; and over S: above the Tribute which they have 
been Constantly paying to her in the Course of their 
Trade, she demands an internal Tax which they think 
not only burdensome but unconstitutional. Both the 
Parties are greatly interested. The most powerful 
of them assumes the Right of judging, and the other 
appeals to her Wisdom & Justice. Is there not great 
Reason to fear that such a Judge may be under an 
undue Influence frnin the Arg^uments or Feelings 
which his own Interest may suggest or excite, 

The Colonists comptain, that while the Nation has 
been contracting this Debt solely for her own Pur- 
poses, they have been settling an uncuhivated Wil^ 
derness, & thereby increasing the National Power & 
Wealth at their own Expcnce; which is eminently 
true as you artr sensible, of the New England Colo- 
nies. This must certainly be allowed to be a very 
great Weight in the Scale of l£quiCy, for it has always 
been customary for Mother States to put themselves 
to great Experce in settling their Colonies expecting 
to reap Advantage from an Rxtent of Trade Sc 
Empire : but Britain reaps all this Advantage of the 
N E Colonics at iheir Expcnce & without any of 
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her own. It is said that this Tax is to discharge tlie 
Colonies Proportion of the Expence of carrying on 
the War in Ameiica which was for their Defence. 
Hut how does it appear that the War was carried on 
solely for the Defence of America ? Had the Nation 
been only on the Defensive a much less Expence 
would have been sufficient. There was evidently a 
View of Conquest, and thereby, of establishing an 
advai^la^eous Peace, or perhaps of enlarging her Do- 
minion. Bui admitting that the whole Expence was 
necessary for the Defence of the Colonies, they say, 
they have already borne their full Share in the Aids 
they have afforded, which the Nation seems to have ad- 
mitted, when she made them Reimbursements from 
year to year in *iuch Sums as they had advanced be* 
yond ihdr Proportion. And is there no Credit to be 
given to the N E Colonies, who not only purchased 
these Territories of the Natives, btit have defcadod 
them for above a Century past against the Encroach- 
ments of lliose warlike Savages, with fortitude scarcely 
equalled without a farthing Expence to the Nation: 
besides which, they have always readily joynd their 
Forces, when any Attempts have been made by the 
Nation in former WatB, ag^nst his Majesties Ene- 
mies in thb part o( the World, Unexpected by the 
Nation, tliey have often put themselves to the Charge 
of Strengthening the Kings Garrisons at a Distance 
from them, when they would otherwise unavoidably 
have been altackd & lost Annapolis Royal affords 
diverse Instances of this during the Course of 
one War, The memorable & successful Expedition 
a);ainst Cape Breton in 1745 was underUkcn & com* 
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pleated at their Expercc, [or which they were indeed 
in |iarL recompensed when the Nation was under the 
Necessitj' of restoring it as an Equivalent, to pur- 
chase the Peace of Europe. You will easily recol- 
lect from your own Knowleilge of our History, many 
Instances of signal & Expensive Services done to the 
Nation by New England which may serve to con- 
vince any candid Man that wc have borne much more 
than our proportion of the National Burdens, But 
there are other things which perhaps were not con- 
sidered, when the Nation determined this to be but a 
proportionate Tax on the Colonies. You are sensi* 
ble Sir, that it has been her Policy to oblige the 
Colonies to carry the Chiefe of their Produce to 
Great Britain & to take oiY her Manufactures in Re- 
turn. And as they must conform to her Price both 
in buying & selling, one would think the Advantage 
she reaps by this Trade would be sufficient. This is 
an indirect Tax, The Nation constantly regulates 
their Trade & lays it under what Restrictions she 
pleases, and the Duties on the Goods Imported from 
her & consumed here, together with those which arc 
laid on almost every Branch of our Trade all which 
centers in Cash in her Coffers, amount to a very 
great Sum, The Monies drawn from us in the Way 
of actual direct Taxes, by means of those Regula- 
tions, il is tlioiight, will ver>' lioon put an End to the 
Trade, Of this you are as able to judge as any 
Gentleman ; & if it be the Ca^c. it certainly requires 
prudent & impartial Consideratiun, for ail the Ad* 
vantage the Nation can expect to reap from the 
Colonics must arise from Commerce. Their whole 
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Profits, saving a moderate Subsistence for them- 
selves, flow in upon Her thro various Channels. 
The Stamp Duly, if the Act is continued in force. 
will probably m a very few years take off the whole 
of their Cash. & leave them none to carry on any 
trade at all— 1 wish that Trade Peiicy, as a very 
sensible Gentleman has expressed il. was better un- 
derstood by the present Rulers in the Mother Country 
with respect to the Colonies. By Restrictions & 
Duties she is even now in Danger of puting an End 
to their Usefulness to her; whereas by abolishing 
those Duties & giving them Indiilgencics they would 
be enabled to repay her an hundred fold. 

If the Colonists are to pay this Tax as their Pro- 
portion of the lixpencc in defending them in the 
late War, I should be glad to know whether any 
Regard was had to the Sums they have already 
advancd for that Purpose ? This certainly ought in 
Equity to have been considcrd, or, how could the 
Proportion be found? It is probable the Gentlemen 
in England are not sensible of the Burdens laid on 
the People on that Account They have never been 
informd, that Persons here have had yearly De- 
mands of two three & tour hundred pounds Sterling 
by Way of Taxes, besides sumptuary Laws^ to sup- 
port this Cause. & our provincial debt (which is the 
Case in other Colonies) still lies heavily upon us & 
is almost insupportable. Besides, in Infant Coun- 
tries their Numbers are to be reckond their Riches. 
You well know whal great Numbers have beer taken 
off from their Labor, S: Usefulness in that Way to 
the Colonies, as well to recruit tin; Kings Re^^mcnta 
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as to furnish their own Quotas: In one year this 
Province alone furnishd for the Sea & Land Service 
-not less than Seven thousand Men. Those Men 
were useful to the Mother Country, exclusive of their 
being Soldiers, as they consumed her Manufactures 
in the Service; whil*? in every other Respect but 
their being Soldiers, tho as good as any in the Kings 
Service, they were more than lost to the Province 
that immediately employed them. 

But there is another Consideration which renders 
this Tax still more obnoxious to the Colonies, & that 
is, it totally annihilates their essentials Rights as 
British Subjects, The first Settlers of New England, 
had been persecuted in England at a Time when the 
Nation was intoxicated with Bigotry it the Ideas of 
Ecclesiastical Tyranny, Tliis indued ihem to cross 
an untried Ocean & take Shelter in a dreary Wilder- 
ness. Immediately after their Arrival they rccog- 
nizd their Allegiance to the English King & he 
declared thcin intitled to all the Rights Libcrcic* 
& Immunities of natural born subjects. The other 
Colonies are by Charter or other Royal Institutions 
thus acknowledgd. Intlecd as they were good Sub- 
jects in England & were not prohibited to leave the 
Kingdom, their Removal could not disfranchise them, 
altho they were told by a haughty Bashaw, you know 
who 1 mean, ihoy must not expect their Liberties 
would follow them to the Ends of the Earth. They 
undoubtedly brot with them the Rights & Laws of 
the Mother State. The British Constitution makes 
no niiilinctton between good Subjects with Regard 
to Liberty. To talk of British Subjects who are free 
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and of other British Subjects who are not free is 
absurd. They arc all alike free. The British Con- 
stitution IS founded in the Principles of Nature &, 
Reaeoa It admits of no more PoAver over the 
Subject than is necessary for the Support of Govern- 
ment, which was originally de-sjgnd for the Prcscrva* 
lion of the unalienable Rights of Niiture, It engages 
to all Men the full Enjoyment of these Rights, who 
take Refuge in her Bosom. Foreigners who have 
resided a certain time & have behaved well&tafcen 
the Oaths of Allegiance, by Act of Parliam* are de- 
clared to be as free as natural born Subjects (in 
which Act it IS to be observed the Colonies are to be 
considerd as such) and even conquerd People after 
swearing Allegiance are inlitled to the same Honor 
& Freedom. The Question then is What are those 
Rights? Without entering into a nice Disquisition 
of their full Extent, which would require much more 
Ability & Knowledge than I am posscssd of, it is 
sufHcicnt for the present Purpose to say, that among 
the main Pillars of the British Constitution are the 
Rights of Representation & of Trial by Jury, both 
which the Colonists lose by this Act. Their Prop- 
erty may be tried at the Option of Informers, in a 
Court of Admiralty where there is no Jury, Great 
Pains have been taken by Party WViters in England, 
who, in all their Speculations which 1 have see;n, dis- 
cover that they know or care bui little about the 
Colonists, to cause it to be believd they are repre- 
sented in Parliament, but I hope to little Purpose. 
No Man of Common Sense can easily believe, tliat 
the Colonists have all together one Representative in 
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the British House of Commons of tktir oTim fret 
Election. The Acts of Parliament & the British 
Constitution consider every individual Person in the 
Realm as present m that high Court by his Repre* 
sentative upon his own free Election. Vid. i. Jac. i. 
This 15 his indispcnsiblc Privilc^, It is founded on 
the Kternal Law of Equity. It U an Original Right 
of Nature- No Man in the State of Nature can 
justly take anothers Property without his Consent 
!t is an essential Part of the British Constitution that 
the Supreme Power cannot take from any Man any 
part of his Property without his Consent in Person 
or bj' his Representative. And so jealous is the 
Natinii of Property, that since the Revolution the 
Power of naminj;r Commissioners for the Land tax 
is exercisd only by the House of Commons. Vid. 
D'- Ellis Qu temporal & spiriinal IJhriy. If then the 
Colonists are free Subjects of Britain which no one has 
yet denied, it is unconstitutional for the Parliament to 
tax them because they are not represented in Parlia- 
m', 'A\\i\ in my Opinion it ever will he unconstitutional 
because they never can be present in Parliament by 
their Representatives, it being impracticable. 

As the Colonists have ever approvd themselves 
not only loyal Subjects, but ready upon all Occasions 
to afford the Crown their utmost Aid, it seems strange 
to mc that Parliament have seen fit, by their Inter- 
position, to alter the Manner of requiring it. They 
have always heretofore granted their Aid to his 
Majesty upon a Requisition yr^rw kim^ with the Con- 
sent of their Representatives, which is strictly consti- 
tutional. In this Way it was their own Fne Gi/t^ 
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which iook Place' & x^<' Pr-titiojis havc_beea.5San£ 
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Time forwarded — Cn|l)^ mj wliidi wtre sctit_by jhe 
House oT Representatives of this Province to M" De 
Bcrdt, yKpm by a large Majority they cho se th eir 
Agf^nt for t his P urpose. The Houses of Rcpresenta* 
tiv"es~arKr fiurge?*scs gent:ra!ly thro' the Continprl, 
have imitated the Virginians, in passing Resolves set- 
ling lortb_tlKir Richi5 as Britons & chart crd Colo- 
nists X' rqjoii whirh (ihf Vir^jaia-Resolves) a Person 
undri tluj N.in^'j of William Pimm, but out of h is 
Character has harrangued the good People of EngH 
but we hope he will get some small Knowledge at 
least of his own Country & the Colonys brfore 
he again engages his Passions so warmly io the 
Cause. 

While the Hous es of Repre sentJitiyes were ioynUi 
consulting tlio mo&t prudent as well as the legal Steps^ 

t; Peoples Minds grew more & more disturbd, undCT 
i Apprehension of the Loss of their cs5<:ntt;iJ l \ights.\ 
"ents took place much hke some that we hear of 
in the quiet Ciiys of London & Westminster tho it 
must be confes-sd there have been some Transactions 
for which even those Mother Cities, have not seen 
occasion to afford Precedents since the year 8S. from 
which i;lorious (Era neither their Right of Repre- 
sentation, nor of Jur}*s nor any other of their essential 
Rights & Charter Privileges have e\'cr been invaded. 
The mo&t publick Marks of Contempt & l^nomy 
have been put upon the Gentlemen appointed to dts- 
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Sepe lately tookjlie le^I steps,. & sent home their 



humble 1 



th. 



at Morti 






itioiis against it, but ^ _ 

ficatiun. ihcir Pt^titions wtrc not su?ii;iir-nl, & Uie 
Reason givea was thai they were against .t Bill for 
imposing Taxes The rei:titude of such an objection. 
«rouId have appeard more plainly had the Colon y s 
been repr^egen ted in jT i g TTouse of CommoTis, As the ^^ £**, 
Case was otherwise it mi ght & ought to h^xQ been 
urgd, that the very Ta-xe5 designd in the- Bill were to 
be laid by a Number of Subjects^ yi^r llutryivn Etise^ 
tjpon^h^r ^eHQw Siibj g^cs, who could have no other 
Method of making their Circjinstancei known and 
the Hardshipsof the Hill upon them, but by humble 
Supplication. To their Astonishment they after- 
wards heard thatthe Bill was passd into a Law — a 
Law by which they were taxed by Persons who were 
strangers to their Circumstance, & who could have 
no means of obtaining an'adt^quacc Knowledge of 
them but from the Governors of the Colony, & 
Other Officers of the Crown, their own Agents who 
Kave some of them it is to be fcard been too often 
captivated by thi/ Smiles of the Great, & transient 
Persons wh o perhaps were seeking some profi table 
TEmpIoymcnt 

This Government however or rather the House of 
Representatives being resolvd to show its Marks of 
Dutifulncss to the supreme Power of the Nation, 
& at the same time to coUcct the whole Strength of 
Reason & Argument, that cnuld be had, raovd for 
an Union of Com"^ from the several Colonys to meet 
at New York, to prepare an humble, dutifuU & loyal 
Petition to his Majesty & the Parliam' for Reliefe. 
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wljicbi took PlaceJ^S: the Petitigr K have be cn.sQfng, 
Time forwardc;d— Copys oi which were seDl_.hy_the 
Hou5u of Representatives of this Province to M l De 
Hcrdt, whom by a la rge Majo rity they, cho sethcir 
Agtfnt for tliis Purpose The Houses of Representa- 
tives and Burtjesses generally thro" che Continent, 
have imitated the Virg^inians, in passing Resolves set- 
A ting fourth , their Rights as Britons & charterd_Co!o' 
njsts^ u pon wh ich (the.V.iigiaia_ResQlves) a Person 
*- under the Name of William Pimm, but out of his 

lX\v** Character has harrangued the good People of Engl*^ 

■ *^ w' hut wc hope he will get some small Knowledge at 

least of his own Country & the Colorya before 
he again engages his Passions so warmly in the 
Cause. 

While the Houses of_Representatives were joj^ijlly 
consulting the most prudent as well as the legal Steps, 
Hie Peoples Mindsgrewmorc & moredistiirbd, \v.^-l v 
(the Apprehension of the Lo*>5 of their essential RijjliisJ 
Events took place much like some that we hear "oT 
in the <juiet Cit>*5 of London & Westminster, tho it 
must be confessd there ha^^e been some Transactions 
for which even those Mother Cilii^s, have not seen 
occasion to afford Precedents since the year S8, from 
which glorious CEra neither their Right of Repre- 
sentation, nor of Jurys nor any other of tlictr essential 
Rights & Charter Privileges have ever been invaded. 
The most pnblick Marks of Contempt & Ignomy 
have been pnt upon the Gentlemen appointed to dis- 

' Th» jourad of lb* Ccogresc, prinitd from a mODOECFipt in llie pAp«n of 
moTT, lAa?, pp- 4p-4^r 
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tribute the Stamps through America & even in the 
West India Islands where it was least expected- The 
People in Boston began by hanging up their Stamp 
MasUrr i.ti Effigie. This was done under the Great 
Tree at the South Part of the Town, which now is 
called the Tree of Liberty, it is^not likely thai they 
had any thing further in View at first, but at Night 
great Numbers, many of them from the Neighboring 
Towns got together &,rc3olvd to make a Sacrifice 
of their Pageanlry by burning it on Fort Hill. Un- 
^fckily .i small liLiilLlLng.said to be designd for a 

Stamp Qi&£er^s well;is M" O r' Mansion House 

fclLiQ. thciju_W^'— the former of which they dcmol- 
jshd,' & to the other ihey did some Dammage but 
inconsiderable, in Comparison of what might have 
" been expec ted. This bore so hard upon M' O" Mind 
as to induce him the next Day publicfcly to declare 
his Resolution to resign his Office, which gave uni- 
versal Satisfaction throughout the Country* Suchi. 
Spirit ifi ;ill iho C<i]oay> t^xcepting Hallifax & Q^:^ 
beck has bad the saint- F.ffcct, & there is not a Man 
who dares to put the Aci in Hxecution. The People 
m England may perhaps think it difficult for us to jus- 
tify these I'rocecdinLXs. I do not now attempt it a[ndj 
yet I witl \f;i[iir'' fn t-vprr-^s nij Heleife» thnt if ihc 
whole Peopit: <if the NaUun had thought their essen- 
Ual unalienable Rights had been invaded by an Act 
of Parliam'. which is really thf Opinion which the 
whoIc_Pepple_of America havi' of the Stamp Ace — I 
say, in such a Case, after taking all U^al Steps to ob- 
tain redress to no Purpose, the wliak Pcapi€ of England 

' Aodrcv OUv«r. 
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would have taken the same ^t^ps^ijusiifyd ikem - 
selves — CO whi ch 1 make no Application . 

There was another Transaction m this Town of a 
truly m&bhish Nature which happend about a fort- 
night after the other viz on the 26 of August, when 
the Houses of M' Story Deputy regf of the Court^ 
Vice Admiralty, M' Hallowell Comptroler of the Cu s- 
tom, 9l the Lieutenant Governors were attackd, to tTie 
two former of which some Mischiefe wa^i done, & the 
Other has scarce any thing left but the Walts,^ The 
Cau&e of this Riot is not known publickly — some 
Persons have suggested their private Thoughts of it 
Be it what it will, The Town must appear to everj* 
candid Person to have had no Concern in it An 
universal Consternation appeard in the face s of every 
one the next morning, & a meeting of the Inhabt* 
tants was in a few hours had, the largest ever Enown 
on any Occasion, who unanimously dcclard their D e- 
testation of it I voted to assist tlie Majistrale to 
their utmost in preventing or suppressin&aflyJjilthcr 
Disorder, I ^need only to say, to prevent any ill Im- 
pressions that may be made of the Town in ih^ Miiu]^ 
ofscnsible Persons, on your Side the W.iU-i, th.^i iht 
House of Representatives, afterwards in th-jir Mes 
sage to the Gov' (who I should you have tol d was 
chiefly at the Castle during die Time of these Dis- 
turbances) express themselves in the foIIowTng Terms 
We should rather have thought your Excy would 
have expressd your Satisfaction in presiding over so 
loyal a People, who in that Part of the Governm' 
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where the Violences were committed, before there 
was Time for them to be supported by the Arm of 
civil Tower, & even wltt'ie the Supreme MajistraU was 
absent^ by ih^tr Gwn Motion raisd a Spirit, & di17u^ 
it thro" all Ranks, successfully to inteq>ofie & put a 
atop to such dangerous Proceedings/' ' 

This Province has since been pretty quiet, but the 
P eoples Opposj tjon_to the Stamp Act dayly increases, 
& I DeRevcnothiri'j \\\\\ 'M-t rrconctK th'-n to It* 

I have wrote in ^i*-*it liastr:, lIki Vc-ssi::! being now 
upon sailing. 

1 am with very great Esteem 
Sir 
Your most humble Serv' 

Samuel Adams, 
John Smith Esq" 









TO DENNVS DE BERDT.* 

(MS,. Coll<*crvoiii ol Ihf Eut of Dcnmouth ; * pociiAn nf tMi letter !■ 
pitnted, tinder dkit or Drctmbci 3i, U W, V. Wdlin i-ift ^/ StUfiutl A>{uniJ. 

•ot I, pp. t03-ioBj 



The Hou^ie of Representatives of this Province 
having appointed you their Agent for the Purposes 
mentioned in their Letter to you. is the Occasion 

* S*« above, page ^1^ 

> Forv4rdei] 16 the Etrl of Uutvunth hy Dcnnyi Dc Bvult. yiAh llio tULc- 
meat, '*Tbc 1iK:lit»cd Ldlu Wtule by Fuiir Mcmlient v( Lhc Auciabty wij 
vtol9 vilh tr>tiitiL?h Tpmprt vdA rAniUmr ThiE lE wnnM not I thnii^bT hp vntr* 
npubic to yovi Lordahip," Th« body of ihU Idtir U ptc^uipbUt id ih* 
hutd cJ ■ tUfk. WiUi nUmut to the ■[^I'oinLinFnL of De Bordi. NorcQibaE 
S- 7- "rf»S» •*♦ W. V. WHk ii/i t»/ Samtm! A/fintj, vol. i.^ p. So. 
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of our writing to you, not indeed by Order, but as in- 
dividual Memljcrs. Tht? 1 louse was so fully informed 
of your Ability and Inclination to serve the Province, 
that your Elcctionwas soon determinedby a very great 
Majority. We hope you will have rcceiv'd the ad- 
vice of your Appointment before this comes to Hand, 
and we may assure you thai your Acceptance of the 
Tnist, wiU give general Satisfaction to the good People 
here. 

His Majesty's Subjects of this Province, are very 
uneasy at several Acts of Parliament lately maclc^ by 
which their Trade is greatly obstructed, and unless a 
Remedy is applied, it is feared must soon be ruined. 
It has been very justly observed^ that the Advan- 
tage-s drawn from America to Great Britain, are to 
arise from Commerce, and therefore to encourage 
and pFOmote That, is her true Policy : The Profits of 
the Trade of the Colonies, thro' its several Channclls 
center in Great Brit^iin, and therefore to stop tliose 
Channels, must be evidently to her Prejudice* This 
will be the Case while the Su^ar Act remains in Force : 
The linglish West India Islands <\^ not produce suf- 
iicienl for the Consumption and Trade of the Conti* 
nent. To confine us then to those Islands, must 
diminish the Trade, It will in a great Measure e\xn 
dry up its very Source, Our Trade to the West In* 
dies, and our Fishery are mutual Supports to each 
other. They are indeed jointly the grand Basis of 
the whole. The Dut)- of three Pence per Gallon on 
foreign Molasses amounts to a full Prohibition, and 
must soon put a Stop to that Branch. As one third 
Part at lea&t, of all the Fish that is taken is lit for no 





IT65] 



SAMUEL AOyfJVS. 



•» 



Other Ma.rkct, it is very easy lo conceive how much 
OUT Fishery niuu be injured. It is much to be feared 
that so great n Loss ot Labour added to the usual 
Expence of carrying it on, will prove a total Discour- 
agement to it The Colonies may in Consequence o( 
this be put upon contriving some other Methods, per- 
haps to their own greater Advantage and not so 
beneficial to the Nation. Be that as it may, it Is cer- 
tain there will be an End to Remittances that are 
now made to Spain, Portugal and other Parts of Eu- 
rope, through which a very great part of the Prodtice 
of America and the Profits of the Trade flow into 
Great Britain, and set her Manufacturers of all Kinds 
to work. By means of the Trade of the Colonics as 
they have hitherto carried it on. Millions uf them 
have been enabled Yearly to consiime British Manu- 
factures^ An Attempt to raise Revenues out of their 
Trade, as it will in Effect advance the Price of your 
Manufactures, will reduce the People to the Neces- 
sity of setting up Manufactures of their own. Their 
Necessity will quicken their Invention^ and they will 
become by Degrees less useful, and in Time entirely 
useless to the Mother Country, But we humbly ap- 
prehend it would appear too partial for the Nation to 
confine her Views to her own Interest in regulating 
the Trad<? of her Colonies- There Is Justice due to 
them as Subjects — as such they have an equal Right 
with the Inhabitants of Britain of making Use of 
Trade and all other honest Means of subsisting and 
enriching themselves. Tlie Nation would show her 
Wisdom in cherishing tlie Trade of the Colonics, 
while she reaps so large a share of the Profits of it; 
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but to abridge tht^ir Trade; even tho' it should not be 
an Advantage to her, unless it also evidently appears 
to be carritrd on lo licr Prejudice, would not seem to 
be just 

The Colonists have as great a Regard for Right, 
Libcrtj' and Justict* as any People under Heaven — 
and ihey generally have Knowledge enough to dis- 
cover when their Rights are infringed. If this be 
true, you will own they merit the Esteem ol every 
Man of scn?^e In KngL^nd, especially when it may be 
justly added ihat rhey are and ever have been, as 
loyal Subjects as any the King has. They hold 
themselves intitled lo all the inherent, unalienable 
Rights of Nature, as Men — and to all the essential 
Rights of Britons, as subjects. The common Law of 
England, and the grand leading Principles of the Brit- 
ish Constitution have their Foundation in the Laws 
of Nature and universal Reason. Hence one would 
think that British Rights^ are in a great Measure, un- 
alknably, the Rights of the Colonists, anti of all Men 
eke. The American Subjects are by Charters from 
the Crown, and other royal Institutions declared in- 
titled to all the Rights and Privileges of natural born 
Subjects within the Reahii — and with good Reason ; 
for as emigrating Subjects, ihey brought the Rights 
and Laws of the Mother State with tliem. Had they 
been conquered, we presume that by the British Con- 
stitution, after taking the Oaths of Allegiance^ they 
would be acknowledged as free Subjects— much more 
when they have been neither Rebels nor Enemies. 
but have greatly merited of their Mother Counlry, by 
subduing and settling a large Continent, to the aniaz- 
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ing Increase of Naiional Power ai^d Wealth- Let 
it be observed thai the New England Provinces were 
settled by our Ancestors who came over but little 
more than a Century ajjo. and they have maintained 
them without one Fartliing's Expence to the Crown^ 
or any private Man in England till the last War. 
when the Nation bf*gan to see iheir real Importance. 
By the Act of 13*!* of George the Second, for natural- 
iring Foreigners, the Colonists arc considered as 
natural born Subjects, and intitird to all the essential 
Rights of such* The primary, absolute, natural 
Rights of Englishmen as frequently declared in Acts 
of Parliament from Magna Charta to this Day, are 
Ptrsmml Srcurily. Persana! I^iierty and Private Prop- 
erty, and to these Rights the Colonists are intitled by 
Charters, by Common Law and by Acts of Parlia- 
menL Can it then be wondered at th,tt the Act for 
lex^ing Stamp Duties upon the Colonies should be 
astonishing to them, since in divers Respects it totally 
annihilates these Rights. It is a fundamental Prin- 
ciple of the British Constitution that the supreme 
Power cannot take from any Man any Part of his 
Properly wjtliout his Consent in Person or by Rcpre* 
senLntion. It is certain the Consent of the Colonists 
was in no Sen^e had in Parliament, nor even asked, 
when this Act was made to tax them. They never 
had the Return of one Member of Parliament, nor a 
single Vote in the Election of one. The Right of 
Trj'alfi by Juries is also justly esteemed a main Pillar 
of the British Constitution, and the best security of 
the Lives, Liberty and Property of the Subjects. 
But by thi« Act the Property of the American 
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Subjects is triable ac the option of an Infonner by 
Courts of Admiralty without Juries. The Right of 
Representation and the Argument against this Tax 
founded upon it, is so constitutional, that ihe Writers 
in favour of it, have been put to great Shifts to evade 
it We have been told that wc are virtnatly repre- 
sented, but we must desire an Explanation of this 
vague Term, before we can give it a serious Consid- 
eration. We arc put upon a Fooling with Birmin^^ 
ham. Manchester and other Towns in England, who 
ihey say. send no Rcprt^sentatives, and yei are taxed 
— but have not those Towns a constltuttonal Right to 
be represented } and if they chusc to wave it. can tliat 
be a good Reason for taxing the Colonies tvilhout a 
Representation? Would it not be equally reasona- 
ble for the Majority of the Members of Parliament to 
deprive the Constituents of the Minority of the same 
Right, and tax them at Discretion? But Birming- 
ham, and the few Towns who send no Members, can- 
not be deemed reasonable Precedents for taxing all 
America, when it Is considered that all counties in 
England return Members, and all Freeholders have a 
Vole in their Election, and so in Fact are represented* 
In the Act of the first of James the First, wherein 
the Parliament recognized their Faith, Obt*dience 
and Loyalty to his Majesty and his royal Progfeny, it 
is declared that in that high Court of Parliament, all 
the whole Body of ihe Realm, and nrvery particular 
Member thereof, either in Person, or by Re^iresenta- 
tion, upon iheir own free EUtii<m^ arc by (he Laws of 
thi,s Realm deemed to be personally present. — but 
can it with the least Shadow of Trutli be said Uiat 
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the Colonies are there in Person, or by Representa* 
lion upon their own free Election ? Ye: the general 
auperintendtng Power of the Parliament over the 
whole British Empire b clearly admitted here, so far 
as in our Circumstances is consistent with the Enjoy- 
ment of our essential Rights, as Freemen, and Brit- 
ish Subjects; and we humbly conceive thiit by the 
Constitution, it is no further admissihlt^ by Great 
Britain herself. 

When \vc plead the Right of Representation, wc 
only mean to have our not being represented upon 
our own free Election considered as a Reason why 
we should not be taxed by the Parliament ; and we 
apprehend, that as wc arc entitled to all the Rights 
of British Subjects, it is a Reason that cannot be 
withstood without Violence to the Constitution. Wc 
arc far however from desiring any Representation 
there, because we think the Colonies cannot be 
equally and fully represented ; and if not equally 
then in Effect not at all. A Representative should 
be, and continue to be well acquainted with the 
internal Circnmstanctfs of the People whom he repre- 
sents. It is often necessary that the Circumstances 
of individual Towns should be brought into Com- 
{>artson with those of the whole so it is in particularly 
when Taxes arc in Consideration. The proportionate 
Part of each to the whole can be found only by an 
exact Knowledge of the internal Circumstances of 
each. Now the Colonies are at so great a Distance 
from the Place where the Parliament meets, from 
which they arc seperated by a wide Ocean ; and their 
Circumstances are &o often and continually varying. 
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as is the Case in all Countries not fully settled, that it 
would not be possible for Men, tho' ever so well 
ac(|uainted uilh llieni at tlie Begintng of a Parlia- 
ment, to continue to have an adequate Knowledge 
of them during the Existence of that Parliament^ 
If ;i Repjesentalive cannot be supposed tt> bave an 
exact Knowtetifre of the Abilities of his Constituents, 
in Proportion to the whole, when a general Tax is 
under Consideration, he cannot be said to represent 
them, so far at least as respects this very essential 
Concern, He must be a mere Cypher in the House, 
for he can neither give Yea or Nay, for want of 
maternal Knowledge- Aji unequal Proportion in 
Taxes, may naturally be expected from so partial 
and insufficient a Representation ; which it is most 
likely would be to the Prejudice of tlie Colonies ; for 
without supposing an undue Byas in the House of 
Commons, which however may possibly hereafter take 
place, it is to be considered that the Taxes of the 
People in Britain will be lighter iu Proportion to 
what is laid on the Colonies; and if what the Colo- 
nics ought to bear is a Matter of mere Conjecture, 
it IS not likely that the Nation in such a Case would 
form an Estimate to her own Prejudice. In short 
it appears to us that the Nation would not only be 
a Party, but the Judge too. without that Knowledge 
or the Possibility of having it, which would be 
necessarj' to form a right Judgment, or even any 
at alL The Stamp Act it self may serve to shew 
how liable even the Parliament may be to err in this 
important Matter for want of an adequate Knowledge 
of the Circumstances of the Colonies, while tliey 
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meant only to lay upon them a reasonable Tax. The 
Minister, iho' he was al the Pains to get all the In- 
formation he could, from some Gentlemen of reputed 
Knowlc^dgc of thr Colonic*!, then in England, has 
procured a parliamentary' Tax upon lliein, amountini:^ 
as wc arc told to a much greater Sum than cither he 
or the Parliament, or even those Gentlen^en who 
had so lately left the Colonies imaginetl it would. 
Such Mistakes in point of Taxation we are apt to 
think would generally and unavoidably be made, 
even tho' we should be represented as fully as our 
great Distance from England, and different Circum- 
stances would admit of. 

The several subordinate Powers of Legislation in 
America seem very probably to have been consti- 
tuted upon their being considered a^ free Subjects 
of England, and the Impossibility of their being 
represented in the Parliament, for which Reason 
these Powers ought to be held sacred. By Means 
thereof that Liberty which they justly claim as their 
Birthright is established. To deprive them of these 
subordinate Powers, which is in Effect done by the 
Stamp Act. destroys that Liberty. The Exercise 
of Pariiamcntary Jurisdiction in levying external and 
iftlernHl Taxes on the Colonists, while they are 
not and cannot be represented, is inconsistent with 
any Degree of Krcedom. It brings them under a 
Government essentially different from thai which 
their Fellow Subjects in Britain are under,* The 
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American Powers o( Government arc rather to be 
considered as Matters of Justice ihan Favor — wllh* 
out them they cannot enjoy that Freedom, which, 
having never forfeited, no Power on Earth has any 
Right to deprive them of. 

The Charter of this Province, invests the Power of 
making Laws for its internal Government in the 
General Assembly. Our Laws are made, with the 
Consent of Representatives of our own free Flection. 
The People are all personally present by their Rep- 
resentatives, in the Assembly which governs and 
taxes them — and (hiis, the full Fnjoyinent of those 
essential Rights which justly belong to ihem as Sub- 
jects of Great Britain is prescrved^ — At the same 
Time that Dependence and Subordination which they 
are ever ready to acknowledge, will appear to be 
effectually secured, when it is considered that their 
Laws must first have the Concurrence of the Council 
upon whose Electron (he Chair has a Negative, and 
the Consent of the Governor who is appointed by 
the Crown, before they can be in Force^and finally 
they must be laid before his Majesty, who at any 
Time during three Year* di^mulls them at his Royal 
Pleasure. Here is all the Check which the Nation 
can in Reason desire. A further Controul would 
leave them the Name only of free Subjects. 

We find that Attempts have been made to raise 
a Jealousy in the Nation, that the Colonists are 
struggling for Independence, than which Nothing can 
be more injurious. It is neither their Interest nor 
have Uiey ever shown the least Disposition to be 
independent of Great Britain. They have always 
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prided themselves in being British Subjects, and have 
with the greatest Cheerfulness done every Thing in 
their Power to projnole the common Catise of the 
Nation And We have Reason to believe that they will 
ever remain firmly attached to the Mother Country* 
We are with great Respect 
Sir 

Your most humble Servants, 
James Otis 
Thomas Cushinc 
Samuel Adams 
Thomas Gray' 
Deksis Deberdt Esq^ 



THE TOWN OF BOSTON TO THE TOWN OF PLVMOt;TH. 
MAKCil 14. 1766. 

(Bovlan Record Comniitfioncn' Kcport. i^t- 16, pp. t7»-iT4'] 

T^ the Inhahiianls of the TotVH of Piymouih 

Gentlkmew 

The Inhabitants of the Town of Boston legally 
assembled in Fanenil Hall have receivd with singular 
pleasure, your rcspeclfu! Address of the 16'^ of Jan- 
iiarj' lai^t: The warm Sentiments of public Virtue 
which you therein express is a sufficient Evidence, 
that the most ancient Town in New England to 
whose Pretlecessors this Province in a particular man- 
ner is so greatiy indebted (or their necessary Aids in 
its original Settlement still retain the truly noble 
|Spiritof our renowned Ancestors — When we recollect 
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the ardent love of Religeon and Liberty, which in- 
spired the Urcasts of those Worthys; which induced 
ihem at the Time when Tyranny had lard its oppressive 
Hand on Church and State in their Native Country, 
to forsake their fair Possessions and seek a Retreat in 
this distant Fart of the Earth — When Ave reflect upon 
their early care to lay a soiled Foundation for Learn- 
ing, even in a Wilderness, as the surest if not Che only 
Means of preseriing and cherishing the I'nnciple-S of 
Liberty and Virtue, and transmitting them to us their 
Posterity, our Mind is filled with deep Veneration, 
and we bless and revere their Memory, — 

When we consider the immense Cost and Pains 
they were at in subduing, cultivating, and settling 
this Land, with the utmost Peril of their Lives : and 
the Surprizing increase of Dominion Strength and 
Riches, which has accrued to Great Britain by tlieir 
Expence & Labour w^ confess we feel an honest 
Indignation to think there ever should have been 
any among her Sons, so ungrateful as well as unjust 
and Cruel as to seek their Ruin — 

Instances of this too frequently occur in the past 
History of our Country: The Names of Randolph, 
of Andross and others are handed down to us with 
Infamy ; And the Times in which we live, even these 
very Times, may furnish sonte future Historian with a 
Catalogue of those, wlio louk upon our rising Great- 
ness with an envious eye: and while we and our 
Sister Colonics, have been exerting our growing 
Strength !n the most substantial services to the 
Mother Country, by Art and Intrigue havT wickedly 
altempted to deceive her into Measures to enslave 
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US — If then Gentlemen, the Inliablunu of this Me- 
tropolis, have discovered an invariable Allachmcni 
to the Principles of Libertj', when it has been in- 
V^drd : If ihry have made the most vigorous Exer- 
tions for onr Counlry when she has been thrcatiied 
with the Loss of every Tiling that has been dear : If 
they have Tjse<l their utmost Endeavors that she may 
be relieved froin tho?ie Difficulties, with which She 
is at this Time embarrassed : \\ they have taken the 
Legal and warrantable Measures to prevent that 
Misfortune of all others the mo&t to be dreaded, the 
Execution of the Stamp Act ; and as a necessary- 
Means of preventing il, have made any Spirited Ap- 
plications for opening the Custom House and Courts 
of Justice; If at tlie same Time they Iiave bore their 
Testimony against outrageous Tnmulis and illegal 
proceedings, and given any Example of the Love of 
Peace & good order next tu the consciousness of 
having done their Duty is the Satisfaction of mee^ 
ing with the Approbation of any of their Fellow 
Countrymen — 

That tlie Spirit of our venerable Forefathers, may 
revive and be defused through every Community in 
this Land: That Libcrtj' Civil and Keligcous. the 
grand Objtft;i of llit-ir View, may still lie felt enjoy'd 
& vindicated by the present Generation, and the fair 
Inheritance transmitted to our latest Posterity, is the 
fervent wish of the Metropolis — Submitted h)" — 

Samuhl Adams 
John Ruddock 
John Hancock 
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ADDKESS OF THE HOUi;E OF RErRESESTATTVES OF MASSA- 
CHUSKirS TO THE GOVERNOR. jUMCj. 1766. 

[MuHchu9ciu SUie FApom. pp. i^A\\ 

May it pUase your ExttUemy^ 

The House of Representatives of this province, 
beg leave to return to your Lxcellency our congratu- 
lations upon the repeal of the stamp act ; a most 
interesting and happy event, which has diffused a 
general joy among all his Majesty's loyal and faithful 
subjects throughout this extensive continent. 

This is a repeated and striking instance of our most 
gracious Sovereign's paternal regard for the happiness 
and welfare of all his subjects. We feel upon this 
occasion, the deepest sense of loyalty ami gratitude. 
We are abundantly convinced thai our legal and 
constitutional rights and liberties will always be safe 
under his propitious government. We esteem the 
relation we have ever stood in with Great Britain, the 
mother country, our happiness and security. We 
have reason to confide in the British Parliament, from 
th]» happy instance, that all his Majesty's faithful sub' 
jccts^ however remote^ are the objects of their pat- 
ronage and justice. 

When we reflect on the difficulties under which 
this important business labored, and the causes from 
whence they arose, we are truly astonished that they 
have been surmounted; and we gratefully resent the 
noble aud generous efforts of those illustrious patriots 
who have disiinguished themselves in our cause. In- 
deed, when we look back upon the many dangers 
from which our country hath, even from its first set- 
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llement, been delivered, and the policy and power of 
those, who have to this day sought its ruin, we arc 
sensibly struck with an admiration of Divtne good* 
Tiess, and would religiously regard the arm which has 
so often shielded us. 

Upon so joyful an occ^lon. we were in hopes your 
Excellency would have spread a veil over every dis- 
agreeable scene in the late times of public calamity; 
but to our surprise and astonishment, we find your 
Excellency declaring in your spcpch, at the opening 
of the General Court, that this cannot be done till a 
better temper and understanding shall prevail in 
general, than there seems to be at present. Though 
your Excellency has seen reason to form so unfavor- 
able an opinion of the present times, we be^ leave, 
with all humility, to ask, whether so great a liberality 
as you have shown, in your strictures upon ihem, has 
a tendency to make them better ? 

" Private interests and resentments/' " popular dis- 
content." "unlimited abuse on the most respectable 
characters." These and such like expressions, run 
through a considerable part of your speech. We 
should have been glad if yojr Excellency had given 
some intimation, at least, that you did not mean to 
cast reflections on either of the two Houses, to whom 
your speech was immediately addressed We have 
reason to fear, that whatever were your intentions, 
this construction will be put upon it by those who 
would be f^lad to improve the authority of your Ex- 
cellency to our dii^advantage. Upon this account, 
we find ourselvc* under a necessity, explicitly to de- 
clare to your Excellency, that no private resentments 
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o( ours, have intermixed with popular discontent. 
We have no interest detached from, or inconsistent 
with, the common good ; we are far from having any 
" ill purposes *" to execute, much less under the '* bor* 
rowed mask of patriotic zeal" or :iny other hypocrit- 
ical disguise. It has ever been our pride lo cultivate 
harmony and union, upon the priticipies of Mbeny 
and virtue, among the several branches of the legis^ 
laturc, and a due respect and reverence for his Maj- 
esty's representative in the province. We have 
endeavored to solicit integrity and ability to the aid 
of the people, and are ver}' sorry if gentlemen of char- 
acter have, by any means, been deterred from serving 
their country, especially in time of danger, when the 
eyes of all might have been upon them for deliver- 
ance. At such a time, for true patriots to be silent, 
is dangerous. Your Excellency tells us of an unlini* 
ited abuse which has been cast upon the most respect* 
able characters, of which you have had no little 
experience yourself; but you assure us that it has 
not abated yoitr concern for the welfare of the coun- 
try', nor prevented your endeavors to promote it. 
Wc thank your Excellency ; and upon this assurance 
we have reason to hope you have employed your in* 
Buence in behalf of this people, at a time when they 
so much stood in need of it. in representing their be- 
havior» in general in the most candid and favorable 
view- In this light his Majesty, his Ministry and 
Parliament, have been desirous of viewing it, and 
when this good people shall find that your Excellency 
has served them in so essential a point, they wilL we 
arc sure, be ready "to recognise you in the united 
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characitr of a rnie friend to the province, and a 
faithful servant of the Crownn" 

But, may it please your lixccllcncy, we cannot for- 
bear observing^ that when you arc speaking, as we 
conceive, of the injustice done his Honor the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, the last year, your manner of ex- 
pression would lead a stranger lo think that ?so horrid 
an aet of villany was perpetriilec], hy the body of this 
people. The infatuation, you tell us, "has been car- 
ried to such a degree of injustice, that the princi- 
pal object of the fury of the fiioplf, was a gentleman 
to whom they were most highly indebted for his 
services in the very cause for which they rose against 
him. Your Excellency, no doubt, means that the 
whole pcoplsr, and not a part only, were most highly 
indebted to thi:^ gentleman for his services, and that 
the particular cause in which he had been engaged, 
concerned iheiii all; iind yet, so infatuated have the 
body of the people been, that they even rose against 
this very gentleman, and made him the object of 
their fury! Is not this the natural meaning of your 
word?; ? And will it nut. sir, afford matter of triumph 
to the unrelenting enemies of this province, to hear 
the Governor himself declaring that this was the 
"prevailing temper of the people;'' that such was 
their "violent and precipitate measures," and that a 
veil cannot, even now. be drawn over so *' disgraceful 
a scene," because the same temper among the people 
in general still prev^ls. There may, sir, be a general 
popular discontent upon good grounds. The people 
may sometimes have just reason to complain; your 
Excellency must be sensible, that in such a circum- 
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Stance, evil minded persons may take the advantage, 
and rise in tumult. This has been too common in 
the best rf^gulated and b<^st disposed cities in Europe. 

Under cover of tlie night a few villains may do much 
mischief. And such, sir, ^v*as the case here ; but the 
virtue of the people themselves linally suppressed the 
mob; and we have reason to believe, that the unaf- 
fected concern which they discover at so tragical a 
scene, their united detestation of it, thetr spirited 
measures to prevent further disorders, and other cir- 
cumstances well known la the honorable gentleman 
himself, have fully satisfied him, thai such an imputa- 
tion was without reason. But for many months pasl 
there has been an undisturbed tranquillity in general, 
in this province, and for the greater part of the time, 
merely from a sense of good order in the people, 
while they have been in a great measure deprived of 
the public tribunals, and the administration of justice, 
and so far thrown into a state of nature. 

We arc at a loss to conceive your Excellency's 
meaning, when yoLi allude to some proceedings which 

'when known at home you fear will afford matter of 
triumph to those who were for maintaining the stcmp 
act. and sorrow and concern to those who procure its 
repeal;" and when you tell us that ** the infiamina- 
tton of the country- has been a grand object with 
some persons," we cannot suppose your Excellency 
woulJ make a public declaration of a matter of such 
importance without good grounds. An attempt to 
inflame a country is a crime of very dark complexion. 
You tell us that a stop has not yet been put to that 
pursuit; wc hope you have taken every prudent and 
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legal step in your own department to prevent it. 
Permit us however, lo say. that it U possible you 
may have been misinformed, by persons not well a(- 
fected to this people, and who would be glad to have 
it thought that we were turbulent and factious, and 
perpetually murmuring, even after every cause of 
complaint is removed. Such characters may still ex- 
ist in the persons of some who have taken all occa- 
sions from the just resentment of the people, to 
represent them as inflammatory, disaffected and dis- 
loyal. Should there be any persons so abandoned. 
as to make it the object of their policy, to inflame 
the minds of the people against a wise, a good, a 
"mild and moderate administration." they may be 
assured of the severest censures of this House as 
soon as they are known. 

But the manner in which you are pleased to ex- 
plain the grounds of your testimony against the elec- 
tions of the present year, seems to imply that it is 
your opinion that the two Houses have been so far 
inDucnccd by an inflammator>' spirit in particular 
persons, as even to make an attack upon the govern- 
ment in form- The two Houses proceeded in these 
elections with perfect good humor and good under- 
standing : and as no other business had been trans- 
acted when we were f*<voretI with your speech. It is 
astonishing to us, that you should think this a time 
to " interrupt the genera! harmony," Wc arcwhoUy 
at a loss to conceive how a full, free and fair election 
can be called "an ^uttack upon the government in 
form," "a professed intention to deprive it of its 
best and most able scr\-ants." "an ill-judged and tU 
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oppugnanon o 
may it piease your Excellency, arc high and griev- 
ous charges against the two I (oiise^. and such as we 
humbly conceive, no crowned ht^ad since the revolu- 
tion has thought fit to bring against two Houses of 
Farliamcnt. It seems to us to be hltlc short, if any 
thing, of a dircxl imppachiiient of the two Hotjses 
of high trcasonn Oppiignation of the King's author- 
ity is but a learned mode of expression, which re- 
duced lo plain Hn-jlish, is fighting against the ICings 
most excellent Majesty. But whiit, sir, is the op- 
pugnation which we have been guilty of? We were 
summoned and convened here to give our free suf- 
frages at the general election, directed to be annually 
made by the royal charter. We have given our 
suffrages according to the dictates of our conscien- 
ces, and the best light of our understanding. It 
was certainly our right to choose, and as clearly 
a constitutional power in your Excellency to dis- 
approve, without assigning a reason either before 
or after your dissenL Your Excellency has thought 
proper to disapprove of some. We are far even 
from sut,'gesting that the country" has by this meaos 
been deprived of its best and ablest servants. We 
have released those of the Judges of the Superior 
Court who had the honor of a seat at the Board, 
from the cares and perplexities of politics, and given 
them opportunity to make still farther ad^'ances in 
the knowledge of the law, and to administer right 
and justice within this jurisdiction. We have also 
left other gentlemen more at leisure to discharge the 
duties and functions of their important offices. This 



I 



17661 



SAMUEL ADAMS. 



ftt 



surely b not lo deprive the government of its best 
and ablest servants, nor can it be called an oppugna- 
tion of any thing, but a dangerous union of legisla- 
tive and executive power in the name persons; a 
grievance lon^ compiained of by our constituents, 
and the redress of which some of us had special in- 
struction, to endeavor at this very election to 
obtain. 

Your Excellency is pleased to say. that only one 
of all the American petitions "was well received 
and of real use in producing the repeal;" that peti- 
tion was forwarded from this province in season, to 
be presented to the Parliament, before the stamp 
act was passed ; by whose influence the presentation 
of it was so long delayed by Mn Agent Jackson, 
and omitted through that whole session of parlia- 
ment, it is needless for us at present to inquire. 
If it was so well received, as your Excellency tells us 
it was, and of real use in procuring the repeal, there 
is reason to think it might have had its designed 
effect lo prevent the passing that act, and saved chis 
continent from that distress and confusion in which 
it has been involved But your Excellency is under 
a mistake, in supposing that this petition, alone was 
well received and of real use. Those from ihe late 
t^eneral conji^ress, we are informed by our agent Mr, 
Deberdt. were early laid before the Ministry, and 
wfiv well received by them. He tells us, that Mr. 
Secretary Conway kindly undertook to present that, 
which was prepared for his Majesty ; and as the 
royal car is always open to the distresses of his 
people, wc have not the least reason to doubt but 
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[hat so unite<l a stipplkatian of liU American siib> 
jects was graciously considered by liim ; and with 
regard to those to the two Houses of rarliamcnt, 
one of them at least wc know was highly approved 
of by the chairman of the commitltc for American 
affairi5, was read in the House of Commons, and sup- 
ported by Mr. Pitt : it was never rejected, and we 
cannot suppose it failed of due attention merely for 
want of fonn. In truth sir, we look back with the 
utmost pleasure upon the wisdom of the last House 
of Representatives, in proposing such a union of the 
colonies ; and iilihoiigh some have taken gre;it pains 
to lessen the weight and importance of the late con> 
grc^ in the minds of the people, we have the stron- 
gest reason to believe that their firm and prudent 
measures had a very great influence in procuring 
this happy repeal. 

Vou are pleased to make a declaration that "when- 
ever an opportunity shall offer to restore harmony 
and union to the provincial coimcils, you will most 
cordially embrace it/' The time, sir. is already 
come ; never was there so happy a juncture, in which 
lo accomplish so desirable an end ; and II will be 
the pride of this House to improve it; with this 
disposition we come together. If any expression or 
sentiment in your speech should have a contrary 
effect, as it will so far defea: our honest intention, 
it will fill us with real concern. Pennit us also to 
say, that it will disappoint the expectations of his 
Majesty and the Parliament in repealing the stamp 
act ; for it is most reasonable in thL-m to expect that 
the restoration of the colonics to domestic peace and 
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tranquillity will be the happy effect of the establish- 
nient of thtir jusi rights and liberli^?*!- 

When your Excellency shall " be assisted by special 
instruction, and speak to us with greater authorit)' 
ihaij your own," we shall be all attention ; being a:*- 
Rured, from past experience, that everj'thing coming 
from his Majesty will be full of grace and truth. 



ANSWER OK THE HOUSE OF KEPRESENTATIVES OF M.\SSA- 
CHUSETTS TO THE GOVERNOR^ Sl'EECII. JUKE 5. t766. 

Jlftiy it please your Kxceliency, 

The House have fully consitiered your Excellency's 
speech of the third in.'itant.and b(?g leave to observe. 
that as on the one hand no consideration shall ever 
induce us to remit in the least our loyalt)* and gratis 
tudc to the best of Kings, sn on the other, no luipro- 
voIcchI asperity of expression on the part of your 
Excellency can deter us from asserting our undoubted 
charter rights and privileges. One of the principal 
of those is, that of annually choosing his Majesty's 
Council for this province. 

Had the most excellent letter from one of his Maj- 
esty's principal Secretaries of Slate, which has been 
coinnuinicated to the House, arrived sooner, it could 
not have prevented the freedom of our elections; nor 
can we, on the strictest examination of the transac- 
tions of the day of our general election, so far as thf 
House was concerned, discover the least reason for 
regret. So long as wc shall have our charter privi- 
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leges cotitinwed. we must think ourselves inexcusable. 
if wc should stiffcr oiirsclves to be intimidated in the 
free exercise of them. This exercise of our rights 
can never, with any color of reason, be adjudged an 
abuse of our liberty. 

Lest Mi'c should be at a loss for the proceedings 
and tran^aciions which have given your ExcfflUmcy 
so much uneasiness, you have been pleased to inform 
us, in express terms, that you "mean the excluding 
from the King's Council the principal Crown Offi- 
cers : men not only respectable in themselves for 
their integrity, their abilities and their fidelity to their 
country, as well as to their King, but also quite 
necessary to the administration of government in the 
very station from whence we have displaced them." 
Had your Excellency thought fit to have favored us 
with your scntimcnls find opinion of the candidates 
previously to the election, it could not have more 
arrested our attention as a breach of our privileges ; 
and it would surely be as proper to give intimations 
of this kind before, as now the business is past a 
remedy, for this year at least. The Assembly of 
another year will act for themselves, or under such 
influence and direction as they may think fit- The 
two Crown Officers who were of the Honorable 
Board the last year, and not chosen this, are the 
Lieutenant Governor and Secretary'. Theother gen- 
tlemen of the Board last year, who arc not chosen 
this, hold only provincial commissions. This province 
has subsisted and flourished, and the administration 
of government has been carried on here entirely to 
the royal approbation, when no Crown Officers had a 
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seal at the Board, and we trust this may be the case 
again. We find not in the Secretary of State's letter 
the least mttmation that it was expected by his Maj- 
jest>' or his Ministry, that wc should elect into his 
Majestj''s Council the principal, or indeed any other 
Crown Officers- For anything that appears in the- 
letter, we arc left entirely to the exercise of our own 
judgment and best discretion in making our elections 
agreeably to the royal charter. 

If it is not now tn our power in 50 full a manner^ 
as will be expected, to show our respectful gratitude 
to the mother country, or to make a dutiful, affec* 
tionate return to the indulgence of the King and 
Parliament it shall be no fault of ours; for this we 
intend and hope, we shall be able fully to effect. 

We cannot persuade ourselves that it must and 
will be understood tiial those j^cntlemen were turned 
out, as your Excellency is pleased to t-xpiess it, (or 
their deference to acts of the British Legislature 
Wc have given the true reason of this proceeding in 
our answer to your Excellency's first speech of this 
session. We arc under no apprehension thai when 
the true grounds and reasons of our proceedings are 
known and candidly considered, we shall be in the 
\t^.A^i dej^rec chargeable with unthankfulnc^:^ and dis* 
satisfaction on ground of former heat and prevailing 
prejudice, or on any other ground. 

Vour Excellency says, "it is impossible to give 
any tolerable coloring to this proceeding." The in- 
tegrity and uprightness of our intentions and conduct 
is such, chat no coloring is requisite, and therefore 
we shall excuse ourselves from attempting any. We 
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hold ourselves to be quite free in our suffrages ; and 
provided we observe the directions of our charter, 
and the laws of the land, both which wc have strictly 
adhrrf^d to, avc are by no means accountable but to 
God and our own consciences for the manner in 
which we give them. We believe your Excellency 
is the first Governor of this province that ever form- 
ally called the two Houses of Assembly to account 
for their suffrages, and accused them of ingratitude 
and disa^cctton to the Crown, because they had not 
bestowed ihcin on such persons as in the opinion of 
the Governor, were quite necessary 10 the administra- 
tion of government. Had your Excellency been 
pleased in season to have favored us with a list, and 
positive orders whom to choose, we should, on your 
principles have been without excuse. But even the 
most abject slaves arc not to be blamed for disobey- 
ing their master's will and pleasure when it is wholly 
unknown to ihem. 

Your Excellency says, " If it should be justified 
by asserting a right, that is. a legal power to choose 
whom we [^lease; without regard to any considerations 
whatever, the justification itself will tend to impeach 
the right/' We clearly assert our charter rights of a 
free election. But for your Excellency's definition of 
this right, viz. *'a legal power to choose whom we 
please, without regard to any considerations what- 
ever/ we contend not. Wc made our elections after 
the most mature and deliberate consideration, and 
had special regard to the qualifications of the candi- 
dates, and all circumstances considered, chose those 
we judged most likely to serve his Majesty, and pro- 
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mote the welfare iind prosperily of his people. We 
cannot conceive how the assertion of our clear charter 
ri^'ht of free election can lend to impeach that right 
or charier. We would hope tliat your Excellency 
does not mean open and publicly to threaten us witli 
a deprivation of our charter privileges, merely for 
exercising them according to our IjcaI jtidgincnt and 
discretion. As to us, as our charter is, we should 
think it of very Ititle value, If it should be adjudged 
that the sense and spirit of it require the electors 
should be nnder the absolute direction and control of 
the Chair, even in giving iheir suffrages. For what- 
ever may be our Ideas of the wisdom, prudence, mild- 
ness and moderation of your achiiinisEration, of your 
forgiving spirit, yet we are not sure your successor 
will possess those shining virtues. 

Wc arc vef)' sensible that be our right of elec- 
tion ever so ckar and absolute, there Is a distinction 
between a right and tlic proprict>' of exercising it. 
This distinction we hope, will apply itself with full 
force, and all its advantage to your Iixecllcncy"s re- 
hictani exertion of tbe prerugalive in disapproving 
six of the gentlemen chosen by the two Housts of 
Assembly. But this being a matter of discretion, is 
solely within your Kxcellency's breast, ;ind we are 
taught by your just distinction, that such is the gift 
of suffrages. It therefore gives us great pain to have 
our discretion questioned, and our public conduct thus 
repeatedly arraigned. 

Your Hxcellcncy has intimated your readiness to 
concur with us in any palliative or expedient to pre- 
vent the bad effects of our elections, which you think 



88 



THE WRiTiNGS OF 



fl766 



muse surely be very hurcf j1 to tlie province, if it should 
be maintained and vindicated. But, as we are under 
no apprehensions of any such effects, especially when 
we reflect on th(? ability anJ integrity of the Council 
your Excellency has approved of, we beg leave to 
excuse ourselves from any unnecessary' search after 
palliatives or expedients. 

We tliank your Excellency for your kind assurainces 
of "using all means to save the credit of this pro- 
vince." But wc conceive that when the true state of 
the province is represented and known, its credit can 
be in no kind of danger, The recommendation en- 
joined by Mr. Secretary Conway's letter, and in con* 
sequence ihertof made to us, we shall embrace the 
first convenient opportunity to consider and act upon. 
In the mean time cannot but observe, that it is con- 
ceived in much higher and stronger terms in the 
speech than in the letter. Whether in thus exceed- 
ing, your Excellency speaks by your own authority, 
or a higher, is not with us to determine. 

However, if this recommendation, which your Ex- 
cellency terms a requisition, be founded on '*so much 
justice and humanity that il cannot be controverted ; " 
If "the authority with which it is introduced should pre- 
clude all disputation about complying with it/* wc 
should be glad to know what freedom we have in the 
case. 

In answer to the questions which your Excellencj- 
has proposed with so much seeming emotion, we beg 
leave to declare, that we will not suffer ourselves to 
be in the least influenced by party animosities or 
domt^tic feuds, let them exist where they may : that 
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if we can possibly prevent it, this fine country shall 
never be ruined by any person : chat it shall beihrough 
no default of ours, should this people be deprived of 
the great and niarifcst advantages which tlie favor 
and indulgence of our most gracious Sovereign and 
his Parliament are even now providing for them. On 
the contrary, that it shall ever be our highest ambition, 
as it is our duty, so to demean ourselves in public and 
private life, as shall most clearly demonstrate our loy- 
alty and gratitude to the best of Kings, and thereby 
recommend this people to further gracious marks of 
the royal clemency and favor. 

With regard to the rest of your Excellency's speech, 
we are sorry wc are constrained to observe, that the 
general air and style of its savors much more of an 
act of free grace and pardon, than of a parliamentary' 
address to the two Houses of Assembly ; and wc 
most sincerely wish your Excellency had been pleased 
to reserve it (\i needful) for a proclamation. 



THE TOWN OF BOSTON TO DENNYS DE HERDT, 
OCTOftERlJ. 1760. 

[MS-, SiiftiiB] Ail«in* V»pm. ">1, i, Ijrnrit Ubinty; % mi^ififtl i«i ippein 
la B<iiton Rccomj Cummiatioticn' Rci^dtI. vdL \i», pp. iqi-i^.] 

Sir 

The t*reeholders & other InhahitantsL of the Town 
of Boston being legallya^embled in Faneuil Hatlhave 
appointed a^ a Com^* to address you in their Behalf 
& to beg yo\if friendly assistance as you shall judge 
necessary in an Affair in which they apprehend their 
Reputation & Interest may be greatly concernd 
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Before we proceed to the particular matter which 
js the Occasion of our wntlng we btrg leave to ob- 
serve that upon the happy repeal of the late Stamp 
Act, we were infornid that our Adversarys had even 
predicted that America would receive the News in a 
manner, haughty & disre&pectfiill to His Majesty & 
the Parliament — -And we have seen with astonish- 
ment & Indignation, in the Protest of some of the 
Lords ^.gain^t the Repeal, that one Reason of their 
Lordships Protest was, that they had been made 
acquainted that it was the Design of the Americans 
to bring the Authority of I'arliament for the future 
into Contempt, We have Reason to believe that the 
Decency which was observd by Persons of every 
rank in ail the Colonys in their publick rcjoycings 
ujifMi l!»at memorable Occasion has convincd the sen- 
sible & impariial Pare of the nation that such Appre- 
hensions & Predictions were without just Grounds; 
& we flatter our selves that their Lordships may by 
this time have reason to conclude that their Informa- 
tion from this side the Water was at least sudden & 
injudicious, & perhaps the Effect of a deep rooted 
Prejudice against the Colnnys, a sirong desire to 
have the Act enforcd & a Determination at all Haz- 
ards to prevent its repeal. 

The Truth is. the Colonys who universally pride 
themselves In bein^ British Subjects, & have the 
warmest Senst: of the Blessings of the British Con- 
stitution, for e\cr considcrd the Act as a Violation of 
that happy Constitution. & they have the Satisfac- 
tion of being infonnd that thi*4 Opinion was sup- 
ported by a Number of the most illustrious as well as 
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respectable of both houses of Parliam', In this View 
of the nature of the Act the Colonys first Petitiond 

I against it even when it was a Bill but without Success 
& afterwards came into re§otution& to transmit to Pos- 
terity their Sense of it, with Assurance that if it was 
finally put into Execution it w*^ not be with their Con- 
sent- The People universally oppostl the Act but at 
the same time discoverd the most zealous Attachment 
to his Maje^tys Person & governm* it the strongest 
Aflcction to their fellow Subjects the People of Great 
Britain. This we know some of our Enemys have 

\ cndeavord to represent as a Paradox,& from an un- 
easiness or if they please an opposition to a single 
Act. upon an apprehension of its being unconstltu- 
tionai, they would inferr a setllect Design to bring 

I the whole Authority of Pariiam^ into Contempt as if 
it could not possibly be supposd of an affectionate 
& ilutifiiH Non whose reverenct: for his fathers Au- 
thority could never be impeachd, that yet in a sin- 
gle Instance might see the unreasonableness of his 
Fathers Command & with the deepest regret be even 
ready to refuse Obedience. An Opposition to an 
Act of Parliam' merely from a regard to the Consti- 
tution cannot surely be lookd upon as a Contempt of 
the Authority of Governni' since Government it self 
is built upon & circumscribd by the Constitution, 
or in other Words to contend for the ;:rand Dcsi^ & 
Ends for which Governm' was originally institiitetl is 
the best if not the only Way to support its Authority. 
The Colonys were discontented with the Act because 
Ihcy thought it overlcapt the Bounds ol the Consti- 
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of GcMrcnim' to the Srcarity of Property. If ihey 
vert in an Error it was an Error of their judgifl 
osljr o( vfiich bowe*'trr dic>' have fterer jpet bee* 
coovinol — Co insinuate that the Oppo iiti oo to the 
Act vat mere pretence & that the Design to the 
CoioDyv was to weaken the juu Authork)' of Par* 
liam' & by degrees to ahake of7 a conszitutioaal De- 
peodeflce is tiikstq>pOftable by a single fact cc the least 
Shadow of reason ; it is base ungenerous & unjust. 

This Town has always been vcrj- careful! durir^ 
the late Times of Calarnit>' to prcscr\"e as much as 
possible Good order among its Inhabitants, of vrhich 
they ^ave an Early Proof when a dangerous Mob 
arose & some Oatrages were commioed by Persons 
as yet unknown, A good deal of Mischief was done 
as all the Work! have Iwt^ told, however after all 
the Exaggerations the whole Dammage ts short of 
j^4ooo — but it will appear the less surpriiing that 
so much was done when it is considcrd that the Mob 
was sudden & unexpected & appeard ^o furious as 
to occasion a general Consternation, & besides it 
being in the night, it was not ea5>* to distinguish 
between them St the innocent People. Vet the In- 
habit;ints were far from being inactive in their En* 
dcavors to suppress immediately — they made diverse 
Attempts & took every step that could be thought 
of nmidst thr Confusion, A numl>cr went to the 
Gov" \ louiir? to laki- his Excys Orders but he was not 
in town — from whence one would conclude that he 
was no more apprehensive of such a tumult from any 
Appearancf^s thnn others were. If there had been 
any reason to have expected it, we presume his 



I7«l 



SAMUEL ADAMS, 



93 



Exc'* Care for the Peace & Order of the Govcrnm* 
w** hiivfr pro* iinl the first lnldliy(?iice & that hew* 
have thought it his duty to have been present or 
at least that he v/* have taken the necessary Pre- 
caution's & given Orders to have prevented it — but 
the Inhabitants were left lo do the best they could, 
& there is no doubt but much more mischief w^ have 
been done if they had not made use of Art & 
Perswasion when they fortunately wanted the Coun- 
tenance of his Excy.^ Authority As a town they 
express'd their Detestation of such Proceedings 
early the next day and assured the civil Magistrate 
that they were ready to assist lo ihi:ir utmost in 
restoring the Peace of the Town as you wJil see 
by the inclosd vote & we may venture to assure 
you that the Efforts of Persons of every order & 
Condition in town in Consequence of this Resolution 
was the principal Mean^ of suppressing the Mob 
which WAS done in one day. Yet we have been 
unfvratefully & publickly chargd with being tame 
Spectators of this Outrage & have been told that 
our reputation suffers much in the Opinion of the 
World on this Account. But whatever representa- 
tion may have been made to our Prejudice, which 
wc think wc have some good reason to suspect, our 
mo?*t inveterate Enemy dare not ojxmly assert that 
the civil Authority in this County & even thro the 
Province has not as good reofion to be assured of 
the Assistance of the People in the legal Exercise 
of Power as in any County in England. 

This leads us to give you an Account of some laic 
Occurrences in this Town which is the particular 
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Occasion of our troubling you with this Letter. A 
few Weeks past the Collector & Comptroller of hia 
Majcslys Customs for this Port having, as they said, 
an Information thai yoods illegally Imported were 
lodgd in the Custody of one M' Malcomb an In- 
habitant of the Town, they accordingly repaird to 
his House accompanied with the Sherriff of the 
County & there demanded an Entry into his Cellars. 
M' Malcomb admitted them into every Apartment, 
saving one which being let he told thpiii the Key 
was not in his Possession, They threatned to ent«r 
by force, which M' Malcomb told them they must do 
at their Peril — however not having sufihcicnt Au- 
thorily as they apprehended, they then retired. M^ 
Malcomb supposing they w^ return, determind to 
fasten his house that if they enterd it sh"' be 
forceably. being assurd from the Declaration of the 
Person who hired the aforesaid Cellar & his own 
knowlege of the other Apartments that no Counlra- 
band Goods were there. The Officers returnd in the 
Afternoon & after some Attempts tho without Violence 
to get an Entry they again retired & came no more* 
His Excy our Gov' has been plcasd to summon 
the OfRcers & Sherriff before mentiond & some other 
Persons to give their Depositions respecting this 
Matter. The Town thinking it unreasonable & a 
Grievance that Evidences should be taken ex parte 
touching the Conduct of any of their Inhabitants at 
their Meeting Appointed a Com** to wait on the 
Gov' & pray his Excy to give Orders to the Secre- 
tary to cominunicale to thp Town Clerk Copys of 
the Depositions, w*" was afterwards done. Upon a 
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Perusal of tliem the Town apprehended that thej- 
containd a pariial Account of ihe Btrhavior of the 
People who from mere Curiosity had goi together, 
that they tended to corroborate the Designs ol our 
Enettiy, & might be made the Cirniind of further 
misrepresentations, & therefore directed their Comt' 
to take the Depositions of other Persons of Credit 
who were present Copys of which together with lliose 
t^ilcen before the Gov' in Council are inclosd. 

It is apprehended that it is his Excys Design to 
transmit his Account of this Matter to the Ministry, 
& therefore the Town btg the favor of you to make 
Enquiry' whether he has so donc» & in Case he has. 
that you would cause to be laid before the Ministrj' 
the whole- Slate of the Matter. We have the more 
reason to apprehend thar this Step will be taken, 
as things of this Sort have been heretofore done: 
There is a Set of Men Jn America who are continu- 
ally transmitting to the Mother Country odiout* & 
false Accounts of the Colonys ; which is a Crime 
of the most dangerous Tendency. It is probable 
it has already had its ill Effect in exciting a ground* 
less Jealousy in the nation, & may, if not checkd, 
too soon prove fatal to both Countrys. It is not 
long since the Depositions of a Number of Persons 
were clandestinely & illegAlly taken, it; direct terms 
prejudicing the Characters of some Gentlemen of 
fortune & reputation in this Town, and representing 
the Merch" of th<* Provinc<f in general as setting up 
in Opposition to the Acts of Parliam' for the Regu* 
lation of Trade, than which nothing can be more 
notoriously false & injurious. One of their De- 
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mosi infamous Charac^ 

ter, ivnose niinii? is Kicnardsnu. This Fellow has for 

a long time subsisted by the Business of an Informer 

& is said to be such an one as was never CRCOuragd 

under any Administration but such as those Nero 

or Caligula — that the Evidence of this detestable 

Person might have its Weight, they gave him the 

Addition of Hsquirc. Wc say these Depositions 

were clandestine because they wirre taken ex parte^ 

the Person injurd by them were never notifyd as 

Law & common Equity requires. & the first notice 

they had of them was from their friends on your 

side the Water, after they had made the Impressions 

that were intended If such mannagemenu as these 

arc allowd. What Man or what Corporatioj* is secure 

from Proscriptions! We must confess that the whole 

Affair in all its Circumstances will appear too trifling 

to claim the Attention of the gov' or the Town, but 

the hopes of defeating the Designs of their Bncmys 

& an earnest Desire to stand fair in the Mind of 

their Sovereign & his ministers as well as their 

friends S: all good Men at home especially at this 

Juncture : they hope will excuse their giving you 

this Trouble.^ 

I am 

Sir 

Your most humble servant 

James Otis. 

P Order of the Committee. 

P, S The Town have passed a Vote to rcimburrt 
any (harge in your conducting this Affair 

' FrofE tbTt ]>omt inp Entnrtj-crpi 'ItkH w not in ihp iBiogrflph ol Aitvni. 
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TO DBNNVS D£ BERDT. 
[M5.< Sftomcl AdatoA FApon, vol. l, Lenok Libruy.] 

B<uiOEt Novr II i76Ai 

Sir 

The House of Representatives have receivd 
your several Letters of 28 July, the 6*'' Aug" & 
ig* Sept'.' Vour earfy Cari! to get their humble 
Address* presented to our most gracious Sovereign 
i» very agreable to them. It is a great Satisfaction 
to the House, that as this Province \% second to no 
one of his Majesiys Colonys in Point of Loyalty, 
this publick Testimony of it was the first that arrivd 
on the same Occasion from America. They ac- 
knowtege with all possible Respect & Gratitude the 
Letters they have receivd from their Friends & 
Patrons, & now inclose you their Vote of Thanks to 
several oihtrs, whom ihey had the great Misfortune 
to omit. 

Your Letter of the 6'^ of Aug' mentions Lord 
Darmouth' having heard " that this Assembly had 
nfusd to make the Indemnification rtcontmendcd by 
ParliamenL" The House have the most gratefull 
Sense of his Lordships Concern for us. S: beg that 
you would assure his Lordship, that the Informa- 
tion he had receivd, was without Grounds. His 
Majestj's most gracious & mild Recommendation, 
a Term which his Lordship & our noble & generous 
Patrons took so much Pains to use, was construed 
by the Gov' of this Province into a Requisition pre- 
cluding all Deliberation : And his Excy is pleasd 

' /*frf , p. iCtf, •/*W,, pp, 91, ifi^ 
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to tell the House ^ that it was expected that Com- 
pensation be made to the Sufferers at all Events: 
Sucli Language from the Chair, to the representa- 
tives of a free People, who hold their Ri^ht of 
granting their Constituents moneys, uncontroulable, 
must unavoidably be very displeasing; & how far 
it comports with the lenient methods so strongly 
urgd in M' Secretary Conways Letter above a year 
ago. it is needless at present to say. An exact 
Compliance with his Majestys gracious Intentions, 
that every conciliatory Purpose should be pursued, 
could not have faild of producing the most happy 
Effects, in promoting harmony among the several 
Branches of Legislature, ever most earnestly de- 
sired, as well as Peace & Quietness among the 
People; but we are under a Necessity of saying 
that, this Matter of Compensation was always 
meiiliond to the House in a Manner derogatory 
to their Honor & in Breach of their Privileges. 
This the House would have been far from mention- 
ing now had not his Excy at this Session referrd 
us to hi& former Speeches on the Subject without 
saying any thing to quahfy or soften them. 

The House howpvei" was so far from refusing to 
comply with the Kings recommendation, that they 
ever attended to it with the most dutifull respect, 
& referrd the Matter to this Session that in the 
mean lime Uuy might have an Opportunity to con* 
suit their Constituents, & the Suffer . . , , make 
Application in a parliamentary' Way , . , they 



'GoYcinor Bernard (i> [he Hijtia; of RpprewMfltlvM, JufiB 9?, I7f»6; Mtt-. 
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have done at this session. The house have In ihe 
present Session repeatedly & most dispassionately 
considcrd M'Secretarys Letter: And observing that 
tt is therein declared to be his Majestys most pious 
Resolution that not only Compensation should be 
made to the Sufferers, but the Undutifull Behavior 
of any of his Subjects in the late unhappy times 
should be forgiven & forgot: And being deeply 
impressd with His Majestys Royal Clemency, ihey 
have framd a Bill for making Compensation Sc to 
indemnify accordingly. The Bill is publishd hy 
Order of the House for the Consideration of the 
People. & there is good reason to expect that the 
Matter will be compleated at our Winter Session.' 



TO DENNVS DE BERDT, NOVEMBER if, 17&6. 
IMS., Samuel Adncns Fiipen, -rot. u, L«noR Llbruy.J 

By this Conve>'ance I have written you ifl Con- 
junction with John Hancock Esq'^ as a Com^ of the 
House of Representatives* upon a Petition of M' 
Tho' Boylston, who has been a great SuEferer by 
the Mai Conduct of diverse Crown Officers as youl 
sec by his papers, I now beg leave as a private 
Individual to acquaint you that his Case is not 
angulan There have been other Instances of the 

^ Tfae b31 *ru ^tMf p«»»«f D«flinher 6^ 17^6, mnd disillowsi! by Ibe Prlvf 
GooncLj. Ma/ 13, 1767. An tUborklc uvlq no the pintxcdin^B \% in Atu amJ 
iUifhti .*/ t\f frp^inef i}/ Atr^stiuAujfltr, vol, iw., pp, ijJl-^^S 

'Tbff inAriU5aip[ cf Itit Icltvr, consiiting <A Cb'K pUGCs. of which «ght lia«t 
w ID ihs Muljcnifb of Ai)*ai«H i% 1UII «*Ual» tlthod^b |iikTaUlr cwAcd. 
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same kin J, & !f they should multiply. & no re* 
dress had, it will not only discourage the Trade 
of America which is really the Trade of Great 
Britain, hut also tend to excite a Jealousy in the 
Minds of the People here of the Mother Country 
which every Well wisher to both would carefully 
prevent if possible. Besides as the House have 
written to yuu that there is good Reason to expect 
that a Compensation to the Sufferers by the late 
Disorders here will be complcated at the Winter 
Session; When that is done 1 think a strong Ar- 
j^viinent may be deducd therefrom in (av* of M' 
Boylston, for if the Gov* here make good the Dam- 
ages done to the Officers of the Crown by a Law- 
less unknown Rabble, the Justice of the Nation 
will as surely make good the Dammage done to 
a private Subject by their Officers, in Instances, one 
of w'*" had but a bare pretence & the other not the 
least Color of Law, especially as in the latter Case 
the Sufferer can have no hopes of Redress but 
from the Lenity of the Government 

Since I have mentiond Compensation, allow me 
to ^ive you a short Acco' of the Manner in which 
that Matter has been conducted here. The Gov^ 
first ijitroducd it In a Speech to the House in 
Sept 1765' advising them to make a Compensation 
of their own Accord before any Rcquuiiion sh^ be 
made to them, to w^ the House replyd that they 
highly disappravd of the Violences committed, but 
till they were convincd that their making Compen- 
sation w** rot tend to encourage such Outrages for 

■ September 95^ 176$ ; MaimekutrUt Statt Pi^fri. p. 4a. 
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time to come, & till some ^ood Kcason could be 
aaslgnd, why those Losses sh'' be made good, rather 
than, any Damage w^ other Persons on any different 
Occasions m' suffer they could not see their way 
clear &* withal adding that they c*^ not conceive 
whn had any Right to require itpl them.' 

Thus the Matter rested till the next May Session 
when his Excy was displeasd with the two Houses 
for the Elections they had made.* & gave them a 
Speech w'^ displeasd them as much. At this time 
the Gov^ rec'' M' Secretary Conways Letter & his 
Majesty's Orders to lay before the Assembly his 
recommendation fur making Compensation, The 
Gov' tntroducd it with another Speech^ more dis- 
pleasing than the former, telling the two Houses 
that ihey bad antuipafcd the Expectations of tlie 
King & Partiam' & disappointed them — that it was 
not in their Power in so full a Manner to make a 
dutifull & afiectionatc Return to y* Indulgence of 
the King & Pall^mr' — that ihcy could not avoid 
being chargeable with Unthankfulness on Ground of 
former heats & that it was impossible to give any 
tollerable Coloring to their Proceedings, And in the 
&ame Speech construing the Kings most gracious 
Recommendation into a Requisition precluding all 
Deliberation. 



■ October 33. 1 765 : Mttiatukmfiii SiMt F/i^i. p. *t. , 
'The B«mb«R oi (he G«Dtnil Court omifttd to » bIkE to ibt Council fiw 
IcAiliAf mcnibcn of the forcmmcjil r^ty. Thomu lluUhimon, Andrew 
Otivcr, Fctcr Oliver, Edmiiml Tr<7H)m(lKr inH Ifrnjnrain Lyndv^ ill ofllfr* 
huMen^ M whim Ootcmor UernArd tpnkr la the govemntenE't '*bat ami 
moat abl« Mrvuti) vt^n onlf cnme is tfacir ftdolir^ to Ihc Cnvo," 
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The House resented this treatm* in their Answer, 
However they took the Matter into Consideration & 
acquainted his Excy that they viewd it not as an Act 
of Justice but rather of Generosity, & that they did 
not think they had a Right to dispose of their Con- 
stituents Money for such a Purpose without their 
consent. Moreover the SufTerers had not yet applyd 
to them in a parliamentary Way. For these Reasons 
they referrd the further Consideration of the Matter 
to their next Session that they m^ consult their Con- 
stituents thereupon. After which the Court was pro- 
rogued from time to time til! the 29 October, 

In this time the People made the Matter of 
Compensation the Topick of their Conversation. 
The Gov" speeches were publishd & gave them 
great disgust They were jealous of the Right of 
their Kcprcscniatives, to make so important a Subject 
as the granting away their Money for such a Purpose, 
a Matter of their own Deliberation & perhaps did not 
so much attend to the UtiHty of the Measure proposd 
as the Manner in which It was laid before the House 
by the Gov', This together with another Circum- 
stance viz the Sufferers themselves not being the 
most popular men, 1 am apt to think was the Occa- 
sion, that the Generality^ of the Members of the 
House or rather the Majority of them were instructed 
against making Compensation* 

The Court came together the 29 Ult, & the 
House considerd & debated upon the Subject with 
the greatest Deliheraiion & Candor. 

The Objections against a Compensation were, 
usticc did require it as the Province owed \h^ 
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Sufferers Nothing; nor wa3 there room for Charily, 
they being not the Objects of it; Th^t the Kings 
Recommendation was grounded on the Opinion & 
resolution of the House of Commons " that we ought 
to make Compensation/' but tho the Judgment of 
the House of Commons might be allowd to be siipe* 
rior in general to that of the House of Representa- 
tives, yet this Case might be excepted, they not 
being upon the Spot. &so not acquainted with neces- 
sary Circumstances upon which to form a right Judg- 
ment : & therefore no reasonable Exception could be 
taken against the House for not making the Compen- 
sation, unless /key l&crjisth'fs were of Opinion that 
^they ought so to do. Those who were in favor of 
the Question urgd his Majestys very gracious recom- 
mendation. & the great Deferrence which ought to 
be paid to it, which was on all sides freely allowd & 
acknowledgd : That the Term recommendation was 
perfectly consistent with our Liberty, upon w^^ we 
m' grant our Money /r«/>',- That our good Friends 
at home all hoped we should comply, & that our 
Enemys only, hoped we should not: That it was 
of the greatest Importance to both Countrys, that 
a good Understanding & Harmony s''** be preservd 
between Great Britain & her Colonys: And that 
making Compensation W* tend to promote Peace & 
Quietness in the Province. These & other reasons 
were so strongly urgd that the Generality of the 
House seemd to be convincd that it was most eligi- 
ble to do it, but the Majoritj' were rcstraind by In* 
structions to tlie Contrary, to which in this Country 
the strictest regard is had- The House finally agreed 
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upon a Bill to compensate the Sufferers & indemnify 
ibe offenders v^ appeard to them Exactly cooform- 
ablc to Hb Majc5i\^ mosi bencirokttl lotcfttioQ*; 
Which BtU ts p^>U^d for the Coo^dentioa of tfce 
People, & it \% hoped & expected will pass into a 
Law the next Scssiocl 

I must ask Pardon for takii^ up so mudh of yonr 
AttenttoQ & am with very great Esteem 

S' y* moGt hum- Scrv* 



TO DCXXT5 M WKESjft. 
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I viote yow ott the t5 uh by Cap DercafiBML I 
laJ ertoA vo give you a shon AccoaBft fif the 
several Steps th.it bad been taken by the Gov ft Ae 
House of ReprcscncatiTes respect:n^ a Ceafcas^ 
tiM to the btc SaSera>—the Gcm'Coart w» ad- 
}MfBd Ae 13 ft wa ncct ttowwmiB a* Ae D^r 
ef the Adjooram* ibe GoV oommaokaBed n> the 
Hoose a Let^ he had just reir* from the R* Hon the 

tsaffl Ql 3tteflvQSOe VB V^^ niS l^DffwSSiCk VBHS Qib^ KhBC 

kt bfti vec* Ws hKe teaen ft ^ar I^taMw ft kid 

cottOM t o k aced them to h^ Maieaqr & that His. Xa- 
lestv ^ extremely sorry ^z} 

Y«o wai easOy befine ^ k ^tt be I 
«st I>ge«e gricTOOs: » evtsy layal ft 

Subject to be under dbe Dfaphnaiire of 
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And I dare say his Lordships Letter has occasiond 
the utmost Concern Jn the Mind of every one who 
has seen it, except those who may be supposcl to 
have abusd tlie Province. It is certain that some 
Person has misrepresented us» & many of the best 
sort of People here, are of Opinion thai th<! Person 
who has done it, ts under such Obligations to this 
Province as should have made him blush to have 
conceivd a Thought of it It is often a misfortune 
to the Colonys that those from whom it i^ expected 
that the most authentic Accounts sh^ be transmitted 
of our Character & Circumstances arc too much un- 
der the Power of Prejudice to be impartial Relator* 
of Truth, & yet their Station may be such as easily 
to gain full Credit on your side the Water You 
cannot wonder Sir that we are very solHcltous U% 
know what representations have been made of us 
to His Majesty to occasion his Displeasure. & by 
whom. It seems to be no more than justice that we 
sh* be made acquainted with these things, otherwise 
it is out of rhe Power of innocent Persons to defend 
themselves against the blackest slander. 

The [louse of Representatives were told by the 
Gov' in his Speech last May^ tliac they could not 
avoid beings chargeable with Unthankfulness to hi& 
Majesty & the Parliam* on Ground of former heats. 
I never yet heard any good why his Exc^ sV form 
such a Conclusion, It is undeniable that the People 
rec* the News of the repeal of the Stamp Act with 
equal (Jratitudc &. Joy, and the two houses after* 
wards met in Gen' Assembly with a very happy Dis- 
position. It is true their Elections were displeasing 
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to the Gov*, but the Assembly atted agreable to the 
Dictates of their own minds & as they apprehended 
for the publick. Goodn The Gov' negative! si\ of 
the Gentlemen elected.* as a legal & constitutional 
Power in his hands to maintain the Kings Authority 
&^^ what he expressly called an Oppugnalion of it 
It seems y' Assembly umiiied several Gen" who had 
before been Councellors, & whom his Excy was very 
fond of upon w** he was pleasd to tell them, that 
" When the Gov' is attackd in form, when there is a 
professd intention to deprive it of its best & ablest 
Serv" whose only Crime is their fidelity to the Crown 
he could not be indifferent" At the same time he 
declared "that he W* use his utmost Endeavors to 
heal Divisions & bury Animositys.** But how easy 
w*^ it have been to have foreseen that such high re- 
sentm' & sharp Language, must have had a different 
Effect And so it provd; for the harmony between 
the Gov" & the People w'^ is so necessary for the 
Support of Gov', & a mutual Confidence w*^"" was 
greatly interrupted the last year, by means of the Se- 
verity of Expression in the Speeches then deliverd, 
seems to me to be irrecoverably lost But whatever 
Disputes may subsist between y* Gov' & y'' People, 
there is most certainly, no ill temper in the least 
Degree prevailing w*^ regard to his Majesty or the 
Parliam^ or our happy Connection with the mother 
Country, You are sensible of the Sentiments of y* 
house, express<l in their humble Address to his Maj- 
esty, & their Letters to their friends & patrons: You 

■ Jame.% Otli ah Spokrr. and Mewr^, Oti^, Gerriih. SAuade», lloven. SpM- 
Lftwk. iTul Dnter u Courd^lon ; May 3g, 1766, 




1766] 



SAUiTEL ADAMS. 



107 



may depend upon tlieir Sincerity; & that no Sever- 
iiys here will induce this People to abate their warm- 
est Attachm' to his Majestys Person family & Gov*, 
their Acknowlcgm" to tlieir illiislrions Patrons & their 
affectionate regard to their fellow Subjects in G. B. — 
Of this I doubt not you will soon have a (re&h In- 
stance : for when the Compensation is made, I believe 
it may l»e truly said that ihe only motive that c^ liavc 
prevaild in fav of it, was a sacred Regard to the 
royal recommendation. & a strong desire to gratify 
the Inclinations of our obliging friends. 

It may be necessary before I finish to beg your 
patience while I give you the reasons, W^ probably 
indued the two houses to leave out several Gent of 
undoubted Abililys who had been Councellors for 
some years before, the the Assembly difEerd from 
his Excy in Opinion '* that they were quite necessary 
for y* Administrat" of Gov' in y* very Stations from 
whence they were displacd/' He says that ''it must 
& will be understood that they were turnd out for 
their Deterrence to Acts of y' British Legislature.'' 
His Kxcy wilh great Submission ought to have been 
very certain before he gave this as a reason : Indeed 
it must be said he is pretty positive when he adds 
"you will not, you cannot avoid being chargeable 
with unthanlcfulness on Ground of former heats " and, 
"that it IS impossible to give any tollerable Coloring 
to this Proceeding." Now if it was known to our 
friends at hone, that there has been for many years 
past a great Uneasiness, that the Lieut' Gov' of the 
Province & tlie Judges of the Superior Court sh"* sit 
at the Council Uoard, as part of the legislative i*ower. 
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because it was such a Union of the several Powers of 
Gov* in the same Persons, as upon the Principles of 
the best Writers is dangerous to Liberty, I say if this 
was known to our friends, as it was in fact the Case, 
ihcy m' still entertain a favorable Opinion of us, even 
tho they should not approve of our reasoning; & I 
am perswaded, w*^ his Majesty be made acquainted 
that the Assembly were governd by such a Motive 
it w^ at least serve to remove that Displeasure w"^ he 
has discoverd, upon its being represented to him, as 
it is sLipposd that they acted in Contempt of his 
Authority & left out Gent" for their fidelity to tlie 
Crown 8c tht^ir Defertfnce to Acts of Parliam'. 

I make no Doubt sir but you will make the best 
Use of the Means your friends may put into your 
Power to vindicate a very loyal but very much injured 
Province & am with strict truth 

Your &c 



TO CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN. > 



[MS., SimuH Adiniis fiperi, vfll. i-, l-eno» LihrifT : ifi Incomplerc teit 
■pfKftn in W. V. Wells. Li/e V St^mwi Adumt. vol. i., pp. 1J9, IJ3.| 



HOITON Dec' II f rU 

Sir 

I have no other Apology for writing a familiar 
Epistle to a Gentleman perfectly a Stranger to me 
than to gratify the request of my good Friend M' 



* On GpdBdm. «* K. M^Crsdy, Jiiitary of South C#'^ib*i, i^t^-i^t^ And 
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John Hurd who has promisd to deliver this Letter 
with his own hand — to him 1 must refer yom & beg 
yoti candidly to receive the best Excuse he can make. 
I have indeed often heard, another of my valuable 
friends mention you with great Respect; This Gen- 
tleman, M' Otis, had the pleasure of sitting with you 
in the late Congress at New York, & he has fre- 
quently told nic that you were a zealous Asscrior of 
the most important Cause in which the British Colo' 
nys were then struggling, Happy was it for us that 
a Union was then formd, upon which in my humble 
Opinion the Fate of the Colonys turnd. What a 
Blessing lo us has the Stamp Act eventually, or to 
use a trifling word virtually provd, which was calcu- 
lated lo enslave & ruin us. When the Colonys saw 
the common Danger they at the same time saw their 
mutual Dependence & naturally calld in the Assist- 
ance of each other, & 1 dare say such Friendships & 
Connections arc establishd between them, as shall 
for the future deter the most virulent Eueiny from 
making another open Attempt upon their Rights as 
Men & Subjects, But is there no Reason to fear 
that the Libertys of the Cotonys may be infringd in 
a less observable manner? The Stamp Act was like 
the sword that Nero wishd for, to have decollated the 
Roman People at a stroke, or like Jobs Sea monster 
in the heightned Language of Young, *'who sinks a 
River, & who thirsts again," The Sight of such an 
Enemy at a distance is formidable, while the lurking 
Serpent lies conccald, & not noticd by the unwary 
Passenger, darts its fatal Venom, It is necessary 
then that each Colony should be awake & upon its 
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Guard — you may ask me what is the Danger — I 
answer none from His present Majesty & the Par- 
lUmt, in their Intention — yet such is human Frailly 
that "the best may err sometimes" — and consider 
Sir wc are remote from the national Parliaml, & un- 
represented. You arc sensible that what arc called 
Acts of Trade sensibly affect the Colonys May not 
such Acts be made thro the Inadvertency of our 
friends or for want of suitable Intelligence from the 
Colonys, as may not only injure their Trade but 
wound their Libertys — suppose (or Instance that 
some time hereafter under the Pretext of Regulating 
Trade only, a revenue should be designd to be raisd 
out of the Colonys, would it signify any thing wheUicr 
it be called a Stamp Act or an Act for the Regulation 
of the Trade of America. 1 wish there was a Union 
and a Correspondence kept up among the nierchls 
thro'out the Continent, but ! am slill upon the Liber- 
tys of the Colonys, I should tell you what perhaps 
you know already was I to mention an Act of Par- 
liamt 1 have lately seen, wherein tlie Gov" S: Council 
of any Province where any of his Majestj-s Troops 
may happen to be are enjoyned to make certain Pro- 
vision for them at the Expense of the People of such 
Province. Tell me Sir whether this is not taxing the 
Colonys as effectually as the Stamp Act & if so, either 
we have complaind without Reason, or we have still 
reason to complain. I have heard that George Gren- 
ville was told to his face that he missd it in his poli- 
ticks, for he should have staliond a sufficient number 
of Troops in America before he sent the Stamp Act 
among them. Had that been the Case it is possible 
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your Congress mt have been turnd out of Doors. 
New York has had regular troops among them for 
some months. I never could hear a reason yiven lo 
my Satisfaction why they were orderd at least to re- 
main there so long ; perhaps I am captious — however 
I always lookJ upon a standing Army especially in a 
time of peace not only a Disturbance but in every 
respect dangerous to civil Community, Surely then 
we cannot consent to their quartering among us, & 
bow hard is it for w^i to be obligd to pay our money 
to subsist them. If a number shd happen to come 
into a Province thro Necessity & stand in Need of 
Supplys. as is the Case at present here, is it not a 
Disgrace to us to suppose we should be so wanting in 
humanity, or in regard to our Sovereign as to refuse 
to grant him the aid with our free Consent? 

I feel a Disposition to hint many things more ; but 
I am at present very much streightened for lime & 
besides I am atlraid you will think me a very trouble- 
some Correspondent- I shall therefore write no more 
till I am encourayd by a Letter from you which will 
very much oblige 

S'/hum'Serv* 



TO DENNVS DE DERDT, 



(MS, SaducI A(Lun» Pipcn. vol, i». Lenuit LIbru7.) 

Bovrov Dec* lA 17U 

Sir— 

My last was of the a^ Ins'. I fear you will think 
me a very troublesome Correspondent : My only 
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Inducement to write to you is to let you know Facts 
that take Place here, that you may be the better able 
to defend this Province (for which 1 am satisfyd you 
haveareal Friendship) from Misrepresentations, I am 
very apt to think his Majestys Ministers have some- 
times wrong Informations sent to them. This was 
the Case, when Lord Dartmouth was told that the 
Assembly of this Province had refusd to make the 
Compensation recommended by His Majesty. They 
never did refuse it : & have since done it as you 
will sec by the Letter from the House of Represent 
tatives. 

It is probable a specious Account is sent home, of 
a Message from the House to the Council, in w'** the 
House desire to know, by what Authority, Acts of 
Parliam* are publishd among the Laws of this Prov- 
ince at the Expence of the People ; & possibly 
Occasion will be taken to represent us as casting 
Contempton the British Legislature. The House are 
(^aware of] no Reason for this Message — no doubt they 
thought, they had a Right to be consulted in every 
Expence bro't upon their Constituents, even the most 
trifling. The same Reason perhaps indued them to 
enquire whether Provision was made for a Number of 
the KingsTroops lately arrivd here & how. And since 
1 have mentiond this Circumstance I would just make 
two Observations, first that the Colonys are under 
Apprehensions of a military force to be establishd 
in America, which they look upon as entirely needless 
at present for their Protection, & as dangerous at all 
times to Virtue & Liberty, and secondly, if at any 
time they should happen to arrive in their Way to 
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ihdr place of Destination^ & need Supply, the People 
here would never be unwilling to grant their Sover- 
eign the Aid of their free Accord- They arc con- 
cemd that they should be derprivd of this Honor Si 
Privilege by an Act of Parliam' which injoyns it to 
be done by the Gov* & Council at their Expence 
this it \% apprehended i& taxing them aa really a& wa& 
designd & w^ have been done by the Stamp Act : & 
if so they think they have as good reason to be un- 
easy with this Act as with the other, I sincerely 
wish for thrr Continuance of a cordial Affection be- 
tween the Mother State & her Colonys & I am sure 
nothing wilt abate it on the part of the Colonys. but 

Lhcr Incroachmcnt on her Libertys, of which, as she 
well knows, that of taxing themselves is the most 
essential. Surely she will not blame her Children 
(to take up her own Language) for imitating the 
Parent, who has been for ages past renownd for the 
warmest Attachment to Liberty. 
The Vcssell being just now sailing will not allow 
me to add any more than that [ am with Sincerity 
Sir your most humb' Serv' 

Sir 

Capt Lyd^ being prevented sailing by a Storm 
^ves me an Opportunity of writing further. It if> of 
Importance to the Colonys that their Friends should 
be made acquainted with the Grounds of any Dis* 
content they may be under with Acts of Parliam': 
And I may say it is also of Importance to Great 
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Britain her scU ; for certain!)' the best Way (or her 
to malcc hrr Ct>lDn)-:s a real & Usdi^ BcDcAt to ber 
ift to give: thtnn all cciisbtcnt Indulgcoc? in Trsde, & 
to remove any Occasion of their suspecting that 
their Libcit>'5 are tn danger by the Exertions of the 
Power of Parliamtfnt- Their Affection to their Mother 
Country' is so great that while chey are easy in point 
of Liberty & Trade* nothing can alienate them & as 
to their Trade, the Profits of it center in Britain. 
There is nothing the Colonj^s are more jealous of 
than the Right of taxing them selves : & this the best 
Judges in the Nation will allow is an essential R^L 
While therefore an Act of Parliam' is in force which 
has the least Appearance of a Design to raise a 
Revenue out of them their Jealousy will be awak& 



TUE UOUSE OF RSrKBSCNTATTVKS OF HASSAClfUSCTTS TO 
DENKVS DE BEftl>T.< 

[HS,. Smad A^«« Pap*^ ««L i,. L«oi Libf«rT-J 

Hu 16 176T 
SfR 

His Exccllcnc)' the GoV of this Province having 
directed the Attendance of the General Assembly, 
at the opening of this Session, as usual in the Coun* 
cil Chamber the House of Representatives were 
surprizd to find the L' Go^** taking a place as a 
Member of the same, in prcsense of the Governor. 
They jud^d it lo \y^ a great Impropriety in it self. & 

' A RMaanripl «*pT « ■ t^ L^r rf«n< »]. L. f^. SJ-JS G"*^ Sftfria 
oiU«c«Im4. fl«rv«N Uuven^r Libna* ^* ^ wuMAiiatti «• vhi^ i\ b 
( ■■ ■ ~' f«niBfcaMe Icnrr. " Tb» v ombI iI W «Udi w powfd lUi Xvixce 
of A4«Bu, Oll», HtvlcT- Sa«4fl«, awl tv^tw^ 
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repugnant to the ConstUiitton & the Letter of the 
Charter; & therefore highly incumbent on ihem, in 
the most express & pLbllck Manner to be:u- their 
Testimony against iL Accordingly they took Oc* 
casion to animadvert upon it, in their answer ^ to hift 
ExCys Speech, which is herewith inclosd together 
with all that has since passd between the Go^-* & 
ihc House upon this very interesting Subject. 

Upon a Pentsal, you will find, that the HoJHe 
observd upon his Honors taking a Seat in the 
General Assembly, when convend in one place, the 
Gov' being in ihe Province, & present ; ik. accord- 
ingly ihey have treated it, in their several Messages 
to the Gov'. His Excy endeavors, in his message 
of Feb* to justify the Conduct of the L' Gov*, by 
making a Claim to a Seat in one Branch of the 
Assembly viz in Council We arc of Opinion that 
enough is obscrvd in our reply of Feb,^ to show 
thai it is repugnant Co that part of the Charter which 
is designedly declarative of the Gen' Court ; from 
the Passz^e we there recite, it is evident that he is 
not a Member of the General Assembly, & conse- 
quently can have no Right to a Seat in either Branch 
of iL H is Excy is plcasd to say, " that he has always 
understood, that it was countcnancd by the Charter, 
for the L' Gov" to have a Scat in Council, without 
ii Vauf*' & referrs tlie House, by a Report from 
the Secretary, to several Passages in the Charter 
which he apprehends to the Purpose, Let it be just 

< Juvary 31, 1767 ; M^ntiAut^rtr Smii P^ffri, p^. coj-TO^ Sf€ Tb«su> 
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obscrvd here that by the Claim oF a Seat witkout a 
V&iie. all Pretention to a Right to act in Council, 
& by fair Conclusion to a Seat there is in effect 
given up. The Force of his Exc>'s Reasoning 
seems to be this. The L' Gov* is cmpowcrd by y* 
Charier equally with the GoV, while his Excy is in 
the Province to administer the Oaths to the re- 
tumd Members: In order 10 execute that Trust 
he must necessarily meet thc?m on the Day when 
they are returnd & met 10 form the Gen^ Assembly : 
And, because the Duty of his Trust must bring him 
amongst the Representatives, before they themselves 
are qualifyd to sit & act in General Assembly, there- 
fore that Power or Authority gives him a Right to 
a Place & Scat in Council at all times during the 
Beiny of the Gen' Assembly, altho' the full Exercise 
of that Power must end & be determind^ & the 
Trust fully dischargd, before the Representatives 
themselves have a Right to take a place, or do 
any one Act in Gen' Assembly & con5equent)y be- 
fore the Gen' Assembly exists. The Absurdity of 
this way of reasoning, we think must be obvious 
to every man. Is it not as rational to inferr, that 
because the L' Gov' has Power equal with the Gov* 
emors, in the Case mentioned, therefore he has a 
Right to take the Chair, & to hold out the Gov', 
during the whole Being of the Gen' Assembly ? The 
latter is surely as plainly countenancd and included 
in the Premises as the former And as it is said 
that, in that Paragraph, he has given to him an 
tmmediattr original & inherent Right to administer 
the Oaths to the returnd Members of tht House, 
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it may be Matter of curious Enquiry, why it is 
chosen as a ConB(>quence, chat a Right to a Place 
or Scat iH Cotfrwii is thereby given, rather than a 
Right to a Seat in the House of Represcciutivea. 
According to this Manner of deducing Inferrences, 
any one may. among the infinite Variet)' of Pro- 
positions, altogether foreign to any given Premises, 
take an absolute & arbitrary Liberty, to infer some 
one favorite Conclusion rather than any other, which 
may not so well suit his humour or Interest. When 
the Imagination is siifTerd to rove at Random, & 
Phantoms are made use of to establish Power & 
Authority supported neither by the Charter nor 
by Reason or Necessity, it is not easy to conceive, 
why a Right of still higher Importance, than a Seat 
wiikout a V^Ut, was not imagind ; It was full xs 
easy to collect from the Charter, a Right in the 
L' Gov', as such, to a Voice, in Council, or in the 
House of Representatives, or in either, as sliould 
best suit his Fancy, or in each at different times : 
But perhaps it was judgd prudent to bcrgin with 
lesser Claims, & gradually to advance to greater, 
as imaginar)' Countenances sh'^ become more fa- 
miliar. 

But should it be admitted that tliere are ever so 
many Clauses in the Charter, tantamount to the 
most ample Writ of Dedimus Potestatcm to the L* 
Gov', giving htm the most extensive Authority to 
administer the Gov' Oaths to the Freeholder* re* 
tumd, & that he has by the Charter even a sole, 
original, direct, immediate & permanent Power given 
to him to admtnistef, the Oaths, to the Gov' and to 
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the Council. & all executive Officers. & also the 
Oaths of Office proper for ihem to take, before 
ihcy enter upon the Execution of their Trust; and 
further, even admitting that he has Power to ad- 
minister the Gov' Oaths, to all his Majesty's Sub- 
jects coming to Sc residing in the Province, with a 
Power of substituting whomsoever he pleases. The 
whole is but an cx€€uiri'€ & mtnisieriaf Power. & 
has not the least Connection with a Right to a Seat 
or place in the Gen' Assembly ; nor can it have any 
Affinity or Relation to a right to a Seat in the fegis- 
ladvt Body or any Branch of it. 

Would any one be thought in his Senses, who 
sh*" pretend that because a niinisterial officer by 
Virtue of the Kings Writ directed to him should 
have Power & Authority to enter ihe Dwelling of 
another lo Gummon him to appear at any Coun, 
that thereby a Right was given to such Officer to 
take a place or Seat in such house & hold & occupy 
the same? As well may ic be argued, thai any 
Person having Authority by Writ of Dedimus to 
administer the Office Oaths to any office belonging, 
has a Rights by such Writ & Authority, to exercise 
the Power & perform the function proper to the 
Person to whom he is thus authorind to administer 
the Oaths. Surely whoever should claim such Right 
& Power upon such Grounds, must appear to have 
a warm Imagination, or an excessive Love of Power 

The first Passage in the Charter lo which his Excy 
refcrrs us. as we before observd, is that where the 
Representatives rcturnd to the Gen' Assembly are 
required to take the Oaths " before the Gov' or 
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\/ or Deputy Gov*^ or any two of the Coiinrrllor* 
or Assistants who shall be ihereiinio luthorizd & 
appointed by the Gov'."" The Sense of which must 
be, Either that ihe L' Gov' has a direct original 
& permanent Power while the Gov' is in the Prov- 
ince ; Or, that he is impowrd only in the Absence 
of the Gov' : or that his Power t3 by Dcdimus from 
the Gov', like that of any two of y" Counccllors or 
A&^&tant$. The first appears to be an unnecessary 
& unnatural Construction, It supposes an Equality 
of Persons, in every other Respect unequal : It gives 
the L' Gov' a Power of acting, with Authority, in 
one Case, equal to that of the Gov', while he is in 
the Province. The Charter declares that he shall 
have Power & Authority "to do Bt execute ail A 
€V9ry such Matters & Things which the Govern' 
might or could lawfully do tf he wen prtsint ; which 
plainly intends that the L' Gov"* Power to act as 
Gov' in any Cast, commences & is limited, during 
the Aij^iuf of the Gov'. If the Charter intends to 
vest the L' Gov', in this Instance, with Authority 
equal to that of the Gov', 8i the Right of giving the 
Oaths &* is inherent in him, as L' Gov', the Gov' 
being present, it would be natural to expect that he 
would also, be vested with the same Power of Sub- 
stitution, But he is not. 

There is another sbnilar Passage in the Charley 
which requires all officers elected, to take the Oaths 
&' "before tlie Gov' the I-' nr Deputy Gov', or any 
iwo ormoreCouncellors ; or such other Person or Per- 
sons as shall be appointed thereto by the Gov'." Now 
if the L' Gov' hath an original Right in the one Case, 
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so have the two or more Councellors in tlic other; 
the Mode of Expression in both bein^ the same, 
which wc must suppose, will be thought to prove loo 
much. From cill which we ihink it most natural to 
conclude, that the Power in this Case as in all others, 
i3 vested in the L' Gov* (w/k in the Absense of the 
Gov'. And at other limes it may be delegated /tf 
him^ as jt may to the Councellors or any other Per- 
son or Persons, by Appointm' from the Gov*. 

Another Passage in the Charter rcferrd to, is that 
which requires the Gov*, before he undertakes the 
Execution of his Office, to take the Oaths before the 
L' Gov'. But not to mention, that the Gov' ap- 
pointed, is not compleatly quahfyd. till he takes the 
Oaths : & so is not Gov', & therefore may well be 
considerd as absent ; we need only observe, that the 
Act of giving the Oaths to a Gov' has no Relation 
to a Gen' Assembly : It may be done at a time when 
there is really no Gen^ Assembly existing ; and con- 
sequently the Person administering them, cannot be 
considerd to be acting as a Member of the Gen' 
Assembly. 

We are the more asEonishd at this Attempt of 
the L' Gov' as at his own Desire he has been so 
lately admitted to the floor of the House, & there 
publickly acknowledgd the generous Compensation 
granted htm for his Losses & Sufferings in the late 
times of universal Distress Despair Sc of Course of 
great Confusion \ At ihe samt: lime he gave the 
highest Assurances of his Affection for his native 
Country, & of the fresh Obligations he felt himself 
under to support the Rights Liberties S: Privileges 
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of his Countrymrii : After ali this it is Inily surpris- 
ing thac he sh^. make an Attack upon the Charter, St 
endeavor to support a Claim joyntly with his Excy 
which if they attain their Ends has a m;*ni(cst tend- 
ency ver)' unduly to influence & alter if not totally 
to subvert the free Legfislativc of the Province' 

Another Clause or Tart of the Charter, which 
tho* not taken Notice of in the Sccrclarys Report 
before mentioned, has been chosen by the zealous 
Advocates for this new vampd Claim of the \J Gov- 
ernor, as at least countenancing, if not supporting it, 
is that early Passage which ordains, that "there be 
one Gov', one L*or Deputj' Gov & one Secretary of 
our Province or Territory to he from time to time 
appointed & commissiond by us our Heirs Sl Siicceft- 
sors & Eight & twenty Assistants or Councellora to 
be advising & assisting to the Gov' of our said Prov- 
ince or Territory for th(? time being as by these prcs* 
ents is hereafter directed & appointed which said 
Councellors or Assistants arc to be constituted elected 
& chosen in such form & manner as hereafter in these 
presents is expressd/' This Clause, they say, being 
read without Points, as it stands in the original Char- 
ter, admits of the following Construction, viz, That 
the L' Gov" is thereby most plainly appointed ordaind 
& authorizdL to be advising & assisting to the Gov, 
as the said Councellors or Assistants ; & hence they 
inferr. a strange & unnatural Consequence, that the 
L* Gov' has a Right to a Seal in Council, as jiart of 
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the Gea^ Court or Assembly. It would be surprisiog. 
vcrc tt not a common thing, that (or the sake of 
maintaining a Jarlin^ point, Men of good Senae & 
judgment should seriously contend for so unfair an 
Exposition of plain Words, & such a foreign & arbi- 
trary Consetjuence from them. Does it not plainly 
& beyond Question appear Who the Persons are» 
that in the aforementiond Passage, are ordaind to 
be " advising & assisting" to the Gov' by the Appclla- 
tion given to them ? Is not the Duty & Business of 
"advising and assisting'* clearly intimated by their 
being called Coujucilors or Assistants? Is not the 
oHxaioi a^ivising & assisting, plainly appropriated & 
limited to the Persons denominated Councellors & 
Assistants? And would any unprejudicd Person be 
at a Loss for the Meaning, if there was Nothing else 
in the Charter to determine the Sense? But it is 
evident from other parts of the Charter, who the Per- 
sons are, who, in this Clause, are ordaindtobc advis- 
ing & assisting to the Gov' ; the Clause itself says. 
" they are auihorizd thereto as is hereafter directed & 
appointed " ; now all the matters & things, mentiond 
in any succeeding parts of the Charter, wherein any of 
the Persons mentiond are by the tenor ihc-rfrof 
to be advising & assisting the Gov' are resiratnd & 
appropriated, to the Eight & twenty Assistants or 
Councellors, or seven of them at least The L' Gov' 
is not once named ; The Duty & Busine^ is clearly 
asfiignd & limitted to the Assistants or Councellors ; 
which determins beyond Dispute^ who the Persons 
are. who in this Clause are desigml to he advising & 
assisting to the Gov'. But if the most extensive 
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Sense contended for by these Gentlemen were ad- 
mitted as the genuine meaning of this Clause, would 
the Conclusion they are sollicitousof making, be just. 
& their darling Point, via a right in the L' Gov' to 
ft seat & place in Council, as a Branch of the Gen' 
Court be thereby efitablishd ? Nothing is more evi- 
dent, than thai none of the Persons, be they who 
ihcy may. that by the recited Clause, arc ordaind to 
be advising & asmting to the Gov' are thereby con- 
stituted to belong; to the Gen' Assembly or any part 
of it. not even the Gov' himself: There is nothing 
aaid of the Gen' Assembly in the Clause, nor is the 
Gen' Court or Assembly of the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay so much as mentiond in any pre- 
cccding part of the Charter, or any thing that has 
the least Connection with it. The Gen' Court of the 
Province is wholly created erected & ordaind in the 
succeeding parts of it : & ihtrf. the Persons of whom 
the Gen' Court was to consist arc plainly and dcfin* 
itely designated & declared, with express purpose & 
design, that there might be no Doubt or Uncertainly 
concerning the integral parts nf the same. Even the 
Gov' himself is noi an integral part of that Body, by 
Virtue of the above recited Clause, or any other 
Clause of the Charter preceiding those Parts of it 
w^ designedly erect & constitute the Gen^ Assembly, 
or are descriptive of ll It must therefore appear 
absurd to attempt to support & establish the L' 
Gov" Claim or Right to a Seat or place in the Coun- 
cil as a Pan or Branch of the Gen' Assembly from 
the recited Clause or any Words of it, because, as is 
before obscrvd neither the Clause nor any Words in 
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it have any Relation or referrence to the General 
Court. 

His Excy in his message of the 21 Feb communi- 
cated to the House a Letter he had rec' from the L* 
Gov' upon this subject, a copy of which is incloscd- 
His Honor begins with saying *' I waited on your 
Excy to Council, the first Day of the Session of the 
Gen' Court to testify my Respect to your Person & 
to do Honor to the Commission you sustain," If it 
was proper for his Honor to lake this Occasion to tes- 
tify his Respect to his Excys Person & to do honor to 
his Commission, it would have been equallyso. in any 
other Officer holding a Commission under the Crown. 
We cannot but observe that if this was the sole Reason 
of his making his appearance at that time & place, 
there was a great impropriety in his taking the Scat 
of a Councellor and besides, if his Honor designd 
only a mark of Civility & respect to che Gov\ his 
Excy has mistaken the case S: aims at supporting a 
Claim which his Honor neverdesignd to make. His 
Honor goes on, " [ had frequently been present in 
Council since last Election, & not one member of 
cither House ever intimated to me that he was in the 
least Degree dissatisfyd with it." His Honor has 
sometimes been present in Council since the last 
Election, when his Excy was not there. & therefore 
his App&trance/A^r« we presume could not be designd 
to show a respect to his Excys Person &' ; However 
the House never Before the Instance referrd to knew 
it in a parliamentary way : We cannot answer for the 
Omission of the Hon Board ; but, with pleasure, we 
find that they have since unanimously resolvd that 
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the L' Gov' has r>ot a constitutional Right to a seat 
in Council as by their inclosd Vote. '* I suppo^d. 
says his Honor, that there were several Paris of the 
Charter whidi gave Countenance to it. & ihal there 
was no part which renderd it improper." This we 
have already in part taken notice of ; It is aTitonishing 
to us, that a Gentleman of his Honors acknowledgd 
Abilities should adopt either of those sentiments. 
There is nothing in the Charter which gives the least 
Countenance to i: : And if it is only considerd that 
the Charter limits the number of Councellors to 
twenty eight, & declares of no other Person as Coun- 
cellorsbutsuchasare elected by the Gen' Assemhly& 
approvd of by the Gov', the Impropriety of any other 
Person, of what Character or Station so ever taking 
a seat at the Board must be obvious from the Char- 
ter, if what is directly repugnant to it is lo be dcemd 
an Impropriety. His Honor says " 1 knew that im- 
mediately upon the arrival of the Charter tt was the 
Sense of the Gen' Court that file L' Gov' had a right 
to be present in Council/' We are utterly at a Loss 
to conceive where hiB Honor gathers the sense of 
the Gen* Assembly ; There is no Rfrcord o( it in tlieir 
Booksu His Honor indeed mentions a "conlemp<v 
raneoufi Exposition when the Persons who sollidted 
ibe Charter & were consulted in framing every part 
of it were then in the Province, together wiih an un- 
interrupted Practice (or forty years immediately upon 
it, as sufficient to justify him/^ No Precedents can 
justify against a manifest Impropriety, & a direct re- 
pugnancy to the Constitution & the Letter as well as 
the plainest & necessary senst: of the Charter. His 



I2« 



THB WRITINGS OF 



1'767 



Honor i^es on ''I was not Insensible that one & 
but one L' Gov', my immedtaie Predecessor, had noc 
sat in Council. & I had heard that the Gent* who 
was then Gov' excluded liim : but I heard at the 
same time that this was lookd upon as a mere Act of 
Power, admitting or excluding a L' Gov*, whenever 
the Gov' thoitgiit proper/' His Honor is here under 
some misuke : Coll Phips v^'as not actually excluded, 
but held out by Gov' Belcher ; by whom Coll Taylor 
had been before excluded. We cannot easily con- 
ceive what his Ho:»or intends by a mere Act of 
Power, as we have no Idea of mere Power in the 
Body politick distinct or separate from Right If 
it was ar unwarrantable Act in Gov' Belcher, is 
it not strange that those Gent" should submit to it^ 
especially as his Excy tells us they resented it ? Is it 
not still more strange tiiat Coll Phips should not 
revive his claim after M' Belchers Removal, especially 
as M' Shirley who succeeded him was a Gent emi- 
nent for his skill in Law, & the Constitution? Sir 
William Phips, the first Gov' under the present 
Charter, & who brot it with him, was eminent, rather 
for his Integrity' & good Fonune than great Abilities. 
It mtjst be ht5 Administration that afforded the con^ 
iemporanemts Ex^>ositioa which his Honor mentions : 
Doct' Mather a minister of one of our Churches, 
"aollicited" the Charter in Eng^; & livd in Sir W" 
time ; how far the minister then thought proper to 
"consult" the Docf in "framing" the Charter, we 
are not able to say; this Gent" shone as a Divine 
but not as a Lawyer. Gov' Dudley succeeded Gov' 
Phips : The attention of the Gov' was in his time 
taken up in the Cares of the War in which the 
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Nation was then involvd after him came Govr 

Shutc & Burnett, both whose Administrations were 
short, & unfortuneately pcrplcxd with a Di:ipucc of 
another kind; Gov' Belcher succeeded Oo\^ Bur- 
nett, & he excluded the L' Gov' from a seat at the 
Board. It appears then that M' Belcher was the 
fir^t Gov', who had either Knowlege, or Leisure 
or Spirit enough to dispute the Right of a Deputy 
Gov to a scat in Gov', when he himself was in the 
Province; & it is an Evidence that it was tlien 
thought & has been ever since till now. not an un- 
warrantable Act. or as hi« Honor expresses it "a 
.mere act of Power" that for near fortj* years past 
the L' Gov" have cither receded from the Claim, or 
have been held out, but wc rather apprehend that it 
was a Practice that crept in, thro Inattention in those 
times than a Right set up & claimd. It is not then 
"the opinion of a sittgU Gov', but of three at least 
namely, M' Belcher, M' Shirley & M' Pownal who 
came after him— all of them Gent* of Learning & one 
of them, as we have observd before, eminent in the 
Profession of the Law. His Honor says, that his 
Excy "never signifyd to him that his Presence in 
Council was disagreabie to him." Wc arc sensible 
by his Excys Message th;Lt it is not : And wc are tlie 
more surprisd at it, because in our humble opinioa, 
the L' Gov' taking a Seat in the Gov* while his Excy 
IS in the Province, is by no means showing a Respect 
to his Person or doing honor to his CoMisston and 
it i« astonishing to us cliat his Excy sh' appear to 
vindicate a Claim, which so nearly affects his own 
Honor & Right, as cofhissiond by his Majesty to be 
Com* in Chief, as well as th<f Right of the other 
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Branches of the Gen' Court, & of the People, over 
wliicb he presides & governs. His Honor expresses 
hie very great Concern "that any thing that relates 
to him. sh*^ occasion a Difference in Sentiment be* 
iwreii his Excy & the House of Rep"*, at a time 
when every man of every order, ought to contribute 
all that is in hi» Power to the Restoration of Har^ 
mony & Trancjuility." This might have been pre- 
vented, had not his Honor thought fit, at this Juncture, 
to stir up a Claim, founded only on Precedents which 
had slept for near forty years. Precedents alto* 
gether unsupportable & which were no sooner objected 
to, than receded from & given up. If his Honor 
means by "the restoration of Harmony & Tranquility" 
a silent & supine submission to an unreasonable & un- 
constitutional Claim, we could not wish for it upon 
terms which we think derogatory to the Honor of 
our Sovereign, under whom we hold our Charter, as 
well as the Coinission which his lixcy si;stains under 
hts Majesty ; and inconsistent with the Duty we owe 
to our Constituents & Posterity to preserve and main- 
lain the Rights ol that Charter sacred & inviolate. 
Neither this House nor the People are disposd to do 
anything to disturb the publick Tranquility unless it 
is supposed to be done by a necessary adherence to 
& a manly & firm Defence of our constitutional 
Rights& Privileges. His Honor is grieved that "so 
respectable a Body have passd so heavy a judgm' 
upon hb Conduct, without giving hiin an opportunity 
of justifying or excusing It" If he had ihol proper 
to desire the Audience of the House upon the Affair, 
cither in person or by Proxy it w^ not, he knows it 



176?] 



SAMUEL ADAMS. 



1*9 



c' not be rlenyd him. And truly the Mouse m' reason- 
ably have expected lo have heard from liim, upon a 
matter of this Nature & Importance; Neither our 
Doors nor our Ears ever were or could be shut ag' 
any Pet' or memorial lie in' think Ft to prt^ferr. In- 
stead of w'^ he chose to keep himself at a Distance & 
leave it to be negotiated by the Gov' & the Secretary 
with the House. 

We cannot but think this Attempt of his Honor 
the more unnatural as he has so long enjoyd every 
Honor & Favor in the Power of his native Country 
to confer upon luni. Some of his high offices are so 
incompatible with others of them, that in all proba- 
bility ihey never will hereafter be, as they never were 
heretofore thus accumulated by any man. This Gen' 
was for years togetlier L' Gov', Councellor, Chiefe 
Justice of the Provinces & a Judge of the Probate. 
Three of these lucrative as well as honorary Places 
he now enjoys & yet is not content. ll is tasy to 
conceive how undue an influence the two first must 
give- 

Thc office of a Chief Justice is most certainly in- 
compatible with that of a Politician. The cool & 
impartial administraf of common justice can never 
harmonirc with the meanders & windings of a modern 
Politician. The Integrety of the Judge may some 
times embarrass the Politician, but there is infinitely 
more Danger in the long run of the Politician spoil- 
ing the good & upright JudgCn This has often been 
the Case & in the Course of things may be expected 
again. 

As ihc Gov' & the L' Gov* now firmly persist in 
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the Claim & his Excy seems determind to make a, 
represdfiitation of this tnatter liome : it is incumbent 
upon us Co be particularly attentive to it, tho both of 
thciii have in Effect desird the present House to remain 
quiet S: inactive. We must therefore earnestly rec- 
ommend it to you to make it a matter of your spe- 
cial Care, S: if any Stir should be made about it in 
Eng^ that you w^ use your utmost endeavors to pre- 
vent any Determination thereon till we can be heard, 
or otherwise that you mate the best use you can of 
the papers indosd. 



THK HOUSE OK RKl^RE^ENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS TO 

jAtiPER MAUDUITJ 

[MS,, SUDurl AdArai Fftpcn, vol, \.^ LcfiOK Ubrary.] 

Pro of MasHchuiclIi l^y 
Boiton Much i% I7f>7 

Sir 

The House of Representatives have taken into 
Consideration your Letter of the 5 of June last- The 
only part of it which concerns either their Justice or 
Honor to take notice of, is that which relates to 
a sufficient & ample Reward for your Services as 
Agent for the Province, in considering which they 
would not willfully err. The Truth is, you have 
always considerd the receiving & paying the Pro- 
vince Money as a Business distinct from your Agency, 
& consequently, the Commissions as distinct from 
an allowance for the services of your agency, & 
from thence you inferr, what w^ have been much 
beneath the Honor of a house of Representatives, 

* Till* J«t*rw»* read and approved Mflteh 19. i7'>7, when [he Houae ntdwed 
Iho Trouurcr \n ifraw on MauiIuLe^ jn favoi of John Hancock, Tor tte biUncid 
due from the tgcni, /i.^ta^n-iV. 
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that they '* studied to affront ** you by offering you 
so small a Sum as ^loo a yean The House always 
conceive! otherwise ; they lookd upon you altogether 
in the Light of an Agent; ^ had you not been in 
that Capacity, their money W* never have passd 
Ifaro your Hands — they therefore considend what 
was an adequate Reward to your merit, & concluded 
that ^600 sterling p ann w* be an ample retaltiation 
for your Services & Expences: As therefore you 
had chargd your Commission, the house considerd 
it as so much paid. & determind upon /loo a year 
to make up the annual allowance of ^^00. Very 
rightly therefore they told you in their former Letter 
thai they had allowd you double of what they had 
ever allowd your Predecessor^ M* Bollan never was 
allowd more than 300 some times no more than 200 
a year for his Services — it is true as he left his 
family & Business to prosecute the Affairs of the 
province it was judgd reasonable to allow his Ex- 
pences in London. Your Expences you say have 
amounted to jt'^oo yearly it remains then that you 
have rcc** for your services, equal to the most that 
the Gov' ever allowd M' Bollan viz ^300 a year. 
The House upon the most impartial Consideration 
arc of opinion that this is a Sum. by no means dc- 
rogator)' to their Honor to offer in full for your 
Services ; & therefore cannot but conclude that when 
you take Leisure to consider calmly of it you will 
think it perfectly consistent with your Reputation to 
accept of iL Wc cannot close without observing to 
you that by means of your protesting the Drafts of 

■ Thte R«n!«B(* t> (TOCAed out ia ibe ^ttSX, 




15* 



TJfE WRITINGS OF 



[1767 



our Treasurer, when you had more Chan sufficient in 
your hands to honor them & pay your self, this Gov- 
ernm' have been put lo the Charge of nearly j^ioo 
sterling — which youl please to reflect upon at your 
Leisure. Read & accepted 



TO DENNVS DE BERDT* 
[W. V. Wdb, Li/t*/£ammiiA^«u, yoI. i., pp. 139. 140.] 

Bmfon, May 9. 1767- 

Sir: — Your favor of loth February and 9th March 
came lo hand. It gives me the greatest satisfaction 
to find that this Province stands in an agreeable 
point of light with the Ministry and the Parliament 
and I hope with our gracious Sovereign himself- 
The nation has no reason to be offended with us, 
or to entertain any jealousy of us. We are naturally 
attached to the people of Great Britain, We esteem 
them, not barely as fellow-subjects, but as brethren 
of the same blood, We can look back a few years, 
and find the same men the fathers of us all. Why 
then should Britain hate Anierica, or they envy her? 
Our dependence is mutual ; our interest is undivided ; 
one cannot be sensibly injured, but the other must 
fee! iL 

I now send you the journal of the House for the 
remaining part of the year' You will find in the be- 
ginning of February some messages between the 
Governor and the House relating to the supply of 
about seventy of his Majesty's troops, arrived here 
last fall. Heretofore it has been the practice of this 

'On Decetther 9. J76t, (he Qptlt flf ih« HciiK, A<lflmt, wa* d^re^led to 
tupptf De Dc'dt with fc copy o' id jourD^l. 
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government to make provision in such cases by an 
act of their own. Thus they granted to their sov- 
ereign the necessary aid of their own free accord, 
which waft strictly constitutional ; and 1 am satisfied 
the people would always be ready cheerfully to make 
such grants upon all future occasions. Does not 
an act of Parliament made to oblige us in this case 
deprive us of our honor as well as our right, and 
imply a mistrust of us in the mother country? It 
13 probable some persons here had induced the 
Ministry to believe it would have been refused by 
us, and argued from thence the necessity of the 
Parliament's interfering. But there is no room for 
such a suggestion. If the question should at any 
time be put, I am persuaded the people would show 
their loyalty in this as they have done in all other 
requests. I wish, if our enemies should put an ill 
construction upon this matter, tt might be thus ex- 
plained, for it is the truth. The House made you 
a grant (or your services for one year, as you will 
see by the journal of March.' His Excellency did 
not think proper to sign it ; perhaps he will as- 
sign the reason at the May session, when it will 
no doubt be again considered. 

Your constaiU endeavors to serve this people merit 
their warmest gratitude as well as an ample recom* 
pense ; and I hope, sir, you will not fail of an infinitely 
better reward than it is in their power to give you. 

I am, with very great esteem, sir. 

Your sincere friend and humble servant, 

* Much '?. t7&7 \ j^>cc Tdi Krrlccs to the llousv during the year eniilnf 
NoTcnbvr %. 17M. 
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESEKTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS TO 
DESNYii DL BEKDT, JANUARY u, 176S, 

\^MAijathuri$s Slatt f^ffrt. ^p. 1:14-133; * **" *■ *** /Vwr Dt<Mmrmtt,* pp. 
tCT-(75- '^^ ^ ^v Bo&tQD GucLl«. Apnl 4. 17^-1 

StR, 

Since the- last sitting of the General Court, divers 
acts of Parliament, relating to the colonies, have ar- 
rived here; and as the people of this province had 
no share in the framing those laws, in which they 
are so deeply interested, the House of Representa- 
tives, who are constitutionally entrusted by them, as 
the guardians of tbt^ir rights and liberties, have 
thought it their Indispensable duty, carefully to peruse 
them; and having so done, to point out 5uch mat' 
ters in them, as appear to be grievous to their con- 
stituents, and to seek redress. 

The fundamental rules of the constitution are the 
grand security of all British subjects ; and it is a se- 
curity which they arc all equally entitled to, in all 
parts of his Majesty's extended dominions. The su- 
preme legislative, in every free state, derives its power 
from the constitution; by Che fundamental rules of 
which, it is bounded and circumscribed. As a legis- 
lative power is essentially requisite, where any powers 
of government are exercised, it is conceived, the sev- 
eral legislative bodies in America were erected, be- 
cause their existence, and the free exercise of thar 
power, within their several limits, are essentially 
important and necessar)', to preserve to his Majesty's 

* Under vhl& u^ml \\\\c will tie c^lM " A Co]lct!tian of Iniereiiing. Aui>ifn- 
Ttc Pukpcn . . . from 17&4 to ITM-" London, pintod for J. Aloion, 
1??7. 
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subjects in America, the advantages of the funda- 
mental laws o{ the constitution. 

When wc mention ihe rights of the siihjtrcts in 
America, and the interest we have in the British con* 
stitution, in common with all other British subjects, 
wc cannot justly bo suspected of the most distant 
thought of an independency on Greai Britain. Some, 
we know, have imagined this of the colonists, and 
others may. perhaps, have industriously propagated 
it» to raise groundless and unreasonable jealousies of 
them ; but it is so far from the truth, that we appre- 
hend the colonies would refuse it if offered to them, 
and would even deem it the greatest misfortune to be 
nbliged to accept iL They are far from being Insen- 
sible of their happiness, in being connected with the 
mother country, and of the mutual benefits derived 
from it to both. It is, therefore, the indispensable 
duty of all, to cultivate and establish a mutual har- 
mony, and to promote the intercourse of good offices 
between them; and while both have the free enjoy- 
nieiiL nf the rights of our happy constitution, there 
will be no grounds of envy and discontent in the one, 
nor of jealousy and mistrust in the other. 

It is d)e glory of th^ British constitution, that it 
hath its foundation in the law of God and nature It 
is an essential, natural right, that a man shall quietly 
(injoy, and have the sole disposal of his own property. 
This right is adopted into the constitution. This 
natural and constitutional right is so familiar to the 
American subjects, that it would be difficult, if possible, 
to convince them, that any necessity can render it just, 
equitable and reasonable, in the nature of things. 



»3<S 



THE WRITINGS OF 



li7«SS 



that the Parliament should impose duties, subsidies, 
talliage^, and taxes upon them, internal or external, 
for the sole purpose of raising a revenue. The red- 
son 12, obvious : because, they cannot be represented, 
and therefore, thdr consent cannot be constitution- 
ally had in ParliamenL 

When the Parliament, soon after the repeal of the 
stamp act, thought proper to pass another act.* declar- 
ing the authority, power, and right of Parliament, to 
make laxvs that should be binding on the colonies, 
in all cases, whatever, it is probable that acts for levy- 
ing taxes on the colonies, external and internal, 
were included; for the act made the last year,' im- 
posing duties on paper, glass, &c, as well as the 
sugar acts ' and the stamp act arc, to all intents and 
purposes, in fonii, as well as in substance, as mucli 
revenue acts, as those for the land tax. customs and 
excises in England. The necessity of establishing 
a revenue in America, is expressly mentioned in the 
preambles; ihey were originated in the honorable 
House of Commons, as all other money and revenue 
bills are; and the property of the colonics, with the 
same form, ceremony and expressions of loyally and 
duty, is thereby given and granted to his Majesty, 
as they usually give and grant their own. But we 
humbly conceive, that objections to acts of this kind, 
may be safely, if decently made, if they are of a Jan* 
gerous tendency In point of commerce, policy, and 
the true and real interest of the whole empire. It 
may, and if it can, it ought to be made to appear, that 
such acts are grievous to the subject, burthensome 
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to trade, ruinous to the nation, and tending on the 
whole to injure the revenue of the Crown. And 
surely, if such mighty irconveniencics, evils, and mis- 
chiefs, can be pointed out with decency and perfipi- 
cuity, there will be the highest reason not only to 
hope for, but fully to expect redress. 

It is observable, thai though many have disregarded 
life, and contemned liberty, yet there arc few men who 
do not agree thai property is a valuable acqitisttion, 
which ought to be held sacred. Many have fought, and 
b!ed, and died for this, who have been insensible to 
all other obligations. Those who ridicule the ideas of 
right and justice, faith and truth among men, will put 
a high value upon money. Property is admitted to 
have an existence, even in the savage state of nature* 
The bow. ihp arrow, and the tomahawk ; the hunting 
and the fishing ground, are species of property, as 
important to an American savage, as pearls, rubies, 
and diamonds are to the Mogul, or a Nabob in the 
East, or the lands, tenements, hereditaments, mes- 
suages, gold and silver of the Europeans. And If 
property is necessary for the support of savage life, it 
is by no means less so in civil sociclyn The Utopian 
schemefi of levelling, and a community of goods, are 
as visionary and impracticable, as chose which vest all 
property in the Crown, are arbitrary, despotic^ and in 
our governmeni unconstitutional. Now, what prop- 
erty can the colonists be conceived to have, if their 
money may be granted away by others, without their 
consent? This most certainly is the present case; 
for ihey were in no %nsc represented in Parliament, 
when this act for raising a revenue in America was 
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made. The stamp act was grievously camplained of 
byal! the colonics ; and is there any real difference be- 
twetn this act and llie stamp act ? They were both 
designed lo raise a revenue in America, and in the 
same manner, viz. by duties on certain commodities. 
The payment of ihc duties imposed by the stamp act, 
might havt^ been eluded by a tot:il disuse of ihe 
stamped paper; and bo may the payment of these 
duties, by the total disuse of the articles on which 
they arc laid ; but in neither case, without difficulty. 
Therefore, the subjects here, are reduced to the hard 
atiemative, either of being obliged totally to disuse 
articles of the greatest necessity, in common life, or to 
pay a t;ix without ihetr consent. 

The security of right and property, is the great end 
of government. Surely, then, such measures as tend 
to render right and propeity precarious, tend to de- 
stroy both property and government ; for these must 
stand and fall together. It would be difficult, if pos- 
sible, to show, that the present plan of taxing the 
colonies is more favorable to them, than that put in 
use here, before the revolution. It seems, by the 
event, that our ancestors were, in one respect, not in 
so melancholy a situation, as we, their fjosterity, are. 
In those times, the Crown, and the ministers of the 
Crown, without the intervention of Parliament, de- 
molished charters, and levied taxes on the colonies, at 
pleasure. Governor Andross, in the time of James JI, 
declared, that wherever an Englishman sets his foot, 
all he hath is the King's ; and Dudley declared, at the 
Council Board, and even on the sacred seat of justice, 
that the privilege of Englishmen, not to be taxed 
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without their consent, and the laws of England, would 
not follow them lo the ends of the earth. It was, 
also, in thos^days, declared in Council, thatllie King's 
subjects in New England did not differ much from 
slaves; and chat the only difference was, that they 
were not bought and sold. But there was, even in 
those times an excellent Attorney General, Sir Wil- 
liam Jones/ who w^ts of another mind ; and told King 
James, that he could no more grant a commission to 
levy money on his subjects in Jamaica, though a con- 
quered island, without their consent, by an Assem- 
bly, than they could discharge themselves from their 
allegiance to the English Crown, But the misfor- 
tune of the colonists at present is, that tliey are taxed 
by Parliament, without their consenL This, while the 
Parliament continues to tax us, will ever render our 
case, in one respect, more deplorable and remediless, 
under the best of Kings, than that of our ance&tors 
was, under the worst. They found relief by the inter- 
position of Parliament, But by the intervention of 
that very power, we are taxed, and can appeal for re- 
lief, from their final decision, to no power on earth ; 
for there is no power on earth above them. 

The original contract between the King and the 
first planters here, was a royal promise in behalf of t]»e 
nation, and which till very lately, it was never ques- 
tioned but the King had a power to make ; namely, that 
if the adventurers would, at their own cost and charge 
and at the hazard of their live^ and every thing dear 
to them, purchase a new world, subdue a wilderness. 

Jam 3}, 167s ; nugii«4, Novenibtr, 1679 ; •*■ ImIov, pigi ijS. 
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and thereby enlarge the King's dominions, they and 
their posterity should enjoy such rights and privi- 
leges as in their charters are expressed ; which are, in 
general, all the rights, liberties and privileges of his 
Miijesiy's iiatiinti born subji^cts within the realm- The 
principal privilege implied, and tn some of their char- 
ten* expressed, is a freedom from all taxes, but such 
an they shall consent to in peraon, or by representatives 
of their own free choice and election. The late King 
James broke the original contract of the settlement 
and government of these colonies; but it proved 
happy for our ancestors in the end, that he had also 
broken the original compact with his three kingdoms. 
This left them some gleam of hope; this very thing* 
finally, wa^ the cause of deliverance to the nation 
and the colonies, nearly at the same time ; it was the 
Parliament, the supreme legislative and constitutional 
check on the supreme executive, that in time oper- 
ated effects worthy of itself; the nation and her col* 
onies have since been happy, and our princes patriot 
Kings The law and reason teaches, that the King can 
do no wrong ; and that neither King nor Parlfament 
are othenA*i^;e inclined than to justice, equity and truth. 
But the law does not presume that the King may not 
be deceivei,! nor that the Parliament may not be misin- 
formed. If, therefore, any thing is wrong, it must be im^ 
puted to such causes. How far such causes have taken 
place and operated against the colonics, is humbly 
submitted to the revision and reconsideration of alL 

By the common law, the colonists are adjudged 10 
be natural bom subjects. So they are declared bj* 
royal charter : and the}- arc so, by the spirit of ti^ 
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Iaw of nature and nations. No jurist, who ha& the 
least regard to his reputation in the republic of letters, 
will deny that they are entitled to all the essential 
rights, liberties, privileges and immunities, of his 
Majesty's natural subjects, born within the realm. 
The children of his Majesty's natural born subjects, 
bom passing and repassing the seas, have, by sun- 
dry acts of Parliament, from Edward the third to this 
time, been declared natural born subjects; and even 
foreigneni, residing a cert^n lime in the colonies, are, 
by acts of Parliament, entitled to all the rights and 
privileges of natural born subjects. And it is re- 
markable, that the Act of 13 Geo. IL chap, 7, pre- 
supposes that the colonists are natural born subjects ; 
and that they are entitled to all the privileges of such ; 
as appears by the preamble, which we shall now re- 
cite. "Whereas the increase of people is the means 
of advancing wealth and strength of any nation or 
country ; and whereas many foreigners and strangers, 
from the lenity of our government and purity of our 
religion, the benefit of our laws, the advantages of 
our trade, and the security of our propert)-, might be 
induced to come and settle in some of his Majesty's 
colonies in America, if they were made partakers of 
the advantages and privileges which natural born sub- 
jects of this realm do enjoy." Which plainly shows 
it to be the sense of the nation, that the colonies 
were entitled to, and did actually enjoy, the advan* 
tages and privileges of natural born subjects. But 
il it could be admitted as clearly consistent with 
the constitution, for the Parliament of Great Britain 
to tax the property of the colonies, we presume it can 
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be made to appear to be utterly inconsistent with the 
rules of equit>^ that (hey should, at least at present. 
It must be considered, that by acts of Parliament, the 
colonics arc prohibited from importing commodities 
of the growth or inanufacturc of Europe, except from 
Great Britain, saving a few articles. This gives the 
advantage to Great Britain of raising the price of her 
commodities, and is equal to a tax^ It is too obvious 
to be doubted, that by the extraordinary demands 
from the colonies of Che manufactures of Britain, oc- 
casioned by this policy, she reaps an advantage of at 
least twenty per cent, in the price of them, beyond 
what the colonies might purchase them for at foreign 
markets. The loss, therefore, to the colonists^ is equal 
to the gain which is made in Britain. This in reality 
is a tax, though not a direct one ; and admitting that 
they take annually from Great Britain, manufactures 
to the value of two millions sterling, as is generally 
supposed, they then pay an annual tax of four hun- 
dred thousand pounds, besides the taxes which are 
directly paid on those manufactures in England. The 
same reasoning will hold good with respect to the 
many enumerated articles of their produce, which 
the colonies are restrained, by act of Parliament, from 
sending to any foreign port. By this restraint, the 
market is glutted, and consequently the produce sold, 
is cheaper; which is an advantage to Great Britain, 
and an equal loss to, or tax upon, the colonists. !sil 
reasonable, then, that the colonies should be taxed on 
the British commodities here? especially when it is 
considered, that the most of them settled a wilder- 
ness» and, till very lately, defended their settlctncnta 
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without a farthing s expense to the nation. They bore 
their full proportion of the charges of securing and 
maintaining his Majesty's rights in America, in every 
war from their first settlement, without any considera- 
tion ; (or the grants of Parliament in the last war were 
compensations for an overplus of expense on their 
part. Many of them, and this province in particu- 
lar, have always maintained their own frontiers at their 
own expense ; and have also frequently defended his 
Majesty's garrison at Annapolis, when it must other- 
wise have been unavoidably lost. The nation, in the 
late war. acquired lands equal in vahie to all the ex- 
panse she had been at in America, from its seltlc- 
nienl ; while the trade of the colonies has been only 
•^secured and restricted;*" it has not been enlarged, 
though new avenues of heneficial commerce have 
been opened to the mother country. The colonies 
have reaped no share in the lands which they helped 
to conquer, while millions of acres of those ver>' lands 
have been granted, and still are granting, to people who, 
in all probability, will never see, if they settle (hem. 

The appropriation of the monies, to arise by these 
duties, is an objection of great weight. It is, in the 
first place, to be applied for the payment of the 
necessary charges of the administration of justice, 
and the support of civil government, in such colonies 
where it shall be judged necessary. This House ap- 
prehends it would bt^ grievous, and of dangerous 
tendency, if the Crown should not only appoint Gov- 
ernors over the several colonies, but allow tliem such 
stipends as it shall judge proper, at the expense of 
the people, and without their conscnL Such a power. 
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untier a corrupt administration, it is to be feared, 
would introduce an absolute government in America ; 
al best, it wonld leave the people in a state of utter 
uncertainly of their security, which is far from being 
a state of civil liberty. The Judges in the several 
colonies do not hold their commissions during good 
behavior. If then they are lo have salaries independ* 
ent of the people, how easy will it be for a corrupt 
Governor to have a set of Judges lo his mind, to de- 
prive a bench of jusricc of its glory, and the people 
of their security. If the Judges of England have in- 
dependent livings, it must be remembered, that the 
tenure of their commission is during good behavior, 
which is a safeguard for the people. And besides, they 
are near the throne, the fountain of right and justice ; 
whereas American Judges, as wel! as Governors, arc 
at a di5tance from it. Moreover, it is worth particular 
notice, that in all disputes between power and liberty 
in America, there is danger that the greatest credit will 
always be given to the officers of the Crown, who arc 
the men in power. This we have sometimes found by 
experience ; and it is much to be feared, that the na- 
tion will fall into some dangerous mistake, if she has 
not already, by too great attention lo the represen- 
tations of particular persons, and a disregard to others. 
But the residue of these monies is to be applied by 
Parliament, from time to time» for defending, protect- 
ing and securing the colonies. If the government 
at home is apprehensive that the colonists will be 
backward in defending themselves and securing his 
Majesty's territories in America, it must have been 
egregiously misinformed. We need look back no 
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farther than the last war, for evidence of a contrary 
iIUposit!on. They always discovertKi the most cheer- 
ful compliance with his Majesty's requisitions of men 
and money for this purpose* They were then treated 
as free British subjects, and never failed to grant aid 
to his Majesty of their own free accord, to the extent 
of their ability, and even beyond it; of which the 
Parliament were then so sensible, that they made 
them grants, from yc^ar to year, by way of compensa- 
tion for extra services. It is not at all to be doubted, 
but if they are slill considered upon the footing of 
subjects, tlicy will always discover the same disposi- 
tion to exert themselves for his Majesty's service and 
their own defense : which renders a standing army in 
the colonies a needless expense. Or, if it be ad- 
mitted that there may be some necessity for them in 
the conquered province of Canada, where the exer- 
cise of the Romish religion, so destructive to civil 
society, is allowed, surely there can be no need of 
them in the bowels of the old colonies, and even in 
cities, where there is not the least danger of a foreign 
enemy, and where the inhabitants are as strongly 
attached to his Majesty's person, family and govern- 
ment, as in Great Britain itself. There is an Engluh 
affection in the colonists towards the mother country, 
which will forever keep them connected with her, to 
every valuable purpose, unless it sh;dl be erased by 
repeated unkind usage on her part. As Englishmen, 
as well as British subjects, they have an aversion to 
an unnecessary standing army, which they look upon 
as dangerous to their civil liberties; and consider- 
ing the examples of ancient tinier, it seems a little 
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surprising, ihat a moiher state should trust large 
bodies of mercennry troops in her coloiiicii. at so ^renl 
a distance from her, lest, in process of time, when the 
fipirit^ of the people shall be depressed by the military 
power, another C:esar should ariae and u&urp the 
authority of his master. 

Thp act enabling his Majesty to appoint Commis- 
sioners of the Customs to reside in America, has also 
been read in the House.^ It declares an intention to 
facilitate the trade of America, of which we cannot 
have any ^reat hopes, from the tenor of the cummi«- 
sion. In general, innovations are dangerous; the 
unnecessary increase of Crown Officers is most cer- 
tainly so. These gentlemen are authorized to ap- 
point as many as they shall think proper, without 
limitation. This will probably be attended with un- 
desirable effects. An host of pensioners, by the arts 
they may use, may in time become as dangerous to 
the liberties of the people as an army of soldiers ; for 
there is a way of subduing a people by art. as well as 
by arms. We are happy ami safe under his present 
Majesty's mild and gracious administration ; but the 
time may come, when the united body of pensioners 
and soldiers may ruin the liberties of America. The 
trade of the colonies, we apprehend, may be as easily 
carried on, and the acts of trade as duly enforced, 
withoi:t this commission : and. if so, it must be a very 
needless expense, at the time when the nation and 
her colonies are groaning under debts contracted in 
tlie late war, and how far distant another may be» 
Ood only knows- 



1 * Ceo- til., diAp. 41 



1768] 



SAMUEL ADAMS. 



'47 



There is another act. which, this House appre- 
hends must be alarming to all the colonies : which is 
the act for suspending the lefjislative power of the As- 
sembly of New York on a certain conditionp* A legis- 
lative body, without the free exercise of the powers 
of legislation, Is to us in comprehensible. There can 
be no materiil difference between such a legislative 
and none at alL It cannot be said, that the Assem- 
biy of New York hath the free exercise of legislative 
power while their very existence is suspended upon 
their acting in conformity to the will of another body. 
Such a restriction throughout the colonics, would be 
H short and easy inethod of annihilating the legisla* 
live powers in America, and by consequence of de- 
priving the people of a fundamental right of the con- 
stitution, namely, that every ni-m shall he present in 
the body which legisla^tes for him. 

It may not be amiss to consider the tendency of fi 
suspension of colony legislation for a non compliance 
with acts of Parliament, requiring a Provincial As- 
sembly to give and grant away their own and their 
constituents money for the support of a standing 
army. Wc cannot hvM think it hard enough to have 
our property j^nted away without our consent, with* 
out being ordered lo deal it out ourselves, as in the 
case of the nuiliny act. It must be sutihcicntly hu* 
miliating to part widi our property in either of those 
wa>^, much more in both ; whereby, as loyal subjects 
as any under his Majesty's government, and as true 
iovcri of their country as any people whatever, arc 
deprived of the honor and merit of voluntarily 
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contributing to the service of bolh. What is the plain 
language of such a suspension ? We can discover no 
more nor less in it than this : If the American assem- 
blies refuse to grant as much of their own and their con- 
stituents money, as shall from time to time be enjoined 
and prescribed by the Parliament, besides what the 
Parliament directly taxes tliem, they shall no longer 
have any legislative autliority ; but if they comply 
with what is prescribed, they may still be allowed to 
legislate under their charter restrictions. Does not 
political death and annihilation ,stare ij,'^ in the face as 
strongly on one supposition as the other? Equally, 
in case of compliance as of non compliance 

But let us suppose, for a moment a scries of events 
taking place, the most favorable in the opinion of 
those who are so fond of these new regulations ; that 
all diflicultics and scruples of conscience were re- 
moved, and that every Representative in America 
should acknowledge a ju^t and equitable right in the 
Commons of Great Britain, to make an unlimited grant 
of his and his constituents property ; that they have a 
dear right to invest the Crown with all the lands in 
the colonies, as effectually as if they had been for- 
feited. Would it be possible for them to conciliate 
their constituents to such measures ? Would not the 
attempt suddenly cut asunder all confuience and com- 
munication bet^veen the representative body and the 
people ? What, then, would be the consequence ? 
Could anything be reasonably expected but db- 
content, despair and rage, against their reprcsen- 
taiives, on the side of the people, and on the pan 
of the government, the rigorous exertion of civil and 
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militarj' power ? The conrusion and misery, after such 
a fatai crisis, cannot be conceived, much less described. 
The present regulations and proceedings, with re- 
specl to the colonies, we apprehend to be opposite to 
every principle of good and sound policy, A stand- 
ing anny. in time of profound peace, is naturally pro- 
ductive of uneasiness and discontent among the 
people; and yet ihe colonies, by the mutiny act, 
are ordered and directed to provide certain enumer- 
ated articles: and the pains znd penalties, tn case of 
non compliiincc, are evident, in the precet lent of New 
York. It also appears, that revenue officers are mul- 
tiplying in the colonics, with vast powers. The Board 
of Commissioners, lately appointed to reside here, 
have ample discretionary powers given them, to make 
what appointments ihey please, and to pay the ap- 
pointees what sums they please The establishment 
of a Protestant Episcopate, in America, is also very 
zealously contended for ; * and it is very alarming to a 
people, whose fathers, from the hardships they suf- 
fered under such an establishment were obliged to 
fly their native country into a wilderness, in order 
^peaceably lo enjoy their privileges, civil and religious. 
Their being threatened with the loss of both at 
once, must throw them into a disagreeable situation. 
We hope in God such an establishment will never 
take place in America, and we desire you would 
strenuously oppose it. The revenue raised in America, 
for ought we can tell, may be constitutionally applie^.l 
towards the support of prelacy, as of soldiers and pen- 

■ C/. Tkf Ji^\tm gfittP^ *nJ fid AmfrUm Ctt^mltt, by A. r., Cro**, 




150 



TJfE iV/t/T/jVGS OF 



[C768 



sioners. If the property of the subject is taken from 
him. without his consent, ii is immatcnal whether it 
be done by one man, or five hundred ; or whether it 
be apphcd for the support of ecclesiastic or miUtary 
power, or both. It may be well worth the considers • 
tion of die best politician in Great Britain or America, 
what the natural tendcncj' is of ii vigorous pursuit of 
these measures- We are not insensible that some 
eminent men, on both sides the w^ter, are less 
friendly to American charters and assemblies, than 
could be wished. It seems to be growing fashionable 
to treat tliem. In common conversation, as well as in 
popular publications, with contempt But if we look 
back a few reigns, we shall find that even the august 
assembly, the Parliament, was, in every respect, the 
object of a courtiers reproach. It was even an aph- 
orism with King James the First, that the Lords and 
Commons were two ver^' bad copartners with a Mon* 
arch ; and he iAx\t.\ his successors broke the copartner- 
ship ELS fast as possible. It is certainly unnatural for 
a British politician to expect, that ever the supreme 
executive of the nation can long exist, after the su- 
preme legislative shall be depressed and destroyed, 
which may God forbid, If the supreme executive 
cannot exist long in Britain, without the support of 
the supreme le^islaiive^ it should seem very reason- 
able, in order to support the same supreme executive, 
at the distance of a thousand transmarine leagues 
from the metropolis, there should be, in so remote 
dominions, a free legislative, within their charter lim- 
itations, as well as an entirely free representative of 
the supreme executive of his Majesty, in the persons 
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of Governors, Judges, Justices, and other executive 
officer;! : othcrwt^ie strange effects are to be appre- 
hended ; for tliE laws of God and natiire are invaria-^ 
ble- A poltticisfi may ^pply or misapply these to a 
multiplicity of purpose^ good or bad; but these laws 
were never made for politicians to alter. Should the 
time ever come, when the legislative assemblies of 
North America shall be dinsolved and annihilated, no 
more to exist again, a strange political phenomenon 
will probably appear. All laws, both of police and 
revenue, must then be made by a legislative, at such a 
distance, that without immediate inspiration, the local 
and other circumstances of the governed, cannot pos- 
sibly be known to those who give and grant to the 
Crown, what part of the property of their fellow sub- 
jects they please- There will then be no Assemblies 
to support the execution of such laws; and, indeed, 
while existing, by what rule of law or reason, are the 
members of the Colony Assemblies executive offi- 
cers ? They have, as Kepresentalives, no commission 
but from their constituents ; and it must be difficult to 
show, why they are more obliged to execute acts of 
Parliament, than such of their constituents as hold no 
commissions from tiie Crown. The most that can 
be expected from either, is submission to acts of Par- 
liament ; or to aid the officers, as individual, or part 
of the posse comitatus. if required. It would seem 
strange to call on the Representatives, in any other 
way^ to execute laws against their constituents and 
themselves, which both have been so far from consent- 
ing to, that neither were con^^utttrd in fr^iining them. 
Yet it was objected by some, to the American 
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Assemblies, thai they neglected to execute the stamp 
act ; and that their resolve** tended Id raise commo- 
tions ; which certainly was not the case here. For all 
the disorders in Boston, in which any damage was 
done to property, happened long before the resolves 
of the Hoiis<r of Rt^prcstrnlativcs here were passed. 

We have reason to believe, that the nation has 
been grossly misinformed witli respect to the temper 
and behavior of the colonists ; and|tt is to be feared 
that some men will not cease to sow the seeds of jeal- 
ousy and discord, till ihcy shall have done irreparable 
mischief- You will do a singular service to both 
countries^ if possible, in detecting them. In the 
mean lime, we desire you would make known to his 
Majesty's ministers the sentiments of this House, 
contained in this letter, and implore a favorable con- 
sideration of America. 



THE HOUSE OF RErRESENTATIVIiS OF MASSACHUSETTS TO 
THE EARL OF SHELliUKNE,^ JANUARY l£. t7t*.' 

[MAtMCkmHii State P^tpm. pp. 137^141. J 
MV LOJO), 

The House of Representatives of this his Majesty's 
province, having had experience of your Lordship's 

■ Willi tun PfUy, tirsi MnrE|mn nf Liiu*4lijinic (iv^^-xSasT: he b^uunc Secrv- 
t«y oi SkiI* far tli* Stjurh^m l>«pat1niFiit m J»ly. Tjbft; \n Janupry, 1768, 
Wiu ict^vcd oi jufLnJictEon over ihc AiiiDric«n cofonic^ by ibc creation of m 
(hinl dcpnmnffnt unifcr IKIJxtnroUfh; In ApHL 17C1B. opposed lltlljibaraii^h'i 
Intlructloni (o UfrntArd with relercBM to Ukc drciiUi leiter ; mtgned, Odobtc 
19, ITt-S, 

*Thl> IcUcr atid lEx inherit ((0 RocklnijIiniikH Januitry 33 ; Shdbumr. Junu- 
%Tf m: CamrffTi, JifinnTyag; (.'luihsm, F*'UriBT>- g ; Conwuy, F*bru*r^ 13. 
And to (he CoiDEniBiiixiDn oF the TrcHuiiy. Kebnuiy 1T») Arc primed, LUbonuh 
t!ic iLuibnTkbif uf lEicai ld tiul i.'uncluiiltcl)' delrrmincd. Tliey (vnn a put of 1 
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generous sentiments of his Majesty's most loyal* 
though remote subjects in America, and of your noble 
exertions in their behalf, in the late time of their dis- 
tress, beg leave to lay before your Lordship's view the 
new scenes of difficulty which are again opened upon 
us, and lo implore your repeated inter-position. 

Your Lordship is not insensible that our fore- 
fathers were. In an unhappy reign, driven into this 
wilderness by the hand of power. At their own cx» 
pcnse they crossed an ocean of three thousand miles, 
and purchased an inheritance for themselves and their 
posteritj', with the view of propagating the christian 
rtrligion, and enlarging the English dominion in this 
distant part of the earth. Through the indulgent 
smiles of Heaven upon them, though not without 
hardship and fatigue ; unexperienced, and perhaps 
hardly to be conceived by their brethren and fellow 
subjects in their native land; and with the constant 
peril of their lives from a numerous race of men, as 
barbarous and cruel, and yet as warlike as any people 
upon the face of the earth, they increased their num- 
bers, and enlarged their settlement They obtained 



t«d«i of diKUfliDiLti of wbJch four of lljv in«i inporunt (tbe tott«r Co D« 
P*rcti, Janniry r^, ihe ppiitinn fo the Kiog, januuy jn, (he ciroilir Ifllter to 
tbc C(hvr lofislacuTH, Fct>Fajiiy 1 1 . fcnd Ihc Itiltt f* HiLlftborotigh, Jas« y>,) 
wvrc wrHlcii hy AA^na. tiitil oi *Ukh cutiic vriei llic pfuJutiioti hu be«n 
UlTltiulrd lohtin. Sfc J, WiriAor. l^em&nai Hiitary »f Cotton, vo], HI., p. ^9 ; 
J, WlnxiT, Nwrrativf ctt^ Cr^fi'fa/ Hiitffry rf Amtrii^, vc»l, ri., pp. 4>. Sj. 
S, A- WrJli. in liw unpcililnhcd flrgrk |i^1. cUtEusJ ih^i Aduiu wiu fhe 
qiiihrir r,i ihi> i*nrir^ i^riri, All nf (h« |<ttt^n. ticfipl Ihjir of Jiiqb y*. were 
printed in TMt 7W*^ S/Hiimfw9e> a/ Amerija^ London, i;68, which *rn cura- 
monlf ciwillcd Cu Adnnis. MotI of Cbc>c LcEIeik ver* pfCKiiIcd Xu tbv lloiue 
bf ■ffiTumiifep, condirlngof Adiini, Oilt, Caihing, Itcirlcy. lUm^ork.SliMOc. 
Bow«n,«Bd Dnier, ippoimeil p^ceiikbcf 30, 17*7. "to like undef »iutilerK' 
tian the SUileof llic rruviTict," 
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a charter from King Charles the First, wherein his 
Majesty was pleased to rccognijic to them a liberty 
lo worship God according to the dictates of their 
conscience ; a blessing which in those unhappy times 
was denied to them in their own country; and 
the rights, liberties, privileges and immunities of his 
natural born subjects within the realm. This charier 
they enjoyed, having punctually fulfilled the condi* 
tions o( it, till it was vacated, as we conceive arbi- 
trariiy, in the reign of King Charles the Second. 
After the revolution, that g;rand era of British liberty^ 
when King WilHam and Queen Mary, of glorious 
and blessed memory, were established on the throne, 
the inhabitants of this province obtained another 
charter, in which the most essential rights and privi- 
leges, contained in the former, were restored to them. 
Thus blessed with ihe liberties of Englishmen, they 
continued to increase and multiply, till, as your Lord- 
ship knows, a dreary wilderness is become a fruit- 
ful fieliJ, and a grand source of national wealth and 

glory- 
By the common law. my Lord, as well as sundry 
acta of Parliament, from the reign of Edward the 
Third, the children of his Majesty's natural born sub- 
jects, born passing and repassing the seas, are en- 
titled to all the rights and privileges of his natural 
subjects bom within ihe reahn. From hence the 
conclusion appears to be indisputable, tliai the de- 
scendants of his Majesty's subjects in the realm, 
who migrated with iheconsent of the nation, and pur- 
chased a settlement with their own ireaaiire and blood, 
without any aid from the nation ; who early acknowl- 
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edged their allegiance to the Crown of England, and 
have always approved themselves faithful subjects, 
and in many instances given signal proofs of their 
loyalty to their King, and their firm attachment and 
affection to their mother country; the conclusion is 
strong, that exclusive of any consideration of their 
charter, they arc entitled to the rights and privileges 
of the British Constitution, in common with their 
fellow subjects in Britain, And it is very remark- 
ably the sense of the British nation, that they arc so, 
as appears by an act of Parliament, made in the 13th 
of his late Majesty, King George the Second, The 
preamble of that act* plainly presupposes it ; and the 
purview of the same act enables and directs the Su- 
perior Court of Judicature of this province, a court 
erected by the authority of the Genera! Court, to 
naturalize foreigners, under certain conditions ; which 
it is presumed^ the wisdom of the Parliament would 
not have empowered any people 10 do, who were not 
themselves deemed natural born subjects. 

The spirit of the law of nature and nations, sup- 
poses, [hat all ihc free subjects of -A%\y kingdom, arc 
entitled equally to all the rights of the constitution ; 
for it appears unnatural and unreasonable to afiinn, 
that local, or any other circumstances, can justly de- 
prive any part of the subjects of the same prince, of 
the full enjoyment of the rights of that constitution, 
upon which the government itself is formed, and by 
which sovereignty and allegiance arc ascertained and 
limited. But your Lordship is so thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the extent of the rights of men and of 
^ See above, ^m^ 141. 
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subjects, as to render it altogether improper to take 
up any more of your time on this head. 

There are, my Lord, fundamental rules of the con- 
stitution, which it is humbly presumed^ neither the 
supreme legislative nor the supreme executive can 
alter. In all free states, the constitution is hxed : it 
is from thence, that the legislative derives its auihor- 
iiy ; therefore it cannot change the constitution with- 
out destroying its own foundation. W. then, the 
constitution of Great Britain is the common right of 
all British subjects, it \s humbly referred to your 
Lordship's judgmeni. whether the supreme legislative 
of the empire may rightly leap the bounds of it, in 
the exercise of power over the subjects in America, 
any more than over those in Britain, 

When mention is made of the rights of American 
subjects, and the interest they have in the British 
constitution, in common with all other British sub- 
jects, your Lordship is too candid and just in your 
sentiments, to suppose that the House have the most 
distant thought of an independency of Great Britain. 
They are not insensible of their security and happi- 
ness in their connexion with, and dependence on the 
mother state. These, my Lord, are the sentiments 
of the House, and of their constituents; and they 
have reason to believe, they are the sentiments of all 
the colonies. Those who are industriously propagat- 
ing in the nation a different opinion of the colonists, 
are not only doing the greatest injustice lo them, but 
an irreparable injury to the nation itself. 

It is the glory of the BritLsh constitution, that it 
has its foundation in the law of God and nature. It 
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is e5senti;i11y a natural right, that a man shall quietly 
enjoy, and liavc ihc sole disposal of his own property- 
This right i^ ingrafled trio the British consititulion, 
and is familiar to the American subjects. And your 
Lordship will judge, whether any necessity can render 
it just and etjuitable in the nature of things, ihiil the 
supreme legislative of the empire, should impose 
dutie^i. subsidies, talliagcs and taxes, internal or ex- 
icmalj for the sole purpose of raising a revenue, upon 
subjects that arc not. and cannot, considering their 
local circumstances, by any possibility, be equally 
represented, and consequently, whose consent cannot 
he had in Parliament, 

The security of rig;ht and propenyj is the great 
end of government. Surely, then, such measures as 
tend to render ri^ht and property precarious, tend to 
destroy both property and government, for these 
must stand or fall together. Property is admitted to 
have an existence in the savage state of nature ; and 
if it i^ necessary for the support of savage life, it by 
no means becomes less so in civil society. The 
House intrcat your Lordship to consider, whether a 
colonist can be conceivrd to have any property which 
he may call his own, if it may be granted away by 
any other body, without his consent. And they sub- 
mit to your Lordship's judgment, whether this was 
not actually done, when the act for granting to his 
Majesty certain duties on paper, glass and other ar- 
icics, for the sole and express purpose of raising a 
revenue in America, was made. It is th^ judgment 
of Lord Coke, that the Parliament of Great Britain 
cannot lax Ireland "'quia miliUs ad Parliamcntum 
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Majesty's colonies, after they have cheerfully homp 
their full proponion of mainUiniiig hts Majtr^ity's 
rights in this part of hi^ dominions, and reducing his 
enemies to terms of peace. 

Your Lordship will allow the House lo express th<?Tr 
fears, ihai the colonies have been misrepresented to 
his Majesty's niinislcrs and Parliament, as having an 
undutiful disposition towards his Majesty, and a dis* 
affection to the mother tcingdonL It has, till a few 
years past, been the usage for his Majesty's requisi- 
tions to be laid before the Representatives of his 
people in America; and we may venture to appeal 
to your Lordship, that the people of this province 
have been ready to afford their utmost aid for hb 
Majesty's servicen It would be grievous to his most 
faicliful snbjeccs, to be called upon for aid in a man* 
ner which implies a mistrust of a free and cheerful 
compliance. And the House intrcat your Lordship's 
consideration whether our enemies al least, would 
not infer a want of duty and loyalty in us, when the 
parliament have judged it necessary to compel us by 
law!5 for that purpose : as by the late acts for raising 
a revenue in America, and the act for preventing 
mutiny and desertion: in the latter of which the 
Governor and Council are directed to supply the 
King's troops with enumerated articles, and the peo- 
ple are required to pay the expense. But besides 
your Lordship will judge whether the execution of 
this act can comport with the existence of a free 
legislative In Americi 

It is unnatural to expect, that the supreme execu- 
tive power can long exist, if tlie supreme legislative 
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pleased to rt-meinben that by an act of Parliament, 
the colonists arc prohibited from importing commo- 
dities and manufactures o( the j^rowth of Europe, 
saving a few articlefi, except from Great Dritain. 
This proliibition not only occasions a much greater 
demand upon the mother countrj' for her manufac- 
tures, but gives the manufacturers there the advan- 
tage of their own price ; and can it be questioned, my 
Lord, but the colonists are obliged by means of 
this policy, to purchase the Gritish manufactures at a 
much dearer rate, than the like manufactures would 
be purchased at, if they were allowed to go to foreign 
markets? It is a loss to the coloni&ts, and an equal 
gain to Great Britain. The same reasoning holds 
good with respect to the many articles of their pro- 
duce, which the colonies are restrained b) act of Par- 
liament from sending to foreign ports. This is in 
reality a tax, though an indirect one. on the colonies ; 
besides the duties of excise and customs laid on the 
mamifacturcs in Great nrltain. A celebrated British 
writer on trade, computes the artificial value arising 
from these duties, to be no less than fifty per cent. 
Your Lordship will then form an estimate of the part 
that is paid by the colonies upon the importation 
into America, which is generally said to be at least 
the value of two millions sterling. 

The House is not, at this time, complaining of this 
policy of the mother state ; but bep: your Lordship s 
impartial and candid consideration, whc:ther it is not 
grievous to the colonies to be additionally taxed upon 
the commodities of Great Britain here, and to be 
solely charged with the defending and securing his 
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MajKty's cclofu^s. afto- iWy banc cbevrfuSy 
tbetr fnO proporttoit of mamtaining hs Majesty's 
i^bts in this part erf his dosthiions* and rcdodo^ lus 
enemies to terms of pcacc- 

Yoor Lordsbip wilt allow the Hoose to eJipc rss 
fean^ that the cotoaks have been m are pc ei cnccJ CO 
ht» Majesty's miatsters and Parliamenl* as barta^ aa^ 
imduiifal dbpooitioo towards hxs M^csty. and a 
affection to the tnocber Idagdom. Ic has. till a few 
years past, been the usage for his Majesty's reqi 
tioas to be lakl before the Rcprcscntacivcs of 
people in America; and ve may vulture to 
to your Lordship, that the people oF this proriooe 
hare been ready to afford their utmost aid for his 
BAa|csty's service. It wwdd be g^hcroiis to his 
foMfal subjects, to be called upon for aid in a ntav-JS 
ner whkh Implies a mistrust of a bee and dbecrful 
compliance. And the House intrcat your Lordship's 
COBSkieiatioa vbcther cor enemies at least wCMild 
iwc infer a want of doty and loyahy in us, when the 
parliament have judged it necessary to ccmpeJ us by 
laws for that purpose : as by the late acts for 
a rev enu e to America, aitd the act for prevent] 
mntiiiy and desertioQ : in the latter of which 
Governor and Couodl are directed to supply the' 
King's troops with cnmncratcd articles, and the peo 
pie are rrquin^ to pay the expense. But 
yoor Lofd^ihip will jud);[e whether the execution 
this act can comport with the existence of a free 
legislative In America. 

It \\ t]nTiy.tur:il to expect, th;it the supreme execo^. 
five power can long exist, tf the supreme legislative 
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should be depressed and destroyed. In order, there- 
fore, to support the supreme executive of his Maj- 
esty, at so great a distance, in the person of his 
Governor, Judges, and other executive officers, it 
seems necessary thai there should be a legislative in 
America as perfectly free, as can consist with a sub* 
ordination to the supreme legislative of the whole 
empirep Such a legislative is constituted by the 
royal charter of this province. In this charter, my 
Lord, the King, for himself, his heirs and successors, 
grants to the General Assembly full power and author- 
ity to impose and levy proportionable and reasonable 
asscssincncs, rates and taxes, upon the estates and 
persons of the inhabitants, to be issued and disposed 
of. by warrant under the hand of the Governor, with 
the advice and consent of the Council, for the service of 
his Majesty, in the necessary defence and support of 
his government of the province, and the protection 
and preservation of the inhabitants, according; to such 
acts as are, or shall be, in force in the province. And 
the House are humbly of opinion, that the legi&* 
lative powers in the several colonies In Amc^rica, were 
originally erected upon a conviction, that the sub- 
jects there could not be represented in the supreme 
legislative, and consequently that there was a neces- 
sity that such powers should be erected 

It is, by no means, my Lord, a disposition in the 
House 10 dispute the just authority of the supreme 
legislative of the nation, that induces them thus to 
address your Lordship ; but a warm sense of loyalty 
to their Prince, and, they humbly apprehend, a just 
concern for their natural and constitutional righta 
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They beg your Lordship will excuse iheir trespassing 
upon your time and attention to the great affairs of 
state. They apply to you, as a fnend to the rights 
of mankind, and of British subjects. As Amtric&ns, 
they implore your Lordship's patronage, and be- 
seech you to represent their grievances to the King, 
our Sovereign, and employ your happy influence for 
their relief. 



PETITION FY THK HOUSE OF REPRPSEr^TATlVES OF MAS. 
SACHUSFnS TO THE KING. JANUARY 10, i76«,' 

[MS., Suiiu«J AdArnt rapcn. Lcnoi Ltbnrjr . * iliehily moAl1!ie<l leal 1* la 
Pri&t I^fttimrmli, pp. I7S-I77. »"i *" Mirutthtit/iti SXaU I'cffrt, p^ 

Most Gracious SovEniar^y 

Your Majcstys faithfull Subjects the Representa- 
tives of the Massachusetts Bay, with the warmest 
Sentiments of Loyalty Duty & Affection, beg Leave 
to approach the Throne ; ik tu lay at your Majcstys 
feel their humble Supplications, in Dehalf of your dis* 
iressd Subjects the People of the Province. 

Our Ancestors, the first Settlers of this Country 
having with the Royal Consent, which wc humbly 
apprehend involves the Consent of the Nation & at 
their own great Expcnce mii^rated from the mother 
kingdum, took the powcwiion of this Land, at that 
time a Wilderness, the Right whereof ihey had pur- 
chasd for a valtieablc Consideration of the Council 
cstablJshd at Plymouth, to whom it had been granted 

* TKte pctiliofi wife r«porl#d by th« Spvikvr froin tht «mintlE«« on thv ilAlt 
□r Ulc p^f>^!l^cf on lTi< tP^niSf t>\ Jinunry ?o: ll «iu Ehen nicain[Tiitt«ii, mA 
in ihe ftkcrnooiL w end ptncnpli by ptngmph, ininiilcit hikI Accrptcd^ 
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by your Majest>-s Royal Predecessor King James the 
first- 

From the Principles of Loyalty to their Sovereign, 
which will ever warm tlie Breast of a true Subject, 
iho remote ihcy ever acknowledge! their Alle^^iance 
to the English Crown, & yotir Majtfsty will allow ns 
with all humility to say that they & their Posterity 
even to this time have afforded frequent & signal 
Proofs of their Zeal for the Honor & Service of 
their Prince & their firm Attachment to the Parent 
Country, 

With Toil & Fatigue, perhaps not to be conccivd 
by their Brethren & Fellow Subjects at home, & 
with the constant Peril of their Lives, from a numer 
ou5, savage & warlike Race of Men, they began their 
Seltlemeiu ik God prosperd them. 

They obcaind a Charter from King Charles the 
first, wherein his Majesty was picasd to grant to them 
& their Heirs & Assigns forever all the Lands therein 
dcscribfl, to hold of him &, his Royal Successors in 
free & common Socage, which we humbly conceive is 
as absolute an Estate as the Subject can hold under 
tlic CrowTL And in the same Charter were granted 
to them & tlieir posterity all the Rights Libertitis 
Privileges & Immunities of natural Subjects born 
within the RcaJm. 

This Charter they cnjoyd, having as we most hum- 
bly conceive punctually complyd with all the Con- 
ditions of it, till in an unhappy time it was vocated. 
But after the Revolution, when King William & 
Queen Mary of glorious & blessed Mcmnry were es- 
tabltshd on the Throne; la that unhapp/ Reign 
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when to the Joy of the Nation & its Depenticncys. 
the Crown was settled in your Majesty** illustfious 
Family, the Inhabitants of this province shard 
in the common Blessing. Then they were indulgd 
with another Charter In which their Majestys were 
picasd for ihemst-lvt's, their Heirs & Successors lo 
grant & confirm to them, as ample Estate in the 
Lands or Territorys as was granted by the for- 
mer Charier, together with other the most essential 
Rights S: Libertys containd therein : The principal of 
which is that which your Majest>^ Subjects within 
the Realm have ever held a most sacred Right, of 
being taxed only by Representatives of their own free 
Election. 

Thus blessd with the Rights of Engiishmcn. thro 
the inchilgcnl Smiles of Heaven, Sl under the auspi- 
cious Government of your Majesty and yocr royal 
Predecessors, your people of this province have been 
happy, and your Majesty has acquired a numerous 
increase of loyal Subjects, a large Extent of Domin* 
ion & a new & inexhaustible Source of Commerce 
Wealth & Glofy. 

With great Sincerity, permit us to aASure yoiir 
Majesty that your Subjects of this Province, ever 
have & still continue to acknowledge your Majestys 
high Court of Parliament, the supreme Legislative 
power of the whole Empire. The superintending 
authority of which is clearly admitted in all Cases, 
that can consist with the fundamental Rights of Na- 
ture & the Constitution to which your Majc3t>*s 
happy Subjects in all parts of your Empire conceive 
they have a just & equitable Claim. 
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It i& with the deepest Concern that your humble 
SuppliarHswouldrcpresenl to your Majesty, that your 
Parliameni, the Rectitude of whose Intentions is 
never to be qucstiond, has thought proper to pass 
(livers Acts iinposing Taxes on your Majestys Sub- 
jects in America with the sole & expre»*i purpose of 
raising a Revenue, If your Majcstys Subjtrcts here 
shall be deprivd of the Honor & IVivilegc of volun- 
tarily contribmirg their Aid to your Majesty in sup- 
porting your Govcrnm' & Authority in the Province 
& defending & securing your Rights & Tcrritorys in 
America, which they have always hitherto done with 
the utmost Cheerfullness ; If these acts of parliament 
shall remain in force and your Majestys commons in 
Great Britain shal! continue to exercise the power of 
granting the property of iheir fellow Subjects in 
thts province, your People must then regrett their 
unhappy late in having only the name left of free 
Subjects. With all hLmllity we conceive that a Rep- 
resentation of your Majestys Subjects of this Province 
in the parUam' considering their local Circumstances 
is utterly impracticable. Your Majc-sty has hereto* 
fore been jjraciou^ly pleaiid to order your requisitions 
CO be laid before the Representatives of your People 
in the General Assembly who have never faild to af* 
ford the necessary Aid to the extent of their Ability, 
& some times beyond it ; & it w' be ever grievous to 
your Majestys faiilifull Subjects to be called upon in a 
Way that should appear to them to imply a Distrust 
of their most ready & willing Compliance. 

Under the most sensible Impressions of your Ma- 
jest>*s wise & paternal Care for the Remotest of your 
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fatthtull Subjects, & m full Dependence on the roj^l 
DeclArations in the Charter of this province, we 
most humbly beseech your Majesty to take our pres- 
ent imhajjpy Circumstances under your royal Con- 
sideration. & afford us Reliefe in such Manner as to 
your Majestys great Wisdom & Clemency shall seem 
meet. 



THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MASSACUUSETn^ TO 
TH£ EAKL OF SUELlIl/RKE. JANUARY' as, it6S. 

My Lcrd„ 

His Excellency Governor Bernard has been 
pleased to give orders to the secretary of this pro- 
vince to read to the House of Representatives a 
letter he had received from your Lordship, dated 
Whitehall the 17th of Sqjtember, [767;' which hav- 
ing done the secreiar)- withdrew, without leaving a 
copy as usual. 

The House were both grieved and astonished to 
find your Lordship under a necessity of expressing 
such unfavourable sentiments of the two Housesofihe 
general assembly, as well as of some particular mem- 
bers of (his House, altogether strangers to you, witli 
regard 10 the election of counsellors in May last. 
They observed, that your Lordship's letter had a 
reference to several of his Excellency s letters, upon 
which your sentiments seemed to be formed : and 
as htfl Excellency had intimated to the Speaker of 
the House his desire of having a copy of a certain 

' rrimeil la Ihc JuuiiiJtl of Ihc Hauac. n&j-ir'^S. tppcodii, [^p. 54. 3^. [a 
the ume ftpp«ndiii «rv indufl«il Lh« Olhor docninnti ol Ihe t«r«c. 
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letter which the House h.itl directed to be sent to the 
Speakers of the several Houses of Assembly in ihc 
other colonics, a copy of which it is presumed will be 
laid before your Lordship; the House appointed a 
CO mm it tee to vrait on his Excellency, and acquaint 
him, ihac they were ready to lay before him the said 
letter, and their whole proceedings, relating lo an 
important affair then before ihem, if he should desire 
it. And the same committee was directed humbly to 
request his Excellency to favour the House with a 
copy of your Lordship's letter, together wilh his own 
letters to which it referred- Whereupon messages 
passed between the Governor and the House, which 
the House begs lt:avc to inclose to your Lordship. 

As the House think they have just grounds of sus- 
picion, that his Excellency's letters to your Lordship 
contain, at least, an implication of charge and accusa- 
tion against them, which they are kept in ignorance 
of, they rely upoti your known candour and justice, 
that upon this their humble request, you will be 
pleased to pive orders, that copies be laid before the 
House of Rep^c^e^)t^live$; that they may have the 
opporttmiiy of vindicating liiemsetvcs and their con- 
stituents, and of happily removing from your mind 
an opinion of them, grounded, as your Lordship 
might then reasonably judge, upon good information, 
as having behaved in a manner unbecoming the char* 
actcr of loyal subjects. They hope you will be so 
favourable as to suspend your farther judgment of 
them, till they can be made acquainted wilh the mat- 
ters that may have been ^illedged against them, and 
can make their defence. In tlic mean time they beg 
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IcAve just to meniion to your [.ordsliij), that llie elec- 
tions of the last May, so far as this House had a part 
tn them, were made with a freedom and deliberation 
suitabk to the importance of ihein : and thai they 
were influenced by no motives but the prosperity of 
his Majesty's government, and the happiness of his 
subjects: that the non-clcciion of several gentlemen 
of distinguished character and station, waf^ by no 
means the effect of party prejudice, private ^C5en^ 
ment, or motives still more blamcablc ; but the result 
of calm rcfleclioTi upon the danger that mighl accrue 
to our excellent constitution, and the liberties of the 
people, from too great an opinion of the legislative, 
executive and judiciary powers of government^ which, 
in the opinion of the greatest writers, ought always 
to be kept separate; nor was this a new opinion, 
formed at a certain period ; but it has been the pre- 
vailing sentiment of many of the most sensible and 
unexceptionable gentlemen in the province for many 
years past; upon principles, which your Lordship's 
thorough knowledge of the constitution, and the just 
balance of the several powers of i*overnment, this 
House is assured^ will justify. And although his 
Exccllcnc)' was pleased to exercise his undoubted 
right of negativing some of the gentlemen elected, 
the House have had no reason to alter their opinion 
of them, as being unexceptionable in point of abilit>', 
fortune and character. They beg pardon for this 
fijrdier trouble given to your Lordship, which they 
could not avoid ; being solicitous to set their conduct 
in its true point of light before you ; and they rely 
upon your known justice, tliat you will intercede with 
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the throne for thk province. They are assured, (hat 
your Lordship will not suffer a province to be mis- 
represented, evtn by persons of station here: and if 
thrrr hf. any such, thtry flattrr thL'inseives, that their 
removal will render this people happy in the esteem 
of the parent country, and much more so in the 
smites of the best of Kings. 
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THE HOUSE OK kEPRESENTATlVES OK MASSACHUSKrrS TO 
THE MARQUiS OF ROCKINGHAM.' JANUARY ti. I7*».' 

My Lard, 

The House of Representatives of this his Majesty's 
province, have had the honor of your letter of the 7U1 
of May last, eommLinit^att^d to theni hy iheir Speaker ; 
and thank your Lordship for your condescension, in 
the kind sentiments you arc pleaded to express of 
his Majesty's good subjects of America, and of this 
province. The establishing the harmony between 
Great Britain and her colonies, is a subject which 
your Lordship had judged worthy of your particular 
attention ; and the exertions which yon have made 
for this very important pLirpoiie, claims the most 
grateful acknowledgements of this House. Your sen^ 
ttments are so nobly exlended beyond th<: mo5t div 
tant pariial considerations, as must di^inguish you 

■ CbftrlH WftT»on'\V«nrvortli(i730'i73>). tKonl mini'iit M Kr>cMiig1uia : 
ipiHjIulf^ to llic (ic«*iry c]cp4ituiial. JuJ^ lo. 1^65 ; hcftJ *A (be tilismiitr^ 

* Rppor(«<1 frtim (h* committK c» iTi* %tj\9 ol Eb* pronnca. qintDilc<l ftnfl 
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as a patron of the colonies, a friend to the British 
constitution* and the rights of mankind. 

Your Lordship is pleased to say, that you will not 
adopt a system of arbitrary rule over the colonics; 
nor do othci-wisc than strenuously resist, where at- 
tempts shall be made to throw off that depcndci;cc, 
to which the colonies oti^ht to subn^it. And your 
Lordship, with great impartiality, adds, "not only 
for the advantage of Great Britain, but for their own 
n^l happiness and safety/' 

This HousG, my Lord, have the honor heartily to 
join with you in sentiment; and they speak the lan- 
guage- of their constituents- So sensible are the>" of 
their happiness and safety, in their union with, and 
dependence upon, the mother country, that they 
would by no niKtns be inclined to accept of an inde* 
pendency, if offered to them. But, my Lord, they 
intreat your consideration, whether the colonies have 
not reason to fear some danger of arbitrary rule over 
ihem, when the supreme power of the nation have 
thought proper to impose taxes on his Majesty's 
American subjects, with the sole and cxprcJis pur- 
pose of raiding a revenue, and without their con* 
sent. 

My Lord, the superintending power of that high 
court over all liis Majesty's subjects in the empire, 
and in all ca^^s which can consist with the fundamen- 
tal rules of the constitution, was never questioned in 
this province, nor, as the House conceive, in any 
other. But, in all free states, the constitution ts 
fixed ; it is from thence, that the supreme legislative, 
as well as the supreme executive derives its author- 
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icy. Neither, then, can break through the funda- 
mental rules of the constitution, without destroying 
their own foundation. 

It is humbly conceived, that all his Majesty's 
happy subjects, in every part of his wide extended 
dominions, have a just and equitable claim to the 
rights of that constitution, upon which government 
itself is formed, and by which sovereignty and alle- 
giance are ascertained and limited. Your Lordf^hlp 
will allow us to say, that it is an essential rij^ht of a 
British subject, ingrafted into the constitution, or. if 
your Lordship will admit the expression, a sacred and 
unalienaljle, natural right, quietly to enjoy and Ivave 
the sol^disposal of his own property. In conformity 
to this, the acts of the British Parliament declare, 
that every individual iTi ll»e realm is present in bis 
Majesty's high court of Parliament, by himself, or 
his representative, of his own free election. But, my 
Lord, it is apprehtrnilcd that a just and equal represen- 
tation of the subjects, at the distance of a thousand 
transmarine leagues from the metropolis^ is utterly 
impracticable. Upon this opinion, this liousc hum* 
bly conceive his Majesty's roya! predecessors thought 
it equitable to form subordinate legislative powers in 
America, as perfectly free as the nature of things 
would admit, that so their rcfmote subjects might 
enjoy a right, which tho?^ within the realm have 
ever held sacred, of being taxed only by representa- 
tives of their own free election, 

The House beg leave to observe to your Lordship, 
that the monies which shall arise by the aet for grant- 
ing to his Majesty certain duties on paper, glass and 
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Other articles, parsed in the last session of PaHiameot. 
arc to be applied, in the first place, for the payment 
of the necessary chargfcs of the administration of jus- 
tire, and thr su|]port i.if civil govrrtunent in such 
colonies as shall be judj;ed necessary ; and the resj* 
due for defending, protecting and securing the colo* 
fiiea They intrcat your Lordship's consideration, 
what may be the consequences, in some future time, 
if the Crown, in addition to its right of appointing 
Governors over the colonics, which this House cheer- 
fully recognl/e, should appoint them such stipends as 
it £hall judge fir. without the consent of the people, 
and at their expense. And as the Judges of the land 
here do not hold their commissions during good be* 
havior, your Lordship will judye. whether it may not 
hereafter happen, that at so great a distance from the 
throne, the fountain of justice, for want of an ade- 
quate check, corrupt and arbitrary rule may take 
place, even within the colonies, which may deprive a 
bench of justice of its glory, and the people of their 
happiness and safety. 

Your Lordship's justice and candor will induce you 
to believe, that what our enemies may have taken oc- 
casion to represent to his Majesty's ministers and the 
Parliament, as an undutiful dispo^itEon in the colo- 
nies, is nothing more than a just and firm attachment 
to their natural and constitutional rights. It is hum- 
bly submitted to your Lordship, whether these ideas 
art* wcrll fnurulrdr And while tliis^ province »nd the 
colonies shall continue, in your Lordship's judgment, 
to be faithful and loyal subjects to his Majesty, they 
rely upon it, that your happy influence will ever be 
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employed to promote the sentunenta of tenderness. 
as well as justice, in the parent country. 
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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MASSACHUSETTS TO 
LOkD C^MHKN,' JANUARY »q, 176ft.' 

f^/ftw Dotmntnli^ pp, 115-187,] 

My Lord. 

Your great knowledge of the constitution and law* 
of the nation, of the just extent oF parliamentary au- 
thority, and the rights of British subjects, is a pre- 
vailing inducement to the House of Representatives 
yf tills iiis Majesty's province, to address to your 
Lordship, at a time when your attention to the Brit- 
ish colonies, their connection with and dependence 
upon the mother slate, and their riyhts as subjects, 
seems to be necessary and important, not to chem 
alone, but to the whole empire. 

This House can speak only for the people of one 
province : but no assembly on this conlinenl. it is pre- 
sumed, can long be silent, under an apprehension^ 
that without the aid of some powerful advocate, the 
liberties of America will soon Ije no more. 

It is a cause which the House 1$ assured your Lord* 
ship has at heart ; and the past experience of your pa- 
tronage, and the noble exertions you were pleased to 
make for them in a late time of distress, afTords the 

' ChAflciFMtl, im vAflof Camden ti7t4-i7>|]; ippmnrM <:h;«r JutiiceQl 
lb« CavK of CommM Plc«v D«t«mber 4l, If^t; fAL»«d lo 'OtA tecncc u 

cnaUd E«rl c:«md«n, May Ij, I^Sd, 
^ tt«p«ilcd ftvm th< comniHl** on tha ttatt of llw provino. rud jud 
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Strongest reason to hope that your happy in6uence 
vill still be employed Ja their behalf, as far as your 
Lordship shall jtidge to be riyht, 

H in all free states, the conscicucion is fixed, and the 
supreme legislative power of the natioiv from thence 
derives its authority; can that power overleap the 
bounds of the constitution, without subverting its own 
foundation? If the remotest subjects, are bound by 
the tics of allegiance, which this people and their fore- 
fathers have ever acknowledged; are they not by 
the ruleft of equity, intttled to all the rights of that 
constitutiori, which ascertains and limits both sovxt- 
eignty and allegiance? If it is an essential unal- 
terable right in nature, ingrafted into the British 
constitution as a fundamental law, and ever held sacred 
and irrevocable by iht: subjects within the realm, that 
what is a man's own is absohitety lus own ; and that 
no man hath a right to take it from him without 
his consent; may not the subjects of this province, 
with a decent finiiness, which has always *lisiinguishf-d 
the happy subjects of Britain^ plead and maintain this 
natural constitutional right? 

The superintending authority of his Majesty's high 
couii of parliamtint over the whole empire, in all cases 
wliich can consist with the fundamental rights of the 
constitution, was never questioned in this province^ 
nor, as this House conceive, in any other: but they 
intreat yuur Lordships rt-ftection one moment, on 
an act of parliament passed the last session ; and an- 
other in the fourth of his present Majesty's re^o; 
both imposing duties on his subjects in America, 
whidi as ihcy arc imposed with the sole and express 
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purpose of raising a revenue, are, in effect, taxes. The 
position, that taxation and representation arc inscpa- 
raL)lc\ 15 founded on th^ immut^bie laws of nature: 
but the Amcncdns had no representation in the par- 
liament, when tliey were taxed ; arc they not then 
unfortunate in these instances, in having that sepa- 
rated, which God and nature have jointed? Such are 
the local circumstances of the colonies, at the distance 
of a thousand Icagvies from the metropolis, and sepa- 
rated by a wide ocean, as will for ever render a just 
and equal representation in the supreme legislative, 
utterly impracticable Upon this consideration, it is 
conceived, that his Majesty's royal predecessors 
thought it equitable to form legislative bodies in 
America, as perfectly free as a subordination to the 
supreme legislative would admit of, that the inesti- 
mable H^hl of Iieing taxed only by represenlatives of 
their own free election, might be preserved and se- 
cured to their subjects here The Americans have 
ever Iw^cn considered by ih(" nation as subjects re- 
mote ; and succeeding kings, even to the present 
happy reign* and until these acts were made, have 
always directed their requisitions, to be laid before 
the representatives of their people in America, with 
which this province, and it is presumed, all tlie other 
colonie-% have wiLh tlic utmost chcarfulncss complied. 
Must it not thrn be grievous to subjects, who have in 
many repeated instances afforded the strongest marks 
o( loyalty and zeal for the honour and service of their 
sovereign, to be now called upon, in a manner, which 
implies a distrust of a free and willing compliance? 
Such is the misfortune of the colonifits, not only in the 
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instances before-mentioned, but also in the case of 
the act for preventing mutiny and desertion ; which 
requirrs the governor and council to provide enumer- 
ated articles for the King's marching troops, and the 
people to pay the expcncc- 

Tbis is a great change ; and in its nature delicate 
and important. Your Lordship will forni your own 
judgement of the wisdom of making such a change, 
without the most pressing reason, or an absolute ne- 
cessity. There can be no necessity, my Lord, as this 
House humbly conceive : the subjects in this province 
and undoubtedly in all the colonics, however they 
may have been otherwise rcpreserntcd to his Majesty's 
ministers, are loyal: they are firmly attached to the 
mother state: they always consider her interest and 
their own as inseparably interwoven, and tt is their 
fervent wisK that it may ever so remain : all they de- 
sire is, to be restored to the Btanding upon which they 
were originally put ; to have the honour and privilege 
of voluntarily contributing to the aid of their sover- 
eign, when required : they arc free subjects ; and it is 
hoped the nation will never consider them as in a 
tributary state. 

It is humbly submitted to your Lorckhip, whether 
subjects can be said to enjoy any degree of freedom, 
if the crown in addition to its undoubted authority 
of constituting governors, should be authorized to 
appoint such fitipends for them, as it shall judge 
proper, at tlieir expence, and without their consent. 
This is the unhappy state to which his Majesty's sub- 
jects in the colonies are reduced, by the act for grant- 
ing certain duties on paper, and other articles, K 
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power without ft check is always unsafe; and in some 
future time may introdace an absolute government 
into America. The judges of the land here do not 
hold their commissions during good behaviour: is it 
not then justly to be apprehended, that at 30 great a 
distance from the throne, the fountain of national 
justice, with salaries altogether independent of the 
people, an arbitraiy rule may take effect, which shall 
deprive a bench of justice of its glory, and the people 
of their security- 

When aquescion arises on the public administration, 
the nation will judge and determine in conformity to 
its political con^itittition : the great end of the British 
constitution is universal liberty ; and this House rests 
assured, that your Lordship's great interest in the 
national councils will always be engaged on the side 
of liberty and truth. 



TO DENNVS Dfi BCRDT. JANUARY 30, \-jtt%. 
[MS. I Samuel Adftnu l^pcn, v«l. i,, l.«nu LiLiujtJ 



H I am to acknowledge your faV of 17 June» inclos- 
^ ing the several Acts o( Parliam' passd in the last 
Se^ion relating to America. The Houae of Rejjre- 
sencatives have written you so fully, in which I have 
the good fortune to have my own private Sentiments 
so exactly cxprcssd, as to render it needless for luc 
to say any thing of thi^m in this Letter. The Hou£« 
have sent a humble petition to his Majesty, & Rep- 
resentations to his Ministers some of which it is 
hoped ere now have come into your hands, & others 
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will be soon transmitted to you, U may seem strange 
that these Addresses do not pass thro the Medium of 
the Governor of the Province; but it is my private 
Opinion that there is a Want of Confidence between 
the (jovernor & the House which will never be rc- 
moveti as long as this Gentleman is in the Chair. In 
shore the whole dependence seems to be altogether 
upon those Noblemen & others^ who have heretofore 
di^tinguishd themselves as the Guardians, under his 
Majesty, of the Rights of British American Subjects. 

Vou will observe that the House still insist upon 
that inestimable Right of being taxed only by Rep- 
resentatives of thdr own free Election; which they 
chink is infringed by the late Acts for establishir^ a 
Revenue in America. 

It is by no means to be understood thai they desire 
a Representation in Parliam*; because, by reason of 
local Circumstances it is impracticable that they 
should be equally & fairly represenEed : There is 
Nothing therefore which I apprehend the Colonys 
w^ more dread. 

The few Gentlemen in the House, who did not 
give their Votes declared this as a reason, that they 
feard, if the House should insist, that they could not 
legally be taxed because they were not represented in 
the Parliam', it wd be construed as if they w^ be con- 
tent to be represented: And I hope you will, as you 
have Opportunity, make it known to the Ministry, 
that the People here, as they always have done, will 
cheerfully afford their utmost Aid for the Honor & 
Service of their Sovereign & the Interest of the 
Mother State, to which they arc inviolably attachd. 
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All the/ desire \s to be placd on the standing, on 
which they were originally put, & to have the Honor 
& Privilege of vohmtarily contributing to the Service 
of his Majesty at all times when he shall be gracious- 
ly pleasd to order his requisitions to be laid bciorc 
their own Represeniatives, 

The House yesterday ' made you a Grant of ^600 
sterling (or two years' Services & the same Sum to 
Rich*^ Jackson Esq'^ for his services tor two years, 1 
have not the Honor of a Correspondence with that 
Gentleman, but I think il might not be amiss that he 
as well as you should be made acquainted that every 
member that spoke on these Grants exprevsd a high 
Sense of the Merit of both your & his Services : & I 
have no Reason but to think they spoke the Senti- 
ments of the whole House. Neither of your Ex- 
pence^ were considcrd, as it was thought improper 
till the House sh'' receive your several accounts. 

Your Acceptance of the inclosd pamphlets will 
oblige Sir 

Your most humble serv' 

*8v1icT, AgtrL tti iht provincd tn Icnctnti; Afnl 14, t?^?. ho vrit aathai- 
bcd, la Ihc 4vtDl of ibc ip«p«ci[y ol Jupcr MmdiiJI, li>rKci\« the fardi tt- 
dgned TO (he proTjncc by the Kinf ir tEi? gnni foE the nipport of uoa|a; 
ta 176^. 17^3, And 1744. rhc prnv^ce Tinturvr nu onloed [0 dKw «^iiiE 
botb MhuduJi And jAEkMn {to% » fojm <ti dr*l( iiacd* kc Atti ««^ fieitivfi 0/ 
MAimkuttlii. mX. \t.. p. J20} ; loi Fctiruirr \. 17G7. aIeci nrlLcr At^liwi {>ti 
ihfl matlvr. ihm HoBM rdiAri to ditmiu Jackton from Ih* ■|t«nf7. indan F«i«l 
nor [J tbo Got cfnor wrote lo ibc ilob*« UiaI Jukaon ihould h^ i>«jd if ^p 
mbHvi : oo Much av. 17(7, di« Bvcnury uf tbc province, batins beoi finT" . 
to 4««rifl tfw Mmiw. f«pnr(*d ihir ih< (;inv«fi£if bail iigned iH* rwololP'*'*^ 
akciing Jailiun. Oa Fibmhrr x. I7fr&, « comtnitlec reported <i> tkllfsd Ol 
tutauici^iliute f t<Lio», ikoU Ui« ucuufcr wai wJeitiJ Tu \Mf lilm i« i'^:^ k* 
MTvica r*vm JiimiTjr 34, cjft^, 10 >>bniuy 5, t7&7. Os *^ * 

juktH »» «pfMU(tft coDhsci (4 the UoAfd of Tmdc- - invariably 
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THE HOUSE OF RE PRESENT AT IVES OF MASSACHUSETTS TO 
TKK EAHL OF CMAVUAM.^ FEBkUAftV t, i76«.t 

[^nV Donummit, pp. ift?, IBS.) 

My Lard, 

The particular attention you were pleased to gi^-c 
to the interest of the American subjects when their 
rights were in danger, and your noble and successful 
efforts in support of tht^m^ have left in the breasts of 
all, the indelible marks of gratitude. The House of 
Representatives of this his Majesty's province, having 
reason to be assured, that in every instance of yonr 
public conduct, you are influenced by the principles 
of virtue and a disinterested public afTection. beg 
leave to manifest to your Lordship, a testimony of 
their full confidence in you, by imploring your repeat- 
ed aid and patronage at this time when the cloud 
again gathers thick over them. 

It must afford tlie utmost satisfaction to the dis- 
tressed colonists, to find your Lordship so explicitly 
declaring your sentiments in that grand principle in 
nature, "that what a man hath honestly acquired is 
absolutely and uncontroiilably his own." This prin- 
ciple is established as a fundamental rule in the Brit- 
ish constitution, which eminently hath its foundation 
in the laws of nature; and consequently it i» the 
indisputable right of all men, more especially of a 

^ ^^^'illiuD Fiti (T70B-177S). 5nt Htl ol Cbjifhnm ; member ol |nr|]jiin«t, 
■^3™, flMi«Urj of rt»l«, 17s* '. ■pp«lnud lufd privy Kd. July JO, 1766, Ahd 
rfl&wd ^*^^he pccrtgc . la ictinjueat, Miijr, 176;. until bii iQieti^Lun. Oulober, 
t7&8, C** CorrrsfifA^^if */ IVH/iAm Pit/. 4 rck. 

KepoiUU fr^ja t!w conniltce od tbe aUU of th* pr«iriiici«, iW ptugrftph 
bf piragripJi Avt .cieplftL 
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British subject, to be present in person, or by repre- 
sentation, in the body where he is taxe<]. 

But however fixed your Lordship and some others 
may be in this cardinal point, it is truly mortifying to 
many of hi5 Majesty's free and loyal subjects, that 
even in the British parliamen:, that sanctuary of 
liberty and justice, a different sentiment seems of late 
to have prevailed. 

Unwilling to intrude upon your attrntion to the 
great affairs of state, the House would only refer 
your Lordship to an act posted in the fourth year of 
the present reign, and another in the last session of 
parliament ; both imposing duties on the Americans, 
who were not represented, with the sole and express 
purpose of raising a revenue. What, my Lord, have 
the colonists done to forfeit the charactf^r and privi- 
lege of subjects, and to be reduced in effect to a 
tributary state ? This House may appeal to the 
nation, that the utmost aid of the people has been 
chearfully given when his Majesty required it : often, 
on their own motion, and when almost ready to suc- 
cumb under the cxpence of defending their own bor- 
ders, their zeal has carried them abroad for the honour 
of their sovereign, and the defence of his rights : of 
this, my Lord, not to mention any more, the reduc- 
tion of Louisburgh in the year 1745, and the defence 
of his Majesty's garrison at Annapolis, and of all 
Nova Scotia, wit) he standing monuments. Can 
there then be a necessity for so great a change, and 
in its nature so delicate and imporunt, that instead of 
having the honour of his Majesty's requisitions laid be- 
fore their representatives here, as has been invariably 
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the usage, the parliament should now tax ihem with- 
out ihcir consent? 

Tl»f? enemies of the colonists, for such they unfortu- 
nately have, may have represented thctn to his Maj- 
esty's mimsters. and the parliament, as factious^ 
undutifiit, disloyal : they, my Lord, arc equally the 
enemies of Britain : such is your extensive Icnowledjje 
of mankind, and the sentiments and disposition of the 
colonics in general, that this house would (rcely vcr* 
ture to rest the character of their constituents in your 
Lordship's judgment : surely it is no il! disposition in 
the loyal subjects of a patriot king, with a decency 
and firmness adaptc:d to their character, to assert ihcir 
freedom. 

The colonies, as this House humbly conceive, can- 
not be represented in the British parliament: their 
local circumstances, at the distance of a thousand 
leagues beyond the seas, forbid^ and will ever render 
it impracticable : this they apprehend, was the rea- 
son that his Majesty's royal predecessors saw fit 
to erect subordinate legislative bodies in America as 
perfectly free as the nature of things would admit, 
that their remotest subjects might enjoy that inesti- 
mable right, a representation. Such a legislative is 
constituted by the royal charter of this province In 
this charter, the King, for himself, his heirs and suc- 
cessors, grants to the inhabitants all tile lands and 
territories therein described, in free and common 
soccage ; as ample estate as the subjects can hold 
under the crown ; together with all the rights, lib- 
erties, privileges, and Immunities of his natural sub- 
jects born within the realm; of which the most 
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essentia! is a power invested in the general assembly 
lo levy proportionable and reasonable tuxe^ on ihe 
estates and persons of the inhabitants, for the service 
of his Majesty, and the necessary defence and support 
of his government of the province, and the protection 
and preservaiion of the inhabitants. But though ihcy 
wereoriginally.andalways, since their settlement, have 
been considered as subjects remote, they have ever 
cherishe^d a warm affection for the mothrr state, and 
a regard for the interest and happiness of their fellow 
subjects in Britain. If then the coloniesare charged 
with the moat distant thought of an independency, 
your Lordship may be assured, that, with respect to 
the people of this province, and it is presumed, of all 
the colonics, the charge is unjust. 

Nothing would have prevailed upon the House 
to have given your Lordship this trouble, but the 
necessity of a powerful advocate, when their liberty 
is in danger: such they have more than once found 
you to be; and as ihey humbly hope they have 
never forfeited your patronage, they Entreat that 
your great interest in the national councils may still 
be employed in their behalf, that they may be re- 
Stored to the standing of free subjects. 

That your Lordship may enjoy a firm state of 
health, and long be continued a great blessing to the 
nation and her colonies, is the ardent wish of this 
House. 
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Sit, 

The House of Rcpr^sratadvcs of tlm Pnnince 
have taken into their serious Corttideraciofi, the 
great diAcuhys that most accnte to themselves & 
their Coostituenu. by the operation of several acts 
of PaHiament imposing Duties Sl Taxes on the 
American Colooys. 

Aa it 15 a Subject in which every Colony is deeply 
iQtcfested thry have no reason to doubt bm your 
Asaembly \s deeply impressd with its Importance & 
that such constitutional measures wiU be come into 
as are proper. It seem^ to be necessar>', that all pos- 
sible Care should be taken, that the RepfesenCations 
of the several Assembly upon so delicate a ptnnt, 
should harmonue with each other: The House 
therefore hope that this letter wQl be candidly con- 
sidcrd in no other Light, than as exprcssii^ a Dis- 
position fretrly to communicate their mind to a St»ter 
Colony, upon a common Concern in the same man* 
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Tier as they would be glad to receive the Sentiments 
of your or any other House of Assembly on the Con- 
tinenL 

The House have humbly represented to the minis- 
try, their own Sentiments that His Majcstya high 
Court of Parliam<^nt is the supreme legislative Power 
over the whole Empire : That in all free States the 
ConBtitution is fixd; & as the supreme Legislative 
derives its Power & Authority from the Constitution, 
it cannot overleap ih^; Bounds of it without destroy- 
ing its own foundation : That the Constitution 
ascertains & limits both Sovereignty & alle^ance, 
St therefore, his Majestys American Subjects who 
acknowlege themselves bound by the Ties of Alle- 
giance, have an equitable Claim to the full cnjoym' 
of the fundanienlal Rjtesof the Hritish Constitution- 
That it is an eitscntial unalterable Right in nature, 
ingrafted into the British Constitution, as a funda- 
mental Law & ever held sacred & irrevocable by the 
Subjects within the Realm, that what a man has liort- 
escly acquird is absolutely his own, which he may 
freely give, but cannot be taken from him without 
his consent ; That the American Subjects may there- 
fore exclusis'c uf any Consideration of Charter 
Rights^ with a decent firmness adapted to the Char- 
acter of free met) & Subjects assert this natural and 
constitutional Right 

It is moreover their humble opinion, which they 
express with the greatest Deferrence to the Wisdom 
of the Parliamen: that the Acts made there impo^ 
ing Duties on the People of this province with 
the sole & express purpose of raising a Revenue, 
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Jtu& nodit naner afe 4if OjiUimD ifaai uicii' 

rCflBUDl bjT ttogr pUifliBtfy be JLj|llL!mitgC ill the PbT' 
|lniifc^ftt ^ xhst c£ wtO iomcr be isi|KiDtnfa)c that 
the)' shooU be cqmJky nyRBcated titers & com^ 
^aoDdj-natatal); bongsepsned by on Oreac ol a 
rii o u— d k^iics : and that bis Majcsn^ kcmti Vrt- 
flrrrTnn for this nsisoii vi^nr ^nciotttl}' ptcasl xo 
[omi a subordinair le^islatuTr bgc Aat tfaear tttfcjefftg 
n^ebi eajo>' the unalienable R^jtii of a Rj^nHon- 
IWL Also ihiu cun&idcn]^ tbc tmcr T nijffi^TV^***^**y 
of ibinr <nwr being fully & cqo^l}' I'qmnemed in 
p a rii a m '. & the ^rax Eiyenc^ that masi unavoidabljr 
anend even a paitial repreMntarion there. tlu& House 
tUak xhai a taxaxkn of ifaev Cooshucna^ even with- 
out thdr ConaenL grievous as ic k, amild be prefer- 
able to as; R^rcseataDaa that could be admitted 
for them there 

Upoa these pnndplcs^ & also con^em^ that were 
the ngfai b PaTliaTneat rvcr «d cfenx. yet. for obviooa 
wnmiii it ir^ be beyond the lule^ ot Eqmtjr thai then 
CoBftthients ^lould be taxed oc the mannfartgras o( 
Gnai Britain hrre, in Addition to the dnqrs thejr p^r 
for then in Ei^bnd. fr other Adwaumgu. aikii^ 
to G BrittiB from the Acts of tvadc. this Hooic have 
pff«f errd a huvbh: dotifvU & loml P«ciboa to 
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tions to his Majcstys Ministers, as they apprehended 
yj^ tend to obtain redress. 

They have also submitted lo Consideration wlietlicr 
any People can be said to enjoy any degree of Free- 
dom if the Crown in addition to its undoubted Au- 
thority of coi)stitutin(f n Guv\ should aUo appoint 
hin\ such a Stipend as it may judge prop&r with- 
out the Consent of the people & at their Ex- 
pence ; and whether while the Judges of the Land 
& other Civil officers hold not their Commission dur- 
ing good Behavior, their having salarys appointed 
for ihcm by the Crown independent of the people 
halh not a tendency to subvert ihe principles of 
Equity & endanger the Happiness & Security of the 
Subject. 

In addition lo thc^e measiirett tht^ Hoitr<e have 
wrote a Letter to their Agent, M' De Berdt^ the 
Sentiments of w*'' he is directed to lay before the 
ministry: wherein they take Notice of the hardships 
of the Act for preventing Mutiny & Desertion, 
which requires the Gov' & Council to provide enu- 
merated Articles for the Kings marching troops & 
the People to pay the Expenccs ; & also of ihe Com* 
mission of the Gen" appointed Commissioners of the 
Customs to reside in America, which authorizes them 
to make as many Appointments as they think 6t & 
to pay the Appointees what sum they please, for 
whose Mai Conduct they arc not accountable — from 
whence it may happen that officers of the Crown 
may be muUipIyd to such a degree as to become dan* 
gerous to the I/iberty of the people by Virtue of a 
Commission which doth not appear to this House Co 
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derive any such Advantages to Trade as many have 
been led lo expect. 

These are tJie Sentiments & proceedings of tliis 
House; & as they have too much reason to believe 
that the Enemys of the Colonys Have repres-enied 
them to his Majestys Ministers & the pari* as factious 
disloyal & having a disposition to make themselves 
independent of the Mother Country, they have taken 
occasion in the most humble terms to assure his Maj- 
esty & his ministers that with regard to the People 
of this province & as they doubt not of all the colo* 
nies the charge i** unjust. 

The house is fully satisfyd that your Assembly Is 
too generous and cnlargd in sentiment, to believe, 
that this Letter proceeds from an Ambition of tak- 
ing the Lead or dictating to the other Asscmblys : 
They freely submit their opinions 10 the Judgment 
of others, & shall take it kind in your house to p<>int 
out to thc?m any thing further which may be thought 
necessary. 

This House cannot conclude without expressing 
their firm Confidence in the King our common head 
& Father, that the united & dutifull Supplications of 
his distressd American Subjects will meet with his 
royal & favorable Acceptance.^ 



^ The ApficiiilSii «f Lhc ji>ij;nid ol ibe Uoua« for 17&B coQUin* the tou of 
tho fa]latt&n{ rtplies (0 fhia TeriEf : February as, P. Qlmtn. New Itimpihin; 
^r V< P<7lrjn Rjindelph, Virpiiu; Mh^ ^, Corlknd Skinrtet. Ncv Jcncj; 
Ittne If. ZdUvlcxi W«it, CcMiDCCtkiti; Jvuc 161 AlcxLiiJfir WjiIIt. Ocor^i^ 
Jiilj la, p. Mtnigmiili. South Cimlini; AugtuT £. MMcnlfe Buwler, Rfaodp 
tilanj. Prier DafHmffitt. p> t\%, eodtairu the rtp!y of Roljcri Ll^, Mwy- 
lud, Jbm 14. Cr. R, ProlbinghflTa. /tin 9/tht fCtpm^hi. pp. aiv-35<?> 
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THB House OF REPRESFNTATIVES OF V AS.S AC H U SETTS TO 

henev sevuour conwavj february ij, 17&m 

Sir, 

The Hoiigfi of Representatives of this his Maj- 
esty's province have still the sensible imprei^ions of 
gratitude upon their minds, for the signal and sue- 
cessful exertions you were pleased to malce for them 
when the liberties of the colonies were in danger. 
And although they do not fail immediately under 
your care in that departmenl, to which his Majesty 
has been graciously pleased to appoint you ; yet your 
known attachment to the rights of subjects, in their 
just extent, the constiutional authority of the su- 
preme legislative and the prerogative of the sover- 
eign, is a strong inducement to the House, when 
new grievances happen, to implore your repeated aid. 
Conscious of their own disposition, they rely upon 
that candour which is a distinguished mark of your 
character. And however they may have been repre- 
sented to his Majesty's ministers as undutiful, turbu- 
lent and factious, your sentiments are too generous, 
to impute the expressions of uneasiness under the 
operation of any particular acts of the British par- 
liament to a peevish or di*icontented habit, much 
less to ihe want of a due veneration for that august 
assembly. 

This House is at all times ready to recognize his 
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Majestys high court of parliament, the supreme 
Iqjislative power over the whole empire; Us super- 
intending authority, in all cases consistent with the 
rintlaniental rules of the con^titciLion, is as clearly 
admitted by his Majestj^'s subjects in this province 
as by those within the realm: since the constitution 
of the state, as it ought to be, is fixed ; it is humbly 
presumed, that the subjects, in every part of the em- 
pire, however remote, have an equitable claim to all 
the advantages of it. 

It is theglor)' of the British Prince, and the happi- 
ness of all his subjects, that their constitution hath 
its foundation in the immutable laws of nature: and 
as the supreme legislative as well as the supreme ex- 
eculive derives its authority from that constitution, 
it should seem that no laws can be made or executed, 
that arc repugnant to any essential law in nature. 
Hence a British subject is happily distinguished 
from the subjects of many other states, in a just and 
well grounded opinion of his own safety, which ls the 
perfection of political liberty. 

It is acknowledged to be an unalterable law in 
nature, that a man should have the free use and sole 
disposal of the fruit of his honest industry, subject to 
no controuL The equity of this principle seems to 
have been too obvious to be misunderstood by those 
who framed the constitution ; into which il is ingrafted 
as an established law. It is conceived that this prin- 
ciplr^ gave rise in eariy time to a representation in 
parliament ; where every individual in the realm has 
since been, and is still considered by acts of parlia- 
ment as present by himself, or by his representative 
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of his own free election : consequently, the aid af- 
forded there to the sovereign is not of the nature of 
a tribute, but the free and voluntary gift of alL 

The House submit to your consideration, whether 
his Majesty's subjects of this province, or any of them, 
can be considered as having been present in par- 
liament, when an act of the fourth of his present 
Majesty's reign, and another passed the last session, 
were made. If not, it seems to be conclusive, that, 
as those acts were made with the sole and express 
purpose of raising a revenue out of America, the sub- 
jects here arc in those instances unfortunately de- 
prived of the sole disposal of their propert>', and the 
honour and privilege of contributing to the aid of 
iheir sovereif^n by ix free and voluntary gift. 

The people of this province would by no means 
be inclined to petition the parl!am(?nt for a represen- 
tation. Separated from the mother-countrj' by a 
mighty ocean, and at the distance of three thousand 
miles, they apprehend it is, and ever will be, ut* 
lerly impracticable that they should be equally rep- 
resented there : they have always been considered by 
the nation as subjects remote : and his Majesty's 
royal predecessors were graciou-ily pleased to con- 
stitute by charier a subordinate legislative in the pro- 
vince, as it is conceived, with a view of preservings to 
their remote subjects the unalienable right of a repre* 
sentation. By this charter the lands therein de- 
scribed are granted to the inhabitants in free and 
common soccage : and the general assembly is in- 
vested with the power of imposing and levying pn> 
Ix>nionable and reasonable assessments, rates and 
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taxes, upon the estates and persons of the inhabit- 
ants, for his Majesty's service, in the necessar>" de- 
fence and support of his government of the province, 
and tlir protection and preservation of the inhabit* 
ants; and of ordaining and establishing all manner 
of wholesome and reasonable orders, laws, statutes 
and ordinances, directions and instructions, either 
with or without penalties, as they shall judge to be 
for the good and welfare of the province: and as a 
sufficient check upon this subordinate power, which 
secures its dcpendance on the supreme legislative, no 
law can be made repugnant to the laws of England ; 
and all laws that are made, are laid before his Maj* 
esty, who at any time during three years after, dift* 
annulls them at his royal pleasure. 

All that is desired by the people of this province, 
19^ that they may be restored to their original stand- 
ing : they may venture to appeal to the nation, that 
they have never failed to afford their utmost aid 
to his Majesty whenever he hath required it; and 
they may say it without vanity, that in many In- 
stances from their settlement, they have given strik< 
ing proofs of their zeal for the honour of their 
sovereign, and their affection for the mothenstate. 
M ust it not then be grievous lo free and loyal subjects, 
to be called upon in a manner which appears to them, 
to divest them of their freedom, and so far to impeach 
their loyalty as to Imply a mistrust of their chearful 
compliiince with his Majesty's royal requisitions. 

The House also beg leave to submit* whether the 
people can continue free, while the crown in addition 
to its uncontTD verted right of appointing a governor, 
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may appoint him such stipends as it shall judge fit, 
ai the expence of the people, and without their con- 
sent: and whether, while the judges of the land, at 
so great a distance from the throne, the fountain of 
justice, may be altogether independent on the people 
for their support, it may not probably happen, that 
in some future time, the principles of equity may be 
subverted evc?n on the bench of justice, and the peo- 
ple deprived of their happinesf^ and security. 

The House could add, that by restraints laid up<»t 
the American trade by acts of parliament, which 
operate equally to die advantage of Great*Dritain 
and the disadvantage of this and the other colonies, 
and the taxes which the inhabitants here eventually 
pay as the consurat^rs of the British manufactures, it 
should fie^m to be beyond all the rules of equity, that 
those additional burdens should be laid on them. 
But they would not trespa^ upon your time and 
attention to tlie great affairs of the nation. They 
beg your candid consideration of the unhappy circum- 
stances of the province, and hope, that your great 
interest in the national councils, so far as shall appear 
to you to be just, will be employed on their behalf. 



THE MOUMC OF R K f RE-HE NT ATI VES OF MASSACHUSETTS 

TO THE LORDS COMMIS.'HOKKRS OF THE TREASURY, 

FEBRUARY 17. 17^^ 

\Pfior Doevmtnti^ pp. lAft-i^i.] 

My Lords, 

The House of Representatives of this his Majesty's 
province beg leave to lay before your Lordships the 
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Hettoc it appcark that what b gatoed by the j afcject t 
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there can be no doubt, as this House coooeiTe: bat 
that if the cc^ooists were aJIoved to pordiase such 
ooRUDodities at fore^ markets* they aA^;ht have 
tbcm at a chfraprr niir : or. whi<h is the same thii^ to 
diera, the BriiLsh manufacturers vouM be o ecet dta ied 
to reduce their price- Thus also, with regard to the 
many ankles ol their produce, which the colonies 
are by act of Parliament restrained from seodi^ to 
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foreign ports : this occasioned a great plenty of 
American exports, and oftentimes a glut at the 
British markets, which always diminishes the price, 
and makes a loss; to the American, and an equal g^n 
to the subject in Hritain. This regulation, evidently 
deicigned in favour of those of his Majestys subjects 
inhabiting in Great Britain, the House is not at this 
time complaining of : bat they beg your Lordships 
consideration, whether, in addition to these burdens, 
it is not grievous totheircorsutuents, to be obliged to 
pay duties on British manufactures here: especially 
considering, that, as the consumers of those manu- 
factures, ihey pay a great proportion of the duties 
and taxes laid upon them in Briuin. It is computed 
by a late celebrated British writer, that the artificial 
value arising from these duties are not less than fifty 
per cent. Your Lordships will then form an estimate 
of the part that is paid annually upon the importation 
into America, which is generally allowed to be at 
least two miUions sterling. — So great are the ad- 
vantages arising yearly to Great Britain from ihe 
colonics, most of which, it is said, were settled, and 
have been maintained and defended, till within a 
very few years, solely at their own ex pence : this 
House can affirm for one province only. 

But the bearing an unequal share of the public 
burthens, though a real grievence, is of but small 
consideration, when compared with another, in the 
mentioning of which, the House begs your Lordship's 
indulgence The duties levied in America, by virtue 
of the aforementioned acts, were imposed with the 
sole and express purpose of raising a revenue ; and 
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are to be applied, in the first place, for making a ^| 
more certain and adequate provision for the charge 
of the administration of justices, and the support of 
civil government, in such colonies where it shall be 
found necessary ; and the residue is from time to time 
to be disposed of by Parilanient, towards defraying 
the necessary expences of defending, protecting, and 
securing the colonies. It is humbly submitted^ 
whether his Majesty's commons in Britain have not, 
by these acts, granted the property of thtiir feilowr 
subjects in America, without their consent in Parlia* 
ment. Your Lordships will allow, that it is an un- 
alterable rule in equity, that a man shall have the free 
use and the sole disposal of his property. This origi- 
nal principle, to the lasting honour of our British an- 
cestors, was in early time ingrafted into the British 
constitution, and is llie greatest security, as well 
as tlie brightest ornament of a British subject It 
adds to the real grandeur of the British monarch, 
whose happy subjects have an unshaken opinion of 
their own safety, which is the perfection of political ^1 
liberty; such a constitution shall in future ages be ^| 
admired, when the names of tyrants and their vassals 



tyrant 

yhall be alike forgot. This constitution, my Lords, 
Is fixed : it is from thence that all power in the staie 
derives its authority : therefore, no power can exceed 
the bounds of it without destroying its own founda- 
tion. It is conceived, thai even the remotest and most 
inconsiderable subject hath an equitable claim to the 
benefit of the fundamental rules of the constitution; 
for all British subjects are alike free. The blessings 
of the British constitution will for ever keep the sub^ 
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jects in this province united to the mother sute, as 
long as the sentiments of liberty are preserved : but 
what liberty can rcfnain to them, when llicir prop* 
erty, the fruit of their toil and industry, and the 
prop of all thetr future hopes in life, may be taken 
from them at the discretion of others? They have 
never been backward iti affording their aid to his 
Majesty, to the extent of their ability : they can say 
without vanity, and they may be allowed to boast, 
that from the days of their ancestors, no subjects 
have given more signal proofs of zeal for the service 
and honour of their sovereign, and affection for the 
parent country: It has til! of late been the invari- 
able usage for his Majesty's requisitions to be laid 
before their own representatives; and their aid has 
not been tributary, but the free and voluntary gift of 
all: the changer is in its nature delicate and import- 
ant ; your Lordships will judge whether there be any 
necessity or pressing reasons of it : the House are 
not insensible that the colonies have their enemies, 
who may have represented ihcm to his Majest/s 
ministers and the Parlianicnt as seditious, disloyal, 
and disposed to set up an independency on Great 
Britain ; but ihey rely it[Jo:i the candour of your Lord* 
ships judgment : they can afBrm, that with regard 
to chL» province, and, they presume, all the eotonies, 
the charge is injurious and unjust ; the superintending 
authority of his Majesty's high court of Parliament, 
the supreme legislative over the whole empire, is as 
clearly admitted here as in Britain; so far as is consist- 
ent with the fundamental rules of the constitution : and, 
it is presumed, it i& not further admissable there. 
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The House are humbly in opinion, that a repre- 
sentation of their constituents in that high court, by 
reason of local circumstances, will for ever be im- 
practicable : and that his Majesty's royal predecessors 
were graciously pleased, by charter, to erect a legis- 
Uicive in the province, as perfectly free as a subor- 
dination would admit, that the subjects here migfht 
CTijoy the unalienable right of a representation ; and 
further, that the nation hath ever since considered 
them as subjects, though remote, and conceded to 
the acts of the subordinate legislation. Their charter 
is a check upon them, and effectually secures their 
dependance on Great Britain ; for no acts can be in 
force till the King's governor gives his assent, ar>d 
all law?t that arc made arc laid before his Majesty, 
who at any time* during three years after ihey are 
made, may disannul them at his royal pleasure : under 
this check the House humbly conceive a rcpresenta* 
tion ifi Parliament cannot be necessary for the nation, 
and for many reasons it cannot be eligible to them: 
aU they desire is, to be placed on their original stand- 
ing, that they may still be h^tpjjy in the enjoyment of 
their invaluable privileges, and the nation may still 
reap the advantage of their growth and prosperity. 

The House intreat your Lordships patience one 
moment longer, while tliey just mention the dan;;er 
they apprehend to their liberties, if the crown, in 
addition to its u neon tro verted right of appointing a 
governor, should also appoint hitn ;* siii^ejid at the 
expcnce of the people, and without their consent 
And also, whether, as the judges and other civil 
of^ccr?^ of ilie |irovince do not hold commissions 
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duringf good behaviour, there is not a probability that 
arbitrary rul^ may in some lime take effect, to the 
subversion of tlie principles of equity ;tn(l justice, 
and the ruin of liberty nnd virtue. 

It i» humbly hoped, that your Lordships will con- 
ceive a favourable opinion of the people of the prov- 
ince; and that you will patronize their liberties, so 
far as in your great wisdom and candour you shall 
judge to be right. 



rermoN to the freeholders of tub town or 

BOS r ON ■ 

[L, C Dnpe. S$SGy m Autafrapkit Oiintitms. pp. 47. 4I : OUtttimt. 
SiBTe tlibioriCAl Soci«iy ol Wiu?c4»jn, vol, r, pi 40'-] 

Tc the Frc€'Mdcrs and ether Inhabitants of the t^nen 
of Boston^ in Annual '/own Metting asscfniied, 
March f^ik, fj68: 

The Memorial of Samuel Adams showcth : 
That your Memoralist was chosen by said Town 
in the year 1 764, a Collector of Taxes, — in which 
capacity he had before served the Town for nine 
years successively — and being duly sworn, had the 
Province. Town and County taxes, asse^^sed the same 
year, accordingly committed to him to collect; at 
the same lime he became bound to the Town Treas- 
urer, with suretys, in the penal sums of Five thous- 
and Pounds for the payment of the same into the 
respective Trcasurys. 

' Thii pttllloD wu " re«d 4fid Iir^fly J«bftl«d." ftn<l lh« ni««()ng T^tol 
*' lluc ibc ?r4]ra d( tbc relitiuci U crtnEcd, 4Qi IhitL a furihcf Time ol Siic 
Montlm be AlLoved htm fur CdlEDdfnif hSt Tuct, Acd lh»J the Tre4>erar bfl 
duvctcd Ea iUy ^ucution uaEiU lliat I'ime-*' !»«■ Ixlov, pip 331- 
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That with all possible diligence, and with his best 
discretion, he attended his duty : but was greatly re- 
tarded by means of the small pox, which then pre- 
vailed in the Town, and other obstructions : So (hat 
he was unable to make any great Progress, till a new 
year came on, when a new Tax was levied, on thcs^me 
Persons who remained indebted to him as aforesaid, 
which Tax was committed to another person to col- 
lect. That the Town cannot be unmindful of the 
difliciillies which the next year ensued, by Reason of 
the Stamp Act, and the Confusion consequent there- 
upon ; which in a great Measure interrupted the 
course of Business of every kind By all which there 
became a Burden of three years' taxes upon those 
Persons, many of them at least, who had not paid 
your Menioralist (or the said year 1764. 

That tht* Town, the last year, saw fit to direct their 
Treasurer to put the Bond afore'd in suit' ; which he 
accordingly did, and obtained a Judgment thereon: 
and altho' your Mcm'st has since been able to lessen 
the sum by Payments into the Treasury, yet there 
Still remains a large balance due» which your Treas- 
urer, il catied on, can ascertain. 

NfiW your Memoralist prays the Town to take the 
matter, with all its circumstances, into candid con- 
sideration, and grant him a further Time to collect 
his out-standing Debts, that he may be enabled 
thereby to complcat th(; Obligation of his Rood : Or 
Otherwise, that the Town will do that which to thein 
all shall seem good. 

With all due respect to the Town. 

■ ^Miam /ifi^d C^mmittiimert' Xff^'f. vol. m.^ pp^ 200, Krj. 
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ARTICLE SIGNED '*A PUKITAN." 
\B^Un Gauttt.^ April 4. '7680 

Messieurs Edes & Gti.L, 

While the generous Farmer has been employing 
his shining Talents, in awakning a ConllnfMit lo a 
sense of the Danger their civil Rights arc in from in- 
croaching power : While it is grown fashionable, for 
men of ingenuity and public spirit, with a noble ar- 
dour, to warn us against a lanif? submission to the 
iron rods; and libertv, liberty, is the Cry: I con- 
fess I am durpris'd to find, that so iitlle attention 
IS given to the danger we are in, of the utter loss 
of those rfli^ous Rigfits, the enjoyment of which 
our good forefathers had more especially in their in- 
tention, when they explored and settled this new 
world. 

To say the truth, I have from long observation 
been apprehensive, that what we have above every- 
thing else to fear, is popesv : And [ now bespeak 
the solemn atten:io"n ofnTy~Bfeloved Countrymen, tea 
course of Letters which I am preparing, and propose 
to publish in your paper upon the momentous and 
melancholly subject I expect to be treated with 
sneer and ridicule by those ^t/ut men who have 
come into our coyxvxKvf h spy cut our Libertus : and 
who arc restless to bring us \nU\Bondage, and can be 
succet^sful only when the people are in a sound sleep : 
from this consideration I hope my readers will not be 
oUcndcd, if I now, and then, cry aloud to them with 
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a great degree of warmth and pathos : This 1 shall 
most certainly do, whether they will hear or wficlher 
tlicy will forbear; for I c:tnhot evcn_ now think on 
the subject without fee1ing(rny zeal enkindle. I know 
full well that it is farthest from the imagination of 
some of our solid men and /forts Divines, whom I in- 
tend particularly to address on the occasion, that 
ever thisf«///A/ff*frfconlineni should become thea^r- 
skippers of ih€ Btasi : But who would have thought 
that the obliged and instnicled Israelites would so 
soon after they were delivered from the Eg^^ptian 
Tast-masUrs^ have fallen down before ^gelden Calf ! 
There Is a variety of ways in_whi(;h fofkry ^ the 
idolatry of christians, may be introduced into.Amcr^ 
ica ; which at prc!>ent I shall not so much as hint at, 
but shall point them out hereafter in their proper 
order. Yet, my dear countrymen — suffer me at this 
time, in the bowels of my compassion to warn you 
all, as you value your precious ctvU Liberty, and 
everything you can call dear to you, to be upon 
your guard against poferv. My fears of popery 
have induced mc to travel thro" this great continent 
as a spectator, to satisfy myself: And the more I 
know of the circumstances of America, I am sorry to 
say it, the more reason I find to be apprehensive of 
POf&RV, Bless mcl could our ancestors look out 
of their graves and sec so many of M^r> awn sons, 
deck'd with the worst of foreign Sttprrjfvifw. the 
Ornaments of the wMora of Babylon, how would It 
break their sacred Repose! But amidst my gloomy 
apprehensions, it is a consolation to mc to obscr\'C, 
that some of our Towns, maintain cheir integrity, 
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and show a laudable zeal against fopery. To do 
honor to those Towns as much a3 in my power, I in- 
tend to publish a List of them. And as I am not 
particularly attached to any Town in the province, 
but that which gave mc birth, I am dctcrmin'd that 
if any others shall be rous'd by my future Lucubra- 
tions to oppose i'OPEKV, as I trust and hope they 
will, they ishall have the same Notice taken of them 
in another Paper. Your'a 

A Puritan. 



ARTICLE SICMED "A PURITAN.- 

Messieurs Euts & Gill, 

As the love of fame operates more or less m every 
human breast. 1 must acknowledge I have had some 
feelings of it in my own mind, since you were so 
courteous as to publish to the world my last letter : 
I had a consciousness that 1 was influenced by no 
motives in writing it. but what appeared to mc to be 
jui^tifiuble tftiul praise-worthy ; and indeed I wa» un* 
der a aort of constraint to mention my fears; for I 
did verily believe, and 1 do so still, that much more 
to^ be dreaded from the growth, of. popkky ic 
merica, than from Stamp-Acts or any ot/ur AcU 
destructive of mens £ivi'I rights: Nay, I could not 
help fancying that the Stamp'Act itself was contrived 
with a design only to inure the people to the habit of 
contemplating them&elves as the slaves of men ; and 
the transition from thence to a subjection to Satan, is 
mighty rasy. 
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As soon as I received your paper, and had read 
my letter I look my horse and journeyed Eastward 
—to be SLfc not from any supersiiiious rotion I had 
of piiyin;:; homajiexo that quarter of the heavens, but 
purely to make a visit to a few old friends, whom I 
knew to be inspired with a zeal against fopert. 

In crossing the ferry, well known by the name of 
Charles, I lit of a well-dressM man, who observing an 
uncommon silence among the passengers, and being 
desirous, as I tho't to raise a littler innocent chat in a 
circle of folks, who in all likelihood will never meet 
again, he started a question^ Whether the river had 
its name in honor to the first or second Charles? a 
difference of sentiments immediately arose, perhaps 
rather to enliven the conversation, than from an ignor- 
ance of so simple a matter in any of the company: 
but the qurrstion was soon decided, or rather oversti, 
by one of the ferrymen, who with a certain warmth, 
puS in Ais oar, and said that it was not a groat's mat- 
ter which of thrm had the honor of it, for they were 
hotl\Paptsis^' and he wish'd such a trifling circum- 
seance asTt might seem to be, would not tend to 
bring in I'orERV some time or other on both sides 
the river, especially into that town whidi bears the 
same name, — 1_ bethought myself of my list of pro- 
testant towns, and recollected that Charlestown w»3 
^ne : Surely, tho't I, there can be no danger of 
Charlestown; and yet if there be anything in this 
man's shrewd observation, there is some reason to 
fear that Charlestown is not so much on its guard 
against fopi:rv as I imagined, I began to be in- 
quisitive with myself what could be the meaning of 
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this back-stroke of Mr, Ferryman ; and my great 
anxiety and impatience to know the worst of it, led 
me to whisper in his ear, when 1 paid him my ferriage, 
thai if he would step into the neighbouring tavern, 
1 had something of importance to say to him : No 
sooner were we seated, but I unburthened my mind 
to him — Honest friend, said I. what reason have you 
to fear the growth of rox^£KV in Charlestown ? ] 
should not have expected that any one would have 
represented Charlestown aft Papists — When I made 
use of the word represented, which was purely accU 
dental, and without any particular meaning in mc, I 
observed in his looks a certain promptitude to utter 
himself, which induced me to give way lo him— I 
find, said he, that your mind runs upon Representa- 
tives ; why truly the time of election draws near. 
Vou mistake me, friend, said I, my mind runs upon 
nothing but the danger of poperv. Very well, he 
reply'd, and arc we not to chusc sound Protestants 
for our Represcniatives. as we would avoid the dan- 
ger of poi-tRY ? — That's true, said I, you are very 
right ; but did ever a papist represent the town of 
Charlcstown ? No, no, said he, no, no, I have noth- 
ing u\ rliaigf on any of *>ur good gentlemen, as pa- 
pists ; chey come to our meeting every sabbaih ; and 
30 he went on to speak very handsomely, &c — But 
wh^t do^<>A» mean b^ Popery } said_hc : and before I 
had time even to attempt to answer a question of so 
great moment, he explained it himself, and with looks 
full of meaning, said^ that l^r)L was the w&rship^ 
pi'tt^ of graven ima^a^ That s^e very thing said 1. ^ 
but do any of our Representatives worship graven 
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imaj^tsF Here h<: vas called to his duty, and I had 
only time to tcll him, that I was upon a little excur- 
sion inro the country, to inquire of some friends 
about POPUKY— timt ilie hint he had jjivcn in the 
ferry-boat had shocked me greatly, and when I re- 
turned I should hope he would explain to me his 
mind more lully. 

I then pursued my journey to Mtdford^ where 1 
dined, and conversed upon the danger of popeky 
with a traveller from the western parts of this pro* 
vince, who alarmed me very much with a story he 
related, which I shall open to my readers in some of 
my future letters. — I communicated to him my de- 
fiign, and my list of protectant town^'^-he told me 
they were many of them very stanch, but that some 
of them he fcar'd were not so apprehensive of 
POFEKY as they should be; and patticularly men* 
tioned them, which I noted in my memorandum 
book, and so wc parted.^1 mounted my horse and 
proceeded lo. SaUm, which town I had heard, 
(wht^ther trut or not I cannot tell) had fonnerly 
been visited by a r^mish priest, who had used all hts 
arU and tricks to draw them from their adherence to 
the protestant cause ; and tt was said that he had in 
some measure prevailed, so that they began to won- 
der after the beast: But I have reason to believe 
that their eyes arc now open, and that they will 
soon convince the world, that thi^y have repented, 
and will do /ha'r first xvorks. — From MarbUfuad I 
started away for Haxftrkiil — a town once mark'd by 
the French and \Ti^\zx\ papists for ruin — There 1 scfr 
tied a correspondence with a very sensible and hoo- 
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est man, well spirited against popery, who assured 
me that some fears 1 ha<l siigge^teJ to him should 
be removed ; nnd that he would in les-^i than six 
weeks give me a convincing proof that the town of 
HaverhiU, at least a very great majority, were ene- 
mies to POPERY, or he should much wonder I in- 
tended to have travelled as far east as Ycrk. — This 
town I have a very great affection for, on account of 
the intimacy I once had with their late very vener- 
able and aged pastor, who wliile he lived was greatly 
instrumental in keeping out ropSRV there- The in- 
fluence of this good old puritan among his people, 
IfLSted m-iny ytrars aft^r his death ; and I am told 
that the most of them speak of him to this day with 
great reverence : Some, it is said, have lately set up 
the Imagt^ and havr been seen in public company 
with the crucijixts at their breasts; but I do not 
avouch for the truth of it, If it be a fact, I hope the 
town of York, which has always been remarkable 
for stanch puriinnrxm, will take the mast effectual 
method to discountenance such glaring appearances 
as PorERY. 

I shall at present give you no further account of 
this Journey, only that on my return to Charlestown 
I tarried there a night for the sake of further con- 
versation with the ferryman, from whom 1 received 
great light, but little comfort, — A few anecdotes 
worthy of notice I shall send you at another time 

Yours, 

A FURiTAN, 
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ARTICLE SIGNED "A PURITAN. 

Messieurs Edcs & Gill, 

Last evening, happening to be alone at my fireside 
for ihe we^iiher wus something colder than usual at ^H 
this season, 1 filled my pipe, and seriously ruminaced ^^ 
upon the momentous subject, which has of late so ^ 
much crtgag'd my thoughts and attention. 1 began ^H 
to enquire what might be the probable causes of ^ 
POPEKY in a land of so much light and knowledge 
as this; concluding that it would be in vain for mc 
to attempt to destroy the noxious weeds, while the 
seed which lay latent, would be continually springing 
up and incronsing. White I was deep m contempla- 
tion, and just rtpi:, AS I thuughu to d»?vi;lop iIun myS" 
Ury of iniquity, which I flatter myself I should have 
done to the satisfaction of my protestant readers at 
least, a person rapped suddenly at my door, and my 
servant introduced llie very man. the Travtlirr from 
the "v^sUm parts of this province, whom I had occa- 
sion to make mention of in my last letter. I was not a 
little picaii'd to see him, for I was in hopes he waa 
come to bring me some accounts of the state of prot* 
tstantism in those parts, which wou'd save me the 
trouble of an intended journey, and her^n 1 was not 
disappoint*^d ; he gave me several curious anecdotes, 
which will serve to enliven as well as to inform and 
instruct my Readers, when 1 shall publish my pro- 
posed course of letters — Whether this Traveller is 
an inhabitant of Hadiey^ or was only tran^ently there, 
CT m fiassiMHt, as the French say, is immaterial to the 
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Story I am going to relate. HadUy has m its neigh- 
bourhood NcrtkamptoH and Hatfield; the former a 
true h\\x<i prcUstafU Xo^ry, but for the other I cannot 
so Ijosittvrly answrr ; it may be it has often been m^h* 
rtprtstnt€d. Be that as it may, there happened to 
meet in this town of Hadf^y a couple of gentlemen of 
figure: the one from Nori/utmpion. the other from 
Haifiild : the one an open plain hearted honest and 
sensible man, the other artful and guarded ; and one 
who sccm'd to be so vcrj- cautious in expressing his 
sentiments that it could hardly be determln'd, with 
any certainty, what he m$aKi by what he said: This 
however may be charitably imputed to a certain 
diffidence, peculiar to some folk*;, rather than a de- 
sign of speaking in the way of double tnttndrt^ or in 
plain English, to be doubU i^ngu'd — A man who is 
daubU ioHgu'd. if he is not in his heart a friend to 
POFKRV, will be oftentimes speaking the language 
of the Beast, whether he is sensible to it or not — t 
know not how it is with the //<7/yf^/df gentleman ; but in 
his conversation he utter*d certain expressions, which 
seem'd at least too much to savor of popery ; and al- 
tho" the other, with his usual and laudable 2eal, endeav- 
ored to prevent the ill effects of it. in the mind of a 
Youtli who happened to be in the room, yet he wa-s fi^r 
from succeeding in his honest intention ; the young 
gentleman, tho' of Sir^tg natural power and a good 
education. sufTer'd himself to be so far led away that 
he even vcnlur'd afterwards in 'a ptt&lif^ company to 
harangue largely in favor of Images: to the astonish- 
ment of the Travdhr. who tlio' in another apartment, 

was l>oth an e^'e and t^ar witness, the doon Wing 
vac 1.^14- 
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wide open; and from him I had the account. The 
story may appear to luke warm protestants to be 
simple and unimportant: but my view in xelatirg it 
tj;. is only to show the necessity of prudence : IWc ought 
to be particularly cautious of what we say about 
pQptry before Youik: an Heathen has told us to 
"reverence Youth/ J This young gentleman, it is 
said, has well improved the advantages of his educa- 
tion. I hoptf \\\s good sense and learning, especially 
if he will submit 10 be directed by the Northampton 
gentleman, will be sufficient to restore him to a rigki 
way of tkmktng^ When this change shall take place, 
his natural abilities and acquircrd knowledge, with 
further improvements, the TV^ &rf//ry says, lav^ystnmgiy 
recommend him, as a candidate for a representative 
of ther town in whidi lie lives ; but it t* hoped tht^y 
will be qniie sure that he is wtU prineipitd, before 
, they entrust him with a place of so much consequence, 
^T- ai this iim€ is^^ciqlly. 

While I was entertaining, or I may rather say, was 
entertained by my honest guest, my servant bro't me 
a letter directed. To the Pnriian to be delivtred with 
sp€€ti, which I found upon unsealing it, was dated at 
Msndon^ in the county of Worcester; I read it, and 
folded it up, and having noted in my memorandum 
book, tht UtUr from AftnUan to (tc answered wtifi^Ht 
delay, I returned to the traveller, who, after repealed 
whifTs, striving to recover his pipe which he had 
almost lo»t occasioned as I afterwards perceived, by 
deep cogitation in my absence, he turnt^l upon me 
with a most significant look; Did you inom^ said 
^, thai VH hstd roPEs HtlLt.s m ike e^uniryt 
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The question was like a peal of thunder in my ear?. 
It gave mc as sudden a »liock as if I had been under 
the force of Ekitrkity. After recovering myself 
a little, the foptis bulls! said I, what can you 
mean ? Nothing more or less said he ; but don't be 
ovcr-frightcncd ; whatever tragical ideas you may 
enlertain, the storj^ ns I shall rcUtc it, wjl! end 
c<mtuaUy ; and to make it short, take it as follows : 
While I was in the town of HardwUk, said he, in my 
journey downwards — Here he was interrupteil by 
the cry of fire in the street, which hurried u* both 
out, and after tarrying to ftssist in extinguishing ic, 
which to be aurc at first threatened Desolation, in 
the crowd I missed the Traveller, and was in hopes 
of finding him at my house ; but I was disappointed, 
he had rcturn'd from the fire, but was gone again. 
He left however a Ddlct, in which he apologiz'd for 
hts suddrrn departure, and promis'd to renew his visit 
in a few days, and finish his story about the Popn 
Bulls; which it is very like will be worth notice in 
some future paper. Your s 

A PlTRITAN. 



P. S. I have heard* within this Day or two, that 
a certain Gentleman of weight, has taken umbrage at 
my last letter, thinking that a part of it was particu- 
larly pointed at him. Thus 1 have been told that it 
is no uncommon thing for persons under the ministry 
of B. pungent preacher, to fancj' that the Clergyman, 
to u^ their own expression, preaches al iktm. This 
must proceed, either from an unaccountable and un* 
reasonable /^^iT^f^/. or (rom a consciousness somewhat 
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like to that which Dmfid (eh, when Nfiikan said 
unto him, " Thou art the man.'' To prevent any 
suspicion of this kind for the future, which will be a 
greal discaiiragement to me in the prosecution of my 
intended work, 1 shall only say. ihat 1 an too much 
of a stranger to particular characters, to pretend to 
settle that of any one person in the province, from 
the highest to the lowest. And I appeal to all my 
courteous readers, except the gentleman aforesaid, 
whether anything said in my last letter, or even hint- 
ed at. could lead into a discrimination between «nc 
person and aiioLher, among those 1 mean who arc 
£€alous to prevent tlie worshipping of images in the 
land. If any arc wavering in these perHous times, 
their neighbours and others, who knew them i& ir s&, 
will form such opinions of them as they please, with- 
out being influenced one way or the other, by any- 
thing 1 have said, or shall say. and I may add, can 
say — If this gentleman is in such a state of mind, 
and let it be observed 1 do not say he is, I truly 
pity him. and shall take upon me to recommend to 
him 10 labor to get his doubts removed; for it is 
worth the serious consideration of a.ll that a ma n 
-^ who WAVERS, is but a step from a total Afoa TACV l 



TO DENNYS DE BERI>T. AFRIL so. 1766. 
[S. A. Wells. Samnf/ Jt^ama ditJ tAf Amrfitari flrvatutiim,'^ wd^ i. p. 135] 

Sir 

1 have sent you hy M' Kdward Church a passen- 
ger with Capt. Wilson the Journals of tlie House of 

'A niAiiibChpr wdfIe in ihrK voluinn. in Ihr DviCTOfr Cotlri^llOn.^ Lmiox 
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Representatives of the Last year; the letters &c 111 
the Appendix I hope you have rec'' ere now.* I 
think they contain the true sentiments 8: spirit of the 
most judicious & numerous part of this proi^ince. 
The manner & event of their reception in England 
is a matter of great expectation here. 1 wish Great 
Britain may not be deceived with regard to the Colo- 
nics to her own prejudice by the false^ very false rep- 
resentations of her & their enemies on this side the 
water. The vessel is now on the point of sailing, 
which prevents my writing my sentiments fully. M' 
Church id a gentleman of integrity & ingenuity. 
You may therefore rely on such intelligence as he 
may g^vc you of the circumstances of things here. 

I am in haste &c 



TO DBKNYSDB DERDT. 

(HSh, Lm ripen. Amcricaii rhJIa&ophJal Sod^t^. voL i. A limtlir ktEcr. 
in dnttr tomn, it in the Samuel Aduru ^'Hpcn^ L«nr» IJbmy.] 



By M' Edward Church a Passenger in Cajil Will- 
son who saild the 24'^ Lilt. I sent you the Joumalft 
of the Houfte of Representatives for the year past. 
There cannot be a better Evidence of the Modera- 
tion & good temper, with which y* Affairs of the last 
Session, (or the greater part of it, were conducted, 
than the Governors Speech to the two Houses, when 



' The Jloiue oJ Kq^rcvntaiivei. or Fcbrnuj Ji, dirccKd ttuu \ copy of the 
cipcvltr Ulter ^hiMiM be seol to Ue Bvtdt. 
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it ended. Th« House ol Representatives were con- 
stantly attentive to the late Acts of Parliament, & 
almost their whole time was employd in preparing a 
Petition to his Majesty & Letters to his Ministers 
&c. Ndthiiig extraordinary pA.ssd. between the Gov- 
ernor & the House, who seemd determind to carry 
on Business without giving his Exccllcnc>' the least 
U nea-sine.s*i that could possibly be avoided. As an 
Instance, they readily complyd with his Request (or 
a further Establishment lor Fort Pownal at the East- 
ward ; which 1 am satisfied was done rather to gratify 
the Governor at this JuncUire, than from an Ap]>n> 
hension of the real Necessity of it. His Excellency 
in the Speech above referrd to, complains, that the 
Lovers of Contention have sought an Occasion of 
reviving it> It is not difficult to find by the journals^ 
what gave occasion of Uneasiness in the latterpart of 
the Session. Had the Governor conccald from the 
Housc^ the Letter he had reccivd from Lord Shcl- 
burnc, which it docs not appear he was under any 
sort of Necessity of disclosing to them, all things 
would have gone on quietly; But when they found 
that his Lordship had passe! a Censure upon their 
Conduct, grounded upon Information he had reccivd, 
& probably as they thought, by his ExccUcncjs own 
Letters, it is not to be wonderd at, that they jadgd 
it necessary to take Measures to set their Conduct 
right in the Mind of a Nobleman of his Lordships 
Dignity Character and Rank in his Majcslys Service; 
especially as it appeard by the Letter that his Maj- 
esty himself had approvd of >■• Governors negativing 
some of the Gentlemen they bad elected as CounccI- 
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lors» as being done with due Deliberation 8c Judg- 
mc;nt The Steps which the House took were no 
other than commoD Sense as 1 apprehend would 
dictate to any private Gentleman in a similar Case. 
They ;irr^ piiblishd for the Work! to judge, if there 
was any Contention in the Matter, to whom the 
Blame ought to be imputed. It is observcabie that 
where there is a total Want of Confidence between a 
Governor & the People, which appears to me to be 
the Case in this Province at present, Suspicions of 
each other will often take place & operate to disturb 
the publfck Tranquility, and hinder the Affairs of his 
Majestys Government in the Province from beinjj 
carried on so prosperously as all good Men would 
wish for. How far the Jealousys of the House in 
the present Case of his Excellencys having misrep- 
resented them to his Majesty, as acting from un- 
worthy Views & Motives In their Election-s is to be 
justifyd by his Lordships Letter, diainlerested Per- 
sons will judge* Such kind of Jealousy has long 
been in the Minds of very many, if not the greater 
part of the People ; and I am perswaded that noth- 
ing will remove it from the minds of by far the 
greater part of those persons who constituted that 
House, but a Sight of his hxceilcncys Letters; or 
a Declaration from His Lordship, if he will con- 
descend to give it, to the contrary. That House has 
since been dissolvd, according to Custom, & a new 
one will be returnd this month ; I have no Reason to 
think that a Cordiality will c\'er subsist between the 
present Governor & the Representatives of the peo- 
ple: Harmony upon the Principles of Liberty & 
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Virtue is much to be deaired; but Prejudices have 
taken so deep Root that it is not to be expected: 
Which side soever is in fault, if the Prejudice be in- 
vincible, his Majcstj-s Government must be impeded, 
& both the Governor & the People must be un- 
happy. I now speak my mind with an unrescrvd 
fretjdom, & I hope with Candor & Impartialit)', & 
not indecently; for tho I can by no means say that { 
am captivated witli his ExccUencys AdmiTiistration. I 
should always rejoyce in his Prosperity ; & were he 
my Patron or Fathca-, my Regards for hi» Ease & 
Comfort as well as for the People woiikl induce me 
to MHsh for his Removal to another GovernmcnL 

The Board of Commissioners of the Customs here 
is extremely disgustfull to the people ; they arc neg- 
lected by Men of Forinne and Character & are viewd 
in general in no better a Light than the late Com- 
missioners of the Stamps ; They appear to be a use- 
less & very expensive set of officers, Sc the Arrival 
of their Appendages from time to time with lar^e 
Salarys, together with the many Officers of inferior 
Class, which thc>' have created, since they came hcrc» 
alarm the People with disagrcable Apprehension s. 
The Ideasof their being desiynd Co facilitate trade arc 
now altered : & they arc considcrd as the Regulators 
of a Revenue raistl out of the People without their 
Consent & therefore unconstitutional, & oppressive: 
Besicles it is apprehended that in a very little time 
they will have an Influence that will be justly for- 
midable. By appointing as many officers under them 
as they please, for whose Support it is said they may 
sink tlic whole Revenue, they may have it in their 
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power to form such a Connection as to make them- 
selves terrible to the Liberties of the People. There 
is an anxious Expectation of the Event of the Peti- 
tion & Letters sent home ; It is hoped by the most 
thinking & judicious here that the Revenue Acts 
will be repealtl and ihc Commissioner* n^callcd ; U 
this should not take place?, it is hard to say what may 
be the Consequence; While America enjoyd her 
Liberties, Great Britain rcapd the Profits of her 
Trade & had her warmest Affection ; But if her Lib- 
enics arc violated by the Mother Country, & her 
Trade rescinded, where is the Band of mutual 
Affection ! 

The Resolution of the Americans, which had its 
Rise in this Town, not to make use o( foreign super- 
Huttys, I perceive by the London Prints, is disrc- 
gaitled there as a mere Piiffj because upon Enquiry 
it was found that the Merchants had not stopd their 
Orders for such kind of Articles, & there have been 
the usual Exportations to America this Spring. But 
1 wish that this Matter was considerd with a little 
more Attention ; for attho it is very probable that 
many Persons may break through their Agreement, 
yet there is no Doubt in my mind but such numbers 
will adhere to it, as must affect the British Manufac- 
turers. There is certainly such a Disposition among 
the People to furnish themselves with the American 
Manufactures as never was known before; & there 
have been late Instances of the Manufacture of a 
Variety of Articles much beyond Expectation* It is 
well known what large QuanLitys of the British Man- 
ufacturer are annually consumd in America- Could 
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Great Britam endure a total Stop o( this Consump- 
tion ! or What part of it would ^he be willing should 
be ftivcd ? Will not the making of one Peice of 
Woolen Cloth encourage the making of Another? 
And if this Spirit of manufacturing is excited by Re- 
sentment as some of your Writers alledge, is it natural 
to suppose it will slop short of the utmost Possibility ? 
Can any Man in England or America ascertain the 
Bounds? Will it not aBect the Mother Country in 
proportion to the Extent of it ? — But there is another 
Consideration of great Weight; Let the Importa* 
lions from Britain be ever so largc» the Trade of 
Amerriea is ho emharr;t.sMl & burthend, that it will 
not afford the People the Ability of wearing fine 
Cloaths, and paying for them, so that in the Course 
of things the Importations must cease thro Necessity. 
I pi"ay God, tlial those who conduct the Affairs of 
the Nation may be cndowd with true Wisdom^that 
alt measures destructive to the common Interest may 
be reservdj that Fomentors of Division on both 
sides the Atlantick may be detected & punishd. that 
Great Britain & the Colonys may thorowly under- 
stand their mutual Interest & Dependence, that Har- 
mony may be cultivated between ihem, & that they 
may long flourish in one undivided Empire, 
I am with great Regard 
Sir 

Your most humble Servant 



Thc bearer of this Letter, M' John Jeffries is a 
young Gentleman of a Liberal Education, & of a good 
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family here. He is the Son of M' David Jeffries* 
a Gentleman highly eslccmd by good Men ; whose 
'anxiety for his only Son leads him to seek the Occa- 
sional Advice of Men of Religion Age & Experience 
in London, where he will be a Stranger, To gratify 
the Talheis request 1 mention him 10 you in particu- 
lar. As I am inflitencd by motive^^ of friendship to 
one. soUicilous For his Sons sptriiual as well as tem- 
poral Interest, I hope you will excuse the freedom 
taken by Your humble Serv' 



THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VRS OF MASSACHUSETTS TO 
LORD UILL£BOROUGH.> JUNE 30, 176*.* 

July ia. ijfifl.] 

My Lord, 

His Excellency the Governor of this province, has 
been pleased to communicate :o the House of Repre- 
sentative-;, extracts of a letter he had received from 

'Willi Hill (1711^179}). Ant rou^ii ni Oovnthir* ; lOfniber of pwli*- 
Oivntt I74l'l70; rfiltol lo (he pe*rfl|f« u lx>rd lIuwlcK, I'it; appoEnTcd 
ptmi^^m of Ehe UHnl ol ln6v and Korvlj^ l1iniarloni» ?^ept«iiiht!T lO, i;C3 : 
■ad, Jul^t <7&S I bdJ the Mine oftit* iGtm for t f et* tnonihi \n 17AC; 
nntci wuctarr uf iUitc ttt (lie cijiujiiea and ■!» {rrckLdcut of Lhc Duatil oi 
TntXt, Jvnimry to. tJfA; rrMgnnX both ofBa* In Aagmit, 1773, bf1n|£ »&• 
tfHdtcL b]r Lard Dirlmauth. 

* Jgho ELior. wliou CDrr»pondn(- wtETUrr of (be ManKbui^tEt l[i«lQttc«J 
Ssdtfty had ^poriunitji lot accnratf tnfonnarion. vrrotc ai 10 Ailaiai'a cuttior* 
tUpof ibifc Utters "Uu 4nll vv Mocpud by Iho bcnue of reprhCDUcivM. 
aail. wLlliEjuE any ilIcnLiuiM. hcnl Cif Ihat aubUouti ; . . /' ffit/grt/^Aieut 
thinnary, BcAlnn» iRog. p, ■]. Sri> jihnvr, pafi* IJS. nnl« t, 

Thu l*it#r wu r4p«ntd lo (h« HouEt Jvn* jo. waa t««d iwii* and ac?*p1ad 
br a vote of q> to 17, 1 1 "vai ilLaltni^lj nad tvlh« rnvmbcn Krtnl time*.'* 
/Vftir Doet/m^mtj. p. sofi^ Tbe nui ul 4' (tie HmK vu IH wfuat. by A 
V9ia 0I 9a lo 17, to nodad Ibc ic»i>Iul»«t witb rcf«fvn« to Ibc Ctndaf 
Lvieer of FcLiriury 11. 17U. 
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your Lortlship, dated Whitehall, 22d of Apnl, t 76^ ; 
wherein it is declared to be the roya] pleasure, that he 
should require of them, in his Majesty s naiiic^ to re* 
scind the resoliitior, which gave birth to a circular 
letter from the Speaker of the last House, and to de* 
clarc their disapprobation of, and dissent to, that rash 
and hasty proceeding. 

The H oust: are humbly of opinion, that a requisition 
from the throne, of this nature, to a British House of 
Commons, has been very unusual : perhaps there has 
been n« such precedent since the revolution. If this 
be the case, some vt:ry aggravated representations of 
this measure, must have been made to his Majesty, to 
induce him to require of this House, to rescind a res- 
olution of a former House, upon pain of forfeiting 
their exisicncen For, my Lord, the Houtse of Repre- 
sentatives, duly elected, arc constituted by the royal 
cliarter, the representative body of his Majesty's faitli- 
ful commons of this province, in the General Assem* 
bly. Your Lordship is pleased to say, that his 
Majesty considers this step *" as evidently tending to 
create unwarrantable combinations, and to excite an 
unjustifiable opposition to the constitutional authority 
of Parliament" The House, therefore, thought it 
ihcir indispensable duly, immediately to revise the 
letter referred to ; and carefully to recollect as far as 
they were able, the sentiments which prevailed in the 
House, to induce them to revert to, and resolve on 
tht? measurc- 

It may be necessary to observe, that the people in 
this province have attended, with a deep concern, to 
the several acts of thc! Dritish Parliament, which im- 
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pose duties and taxes on the colonies ; not for the 
purpose of regulating the trade, but with the sole in- 
tention of raising a revenue. This concern, my Lord, 
so far from being limited within the circle of a few in- 
considerate persons, is become universal. The most 
respectable (or fortune, rank and station, as well as 
probity and understanding, in the province, with very 
few exceptions, are alarmed with apprehensions of 
the fatal consequences of a power exercised in any 
one part of the British empire, to command and ap- 
ply the property of their fellow subjects at discretion. 
This consideration prevailed on the last House of 
Representatives, to resolve on a humble, dutiful, and 
loyal petition Co the King, the common head and 
father of all his people, for his gracious interposition, 
in favor of his subjects of ibis province. If your 
Lordship, whom his Majesty has honored with the 
American department, has been instrumental in pre- 
senting a petition, so interesting to llie well being of 
his loyal subjects here, this House beg leave to nuke 
their most grateful acknowledgements, and to implore 
your continued aid and patronage. 

Ah all his Majesty's North American subjects arc 
alike affected by these parliamentary revenue aces, the 
former House very justly supposed, that each of the 
Assemblies on the coniircnt, would lake such meth- 
ods of obtaining redres^t, as *ihoiilcl be thought by 
them respectively, to be regular and proper. And 
being desirous, that the several applications should 
harmonize with each other, they resolved on tlicir cir- 
cular letter ; wherein their only view seems lo he, to 
advertise their sister colonics of the measures ikcy 
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had taken upon a tommon and important concern, 
without once calling upon them to adopt those meas- 
ures, or any other. 

Your Lordship, surely, wilt not think it a crime in 
that House, to have taken a step, which was per- 
fectly cons]st<;nt with the constitution ; and had a nat* 
ural tendency to compose the minds of his Majesty's 
subjecis of this and his other colonies, until, in his 
royal clemency, he should afford them relief, at a time, 
when it seemed to be the evident design of a party, 
to prevent calm, deliberate, rational and constitu- 
tional measures from being pursued ; or to stop the 
distresses of the i>cople from rebelling \\\% Majesty's 
ear, 'a\\\\ coii sequent! y lo precipilat«f them into a slate 
of desperation, and melancholy extremity. Thus, my 
Lord, it appears to this House ; and your Lordship 
will impartially judge, whether a representation of it 
to his Majesty as a measure "of an inflammatory 
nature " — as a step evidently tending " to create un- 
warrantable combinations," and, " to excite an unjus- 
tifiable opposition to the constitutional authority of 
the Parliament," be not injurious to the representa- 
tives of this people, and an affront to his Majesty 
himself. 

An attempt, my Lord, to impress your royal mindj 
with a jealousy of his faithful subjects, for which there 
arc no just grounds, is a crime of the most malignant 
nature ; as it tends :o disturb and destroy that mutual 
confidence between the Prince and the subjects, 
which is the only true basis of public happiness and 
security; your Lordship, upon inquiry, may find that 
such base and wicked attempts have been made. 
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It is an inexpressible grief to tlie people of this 
province, to find repeated censures fallin^^ upon 
them, not from ministers of state alone, but from maj- 
esty itself, grounded on letters and accusations from 
the Governor, a sight of which, though repeatedly 
rcqu<:sted of his Excellency, is refused. There is no 
evil of this life, which they so sensibly feci as the 
displeasure of their Sovereign. It is a punishment 
which they are assured, his Majesty would never in* 
f]ict, but upon a representation of the justice of it, 
from his servants, whom he confides in. Your Lord- 
ship will allow the House to appeal to your own 
candor, upon the ghcvou3 hardship of their being 
made to sijffcr so severe a misfortune, without ever 
Iwing called to answer for themselves, or even made 
acquainted with the matters of charge alleged against 
them: A right, which, by the common rules of so- 
ciety, foundett in the eternal laws of reason and 
equity, they are justly entitled to. The House is 
not willing to trespass upon your patience They 
could recite numbers of instances, since Governor 
Bernard has been honored by his Majesty, to preside 
over this province, of their sufEcring the King's dis- 
pleasure, through the instni mentality of the Govc^ 
nor, intimated by the Secretary of State, without the 
least previous notice, that they had ever deviated 
from the path of their duty. This, they humbly con- 
ceive, is just matter of compI;<inl, jmd it may serve to 
convince your Lordship, that his Excellency has not 
that tender feeling for his Majesty's subjects, which is 
characteristic of a good Governor, and of which the 
Sovereign affords an illustrious example. 
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vote or order shall be reconsidered at any time, unless 
the House be as full, as when »uch vote or order was 
passrd : the number in tlie House was calletl for, and 
it appearing that eighty-two members were preHcnt, 
the question was put, and passed in the affirmative, 
by a large majority; and by an immediately subse- 
quent resolve, the first vote was ordered to be erased- 
The same day, Che resolution which ^ave birth to the 
circular letter, took place, a question being regularly 
moved and fairly debated, whether ihe House v^t>uU) 
appoint a committee to prepare a tetter^ to be sent to 
each of the Houses of Representatives and Burgesses 
on the continent^ to inform them of the measures 
which this House has taken, with regard to the diffi- 
culties arising from the acts of Parliament for levying 
duties and taxes on the American colonics, and re- 
port to the House, which passed in the affirmative; 
and a committee was appointed accordingly. This 
committee, after dt^liberating a week, reported the 
letter, which was read in the House, and acc(»pt»*d, 
almost unanimously; and fair copies of the same 
were ordered to be taken, for the Speaker to sign, and 
forward as soon as might be. And this day, there 
were eighiy-three members in the House. 

The day following,* an order passed, that a fair copy 
of the letter be transmitted to Dennis De Derdt, Esq, 
in London. The design of which was, that he might be 
able 10 produce it, as necessity might require, to pre- 
vent any misrepresentation of its true spirit and design. 

On Saturday, the 13th of February, in ortler ihat 
that no p ossible occasion might be taken by the Gov- 
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before you. the several resolutions relating to these 
matters, as tlicy stand recorded. 

The House having finished their petition to the 
King, and their letters to divers of his Majesty's 
ministers; a motion was regularly made on the 3isC 
of Jsntiary,^ which was the middle of the session, and 
a resolution was then taken, to appoint a lime to con- 
sider the expediency of writing to the Assemblies of 
the other colonies on this continent, with respect to 
the importance of their joining with them, in petition- 
ing his Majesty at this time. Accordingly, on the 
day assigned, there being eighty-two members pres- 
ent, a number always allowed (o be sufltcient to make 
a full House, the question was debated; in conse- 
quence of which, a motion took place, that letters be 
wrote to the several Assemblies of the provinces and 
colonies on the continent, acquainting them» that the 
House had taken into consideration, the difficulties 
to which they are, and must be reduced, by the opera- 
tion of the late acts of Parliament, for levying duties 
and taxes on the colonies; and have resolved on 
a humble, dutiful and loyal petition Co hb Majesty, 
for redress ; and also upon proper representations to 
his Majesty's ministers on the subject. And to de- 
sire, that they would severally take such constitu- 
tional measures thereupon, a^^ they should judge most 
proper. And the question upon the motion, passed 
in the negative- On Thursday, the 4th of February, 
it was moved in the House, that the foregoing ques- 
tion be considered, so far as to leave it at large ; and 
conformable to a standing rule of the House, that no 
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vote or order shall be reconsidered at any time, unless 
the House be as full, as when such voir or order was 
pa?»sed; the number in the House was called for, and 
it appeanng that eighty-two members were present, 
the question was put, and passed in the affirmative^ 
by ;; large majority; and by an immedialely Hubae- 
quenc resolve, the first vote was ordered to be erased. 
The same day, the resolution which gave birth to the 
circular letter, took place, a question being regularly 
moved and fairly debated, whether the House would 
appoint a committee to prepare a letter, to be sent to 
each of the Houses of Rcprcsc:ntativcsand Burgesses 
oil tht! continent, to inform them of the measure*; 
which this House has taken, with rcjjard to the dtfR- 
cultiea arising froni the acts of Parliament for lev>ing 
duiie?4 and taxes on the Ameiican colonies, and re* 
port to the House, which passed in tlie affirmative; 
and a committee was appointed accordingly. This 
committee, after deliberating a week, reported the 
letter, which was read in the House, and accepted, 
almost unanimously; and fair copies of the same 
were ordered to be taken, for the Speaker to sign, and 
fon^-artl as soon as might l>c. And this day, tliere 
were eighty-three members in ihe House, 

The day following/an order passed, that a fair copy 
of the letter be transmitted to Dennis De Berdt, Eaq, 
tn London. Thedesignof which was, that he might be 
able to produce it, as necessity might require, to pre- 
vent any misrepresentation of its true spirit and design. 

On Saturday, the 13th of February, in order that 

that no possible occasion might be taken by the Gov- 

* Pfbmirf IV, 1769, 



IjCfi] 



SAMUEL ABAMS. 



"7 




cmor. to think, that the debates and resolutions were 
designed to be kept a secret from his Excellency, the 
House came to the following resoliition, viz. : Whereas 
this House hath direcrtcd, that a letter be sent to the 
sevcra] Houses of Rcprcsent/itivcs and Burgrjisrs of 
the British colonics on the continent, setting forth 
the sentiments of this House, with regard to the 
great difficulties that must accrue by the operation of 
(livers acts of Parliatneiit, for levying duties and taxes 
on the colonies, with the ^e and express purpose of 
raising a revenue; and their proceedings thereon^ in 
a humble, dutiful, and loyal petition to the King^ and 
such rcpre^ntations to his Majesty'^ ministers, as 
they apprehend, may have a tendency to obtain re* 
dress : And whereas it is the opinion of this House, 
liiat all effectual methods should be taken, to culti* 
vate har[nony between the several branches of this 
governmenl, as being necessary to promote the pros- 
perily of \m Majesty s government in this province; 
Resolved, Th;it a committee wait on his Excellency 
the Governor, and acquaint him, that a copy of die 
letter aforesaid, will be laid before him, as soon as it 
can be drafted ; as well as of all the proceedings of 
this House, relative to said afTair, if he shall desire it. 
And a committee was appointed, who waited on hi^ 
Excellency accordingly. On Monday following, the 
House resolve<l or the esiablishment already men* 
tioned, which is observed, only to shew your Lord- 
ship, that there was, at this time, no disposition in the 
House, "to revive unhappy divisions and distrac- 
tions, so prejudicial to the true interest of Great 
Briiain and the colonies." 
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Th« Hoiffie beg leave to apningize to your Lord- 
ship, for the trouble pven you in so particular a nar- 
ration of facts ; which they thought neccasarj'to satisfy 
your Lordship, that the rpsolution of the last House, 
referred to by your Lordship, was not an unfair pro- 
ceeding, procured by surprise in a thin House, as his 
Majesty has been informed; but the declared sense 
of a large majorliy, when the House was ftjil : That 
the Governor of the province was made fully ao- 
quainted with the measure; and never signified his 
dTNa[ipnjl>ation of it to ihc Housp, which it is pre- 
sumed, ht; would have done, in duty to hift Majesty, if 
be had thought it was of evil tendency: And, there- 
fore, chat the House had abundant reason to be con- 
firmed in their own opinion of the measure, as being 
the production of moderation and prudence. And the 
House humbly rely on the royal cletncncy, that to 
petition his Majesty will not be deemed by him to be 
inconsistent with a respect to the British cronfttttution, 
as settled at the revolution, by William the Third : 
That to acquaint their (cilow subjects, involved in 
the same distress, of their having done so. In full 
hopes of success^ even if they had invited the union 
of all America in one joint supplication, would not be 
discountenanced by our gracious Sovereign, as a 
measure of an inflammatory nature: That when 
your Lordship shall, in justice, lay a true statement 
of these matters before his Majesty, he will no longer 
consider them as tending to create un\v;irriiTUablc 
combinations, or excite an unjustifiable opposition to 
the constitutional authority of the Parliament : That 
he will then clearly discern, who are of that desperate 
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itnn, wJticii 15 continually tlistiirhiag the public 
tnLnquUiiy; and, that while his arm is extended for 
the protection of his distressed and injured subjects, he 
will frown upon all those-, who, to gratify their own 
passions, have dared even to attempt to deceive hira ! 
The House of Representatives of this province, 
have more than once, during the administration of 
Governor nernard, been under a necessity of intrcat- 
ing his Majesty's ministers to suspend their funher 
judgment upon such representations of the temper of 
the people, and ihe conduct of the Assembly, as ihcy 
were able to make appear to be injurious. The ^inc 
indulgence, this House now beg of your Lordship; 
and beseech your Lordship to patronize them so far, 
as to make a favorable representation of their con- 
duct to the King our Sovereign ; it being the highest 
ambition of this House, and the people whom they 
represent, to stand before his Majesty in their just 
character, of affectiunate and loyal subjects. 



THH HOUSR OF REPKESENTATIVF^ OF MASSACHUSKTTS 
TO THE COVERNOk. JUNE 30, 1768.^ 

[MatMfAujtitt SUft Pup€Ti, pp. 147*lt0.1 

May ii pUase your Excellency, 

The House of Representatives of this his Majesty's 
ancient and loya! province of the Massachusetts Bay, 

' Od June 3id Adauu vu ■ppoEnld oae «f the cooirQiltn vbich ua Jude 
3Ulh r«poTied tbU letier. Tho report vm Aloptnt immer!iif«|j xX\^ ihe tMc 
ot Ihft Ifoutc rt4ufttb£ t« MK«mt (he timJ*r lericr of Fvbruary iilk. The 
General C<jEitl vu pior«£ucrJ on Ihcild^r lUt Bcn>KS V4t inil tvUic Gorcnioi, 
The tnt UpriniB] \xi thr Joarntl of ibfl !{«>«. pp, ^r-^. H«# W. V. W«1U. 
idft »f Samttfi Adamt^ voL 1^, p- I96. 
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have, with the greatest deliberation, considered your 
messages of the 213C and 24th instant, with the sev- 
eral extracts (rom the letter of the right honorable 
thr Earl of Hlllshorovigb, his Majesty's principal 
Secretary of State for North American affairg, dated 
the 23d of April last, which your Excellency Itas 
thought fit to commiinLcate. Wr have also received 
tlie wrilien answer which your Excellency was pleased 
to give the committee of this House, directed to wait 
on you the igth Instant, with a message, humbly re- 
questing a recess, that the members might be favored 
with an opportunicj' to consult their constituents, at 
this important crisis, when a direct and peremptory' 
requisition is made, r>f a new and strange con^ruc- 
lure, and so streniiou^Iy urged, vir, that we should 
immediately rescind the resolution of the lar.t House, 
to transmit circular letter* lo the other UritiAh colo- 
nics on the continent of North America, barely inti- 
mating a desire that they would join in similar dutiful 
and loyal petitions to our most gracious Sovereign. 
for the redress of the grievances occasioned by sun- 
dry late acts of Parliament, calculated for the sole 
purpose of raising a revenue in America. 

We have most diligently revised, not only the said 
resolution, but also the circular letter, wrilien and 
sent in consequence thereof; and after all, they both 
appear to us to be conceived in terms not only pru* 
dent and moderate in ihemseWes, but respectful to 
that truly august body, the Parliament of Great 
Britain, and very dutiful and loyal in regard to his 
Majesty's sacred person, crown and dignity; of all 
which, we enif^ruin sentiments of the highest rever* 
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ence and most ardent affection ; and should we ever 
depart from these sentiments, we should stand self 
condemned as unworthy the name of British subjects. 
descended from British ancestors, intimately allied 
and connected in interest and inclination with our 
fellow subjects, the commons of Great Britain. We 
cannot but expr<rs5 our deep concern, that a measure 
of the late House, in all respects so innocent, in most, 
so virtuous and laudable, and as we conceive, so truly 
patriotic, should have beer represented to adminis- 
tration in the odious lig'^^ of a party and factious 
measure, and that pLf;hed through by reverting^ in a 
thin House to, and reconsidering, what in a full as- 
sembly, had been rejected. It was, and is a matter 
of notoriety, that more than eighty members were 
present at the reconsideration of the vote against 
application to the other colonics. The vote for re- 
consideration was obtained by a large majority. It 
is, or ought to be well known, that the presence of 
cight>* members makes a full Hojse, tht^ number 
being ju?4t double that, by the royal charter of the 
province, required to constitute the third branch of 
our Colony Legislature, Your Excellency might have 
been very easily infomed. if you was not, that the 
measures of the late Hou^ie, in regard to sundrj' acts 
of the late Parliament, for the sole purpose of raising 
a North American revenue, were generally carried by 
three to 4>ne ; 'av\<\ we d^re appeal lo your Rxtellency 
for the truth of tliis assertion, namely, that there 
were many persons in the majo^it)^ in all views, as 
respectable as the very best of the minority ; that so 
far from any sinister views, were the committee of 
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the late Hou^. appointed and directed Co take into 
tlieir most serious consideration, the then present 
sL'jle of the province, from going into any rash or 
precipitate measures, thai chey, for fiome days, actu- 
ally delayed their first report, which was a letter to 
Mr Agent Dc Berdt, on this candid and generous 
principle, thai those who were reasonably presup- 
posed to be most warmly attached to all your Excel- 
lency's measures, especially those for furthering, and, 
by all mc^ani;, enforcing the acts for levying the North 
American revenue, might be present, and a more 
equal contest ensue. It would be incredible, should 
any one assert that your Excellency wanted a true 
information of all these things, which were not done, 
or desired to be hid in a corner, but were notoriously 
transacted in the open light, at noon day. It is. to 
us. altogether incompreheniiible, that wc should be 
required, on the peril of a dissolution of the great 
and General Court, or Assembly of this province, to 
rescind a resolution of a former House of R<^pre- 
sentatives, when it U evident^ thai resolution has no 
existence, but as a mere historical fact. 

Your Excellency must know, that the resolution 
referrr^d to, is, to speak in the language of the com* 
mon law, not now "execulor>\" but, to all intents and 
purposes. " executed." The circular letters have been 
sent, and many of them have been answered' ; those 
answers are now in the public papers ; the public, the 
world, must and will, judge of the proposals, purposes 
and answers. We could as well rescind those letters 
as the resolves; ai»d bolh would be equally fruitless, 

'?^« above, fj«£fi IBI. 
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if, by rescinding, as the word property imports, \s 
meant a repeal and nLllifying the resolution referred 
to. But, if, as most probab!<?, by the word rescind- 
ing, is intended a passing a vote of this House, in 
direct and express diiiapprobation of the measure 
above mentioned, as *' illegal, inflammatory, and tcrd* 
ing to promote unjustifiable combinaciuns against his 
Majesty's peace, crown, and dignity/' we must take 
the liberty to testify, and publicly to declare, that we 
take it to be the native, inherent, and indefeA*iibIe 
right of the subject, jointly or severally, to petition 
the King for the redress of grievances; provided al- 
ways, that the same be done in a decent, dutiful, and 
constitutional way, without tumult, disorder, or con- 
fusion. Furthermore, we are also humbly, but very 
clearly and very hrmly of opinion, that the petition 
of the late [lutifiil ;md loyal I louse to hts Maj<rsty, 
and their other very orderly applications for the re- 
dress of grievances, have had the most desirable 
tendencies and effects to keep men's minds in ease 
and quieL We must be excused, in thinking that 
the people were, in truth, patiently waiting for the 
meeting of a new Parliament, and their measures, 
and his Majesty's pleasure:; ;irid it \s prol>ablc, the)- 
would every where have thus waited the events had 
it not been revealed here, that the late provincial a[H 
plication for redress of grievances, were somehow, 
strangely obstructed, and the province, in conse- 
quence of misinformation andmir^rcpresentation, most 
unfortunately fallen under the royal displeasure : and 
to complete this misfortune, it was not only divulged 
to the other colonies, but some of them actually 
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received the inforniation before it was made known 
here, thai the House had been accused to his Maj* 
cst>% or his ministers, or fallen under the displeasure 
of the one, or the censure of the other. 

On the whole, sir, we will consider his most sacred 
Majesty, under God, as our King, and best protector, 
and common father, and shall ever bear htm true and 
faithful allrgiancc?. 

WeaUo regard your Excellency as the representa- 
tive of the greatest potentate on earth; and at all 
timcH have been, and iJiall be, as far as was, or is, or 
could consist with the indt^feasible purposes of pre- 
serving life, liberty and property, most ready and 
willing, to treat you with all that respect, justly due 
to yotir high rank and statioa But we are con- 
strained to say. that we are disagreeably convinced, 
that your Excellency entertains not that paternal re- 
gard for the welfare of the good people of this prov- 
ince, which you have sometimes been pleased to 
profess, and which they have at all times, an irre- 
fragable right to expect from ihcir Governor. Your 
Excellency has thought fit, not only to deny us a 
recesst to consult our constituents in regard to the 
present requisition, but hath assured us. in cflfcct, 
that you shall talve silence, at least a delay, not as 
usual, for a consent, but for a denial. You have filso 
thought 6t to inform us, that you cannot think your* 
self at liberty, ir case of the dissolution of this, to 
call anotlier Assembly, without the express orders of 
his Majestj', for that purpose; and at the same time, 
your Excellency has been pleased to assure us, tl?r,t 
you have communicated the whole of Lord Hill^ 
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boroughs letter, and your instructions, so far as 
relates to the requisition. In all this, however, we 
cannot find, that your Excellency i!s more than di- 
rected lo dissolve the present Assembly, in case of a 
non-compliance on the part of the House. H tlie 
votes of the House are to be controlled by the 
dtn^clion of a minisicr, we have left us but a vain 
semblance of liberty. We know it to be the just 
prerogative of the Crown, at pleasure to dissolve a 
Parliamc^nt ; wc are also sensible, that, consistently 
with the great chartt^r of this province, your Excel- 
lency, when you shall think fit, with or without the 
intervention of a minister ciin dissolve the great and 
General Court of this colony, and that, without tlie 
least obligation to convene another within the year.* 
But, should it ever grow into use, for any ill disposed 
Governor of the province, by means of a mistaken 
or wilful wrong state of facts, to procure orders for a 
dissolution, the same charter will be of no value. 

We take this opportunity, faithfully to represent to 
your Excellency^ that the new revenue acts and meas- 
ures, are not only disagreeable to, but in every view, 
arc deemed an insupportable burthen and grievance, 
with a very few exceptions, by all the freeholders and 
other inhabitanlii of this jurisdiction. And we beg 
leave, once for all, to assure your Excellency, that 
those of this opinion, are of "no party, or expiring 
faction." Tiiey have, At all linieti, been ready lo de- 
vote their time and fortunes to his Majesty's serxice. 
Of loyalty, this majority could as reasonably boast. 
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as any who may happen to enjoy your Excellency's 
smiles^ Their reputation, rank and fortune, art\ at 
least, equal to those who may have been sometimes 
considered as llie only friends to good govcrnmrnt ; 
while some of the best blood in the colony, even in 
the two Houses of Assembly, lawfully convened, and ^M 
duly acting, have been openly charged with the un» ^^ 
pardonable crime of cppugnation against "the royal 
authority/* Wc have, now, only to inform your Ex- 
cellency, that this House have %'otcd not to rescind, 
as required, the resolution of the last House ; and 
that, on a division on the question, there were ninety- 
two nays, and seventeen yeas. In all this, we have ^ 
been actuated by a conscientious, and. finally, a clear ^| 
and determined sense of duty to God, to our King, ^^ 
our country, and our latest posterity; and we most ^j 
ardently wish, and humbly pray, that in your future ^^ 
conduct, your Excellency may be influenced by* the 
same principles. 



i 



ABTtCLR STGNRD " DKTERMrWATUS;' 
[jETmAvi <;ff«rr/r> Ad£U>I (> 1769.] 

Menetirs Edes & Gill, 

It is said that our bretliren at Halifax, arc under 
such dismal apprehensions of our being upon the 
point of ruin by mobs and tumults, that a certain gen- 
tleman there has seen fit. to order his interest out of 
the hands of a merchant of worth and credit, and 
committed it to the care of the boatswain of his Maj- 
esty's ship Rcmn^, still riding in this harbour How 
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far these apprehensions will be strengthened by his 
Excellency's Proclamation in the last Thursday p^per, 
every reader \s as capable of judging as I am. It is 
certainly a grievous hardship that we should be so 
grossly misrepresented; and if these falsehoods make 
such impressions on the minds of persons so near to 
us as Halifax, it cannot be wondered at, if the mother- 
country at the distance of a thousand leagues, should 
think that we are in a state of confusion, equal to 
what we hear from the orderly and very polite cities 
of London and Westminster. There, we arc told, is 
tlic Weavers mob, the Seamens mob, the Taylors 
mob, the Coal miners mob, and some say, the Clergys 
mob ; and in short it is to be feared the whole king- 
dom, always excepting the and the P 1, 

will unite in one general scene of tumult : I sincerely 
pray for the peace and prosperity of the nation and 
her colonies, whose interest if she would open her 
eycft she would clearly discen\ to be undivided. — 
If it be a truth, as I take it to be, that the people are 
seldom if ever diacontenced, without just cause, we 
may conclude, that the wheels of good government 
there are somewhat cloged, which it is to be hoped 
the wisdom of the nation will discover and remedy, 
Tliat the people of this province arc universally un- 
easy, all must allow ; but that they arc dlspos'd to be 
mobbish, I utterly deny, and take it upon me to say, 
that to assert it is a vile abuse of them. What in- 
stance can be produced to show that the peace and 
good order of ihe firavinee hath been o/ lati greatly 
interrupted by the riots and tumults, which have 
taken place in divers towns within the same i I have 
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never heard of any, and I question whether there can 
be one inenCiorcJ to justify the asftcrtion. 11 wc are 
pointed to a stirring that was made in this town about 
two months ago, let us consider the circumstances 
which previously took place Can any one be sur- 
prized, that when property was violently seized, under 
a pretence of law, at an unseasonable time, at or after 
sunset, by the aid of military power, a power ever 
dreaded by all the lovers of the peace and good order 
of the province, acul without any reason assigned 
or apparent: Is it at all surprizing that such ill- 
timed, violent and unheard of proceedings, should ex- 
cite tile resentment even of the better sort of people 
in the rown. What was the mighty consequence? a 
few persons appeared to resent it, and after break- 
ing a few panes of glass, by the influence of the ifi- 
habiiants. they dispersed without tloing any further 
damage: The geri. commissioners three days after 
took it into their heads to go down to the castle, 
where they have since resided, and the town hiis been 
in perfect peace, and I believe will so remain, at least 
till they return- — [ am not now justifying even this 
little inconsiderable rising of the people; nor is it my 
business that I know of to condemn It. I appeal to 
the world, upon this short but full relation of ihe facts^ 
whether there was not an acknowledgment due to the 
inhabitants of the town, for their disposition to main* 
tain good order, which by the way they have upon all 
pr&pcr occasions discovered, rather than a necessity 
of calling upon them, as tho' tliey had been deficient, 
to exert themselves in promoting it. The vessel 
seized was the property of a private gentleman, a 
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merchant, but the manner In which she was seized 
was ju^lg'd ^ public atlront, an tin warrantable action ; 
yet the people suppressed iheir just resentmtrnt; 
And tho* they have had tlie mortification of seeing 
ever since, tlie sciced plunder secured under the 
mouths of hundreds of cannuit, when it ou^ht to have 
been in the care of the civil officerfi, and would have 
been full as safe there, they have hitherto waited with 
patience, in expectation that justice. Justice will bt? 
done, even in the court of admiraltj'. — The represen- 
tation made by William Tyng, Esq ; Sheriff of Cum- 
berland, may be true, and it doubtlcis answered a very 
good purpose, to publish to the world thi*l the two 
men rescued from the Goal there had been convicted 
of a rwS: but 1 would vcrj- submissively ask, whether 
a riot in the county of CLniberland. the most distant 
county in the eastern part of the province, and near 
two hundred miles from the Centre or the Capital, is a 
sufficient reason for asserting that the peace and good 
order of tht pr&vimt \v'as been greatly interrupted by 
Riots and Tumults, when in all probability ninety- 
nine in an hundred never heard of it, and of those 
who had ninely'iiine in an hundred deieslctl it. If 
the civil governmenc has lost its " Vigor and Firmm&s^* 
I dare say it is by no means to be imputed to the want 
of readiness in the people to support the civil ot^cers 
in the due extiution of the Imw — there must be some 
other cause, which I have never yet seen inserted in 
any prc<lamaiion^\\ixi People of this Province arc 
enlightened — They know how to di^iguish, and I 
pray God they ever may, between the dur fxecntiffn 
^f (k4 iaics of ike inmU and the exercise of not/ 
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i'nvtnifd, sirangf^ UfU^ttsiituW^nal Powers, repugnanl 
to the British Constitution and the Charter of the 
Province — So deep roolrd \s their abhorrence of such 
powers as these, that 1 question whether civil, mili- 
tary or ccclcsiastick authority united, will e\"cr be 
sufficient to induce them to yield the least asitistance 
in suppori of ihem — 1 am no friend to " Rwis, 7u-^j 
mulis and uniaw/ui AssemMfs" I take upon me to^^^ 
say. any more than his Excellency is ; But when the 
People are oppress'd, when thtir Rights are infringed, 
when their property is invaded, when taskmasters 
are set over them, when unconstitutional acts are^i 
executed by a naval force before their eyes, and they^f 
are d^ily threatened with military troops, when their ^^ 
legislative is dissolved ! and what government is left, is 
assecrct as a Divan, when placemen and their under- ^ 
lings swarm about them, and Pensioners begin lo make ^| 
an fJBJi?//^^ appearance — in such circumstances the peo- ^ 
pie will be discontented, and they are not to be blamed 
— their minds will be irritated as long as they have any 
sense of honor, libcrly and virtue — In such Circum- 
stancest while they have the spirit of freedom, tliey 
will boldly ajstr£ their freedom ; and they arc to 
be jiislify'd in so doing — I knnw very well ihai to 
murmur, or even co wAijfift a complaint, some men 
call a riotous spirit But they are in the right of it co 
complain, and complain Alouix And they a*/// com- 
plain, till they are either redrcss'd, or become poor 
deluded miserable ductile Dupes* fitted to be made 
the slaves of dirty tools of arbitrary power, 

Determinatos. 
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{Bitlfm G^uitt, Ociober 10, I7ft8.| 

M44suurs Edes & Gill, 

»» art desired to pubiish in your tuxt Pafier (kt 
fcUfmjtng true Copy of a Letter iransmitud t9 
Dennvs DEBKBnT /fjy.- /*» \j:iX\Ai%x\y by Ordtr 0/ th€ 
hU Ccfuv^ntion, ronshthtgi*/ CommiiUt% from Nineiy- 
eigki (Taztms. many of them tk€ most xt^aliky and 
numerous in tfu Provtme, and eight Districts, 

Yours, 

A- R 

The inhabitants of a number of towns within this 
province, having, at their several Town meetings 
legally called, taken under their most mature con- 
sideration, the great and prevailing uneasiness among 
the people of the province in general: arising from 
an apprt^hension that tlietr chartt^r arid constitutional 
rights and liberties are infringed by the late acts of 
parliament for the raising a revenue in America with- 
out their consent; and also from the immediate pros* 
pcct of a standing army to enforce the execution of 
these acts, at this time, when they may reasonably 

' Th* t\)Fiyrailiin Which ■nlhonttd rhU Ifilvr rim id RealAQ, Sppiemb^r 9id, 
176s, ua miilt of thi ution on Stptptiibvr i^lh ol Ihs Botlon lovn meellnE. 
A«ordin|[ to W«ll , d<a WLljr lliEi lflU<r 1>xL ^Ito tlw petftJoQ 10 d)« Kiii|[, wuc 
vriiltfn b/ Adudi. W. V. WolU. U/t *f Saminl A^Ami^ vaL U, p. »;. 
Aduaa VM civfk of \\^ ooovcpilon^ aD<|, wjili Ob*. Huacock, and Cufainf, 
npMnaCcd Boicoa, B*ttrm AVvvn/ Cfmmiiti*mrt' Xtf^t. t«I. jnr{„ pp. 16^ 
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hope the late dutiful and loyal supplications of their 
Rcpresenlalive^ for a redress of llic yrievaiicc» \s un- 
der the consideration of our gracious Sovereign, from 
whose wisdom & clemency they expect relief: And 
being deprived of the benefit of a general as«iemhly, 
his excellency the Governor having diswived 
5ame at an unusual season, and in an unusual mannci 
declaring that he docs not think himself at liberty 
call a new one, till he shrill receive further orders 
from his Majesty. The said towns have severally 
made choice of Coinmiitccs to meet together, consult 
and advise to such measures as may tend to promotc^^ 
the peace and good order of his Majesty'ft subjects ii^^| 
this province, at so alarming^ and distressing a crisis. 

And being convened for the purpose aforesaid 
Boston, we have taken the earliest opportunity to 
sure the Governor of the province^ and the worl( 
in our Petition offered to his Excellency, which 
caused immcdialely to be published, and is herewllh 
inclosed, to disclaim all pretensions to any authorita-, 
tive and governmental acts. And you will please 
observe, by a copy of our whole proceedings now sci 
to you» thai we have strictly adhered to the expi 
design of our convention. 

We have taken the liberty to write to you, as a 
known friend to the province, and to beg the favoui 
of you to use your kind endeavour to prevent any 
misrcpresciuaiions of our meeting and proceedings, 
which our enemies may be ready to make. We f)a:ter 
ourselves you may be enabled from this instance, tt 
afford to his Majesty's ministers, and the good people 
of Britain, a fresh token of the loyalty of our rcspeo;i 
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live towns to his Majesty, their attachment to hia 
government, and lovt^ of peace and good order. 

We wish and pray for the h^ppy time, when a 
national attention shall be fjiven to the gric\'anccs 
wc labor under, and the true source of them. When 
such a period shall come, we are persuaded that the 
union and harmony which has hitherto siubnisted be- 
tween Great Britian and the Colonics, and upon 
which the welfare of both undoubtedly depends, will 
be confirmed and established. 

The present discontent we apprehend originally 
arose from the nation s having been informed of the 
ability of th»* people here (o pay tonsiderable duties 
and taxes. Whoever made such a representation, 
surely did not attend duly to the heavy load of debt 
lying upon this province, incurred chiefly by our 
expenses in defending and enlarging his Majesty's 
American territories in the last war, which was borne 
by the people with the greatest alacrity. The nation 
bcin^ itself invalv'd tn a heavy debt, was easily in- 
duced to avail itself of the supposed affluence of the 
Colonies, and unfortunately, as they apprehend, took 
such a measure 35 wilt naturally awaken the jealousy 
of every free and sensible people, namely, by passing 
acts to lax them witlioui their consent. The late 
Stamp-Act made for ihts purpose, was indeed re- 
pealed : But other acts of the same nature and ten- 
dency, tho' perhapfi not so apparently obnoxious, are 
in full force, and daily executing. 

The people in consequence complain'd of these acts 
as being abridgments of such constitutional Rights as 
are laid deep in the foundation of nature : But the&c 
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complaints huvc been represented as arising from a 
ftjMrit of faction, disloyally and rebellion. Their most 
dutiful and loyal petitions to his Majesty, they have 
been inform'd by the last advice from London, had 
not rrached the royal presence : Nay, his Majesty, 
as they are lold, has been assured that his subjects of 
this province have even attempted to excite the same 
spirit among his other colonies, by a circular letter, 
ihi" only purport of which was to acquaint them of 
their havingf petitioned for relief from the common 
grievance, with hopes of success from the royal 
clemency. 

In order to raise the jealousy of the nation, the 
most trifling incidents have been wrought up to the 
highest pitch of aggravation, by pci'sons who still find 
mtrans to gain ki credit then:. We sh^iU only recur to 
the most recent instances. 

On tlie iSth of March last, being the anniversary 
of the repeal of the Stamp-Act, and observed iis a 
day of rejoicing, a few disorderly persons mostly 
boys, assembled in tlie evenings paraded some of the 
streets, and finally repaired to the House of John 
Williams, E5q.. the inspector-general Whether their 
design was lo do him an injury or not. by hia address 
and soft treatment of them, together with the inter- 
position of some of the neighbouring householilers, 
they soon relir'd & dispers'd, wittiout doing any mis- 
chief at all His Majesty's Council, in their answer 
CO the Governor, which is inclosd, have declared this 
to be too inconsiderable to make it a subject of repre- 
sentation ; and that it could not have been made the 
subject of s& injurious an ont, but by persons disposed 
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to bring misery and distress upon the town and prov- 
ince; and their declaration it is said has given great 
offence to the Governor 

There was indeed on the loth of June following, 
something that had rather more of the appearance of 
riot, but it was only of a few iiours existence, and 
with very little niischier Rut as we arc informed, 
that tlie town of Boston have already given you a 
full account of this affair, supported by affidavits, we 
shall not give you the further trouble of reciting it, 
but refer you ro their letter* It is howt-vcr to be 
observed, that if the inhabitants of that town had 
been dispos'd to give the least countenance to this 
riot, so exasperated were the jjcoplc at the exlraortli- 
nary and unusual exertion of the naval ])ower, when 
there could be no apprehension that the Kings offi- 
cers would be in the least measure molested in the 
due execution of lawful power ; as well as the haughty 
behavior of the commissioners of the customs, that 
the least countenance would have been sufficient to 
have led them on to extremities — but they sooth'd 
them and the people soon dispersed after having 
broke a few panes of glass, not to the value of five 
pounds. VVc cannot help taking notice here, of a 
notorious inslancE^ of i\iv inve.ienue temper of our 
enemies, in a representation made in a certain letter, 
of this riotous assembly's having burnt a beautiful 
barge belonging to the collector of the customs, ie- 
foTt Mr. HaHcock*f iio^tr. As this worthy gentleman 
sustains a public cl\aracter, and is one of the principal 
inhabitants in tJie province, it is apparent that the 



iCf. SM$m F.retr4 C*mmun*tttri' JC'f*ff. vol. «*L| p, 957. 




M6 



THE WR/TINGS OF 



t7fi8 



malice of the writer of that letter was not conltn'd to 
a single gt;rl]cman, but extended to the public The 
truth is. the barge was burnt on a common,' sur- 
rounded with gentlemen's seats ; and the scene could 
not be said to be before Mr Hancock's dfxir, any 
more than before the doors of divers other gentle- 
men in the neighbourhood. The mean insinu^ition 
tliat was done under the iniluence of Mr. llaacock, 
is so far from the least shadow of truth, that it i& no- 
torious here, that the tumult was finally dispers'd^ 
principally by his exertions, animated by his known 
ri^gard to peace and good order, — His Majesty's 
Council afterwards gave a just account of the occa- 
sion of that riot, and repeatedly desired that the 
Governor would order the same to be made public, 
but without success,^ 

Care was taken, however, by those, who, to speak 
in the softest terms, arc unfriendly to us, to transmit 
this affair to the nation In so aggravated a light, as 
CO incense to a high degree. And we cannot indeed 
wonder, that when such false representations are 
made by persons, as wc have reason to believe, of 
rank and figure here, our mother country should for 
a while give credit to them, and under an apprehen- 
sion of a general insurrection, should send a military 
force to subdite a people, if we may be allowed to 
say it, at least as orderly and wcll-affectcd, — as sen- 
sible of their just rights, and yet as patient under 
oppression, *tiil they can be constitutionally relieved. 
as any in his Majesty's empire* 
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Nothing, we apprehend, is wanting, lo restore a 
much desired harmony, but for his Majesty's subjects, 
on both sides the atlantic. fully to explain themselves 
to each other, which is not likely to be done thro' the 
medium of interested and designing men : Such men 
would not scruple to raise their fortunes, tho' at the 
ruin of the empire. — Could such men be removed, 
the nation, attentive to the calm voice of reason, 
which we humbly apprehend has been uttered by the 
colonics, would soon view their disposition, we may 
at least be allowed Co ^ay. th^t of thi$ province, in its 
just light, and be convinced, that it is their warmest 
inclination, as well as in their power, to add strength 
and riches to the mother state, and administer to the 
splendor of the British crown. 

Thus wc have given you a full account of the occa- 
sion, nature and design of our convening; which is 
by no means to assume to ourselves any authority of 
government ; but only as a number of private fellow- 
subjects met together, to consult and advise the most 
effectual measures to promote the peace and good 
Ofder of his Majesty's subjects at this very difficult 
and distressing time. 

Wc herewith inclose to you an humble, dutiful and 
loyal petition to our most gracious Sovereign, which 
we beg the favour of you to present to his Majesty 
in person, as speedily as possible. 
We rest, in strict truth, 

and with gre^l Respect, &c 

Thomas Cusking, Ckatrman. 
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tJdS., eollvctiacu of Ebfl Eut of Dartnoutii; a dnit i« ia th« Scnud Arluiu 
Paptrii L«aoi Librwr.] 

B6n^HOctof 3* 17M 

The Troops which you mention'd !n your Letter 
to the late Speaker, arrivd last week. Barraks are 
provided for them at the Castle, which is within the 
Limits of the Town sufficient to contain more than 
their Number. Governor Barnard [sic] in opposition 
to the unanimus advice of his Council insists upon 
their being Quartcr'd in the Body of the Town— they 
remain this day unprovided with any other Quarlers. 

The People in general as you may naturally sup- 
pose arc utterly averse to their continuing among 
them, yet such was their humanity towards them that 
they were content to shelter them from the open air 
for a Night or two even in their City Hall — what will 
be the event of, 1 had almost said the obstinacy of 
the Governor against the? sense of a provoked people, 
God only knows ! The Revenue be it just or not is 
not at all affected in this struggle. It has been paid 
without interruption during the Retirement of the 
Commissioners, to the Castle which was of their own 
Accord and some suspect was to make an appearance 
and a plausible pretence to the Nation. 

The Troops are hitherto orderly, the Inhabitants 
preserve their Peace and patience. Th^; late Con- 
vention has no doubt contributed much towards it. 
they however look upon their situation, being sur- 
rounded with Men of War hostile at least in ap- 
pearance, and the dctennination of the Governor to 
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quarter Soldiers upon them when there arc Barraks 
provided according to Act of Parliament which was 
made undoubtedly to prevent such a Calamity to 
be a new & intollerable Grievance. They arc re- 
solved not to pay their Money witliout their own 
consent and are more than ever determin'd to relin- 
quish every article however dear that comes from 
Britain, till the Acts arc repeal d and the Troops re- 
moved. May God pr*:servc the Nation from being 
greatly injured if not finally ruin'd by the Vile in- 
sinuations oi wicked men in Anurua, 

1 am in haste &c. 




ARTICLE UNSIGNED. 
[Untim CoMttu. October ici, n^ftj 

Mcsisieurs Edes & GtLi, 
PUa^s to insert the foUcwing, 

Ctdani Arma Toga, 

By the act of I'arliament providing for the quai^ 
Icring and billuting his Majesty's troops, the civil 
offi€€rs and so othehs are empower'd '*and required 
to quarter and billet the oBiccni and soldiers in his 
Majesty's service en tiil Baksacks rROviDED in the 
Colonies^ and if there shall not be sufficient room in 
the said Barracks for the Olliccrs and Soldiers, then 
AND IN strcR CASE ONLY, to quartcf and billet the 
residue " of them in the inns, livery stables and other 
houses mentioned in said act. 

If then this act of Partiament is to be the rule, 
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which \% IS prrsiifuM the getillp-mcn of i\\namiy will 
noi deny, ii evidently follows, 6r^t. That the milii&ry 
officers have no ^enctm ai all in quartering them- 
selves and the soldiers, this being done by the civil 
offUfTS and nc ctkers : And secondly, liial as many of 
the officers and soldiers as the Barracks will conti^n, 
MUST uc quartcr'd in ifum^ and the residue if any in 
the inns. &c. The Barraelcs at the Caslle are unffi* 
cienc to contain more than the whole xumber of 
troops now in town, and are empty ; it therefore ap- 
pears to a frTwwtf/t undtr^ia riding, to be contrary 
to the act of parliament, for any of ihem to be ctlher 
en^amp^d or qnaritr'd in the body of the town — Is it 
not then astonishing that the Ciiy Hall and even the 
SENATK HOLisr, slioukl bc for more than a week past 
put to an use, so abuobrfnt from the original and 
true intent of them, when the Barracks at the Castle, 
the original and true and legal intent of which is to 
receive and lodge the officers and troops, are keauv 
FOR THE puftPOfet! — To say that the officers Iiavc 43 
righi to hire quarters for the troops among the in- 
habitants, and that Mn M y and others have 

been cffuious enough to rent ihem. will not be «uf5* 
ctent to reconcile this matter — for the act further 
says, "that if any mUilafy officer shall takt upok 
HIMSELF to quarter soldiers in any of his Majesty's 
dominions in America, otheewisk than is limined 
and allow'd in this act, &c. he ^hall bc ipso faiio 
cashiery, and bc utterly disabled to haVc or hold any 
military employment in his Majesty's service." Will 
any one say that when a military officer hires Mr. 
Murrays or any other man's house to quarter his 
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soldicnt in, \\ft Joes not take tJPOK HtM?;KT.F to quar- 
ter ihem oTiiHKwisH than is limited in che aci ol par- 
liament? In short, the act of parliament as all other 
good laws arc, was made (or the: general advantage, 
and appcr^irs to be a« mucli dcsign'd for the pretgrva- 
twn of the fiface and^ood order of lbs Citizens^ as for 
the comfort of the soldiery— there seems to be a 
contract fully imply'd in it, chat if the governrnt^nt 
would provide Barracks for the King's troops, then 
they should not suffer the inconvenience of their be* 
ing quartered in their towns: Such Barracks are 
provided by this government ai a very tonsidrrable 
*xpcnc€^ & arc now empty ; therefore the inhabitants 
of this town arc in jusncG as well as by law. secured 
from the inconvenience of having troops quarter'd 
among them in any case rukatcvtr^ at lease tiu- those 

BARRACKS ARE FULL.— iWa^Wa «/ L€X st PravoUbH. 



ARTICLE, UNSIGKRIK 

iB^Hm GstfOt. Oitobw 17, i?6|.] 

PlilNCIPnS OBSTA, 

Messieurs Ede5 & GiLU 
PUase to insert t&r folunving^ 

"Where Law ends, (says Mr Locke) tvrannv 
begins, if the Law be iransgressd to anoilurs harm " ; 
No one I believe will deny the truth of the ob?«erva* 
tion, and therefore I again appeal to a>mmon senu, 
whether the act which provides for the quartering 
ai^d Ijilleting tlu: King's troop\ was iiot traxsghkss'd. 
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wht^n the barracks at the Castle which arr sufpi- 
ciKNT TO CONTAIN MORE ihaTi the whoIe number of 
soldiers now in this town, were absolutklv eufus'd : 
This I presume cannnt he contested. Should any one 
say that ihc law is not transgrcs d " ic etnulkrrs karm" 
the assertion I dare say would contradict the feelings 
of every sober householder in the town. No man 
can jKTlend to say that the p^anf ami ^tyod order of 
the communLty is so secure with soldiers quartered in 
the body cf a city as without them. Besides, where 
miliiary pomer is introduced, military maxims arc 
propagated and adopted, which are inconsistent with 
and must soon eradicate every idea of civil govern- 
ntint. Do we not already find some persons weak 
enough to believe, that an ofticer is Mig^d to ol>cy 
the orders of his superior, iho' it be even agaikst 
the law I And let any one consider whether this doc- 
trine docs not directly lead even to the setting up 
that superior officer, whoever he may he, as a tyrant. 
It is morever to be observ'd that military ^ovcmmcni 
and civil, arc so different from each other, if not op- 
posite, that they cannot long subsist together- Sol- 
diers are not goverr'd properly by x\\v. laws of their 
country, but by a law madeyi?^ them only: This may 
in time make them look upon themselves as a body 
of men diffirtnt from the rest of the people; and as 
ihcy and they only Iwve tkt" sword in their hands, 
they may sooner or later begin to look upon them- 
selves as the LORDS and not the servants of ihc 
people: Instead of enforcing the execution of law, 
which by the way is far from being the original 
intent of soldiers, they may refuse ta obey it them- 
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selves : Nay, they may even make laws for thtm- 
sdvcs, and enforce them by the power <ff the sword! 
Such instances arc not uncommon in history, and 
they always will happcrn when Troo^^^ arc pul under 
the direction of an ambiSwus or a iovetous governor [ 
And if there is any reason for fear that this may be 
the consequence of a transgression of the act of par- 
liament, it is a Iransyression not "to the Aarm"' of 
individuals only, but of thc publick. It behoves 
the publuk then to be aware of the danger, and like 
sober men to avail ikfrnsrhie^ of the remedy of the 
iaw, while it is in iieir power. It \^ always soft- to 
ADHERE TO THE L\w, and to kcep ii\<tTy man of every 
denomination and character within its bounds — Not 
to do this wuuld hvt in the highes^t degree iMPRUJiKXr : 
Whenever it becomes a question in prudence, whether 
we shall make use of ie^iil and eonstiiutwnal methods 
to prevent the imroatkmenis of any kind Ok power, 
what will it be but to depart from the straight line^ to 

Lgive up the law and ihc constitution, which is fixed 
and stable, and is the eoUuied and l^ng aigxsied scr\K\' 
ment ok the whole, and to substitute in its room the 
ppiption of individuals, than which ncihtngian be more 
uncertain: The sentiments of men in such a case 
would in all likt^lihood he as various ;)s their *4eiili- 
ments in religion or anything else; and as there 
bould then be no settled rule for the publick to ad* 
vert to. the safety of die people would probably be at 
an end. 
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ARTICLE StCNCD ^'CAXDIDTJS. " * 
[ Bt^trm iTewV FaM,^ December ). tjiA. \ 



Messrs, FrEETs. 



11 



i must desire you II not publish my f tcoc sent you 
for last Monday, 'till you liear further from mc ; the' 
1 am determined to finlfih my 6rst plan, in such man* 
ncr, and at such times a$ I may sec convenient — 1 
will only add at this juncture, a striking anecdote of 
Shan ap Morgan, ShintUman of Wales ; who was 
tried for a rafe. in Glamoiganshire, as a prepara* 
tor^' for one of the Gentlemen 1 shall speak of next 
( tho' I would rot hav^^ Mr — [Froth] iniagine that 
I have half done with him, ) 

Shan ap Morgan^ ShcntUman of Wai€s^ was bro't 
to ihc Bar — the Crycr calls — Shan ap Morgan — 
Shan ap Morgan — Shan ap Morgan, did not answer, 
but mutrcrd— odds poddikins hur won't answer to 
that, — The Crycr called Shan ap AUrgan ( a second 
time) still S&an ap Morgan multcr'd. odds poddikins 
hur won't answer to that. — The Cryer then call'd, 
Shan ap Morgan, Sh^niUman of l/''a/«>— Upon 
which Shan ap Morgan briskly answered — here hur 
is.— Well Shan ap Morgan^ Sk^ntfeman of Wales, 
how will you be tried, Shan ap Morgan answer'd, 
by the twelve Apostles. — Upon which the Judge 
said, then Shan ap Morgan, SktniUman af Wales, 
you would stay till the day of Judgment — to which 
Shan ap Morgan shrewdly reply'd— An please your 
Worship — hur is in no hurry — hur is in no hurry. 

CANDIDtiS. 
■Thii ■«((!» by " Cinilitlut" it atliilrutcd 1^ AJ-iiia by W- V. Wells. Li/e 
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ARTICLE SIGNED '' VIHDEX. 



L 

H Messieurs Edks (S* Gill, 

^B Please to insert tlie following. 

H^ I Can very easily believe that the ofhccrs of the 

" regiments po*ited in this town, have been inforni'd 
by our good friends that (he inhabitants are such a 
rude unpotish'd kind o[ folk5> as that the^' arc in 
danger, at least of being affronted during their resi- 
dence here; and therefore their placing centinels at 
their respective dwellings seems to be a natural pre- 
caution, and under that apprehension may be a 
necessary step to guard their persons from injury. 
Or if it be only a piece of respect or homage every 
where shown to the superior officers of the army, it 
is a matter which concerns no other pcr^kns that I 
know of, I am sure it i^ no concern uf mine : In this 
view it is a military custom, in no way interfering 
with, obstructing or infringing the common rights of 
the communily, — But whi^n thesf gentlemens at- 
tendants; take upon them to call upon ever)' one, who 
passes by, to know IVfio com^s thert as the phrase is, 
I take it to be in the highest degree impertinent, 
unless they can shew a legal authority for so doing. 
-— There \& something in it, which looks as if the 
town was altogether under the government & con- 
troiil of the military pnw^^r : And as long as the in- 
habitants are fully perswaded that this is not the case 
at present, and moreover hope and believe that it 
never will, it has a natural tendency to irritate tlie 
minds of all who have a just sense of honor, and 
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think lliey havp the privilege of walking the str*«ts 
without beir^r controurdp 

I have hcird that sonic of these attendants, when 
qucstion'd by gentlemen who have tho't themselves 
affronted in this manner, have pleaded urders from 
their officers ; This I am not apt to believe ; but 
should 1 be under a mistake, the question still occtirs. 
Wh^U riglit have their of^cers to give them Mjch 
orders in thi^ town ? It is a question which appears 
to nie to be of present importance, and ought to be 
decided : For if the gentlemen of the army should 
differ in their sentiments respecting this matter, from 
the inhabitants and freemen of the town, the posting 
2l standing army among us. especially as it is wUhcui 
and tigitinst vur constni, instead of preventing tu- 
muks, which it is i^aid was the prof&s^'d design of the 
troops being sent for^ and ordered here, it \% to 
be feared, will have a tendency quite the reverse — 
] am informed that not less than nine gentlemen of 
character, some of them of the first families in this 
province, were slop'd and put under guard the other 
evening, for refusing to submit to this miUtary nav* 
elty r And still more alarming, that one of his 
Majesty's Council, was stop'd in hi& chariot in the 
daytime, when going out of town, under a flimsy pre- 
tence that possjbly he might have conceal'd a deserter 
in his eharioti and was treated with insolence. The 
hon, gentleman I dare say felt his resentment kindle; 
and every one who hears of so high handed an insult 
must feel anger glowing in his breast, — 1 forbear to 
mention the constant pmcitce of challenging, as it is 
called, the country people when passing and repass* 
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ing, upon their lawful business, tbro' ihe gates of the 
city, where a guard house is erected, upon land 
belonging to the publick, and it is commonly said, 
without the leave, or even asking the leave of th<^ 
publick \ 

Are we a garrison "d town or are wc not ? I f wc arc, 
let us know by whose authority and by whose influtncf 
wc arc made so : If not, and I lake it for granted wc 
arc noc> let us then assert & maintain the honor-^ 
the dignity of free citizens and place the military, 
where all other men are, and where they always 
ought & always tw/Z/be plac'd in every free country, 
at the foot of th^ commcn la'H^ &f tkt ^«rf.^To sub- 
rait to tlie civil magistrate in the Ugai exercise of 
power is forever the part of a good subject : and to 
answfr the watchmen of the town in the night, may 
be the part of a good citizen, as well as to afford 
them ali necessary countenance and support: But. 
to be called to account by a common soldier, or any 
soldier, is a badge of slavery which none but a slave 
will wear 

It was an article of complaint in the memorable 
petition of rights, in the reign of King Charles the 
first, that certain persons cxcrcis'd "a power to pro- 
ceed witkin ike j5a«</ according to the justice of mar* 
iiml law^ even against soldiers, *' by such sumpnary 
course and order as is agreeable to mattiai law, and 
as is used in armies in thi iime of warT And by the 
hill of rights It is declared tliat ''the raising and 
keeping a standing army within Che kingdom in a 
time of peace is against law. It seems that tn the 
reign of tC Charles the first it was look'd upon to be 




ir»i_i.— *?- 



•s« 



THE WMITJNGS OF 



[1768 



*'Aguinst the form of the great charter and law of 
the land *' ihw any man tetihin th4 land, tho" a Si>/dtrr 
or mariner, should biz jiidg'd and cxecuicd by the 
martuil law ; '* I(*-Ht by color thereof, any of hi;* Maj- 
esC)''s subject*; be destroy 'd or put to denth contrary 
to the law or franchise of the land" : and therefore 
the lords and commons, the guardians of the people; 
dcfnand^d of the King as thrir right, and according" 
to the laws and statutes of the realm, the revoking 
and annulling of the commissions which he had 
illegally issued for such purpose, and even that 
Prince revolc'd and annuli'd them. 

Is there anyone who dares to say that Americans 
have not the rights of subjccta? Is Boston disfran* 
chised ? When, and for what crime was it done ? If 
not, Is it not enough for us to have seen sotdien and 
imarirurs forejudged of life and executed within iiu 
hody of ike county hy martini law t Are ndte^ns to 
be called upon, threatned, ill used at the word of the 
soldiery, and put under arrest, by pretext of the law 
military, in breach of the fundamental rights of sub- 
jects, and contrary to the law and franchise of the 
land? And are the inhabitants of this town still to 
be affronted in the night as well as the day by sol- 
diers ann'd with muskets and fix'd bayonets? Are 
these the blessings of government? Is this the 
method to reconcile the people Co the temper of the 
prtscni administration of government in this prov- 
inc*^? Will the spirits of people as yet unsubdued 
by t>Tanny, unaw'd by the menaces of arbitrary 
power, submit to htt f^vfrn'dhy military force? No. 
Let us rouzc our attention to the common law, which 
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\% our birthright— our great security against all kinds 
of insult & oppres^on — The law. which when rightly 
used, is the €urb and the terror of the haughtiest 
tyrant — Lei our insigiNiratf^ cxc?cutc thr good i*nd 
wholesome laws of the land wich resolution and 
an intrepid 5rmnes3 — aided by the posse comitatus, 
the body of the county, which is their only natural 
and lega! strength, they will see their authority re- 
versd : The boldest transgressors will then tremble 
before them, and the crtkrfy and peaceabk inhabitants 
will be restored to the rights, priviiegcs and immuni- 
ties of fr€€ subJ€Cis 

ViNUSX- 



ARTICLE SIGNED "CANDIDUS. 

E<tt Htgas jurixtqut mihi ptr U'npia Un^ittit i 

Swear xM thou doil by Jove, thou will deceive: 
Sirair by Anchinlui; I ']l then b«lj«ve, 

MARTtAt. 

I Would not have it imagined that Mr. — (Froth) 
was a person of so much consequence, as to be the 

first planner o( a B d of C - s for the American 

department ; by no means, it was talked of long be- 
fore his last peregrination to England ; but thus far 
I will be bold to s^y, that though it had been thought 
of previous to his arrival there ; yet I firmly believe 
it would not have been hiirry'd on in the precipitate 
manner it was ; nor would the first plan (which in my 
humble opinion was the most feasible) have been 
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alter'd ; had it not been for the /awnings ^'^^gi'^f 
perfidious rk4toruk of ^\&Bas%tisls with his patron — 
Shew mc the man in this province or on this conti- 
nent who knows him, ihat will nol allow, he is the 
moftt insim^t^ pUusibU^ and insinuating of mankindt 
and yet such is the art of the man. that let any person 
thus well acquainted with him. give him but a few 
momcnt!i of hib company (Froth) is aurc to catch 
him — the poor Gentleman comes away deluded (in 
spight of his senses) nay absolutely satisfied that not 
only he. but all the world have abused and injured 

the poor innocent Mr. (Froth) so that upon tlic 

whole Mr. C T — ^w — d* (being but mortal) tho" 

confessedly a ver>' great statesman, was caught by 
ilit^ Sycophant^ as he has and daily catches others. 

" My dear Sir (quoth the Squire) believe me, Bos- 
ton — Boston is the spot for the B — — nd of C 3- I 

pawn my honor, that there— there is the nc5t of cor- 
niption ; I have known it to be so for some ycar^' 

But Mr. (Froth) took particular care not to 

mention that he was as great a smuggler as any in 
that province (if knowing such acts to be done, and 
taking hush money make« an officer an accessof)^. 

The first plan of a \i d of C s for the Amcri* 

can department wa^i in order to case the old B---— d 

of C s of part of its burden (the business from this 

vast continent daily increasing, so as to retard the 
general business of the revenue) and was intended to 
be placed in London, in order to be near the 
Tr — s — y, which every one knows is the ultimatum 
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of revenue matters: And thus far it must be allowed 
to he highly necessarj- — but how to account for Mr 
C s T — w — d's mistake (except as already ac- 
counted for) is amazing — nor can there be a greater 

proof of Mr. (Froth s) influence with his Palratt^ 

than the B d's being ordered to Boston — 
(Charles) had a House there;— he had a large Field 
of revenge to satisfy — he had some conveniences in 
the country (1 won't say unnaiura! ones) — he had his 
old friend the Great Officer to support him — and 
above all, he had the pleasure of being now equal 
with his quondam commanding officer; for whom he 
has a very great regard indeed : besides many other 
weighty reasons needless to mention at present. 

—l say, how Mr. C sT — w — d, who was thought 

to have (and undoubtedly had) a universal knowledge 
of the continent of America, could be so grossly mis- 
taken as to tix a B d of C s almost at one end 

of it, is amazing : Nothing but his being fascinated 

by Mr. (Froth) can account for it — for it is very 

^rell known, that any grievances arising in revenue 
matters, in most of the southern colonies, can get to 
England, be there determined by the B d of 
C 6 (or T — s — y if necessary) and an answer re- 
turned to them, before it can more than arrive at 
Boston — at least for seven months in the year — this 
is one grand, I may say insunnoun table difficulty, 
that renders the plan futile, and to add to its futility, 
1 will make bold to mention one or two more of this 
B d's conatniclmg. 

This American B d of C s, in order to ape 

the B- — -d in London (not having judgment sui* 
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ficieat to discrimmate between thedifTcrfnccofcoun' 
tries) has laid the officers of the revenue under the 
inhuman necessity of employing an ag'cnt or agents 
to receive lh*-ir sal.ines in Boston (instead of being 
paid ac their respective ports) — I say inhviman, be- 
cause many of them have very small stipends and 
little or no fees ; and by their great distance from 
llosion. the want of a currency exchangr, and the in- 
tolerable delay of this B d, are many months before 

they can get a farthing, and when they do, it \% at such 
a loss that what remains will not half maintain them 
and their families. 

The next is the multiplicity of officers this B d 

creates, by way of serving the crown — I dare say it 
will appear, upon sending their atcompts home, that 
many officers have been added to the revenue, since 
the commencement of their power; many charges 
have arisen in consequence thereof, and no additional 
revenue has been received in proportion to counter^ 
balance tliose extra expences: So far from it that, 1 
am told, when the ofKcers on the establishments and 
incidental lists are paid up (withoul mentioning at 
large the incidental charges accniinir from this 
B— — d's late campaign to CastU WtUtam. which I 
am certain in the end will be known at the other 

side the water to be an entire scheme of Mr. 

(Froth) &c. in order to draw troops to this quarter to 
support them in their unwarrantable proceedings) 
liiilc or nothing will remain; I am assured, not 
enough to pay the six hundred per annum, talked of 
for (our judges of admiralty on this continent — Thus 
far then Mr. (Froth) and his adherents have 
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been of infinite service Co ihe crown ; and will, 1 dare 
say, do more, arc they but allowed to proceed. 

Before I quit this Gentleman, I must mention one 
verj" striking instance of his great regard (or the »er* 
vice of the crown ; especially upon the first institution 
of this American U d of C s; which, consid- 
ering the unpopularity and novelty, certainly required 
a great deal of discretion and good manai^ement in 
the members of it, in order to its first establishment. 

This Gentleman, through his interest with Mr 

C' s T— w— d ( which must now appear to have 

been very great ) procured a ship at the expence of 
government to bring him. two other members of 
the B— — d and their families with many others be- 
longing to their department, to Boston — It is notori- 
ously known that this Proteus ( during the paiisagc ) 
left no stone unturned to potion the minds of cvcrj- 
offieer on board ; particularly his two Brttkren; 
who by the time ihey arrived in Boston, were charged 
so high with prejudice and resentment against the 
People (though never here before) that from their 
first landing they did not even condescend to treat 
the principal people in the place with common 
decency — This, assuredly was setting out with the 
utmost propriety for the good of the servit^ ; and 
*uch men, undoubtedly, are ver>" fit instruments to 
promote the public good: Indeed, if conducting 
themsdves with a beari**h in!iolcnce and intolerable 
haughtiness is to be the standard of their merit, I 
don't think, if GreatBritain was to be searched, two 
abler officers could be found, for the purpose* — Will 
thtwe Geoitemen have effrontery enough to cunifadict 
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this? Can they deny that their iff-hole forte (from 
their first sitting) wa& to enter into and make a 
party againfit particular persons? Have they not 
spent the major part of their time in politics and 
cabals? Had they not several private meetings^ 
( before :1ie>r tin^ccou 11 table flight for Ca^tltr Williiiin) 
of such a secret and important nature as to have a 
man with a drawn sword to ^ard their door ? Did 
they not rurn out several worthy honest officers^ 
merely to affront the person who had appointed 
them and to irritate the people ? But those are 
strictures 1 shall dwell upon at large hereafter 
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ARTICLE SrONED '* VlNDEX, 

To The Printers. 

Iris a very improbable supposition, that any peo- 
l>le can long remain free, with a strong military 
power in the very heart of their country: Unless 
that military power is under the direction of the 
people, and even iht-n it is dangerous.^ History, 
both ancient and modem, affords many instances of 
the overthrow of states and kingdoms by the power 
of soldiers, who were rais'd and maintain'd at Arst, 
under the plausible pretence of defending those v^rr)* 
liberties which they afterwards destroyed. Even 
where there is a necessity of the military power, 
within the land, which by the way but rarely happt^ns, 
a wise and prudent people will always have a w»tch< 
ful & a jealous eye over it; for the maxims and rules 
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of the army, arc essentially different froin the genius 
of a free people, and the laws of a free government 
Soldiers are used to obey the absolute commands of 
their superiors; It is death for them, in the field. 
to dispute their authority, or the rectitude of their 
orders; and sometimes they may be shot upon tl«- 
spot without ceremony. The necessity of thingfs 
makes it highly proper that they should be under the 
a1>solute contruiil of tlitr ofRoef who commands thc^ni ; 
who saith unto one come, and he cometh, and co 
another go, and he goeth. Thus being inured to 
that sort of government in the field and in the time 
of war» they are too apt to retain the same idea, whrm 
they happen to be in civil communities and in a time 
of peace ; And even their officers, being used to a 
w>rt of sovereignty over thern, may -iomt^timcs forgrl. 
that when quartered in cities, they arc co consider 
themselves & their soldiers, in no other light than 
as a family tn the community ; nnmerous indeed, 
but like all other familie!> and individuals, under the 
direction of the civil magistrate, and the controul of 
the common law — Like them, they arc to confine their 
own rules and maxims within their own circle; nor 
can they be suppos d to have a right or authority to 
oblige the rest of tlic communit)' or any individuals, 
to submit to or pay any regard to their rules and 
maxims, any more than one family !ias to obtrude 
its private method of ceconomy upon anotlier. 

It is of great importance and I humbly conceive 
it ought to be ilie first care of the community, when 
soldiers are quartered among them, by all means to 
convince them, that they arc not to give law, but to 
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receive it : It h dangeroii^i to civil society, when the 
military conceives of it self as an independcnc body, 
detach 'd from the re^t of the society, and subject to 
no contrnul : Ami the danger is greatly increased 
and become*^ alarming, when the society itself yields 
to such an ill grounded supposition: If this should 
be the case, how casj' would it be for the soldiers, if 
they alone should have the swonl in the^ir handn, to 
use it wantonly, and even to the great annoyance and 
terror of the citizens, if not to their destruction. 
What should hinder them, if once it is a given point, 
thai the society has no law to restrain thein, and thcj' 
are disposed to do it? And how long can we imagine 
it would be, upon such a supposition, before the 
tragical scene would begin ; especially if wc consider 
further, how difRcult it is to keep a power, in its 
nature inuch less fonnidable, and confessedly limited, 
within Lt& just bounds! — Thai constitution which 
admits of a power without a check, admits of a tyr- 
anny : And that people, who are not always on their 
guard, to make use of the rcmccjy o( the constitution, 
when there is one, to restrain all kinds of power, and 
especially the military, from growing exorbitant, 
must blame themselves for the mischief that may 
befall them in consequence of their inattention : Or 
if ihey do not reflect on their own foUy^ their pos- 
terity will surely curse them, for entailing upon them 
chains and slavery. 

I am led to these reflections from the appearance 
of the preM^nt times; when one wou'd be apt to 
think, tl^ere was like to be a speedy change of the 
civil, for a military govemment in this province No 
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one I believe can he at a loss to know, by whose in- 
fluence, or with what inteiitiuns, the troops destin'd 
for the defence of the colonies, have been drawn off, 
so many of them, from their important station±i, and 
poHted In this town. Whether they are to be cof** 
sider'd as marching troops, or a standing army, will 
be better determined, when the minister who has 
thus dispos'd of ihcm, or G. B d, or the Commis- 
sioners of the customs, if he or they sent for them, 
shall explain the matter; as they who did fiend for 
them. assurt:dly will, to Britain and America- 1 dare 
challrn^f- ihrin, or any olhf-rs Co prove that there 
was the lea.'^t necessity for them here, for the pro- 
fesa'd purpose of their coming, namely to prevent 
or subdue rcbcU and traitors: I will further ven- 
ture to affirm, that he must be cither a knave or 
a fool, if he has any tolerable acquaintance with the 
people of this town and province, nay. that he must 
be a traitor himself who asserts it. I know very well, 
that the whole continent of America is charged by 
some designing men with treason and rebellion, for 
vindicating their constitutional and natural rights: 
But I must tf^ll these men on both sides the atlantic, 
that no other force but that of reason & sound argu- 
ment on their part, of which we have hitherto seen 
but precious littir, will prev^iil upon us, to relinqui^i 
our righleoufi claim >— Military power is by no means 
calculated to convince the understanding-^ of men: 
It may in another part of the world, affright women 
and children, and perhaps some weak men out of 
their senses, but will never awe a sensible American 
tamely to surrender his libcrt)\ — Among the brutal 
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herd the strongest horns are the strongest laws ; and 
skvcs, who arc always to be rank'd among the ser- 
vile brutes, may cringe, under a tyrant's brow: Bui 
to a reasonable being, one I mean who acts mi to his 
reason, th^rc is nothing in military atchievemenc. any 
more than in knight crrantr>-. so terrifying as to in- 
duce him to jjarl with the choicest gift that Heaven 
bestows on man- 
But whatever may be the design of this military 
appearance; whatever use some persons may intend 
and expect to make of it : This we all know, and 
every child in the street is taught to know it; that 
while a people retain a just sense of Liberty, as 
blessed be God, this people yet do, the indolence of 
power will for ever be despised ; and that in a citj*, 
in the midst of civil society, especially in a time of 
peace, soldiers of all ranks, like all other men. arc to 
be protected, govem'd, restrain'd, rewarded or pun- 
ished by the Law of the Land. 

ViNDEX. 



ARTtCLR Sir.NKJ) '^ C'ANDIDUS, 

Can'didus informs the Public, that the Reason he 
has not as yet favored them with the genuine history 
of Shan ap Aforgan SAfnt/^yrmn of Walts^ is the great 
difficulty he finds in ascertaining the true gentalogy kA 
that Gentleman ; being thoroughly sensible of the 
absolute necessitj' of a vcr>' nice scrutiny in this par* 
ticular; the Gentlemen of that Country being always 
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very tenacious *>f their Peiigry : but makes not the 
legist doubt he sh^l be able to publish it with $ame 
very curious anecdotes to the satisfaction of both 
Skan ap Af organ SAfttilcfnan of IVaUs^ and the pubHc, 
in a very Itltle time. 



ARTICLE SIGNED "VINDEX," 



{B*il*m CtwflU, DMHA^ff 19, 176CJ 

To THE PRINTKHS, 

The raising and keeping a standing army within 
the kingdom, in a time of peace, unless it be with the 
consent of Parhament. is Against Law. This is a 
declanition of the Right of every British subject, 
solemnly recognized by the parliament^ immediately 
after the glorious revolution by William the third. 
It stands recorded, as one of the hrat things done, 
after that friend to the common Rights of mankind, 
that great deliverer of the nation from popery and 
slavery, and his royal consort were fixed on the 
throAC: When the constitutiun was again restored 
and settled on il« own basis, which indeed is the only 
true basis of all government, the laws of Cod and 
nature* For government is an ordinance of Heaven, 
designed by the all-benevolent Creator, for the genersd 
happiness of his rational creature, man. 

The consent of parliament necessarily implies the 
consent of the people: For the people arc always 
present in parliament by themselves or their r^re- 
sentatives. I know very well, that some of the late 
contenders for a nght in the British parliament to 



»:o 



THM WRITINGS OF 



[x-jtt 



the Americans, who are not and cannot be rcprc* 
sented there, have denied this; When pressed with 
that fundamental principle of nature and the con- 
*«titu1ion, \\\i\\ wh^l is a nijiii's own, is absolutely \\\% 
own, and chat no man can have a right to take it 
from him without his consent, they have a]Icg:'d & 
would (ain have us believe, that by far the greater 
part of the people in Britain, arc excluded the Right 
of chusing their representatives and yet are taxed ; 
and therefore that they arc taxed without their con- 
sent Had not this Joctrine hecn repeatedly urged, 
I should have thought the bare inentioning i: would 
have openeil the eyes of the people there, to have 
seen where their pretended advocates were leading 
them: That in order to establish a right in the 
people in England to enslave the colonists, under a 
plausible sheiA- of great zeal for the honor of the 
nation, they are driven to a hold assertion at all 
adventures, that truly the greater pari of the nation 
are themselves subject to the same yoke of bondage* 
What else is it but saying that the greater part of the 
people in Britain arc slaves? For if the fruit of all 
their toil and industry, depends upon so precarious a 
tenure, as the will of a few. what security have they 
for the utmost farthing? What arc thcy» but slaves, 
delving with the sweat of their brows, not for the 
benefit of themselves, but their masters? After all 
the fine things that have been said of the British con- 
stitution, and the boasted freedom and happiness of 
the subjects who live under it, will they thank these 
modern writers, these zealous assertory of the honor 
of the nation, (or reducing iheni to a state, inferior 
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to that of indented servants, who generally contract 
for a maintenance at least, for tlidr labor. 

Wiiatcv<?r air of significance these fjcntlemcn may 
put on, tlieir assertion, made with &i> much seeming 
graviiy. I lielit'Vf^ when examint^l. will ^jiptfar to Ije 
without the least foundation in reason : It ts against 
the plain and obvious nilc of equity, ^vhc^eby the 
induHtrini^s man i^ intitlcd to the fruits of his indiiv 
tiy : !t weakens the best cement of society, as it 
renders all property precarious : And it destroys the 
vef)* end for which alone men can be supposed to 
submit to civil government, which is not for the saltc 
of exalting one man, ora few men, above their equals, 
that tlicy may be maintained in splendour and great- 
ness : but that each individual, under the joint protec- 
tion of the whole community, may be the Lord of his 
own possession, and sit securely under his own vine. 
The asscrtionp that the greater part of the people of 
England are excluded a representation of their own 
free election, is so far from bein^; the truth, that the 
contrary is indisputably evident from the whole tenor 
of tile common law, and divers acts of Parliament, 
recognising & confinning the same ; wherein it i* ex- 
pressly declared, that every individual within the 
realm, is present in parliament, in person, or by a 
representative of his own free election. If any one 
should doubt of the truth of a proposition so much 
contended for, as well as gloried in, by ever)' sensible 
Briton. I would refer him to my Lord Coke, 2 Inst, 
for his satisfaction. — If then, one e&sencial part of 
the parliament consists of the representatives of the 
whole commonalty of Britain, chosen by themselves, it 
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follovrs, that the consent of the Parliament impttcs the 
consent of the body of tlie people : Unless that hody 
should themselves ovii of door^ agr«. that thdr rep- 
rcsontatives had materially mistaken their true senti- 
ments or otherwise misrepresented them. Hence 
appears ihe secunt)- derived from the British consti- 
tucion to the British subjects: Each of whom being 
a constituent part of the public, enjoys his natural 
unalienable right of offering the whole force of his 
reason, foror against any public measure: And as the 
raising and posting a standing army among ihcm, is, 
in many respects, inconvenient, and always dangerous 
to civil liberty, the people have an indefeasible right 
to judge of its necessity : And therefore it is an es- 
tiiblished point, that it never can be done, consistent 
with the law and the constitution, in a time of peace, 
unless the body of the people, by their representatives 
in parliament, shall judge it to be necessary or con* 
vcnicnt. and accordingly Consent To It- 

VlHDEX, 



ARTICLE SIGNED " VINDEX. 

Torn 11 Printeks. 

A Standing Army, isan army rais d, and kept within 
the community, to defend it against any sudden 
attacks.^If it be ask'd who is to judge, when the com- 
munity is in danger of such attacks ? one would natu- 
rally answer, The community itself: For who can 
be more proper judges of itthanthey^forwhose safety 
alone, and at whose cxpcnce alone, they are kept and 



t7^«J 



SAMUEL AnAMS. 



^n 



I 



maintained. The people, while they enjoy the bless* 
ings of freedom, and ihe security of their property, 
are generally e^ly enough tn their appreliension of 
common danger ; especially when it is so threatening 
as to require the military aid : And iheir judgment of 
the necessity or expediency of a standing army, is 
generally, at least as honest, as that of their superiors. 
Indeed, in arbitrary governments, and alas, how few 
are there in the world, that arc not so ! the people* 
give up tlie power of judging in this matter, as well 
as in all other matters of public concern, to their gov- 
rrnors ; who always sooner or later, instead of govern- 
ors, make themselves their masters and tyrants, and 
even their executioncni : And this change is com- 
monly bro't on by the means of standing armies. 
But in free governments, the people hav<r an influ- 
ence in publick affairs ; and they always will, so far at 
least as to prevent their being ruin'd, by the avarice, 
ambition, humour, caprice, or violence, of one man or 
a few men, whose interest it may be to ruin them. 
Thankfi be to Heaven, the government of Great- 
Britain has still its proportion of a democracy: The 
people have their share in the legislature, and no law 
can be made» nor any publick measures taken, which 
can affect their interest, without their consent 

It isan undeniable truth, tliata*vtanding army never 
can be raised and kept within the kingdom, in a time 
of peace, consistent with the constitution, without the 
consent of the people, by their representatives in 
parliament : If it should be enquired, whether tlie 
Americans ever did or ever could consent in parlia- 
ment to the raising and keeping a standing array 
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among them ; the question may be solv'd, when it is 
decermin'd whether they ever did or ever could con- 
sent in parliament, to the acts for raising a revenue 
upon paper, glass, tea, molasses and otherarlirl^'^ im* 
ported, or to the late stamp act : And upon this de- 
cision also, diverse other questions may be determin'd ; 
such as, whether the Americans arc entitled to such 
of the rights of the British constitution as arc founded 
in nature and reason ? Whether they have ever for- 
feited those rights? Or whether they are unright- 
eously invfided ? 

I have heard it said, that iliese troops are marchinj:; 
troops, and therefore they cannot be called standing 
armies; which to be sure is arguing very conclusively, 
for thcr(? is, in some respects, a manifr^t difference 
between them. Their marchings and countcrmarch- 
ings, have hitherto been inexplicable to many persons 
of a common understanding; and were it a time of 
war, one might expect lo see or hear of some notable 
display of military' skill and valor very soon : But as 
it is at present a time of profound peace, we ought 
not in reason to entertain thoughts of that kind ; es* 
pecially as the troops arc drawn in from :he outposts, 
where, if at all, there can be any prospect of an attack 
from the enemy : We must therefore be content to 
wait a little longer ; when without doubt we shall bear 
the present measures accounted for, from the con- 
summate wisdom and pohcy of the American depart* 
ment, to the honor of the Brittsh nation, and 
astonishment of all Europe, 

The British paHiament, with an entire and 
grounded confidence in the best o( Kings, have 
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seated to tKe raising and keeping a considerable 
standing army in this time of pence: And it Ls the 
prerogative of the crown to march this army into 
any part of the dominions. The prerogative is a 
power vested in the crown by the constitution, for 
the safely of the people : And it ie a power, which 
is never to be exerted, but when the safely of the 
people requires it: So wise and gracious n prince 
as now fills the ihrone. we ni'iy rely ii[Jon if, will 
never exercise that power to the injury of his sub- 
jects. The lime has been, in former reigns, when 
such a confidence would have been abused, and such 
an army made use uf, not lo defend ihe nation, but 
to destroy its liberties, — A part of this army is dc- 
sign'd for the protection and defence of the colonics ; 
the new-conquered provinces nii^y tiftnl that pro- 
teciion and defence, and our brethren and fellow sub- 
jects in Halifax, it is said, are uneasy without troops ; 
We may safely depend on the wisdom and goodness 
of his present Majesty, thai those troops will always 
be employed strictly for that purpose : But as the 
Americans arc so unfortunate as to have no voice in 
tlie raising and disposing of troops for the defence of 
America, and especially as they are at so grezt a dis- 
tance from the throne ; the time may come, in some 
future reign, when a favourite minister may gain 
such an ascendency over his master, as to have it in 
his power to trifle with the royal prero$;ativc ; at 
least to dispose of the army in America as he pleases : 
With an air of sovereignty, he may dismantle gar- 
risons, remove tl>e iroop* from those stations where 
alone the service of the public may call for them, and 
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4i<der tbem to be marched into the very heart of well 
settled provinces, and quartered even in cities in a 
time of profouod peace ; thrrr to errct standing ar- 
mies, or at least to maintain such a military force, as 
he may think sufficient to awe the civil authority, aad 
aibdue the people of America to his schemes ol arb^ 
trary and d<^spotic power. 

But if these troops arc marching troops, that is, if 
they are only marching thro' this town to the frontier 
garri»oa\ the places of their destination, how is it 
that we are told by some who I belie\*e are in the 
secret, that they are ordered here to suppress riots 
and tumults? This 1 should think has rather the 
appearance of a standing army, designed to be es- 
tablished tn the pro\'inc<L It is said that they have 
strict orders ** to preserve the peace " : Arc then the 
military gentlemen constituted the conscr\-ators of 
the peace in a civil government ? No, but they are 
"to act under the civil ms^strate/' and this is said 

to be the declaration of lord H h ^ himself : Has 

h't& lordship tht'n he^n told, and does he believe it, 
that the civil magistrates of the province have been 
deserted by the people, their only constitutional ^d, 
in the logal exercise of power, and that a military 
force is become necessary to support the King's 
authority in it? If he has, he has been egrcgi^usly 
deceived, and the people have been grossly abused : 
His Majesty's council of the pruvince, who must be 
allowed co be ^t least impartial judges, have declared 
othcrwbc, — But further, ^'as much lenit)" will be 
shown to the people" by these troops acting under 
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tho civil magistrate "as the nature of things will ad- 
mit " ; This is the insulting language of the enemies, 
and it h ailopted b/ the weak friends of America: 
So then we are deemed delinquents, but thro' his 
l-d'h-p*s favor the subjects of lenity. Who, that has 
a spirit of resentment can read their letters witliout 
indignation and contempt? Which serve more and 
more to evince the truth, that we have been repre- 
sented to the nation as seditious, disloyal and even 
upon the ver)' eve of r^elllon 1 I expect to be told, 
in the stile of the officer in the navy^ who it is said 
writes to his friend in Philadelphia, that "the Uos^ 
tonians have behaved in a most haughty manner 
and have flown in the face of the mother country." 
This is the coEnmon place language of the whole 
party : But 1 challenge them all to show a single in- 
stance of the conduct of the town of Boston, that is 
not fully consistent with the character thc>* justly 
bear; as a people of unspotted loyalty to their 
sovereign, m well as tenacious of those sacred rights 
and liberties wherewith God hath made them free. 

It is not my present purpose, to confute the fdse 
representations that have been made of the people 
of this town and |>rf»vin(:<-, \\m\ indeeil nf all America, 
to induce such extraordinary measures, I will appeal 
to the consciences of all those who have made them. 
if tiidr consciences arc not already seared, as with a 
red hot iron, that they are scandalous, false and to 
the greatest degree malicious : Before sucli ineaft* 
Tires were taken it behoved tlie m — r' to enquire, and 
a faithful m — r would have thoro'ly & im|>artially 
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enquired, whether such representations were true or 
fabe : Surtrly a continent of subjcctT^. who have al* 
ways Iwen loyat as well as brave ; wliu have in recent 
instances during the late wan distinguished their 
loyalty, and their affection to the mother country by 
their bravery, are not to be treated as rebels, till they 
are proved to be so : And I humbly presume, that a 
matter of this nature and importance ought not to 
rest on the bare ipse dixit of a man, who from his 
first coming into America, has proved himself the 
greatest enemy to :he people in it, by open repeated 
slander to their faces, as well as private malice — 
Thr lime will, I hope, before long come, when the 
mist chat has been cast over the eyes of Britain, will 
be dispersed as with the light & heat of the sun: 
Then she will clearly see into tlw^ base art that has 
been used to deceive and ruin her, and will resent it 
to the confusion of all those who have used it. 

ViNDex. 



ARTICLE ^ICXED "CAl<fD]DUS. 

Magxa est Veritas rt prevai r-Rrr, 

Having determined (from my first publication} 
not to deviate from the strictest rules of impartiality, 
during my scrutinij^ing into llie individuals tliat con- 
stitute the A n B d of C s ; 1 to my very 

great mortification find it utterly impos^ble to pro- 
ceed with the history of Mr, (Shan ap Morgan 

Shentleman of Wales) as high up a<4 his Birth »nd 
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Parentage, which was what [ proposed lo have clone, 
had It been attainable: I must indeed own 1 have 
been led into a very gross error on his account; 

taking it for grantc^d thai Mr. (Shan ap Morgan) 

in conformicy to the ancient & modern us^^e of his 
countrymen, had brought his Pctigry with him, an 
instance never b<^ing known (before this) in (he 
annaU of Europe of any Wt^lshmans quitting his 
country, without at least a Portmanteau full of the 
Pctigry of his I-'aniily ; which <by way of abridgment) 
seldom fails nmnin^ up as far as Owen Tudor. — 
Indeed I have been informed by a very worthy 
Welsh Gentleman now in this town, that the better 
sort never travel with less than (ift<:cn hundred vol- 
umes in folio; but un fori una tely for me at this crit- 
ical juncture, I find that Mn — - (Shan ap Morgan 
Shcntleman of Wales) set out from Mongomcryshirc 
without a single sheet of his: — Whether this was 
owing to an accidental fire that destroyed the Man* 
sion-housc (and of consequence the records of the 
family, for the largest and best room in the house is 
always set apart for thai purpose) or that the Rats 
destroyed them for wane of better food ; or whether 
they ever had any existancc. 1 know not ; — let that 
he as !t may, 1 am under the disagreeable necessity 
of skipping over the geneological pare of this Gentle* 
man*3 histor)- as nimbly as the briskest native of 
Wales over its most rugged mountains, in order to 
arrive at the critical period of his being hired (by a 
Welsh Attorney) as a hackney boy to write Warrants 
& learn to read Acts of Parliament 

As impartiality is the darling 1 have adopted, I 
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should have been vaittly h^ippy lo have had k in my 
power to trace this Gentleman up to the Tudorsor 
Winns: but as thjit (upon my plan) is totally mad* 
missiblr; I must content myself with finding him em- 
ployed as before recited with his Welsh Attorney ; 
who after taking an infinity of pains to iostnict him 
so as to enable him to read Acts of Parhainent and 
copy Warrants tolerably well, found to his uniipeak- 

nb!c disappointment that Mr (Shan ap Morgan) 

grew very talkAti^^e; opinionated; ^nd intolerably 
ignorant and wrong-hc-aded ; so much so, that he was 
very glad to dismiss him at the end of five months 
with a hearty drubbing : the impression of which 
(some say) he h;is never got the brttcr of to this 

day. Immediately after his dlsmis^sion Mr »{Shan 

ap Morgan) travell'd up to London and lived there 
some time (1 can't say how long) a^ other Gentle- 
men do, upon his means: some say he plyed with 
his countrymen in the Sedan way (but I do not aver 
this for truth) — The next thing we know of him, is 
his advertising at the New England Coffee-house in 
order to get a berth as Clerk to any skipper bound to 
the coast of Guinea that would plea!;e to ship him- — 

Here again unluckily, I must lose sight of Mr 

(Shan ap Morgan Sh^nileiuan of Wak*s) 'till his 
embarkation for America with a very worthy country^ 
man of his (as an Ofhccr in the Revenue) who 
tlirough good nature, and the utmost humanity, 
smuggled him and what baggage he had (exclusive 
of hb Petigr^') on board ship, in order to prevent 
both from falling into the hands of the Philistians. 
On his first arrival, to my knowledge^ he had at 
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least the ;LppeAranc& of much humility; tho' it was 
observed at the same time that he looked ^vild and 

infused ; — however Mr. (Shan ap Morgan) in a 

sry litllc lime waxed fat and kicked his five 

months instruction from his Mongomcryshire, At- 
torney, began now to break out ; he thought it im- 
possible that the people of N 1, of which place he 

was C" r (undt^ a verj' iitvtjre nd<;r) could know 

any thing of Acts of Parliament, or any other kind 
of literature — and in short, in a very little time Mr 

(Shan ap Morgan Shcntlenian of Wales) turned 

out a very tyrant; harrasscd ihe merchants out of 
their lives, with a continual unintelligible jargon 
about Acts of Trade, and false quotations; — grew 
fat ; — began to dress well ; and carry a great air of 
importance — nay began to fortune hunt — but without 

success And here I shall quit him at present, to 

assure? my readers, that I esteem the liberty of the 
press (within its proper limits) as the greatest bless- 
ing to the good, and the severest scourge to the 
licentious, and in no other manner will I ever use rt ; 
having a thorough detestation to licentiousness gf all 
denominations; nor shall threats from men in power, 
or any mean underhand methods of revenge pre- 
vent me from exposing the abuse of ^^\\t power put 
into their hands, — In time I will shew the conduce of 
these men in proper colours, chusing to finish with 
them as individuals before i take notice of their 
publick conduct in a particular manner 

C\ND1DUS. 
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ARTICLE SIGNED " T. Z. " 



\S9tin GiOffff, Jtnutry 9, 17<^] 

Messiittrs Edes & Gua^ 

iTseems to be generally agreed, that eveay man 
10 is taxed has a right to be present in person or 
by AtJ own representative, in the body that taxes hitn ; 
or a^j I.ord Cambdcn has expressed it, that *' taxation 
and representation are infieparabic" A man's prop- 
erly is the rruit of his industry; and if it may betaken 
from him under any pretence whatever, at the will of 
another, he cannot be said to be /ree» for he labors 
like a bond slave> not for himself, but for another : 
Or supposing his property comes by inheritance or 
free gift* it is absolutely Iiis own, and it cannot rightly 
be uken from htm without his consent. This I cake to 
be the commonly received opinion, concerning liberty, 
as jl regards taxation : And it i:* moreover generally 
understood, that upon ihU opinion the very being of 
a /ra government depends. The writer who signs 
Z. T. in the two last Evening- Posts, thinks it very 
hard that "he and others shoidd be treated with 
sneers and ridicule, and as enemies of their country 
for not falling in with the commonly received opinion 
of liberty and taxation '* ; but till he makes it appear 
that it is not a just and very important opinion, he has 
no reason for his complaint. 

He tells us that in the year 1764. "it was proposed 
in Parliament to tax the colonies for the charge of 
their government and defence "; and intimates the rea- 
son " The nation being then more than 140 millions 
in debt: which was above 60 millions more than it was 
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l1ie last wan" — I would ask litis genlleinan, whether 
the old settled colonies, or particularly whetlier this 
province cvcrput the nation toa farthing 3 expenc« for 
its government or defenc*^, (rem the first scttlcmnntof 
it to this day ? 1 f he can prove it ever did, he will do 
that which no one has been able to do before ; but if 
he cannot, and 1 presume he cannot, the reason he 
offers wliy the colf^nies or particularly ^vhy this prov- 
ince, should be obliijed to pay any pan of the na- 
tional debt, is of no validity: But he seems to be 
aware of this himself; and therefore advances another 
reason why it was propos'd that the parliament should 
tax America, viz. to defend the conquered provinces 
"which ought not to be left without troops," And it 
was not reasonable that, '* Engliind after having run 
so deeply in debt for acquiring them, should now tax 
itself for the maintenance of them/' But did Eng- 
land alone run deeply in debt in conquering the 
French in America? Did not the colonics bear a 
great share in the expence of it? Undoubtedly: 
Why then should not England tax herself at least for 
a part of the maintenance of them ? Because " great 
stability and security was given thereby to all the 
American governments." Was Canada conquered 
then only for the sake of giving stability and security 
to the American governments? Had Great Britain 
no view to her own profit ? to the advancement of her 
own glory, the increase of her trade, and the enlarge- 
ment of her empire ? Has she not the sole advantage 
of the trade, and the immense tracts of land which the 
colonies helped her to conquer ? And is it a sufficient 
reason why they should pay the whole expcncc of 
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Hef^ndinjj these acquisitions, because stability and se* 
curity was given to them by means of the conquest, 
after they had pushed iheir settlements to the infinite 
advantage of the mother country, at their own ex- 
pence and in c<HitinuaI wars with the French and In- 
dian enemies some or them for a century and a half! 
— But the plan is laid : '' 10.000 troops must be kept 
up ill Ann^rif-A," the diarge of Hum only computed at 
^250,000. and the charge of troops and government, 
/350,ooo per annum, and— " considering the distress 
of the nation, none could expect to prevail against a 
lax on the coIonicSv'* And further — " all that Mr, 
Grenville desired was, that America would bear the 
charge of its own cjovcrnmcnt and defence/' In pur- 
suance of this pl.in, the stamp act. he tells us, pass'd 
the house of commons; buc"in complat&ance to the 
colonies, and as Mr Grenville expressed it, to consult 
their case, quiet and good-will, it was hung up till 
the next year, to give them the opportunity to pass It 
themselves or some other equivalent" This then was 
the state of the case; the house of commons was rc- 
solv'd to propose to the colonies, that they should tax 
themselves ^350,000 sterlinj^ a year for the main* 
tenance of 10,000 troops to be kept up in America, and 
for the support of their own government, (which they 
had always before honorably supported) or thej- would 
lax them by the passing of the stamp act : And our 
writer, by way of question, expresses his surprise that 
instead of " considering the distress of Che nation, and 
llie/W/jww of the demand^ the legality of their right 
to tax us was disputed, and we proceeded boldly to 
assort what we tailed our liberties." But he ought to 
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have shown that the colonies could be satd to he free 
in either case propos'd, or in the one more than in the 
other; and until he does this, he cannot reasonably 
find fault with them for thinking the proposed &lter* 
native a just occasion to awaken their attention, & 
that it was high time for them boldly to assert what 
thty knew to be their indefeasible right, viz, to grant 
their aid with a free consent & without constraint I 
never yet heard it said, that a man who had his purse 
demanded of him by a superior power, acted /reffy, 
iho' he delivered it with his vwk hand, instead of 
waiting for it to be taken from him by force : His will 
and consent certainly cannot be at all concerned in the 
matter. 

Our writer tells u!4 that the " stamp-act being hung 
up (in Its stale of 3 bill) for a year, might have fav- 
oured us with time to plead our cause, and he doubts 
not but we might have been freed from the greatest 
pan of those ch;ir}!;e«"; BtJt does he not consider, 
that in pUading our cause, as he terms it, we im- 
plicitly put it in the power o( other* to be the judges 
whether they shall tax us without our consent ; for I 
do not find among the pleadings which he would 
have had us to make, tl>crc is any thing that looks 
like a saving of our right. And supposing that after 
having pleaded our cause, in the manner in which he 
would have had us to have done it, we should not 
have prevailed upon tliem to have receded from their 
purpose of taxirg U4 if we did not tax ourM^lve^; 
would they not have done it with a much better 
grace, and told us that we ought not surely to com^ 
plain, since in pleading our cause before them, we 
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Ipft tt lo their sole judgmt^nt and decision, whether 
they had not the right to tax us, or which is the same 
thing, oblige us to lax ourselves, and they had 
dctcnmincd that they had the right. This it must be 
tiwn'd would have afforded a happy precedent for all 
futurity. 

Hut this matter it seems was already determined ; 
for h^ telts us that "the parliament previous to the 
repeal resolved that they had a right 10 tax us" ; If 
his inference is, diat they really had the right, 
because they nsolv'd that they had. I shall only say. 
that his reasoning is miich like that of a late letter 
writer from London, whose wonderful performance; 
if 1 mistake not, was inserted in all our news papers, 
who says that "when an act of parliament is OTKe 
pass'd, it becomes a part of the constitution." Thii 
1 confess, at once shuts the mouths of all Americans 
from complaining of revenue acts, or any other acts 
of parliament as ufu:ofi-i(itu(kmal : for what is an 
essential part of the constitution. I think, cannot be 
unconstitutional. 

Our writer intimates very strongly, that the repeal 
of the stamp acl was a matter of Jailor rather than 
justice to the colonies — that the act itself was ifu 
discipline of a tender attd prudent parent — that the 
colonies in opposing it. discover the symptoms 0/ diS' 
iractiem — that the repeal was derogatory to the honor 
of tlu parliament, but it was done to give the colo- 
nics time to come to reason — that instead of this, 
their obstinate temper, manifested by assuming and 
insulting airs, has made troops necessary for the 
order of society : All which no doubt entitles him to 
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rii — I' favor, wilh a pension of two hundred a year, or 
dt least a place under the right worahipfal the 

American h d of C — m — rs. 

After all, he acknowledges that "there is a great 
deal of justice and propriety in the case, that the sub- 
jects taxed should give their consent by their repre- 
sentatives" ; but he fears that if our plea inlands good, 
that the parliament cannot tax us now, it will hold 
good at another ihtu ; and therefore he would have 
had us, against the time to come, when he supposes 
we may " become equal to a fourth part of the whole '\ 
to acknowledge chat they had the right to tax us, 
whenever we should rtfuse i& tax ourselvts^ for such 
sums as they shall think proper lo demand of us ; 
and if the matter had been " thus stated and pleaded 
in a public manner", he apprehends, "it would have 
influenced U\e people in the colonies to have made a 
different choice of persons to represent them", and 
things would have taken a different turn. Perhaps 
it would have pleased this writer if they had chosen 
persons who would have given up the whole dispute 
about the right ; for 1 cannot see that there is any 
difference^ with regard to the right in question, be- 
tween the Americans consenting forever lierrafter lo 
lax themselves such sums as the parliament of Great 
Britain shall apportion them to pay* and their con- 
senting that the parliament shall tax them as welt as 
apportion the sum: The mode of taxation in the 
one case, might have been allowed to the Americans^ 
and that is generally allow'd even to an enemy in 
the case of miliiary cantrthutiim; but the right of 
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consenting to the taxation itself would be given up ; 
and in that case would not the colonics be tributary 
to the people of O real- Britain, instead of fdlow 
subjects, co-etjual in dignity and freedom. 

Our writer says, that '* if such grants arnl privileges 
as arc pleaded by the Colonists, (such as Charters^ 
&c) may ever exempt ihcm from paying such a pro- 
portion of ta^es, it must be concluded that the em- 
pire is founded on unjust principles, which needs a 
reform, in order to make an equality among the iub^ 
jccL" — But he seems to be too apt to forget that 
the rights of nature, as well as the constitution of 
Great- Britain, exempts the subjects from paying any 
monf^y <kt all, upon any account, without their con- 
sent. This is one of the principles upon which the 
British empire is founded^ and lias stood firmly lor 
many ages : if this writer thinks it needs a reform to 
make an iqxtaliiy, surely his proposal that one part of 
the empire should consent thai the other should be 
the lords //■45r*rrW(?rj, has no tendency to promote an 
tqunliiy among the subjects — He tells us that 
formerly the Right of taxation was in the King only 
— I should have been glad if he had pointed us to 
that time — We know that Kings, even English 
Kings, have lost their crowns and their heads for 
assuming such a right. T Is true, this stranf^e claim 
has occasioned much contention, and it always will, 
as long as the people undf^i"stand the great charter of 
nature upon which Magna Charta itself is founded 
— No man c<3rt taie an^fhtrs pntperiy from kim 
without kis consent — This is the law of nature, and 
a violation 4)f it b the same thing whether it be dune 
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by one man who is called 3 King or by five hundred 
of another denomination. — He tells us that by 
Magna Charta & the Bill of Rights, "the King may 
lax his subjects with the consent of parliiuncnt" I 
deny il — The King never taxes his subjects — iHey 
grant him their aid of their own fret accord, and 
tax dicmseives in their ottftt mtnle. — Taxation is 
their own voluntary^ and if I ma)' be allow'd die 
expression, sovereign act — it is a gi/i of the people 
to the King — Indeed the law whereby each indi- 
vidual becomes obligM to pay his share of the sum 
which he lias consented to give to the Kin^, is the 
joint act of King, Lords and Commons. The people 
of Great-Britain .ire always in the parliament of 
Great-Rrit^iin by their representatives — therefore the 
consent of parliament is the consent of the people 
— but the people of America never were rcprc- 
-scntcd in the parliament of Great- Britain, conse- 
quently the consent of the commons of Great-Britain 
to tax them cannot be said to be their conscnL His 
conclusion therefore that our rights arc in no wise 
infring'd, because as he says we are t»xecl hy t/u Ktt^ 
with the con!;ent of the British parliament, admitting 
that it were 30, evidently (ails — This writer seems 
to be very zealous for the power of parliament, but 
to use his own words "cenainly ignorant of what it 
IS founded upon." 

Jn his conclusion he finds fault with the people for 
giving out "thai they will tlefend their liberties at 
the peril of their lives'*; he indeed says ic is the 
language of ^ party onfy^ but ] hope, nay i believe 
he iH miiitaken — I hoj^e it \% the resolutton of the 
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wkcU ^i>pU of America, ^ken called, to defend their 
libcrtkii at the peril of their lives — He talks very 
loosely and strangely of opposing the landing of the 
King's troops — a thing which ncA-er I suppose existed 
in the mind^ of any, but tho^ who wish'd for it. that 
they might have an occasion of justifying the repre- 
sentations they had made of this people as rebellious 
— However, he acknowledges that in some ca^ses^ 
'*if there had open'd any prospect of succeedinj; 
by opposition, he should have readily join'd in the 
cause of his country against such oppression " — Pray 
who joins now in the party who ^ive out that they 
will defend their libcrtia^ at the peril of thdr lives? 
— I suppose in this case he would have us to 
understand that he would have acted bofdlv and 
risqufd his life — but he says his opposition must be 
*' in case of unreasonable exertions of the power of 
parliament", of which he will ju<lgc for himself 
before he makes opposition ; and pray why will he 
not give others the like liberty ? but I would advise 
him and all others who talk after this manner if 
there be any besides him, to take care that the cause 
is just, upon which alone they may depend for 
success : and moreover lo be sure that this is the 
mind of the publick, without which they cannot 
flatter themselves with even a prospect of success. 
It is not likely however that he would have joined 
with all his countrymen against th< h&ard of commis^ 
sionrrs. for he declares his opinion that '* the true 
British spirit would have been lost, if the ministry 
had not exerted the power of the nation for thdr 
relief", when they had volufUarity, and to strve ike 
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turn. Immured themselves in Castle-William. 1 desire 
to know before 1 conclude, how long the ministry has 
had authority io exert ike pmver of (he woftirw— this I 
always tho't belonged to thr parlianient generally, ire 
some cases to the King, but 1 never heard that the 
power of the nation was left in the hands of the 
ministry, but so it is according to our writer, who 
would have looked upon the present exertions of 
power in America to be neither parliameniary^ nor 
legai, but merely mmisierial. The ministry he says 
has exerted the power of the nation, by which he 
must mean its military p&wer^ for the relief of the 
commis.'^ioners of the customs ; I suppose in his 
next he will acknowledge, wlidt I really believe to be 
true, that it was done by (heir ^peiiat appliiation. 



ARTICLB SIGNED "CANDIDUS. 
\BestrH Et^ming Pott. Jftnuary l6, 1769.! 
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As, n fant de I' Argent was the principle upon 
which Mr, — {SMan ap Morgan, Shentleman of 
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Woks) smuggled himself into America, he very soon 
found that a tyrannical and doggerel behaviour 
(back\i with A very insignificant smattering of the 
l^w) would by no means answer the great end be 
proposed to himself in the pecuniar)" way; — this 
single confitdcraticn wa.s fully sutTicient to induce htm 
speedily to alter his conduct — he therefore in a very 
tittle time made the %x^A.z^mcr0 ionvtHuni io tk* fi^pU, 
—m^ny £argves were suffered to be landed for proper 
considerations ; and others {Sy agre^men/) went 
through a prosrcnfion for the penalty of cnr hun^r^J 
pounds sUrling^ (or discharging their cargoes without 
reporting; one- third of which fell to his share:-* 
Such were the avenues thro' which Mr, — — -{SAitn 
ap Mcr^n) gallop'd in the lucrative way; insomuch 
that in the pUnitud^ cf his tmp&rfaKce {wh<n upon 
iks foriupu hunting scheme, which he very often 
attempted tlio' in vain) he assured the ladies and 
their friends, chat his employment was worth him 
twelve hundred pounds sUriing per ann. — and i am 
certain it was thought to be so lo hrm, In the /a/A 
he was then in ; tho* 1 am very well informed, by the 
number of ships belonging to that port, as well as by 
the accounts given by \\\^ predecessor and sueusjor^ 
it may be hunestly worth between four and five 
hundred pounds sterL and no more, — This difference, 
tho' vciy considerate, will not be wondered at, when 
I assure my readers, that the then fee for a vessel's 
enuring was from twelvt to (v^nty Joes — In this 

golden paik continued Mr, (Shan ap Morgan- 

Sh^ntUman of Wales) till /ear began to *>ut»trip 
avariee, and startle him by whispering in his ear, 
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what might happen — the question that then arose in 
his mind was, whnt step should be taken ; — there — 

there lay the poize ; — ^at last Mr. {Skan ap Mor- 

gttn) conceived a thought of writing home against 
the C 'Y in the severest terms ; not supposing it 
probable he should continue long there after such 
practices — the only difficulty that remained, was to 
know how :o draw up his AistortVa/ narrative ec^ual 
to the malevolence of his heurt ; and this, it is certain 
(with his want of ability) would have been a total 
bar lo his proceedings, had he not fortunately 
fitumbled on one K^npujy Sc&it (a man of some 
talents at drawing up papers) then wandering about 
this continent 

This representaiTon against the C -y accord- 
ingly went home; and t was well infonned by a 
Gentleman o( veracity (last ftummcr from London) 

who had seen it there, that Mr. (Shan ap Mor* 

gafi, Sh^tlentaN 0/ IVaUs) is by no means equal to 
such performance— I would be understood to mean. 
as io the ffiode net i/te maiier. — 

Affairs at home taking such an extraordinary turn 
as they did, thro' the impression of Verres and 

others, was a vcr>* lucky circumstance to Mr. 

(SAan ap Atargan) for the people were at that time 
ready to receive any unfavourable representation 
from this country; accordingly, those from this Gen^ 
tlcman made with a view to save himself Irom im- 
mediate perdition, built him up a chanicter. as a man 
that was really a good servant of the cr- — n ; and to 
his very great astonishment, in a little time, was 
tnfoniied he was appointt-^l a C- r ; ihwi coo at a 
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time when he daily expected to be called to account 
for his venal and corrupt conduct : Nay» I have been 

well assured by several of the 6rst people in N 1, 

that it was their firm opinion, from his appcanuKc 
and conduct, (a little before he heard of his new ap- 
pointment) that he was meditating his escape out of 

his M — sty's d ons, and I wiil be bold to say that 

this extraordinary appointment was as astonishing 
to those who were act^uainted with his venality as 
it was to him. 

Before I bring this gentleman on the carpet at 

B n, as a C r. I shall take the liberty to mco- 

lion one more very striking instance of his virtue, as 
a man, and greater thirst for the service of the r-v-e, 
as an officer. 

It is very well remembered that Mr. (Skan ap 

Afi^rgan) thro* a warmth of constitution, or rather 
from a desire to erect a character at the other side 
the water (at that critical juncture) made a violent 
attack upon the virtue of a very honest inhabitant's 

daughter at N- 1. the consequence of which he 

very well knew would give him a sanciion to fly on 

board his M sty's ship, then in that harbour— 

(the temper of the people being rather inflamed by 
the contest about the stamp-act) the event termi- 
nated as he could wish : threats ran high against hun. 
which he was determined to cake the advantage of, and 
accordingly fled on board the K— g's ship, taking 
care immediately afterio acquaint his superior officer, 

and the B d of C s. that the persecution of 

the people (for merely doing his duty with strictness 
& fidelity) had drove him on board the K—g's ship 
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in order to save his life — If thU is not as true as the 
rest of my strictures (which I dare :«ay he will not 
venture to contradict) let him confront it. 

Mr. (^Shan ap Morgati*s) first arrival at 

B n, and his particular conduct upon entering 
into his important office, shall be deferred to another 
opportunity. 

The next thought that siruck him (after getting 
his brethren blindly noosed to his purpose) was to 

endeavour to soften the resentment of the R d- 

Isl rs, — Nothing, that we he,ir of, has been done 

to, or said of, that p-rt, since his new appointment, 
but every thing kept quiet f€^t£i seme skouid sfucaA* 

— I remember very well, during the C s ezcursitm 

to C — St — e W m, to have seen a paragraph in 

the newspapers, mentioning somebody's intention of 

collecting a lat^e number of depositions in R d- 

I d governmenc, in order to send home against 

Mr {Shan ap Morgan) which alarmed him to 

such a degree, that notwithstanding his cnttcal sit- 
uation ;*l the c — st — e {as ths world \oas iArtt vtatir to 
Mievi) this Gentleman and a Viry us*/ul pers^^n 
much suited to do Jiriy wcrjk for any that would em- 
ploy him (1 think he was called the Jtam Cat) set 
out, as was pretended, for the eastern part of this 
province, but bdng quite strangers to the counlrj-. 
and much greater to the points of the compass, they 

Jirriunalffy ior Mr. {S^m afi Morgan) arrived 

at Pr — d — ce in R d-I d government, where 

it's universally known they cut a verj' rtspictcM^ fig- 
ure ; and for that time put a scop to the €Xpcrlaim^ 
of the mi&iA^ dtpotithns. — But when] those people 
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shall come to know the parttcularfi of Mr {Shan 

4tp Morgan's) representations home agaiaU them 
(wiuA procmui him his new appoinlnuKi) I should 
uiiaginc the mt wit! 6t Ui out *>/ the bag ; e&]MxiaUy if 
G — ' — t will make it safe for the briber to discover 
the bribed ; (or the Gentleman who read those rcpre- 
scnlatlors in London last summtr, assured mc it was 
impossible to conceive them in morc/a/se^ ft^/i-Arrfand 
injurious colours. 

I must onct! more declarr that my motive lor un- 
dert:ilctnfj^ the disagreeable tasic of brln^^in); Uie 
public and private character!* of those Gentlemen 
upon the carpel does not proceed from a motive of 
private pique or resentment ; but in order to make 
It appear that they arc by no means proper persons 
to be intrusted with the very important employ thej- 

now sustain ; to the prejudice of the m r c try. 

and the backwardinj^ the views of adm— si — n. — 1 
must own I have been grieved to think that the char- 
acters and conduct of those Gentlemen {CiiarUs 
froth, Iis^: itnd Afr. Siuin af> Afurgan in pi^rticular) 
have been such as not to admit of their being created 
with that respect and attention their employments 
entitles ih^m to : Nor have' I the least doubt refrain- 
ing, had proper and respectable m<^n filled their 
places, that adm — st — n would have been free from 
the many embarrassments that at present procure 
them so much trouble and uneasiness ; — I must take 
the liberty to say, that had his Majesc/s dominion* 
been searched to find out men more thoroughly dis- 
gusting to his American subjects (from the knowl- 
edge they have of tlieir venal conduct) they could 
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not have beea found but in thos4? vrry persons: 
Not that I would have it ima^ned, upon any ac- 
count, that [ mean to throw the least slur on the 
intention of adm — s — n; but that this unfrirtunate 
choice must have arisen from a want of knowing 
the individuals that have pestered them with appli- 
cations from this side the water for employments, 
at the expence of truth and honour; the distance 
between this continent and the mother countrj- ren- 
dering the characters of men and things vcty uncer- 
tain, and of consequencT! for the most part fallacious. 

Ca-vcjidus. 
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I Cannot forbear making a few observations on the 
curious and laboured account of the sentiments o( the 
British yovernmt^nt, and the debates in the house of 
Commons on American afTairs given in the Court 
Gazette of Thursday last. What pains are taken to 
make us believe contrary to the latest and most au- 
thentic advices from home, that the affairs of America 
in general, and particularly of this province, arc in a 
situation almost desperate, only because a few amonjc 
uft have done every thin^ in their power to make tliem 
so, and cannot endure the thoughts of not having 
their own prophecies fulfilled* their misrepresentn- 
tions successful, and their ni;iIf:voleiice gratifie*!. — It 

I seems that of late administration ha^ not only adopted 
implicitly the accounts of facts, but the reasonings 
upon them, and even governmental measures, as they 
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havp Iiecn ^tatrxl, and stiggested hy a few of its serv- 
aots on this side che water : Hence the embarrass- 
ments of the ministry, and the perplexity of the 
nation, from thf* unnatural contest wirh the. colonies, 
al a season when the circumstances of Europe require 
the roost perfect union at home^ to give weight to 
our negotiations, and awe to those who might wish to 
disturb our repose. 

The tenor of his Majesty's speech at the opening 
of parliament, as it respects America, is easily ac* 
counted for. from ihe Budget whicli abojt that time 
was received from hente. The Ministrj^ seem'd to 
believe, at the first opening of the Budget, that the 
proceedings of a certain town in America, were not 
only to the highest d*!grtrc seditious, but nothing 
short of treason itself; and that they had full evi- 
dence of all this in their hands>— Tho' the people at 
a distance from the seat of government are always 
under great disadvantages, with respect to a fair state 
of their case, in any disputes between ihem and the 
servants of the crown, yet Truth ver>" soon so far 
made its own way, that upon a closer inspection into 
affairs, the charcre appeared to be laid too high: 
Nor is there a person either in or out of parliament, 
who has justly stated or provedn one single act of that 
town, as a public body, to be, I will not say treason- 
able or seditious, but even at all illegal : nor is it in 
the power of any man, either on this or the other side 
the atlaiitic, to do it. 

New vouchers, we arc toid, are called for from 
authority: This is no favourable symptom to the 
sudden and w;irm accusers; for 1 believe there arc 
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more than one, who may Rod it an Augean enter* 
prUc, to support their own representation. For it is 
certainly bcyofid human art and sophistry to prove 
that British subjects, to whom the privHcrgc of p05*c?is* 
ing arms is expressly recognised by the Bill of Rij;;hts, 
and, who live in a province where the law requires 
them to be cquip'd with anns. &c are guilty of an 
illegal act, in calling upon one another to be provided 
with them, as the law directs. But if some are bold 
and base enough, where the interest of a whole coun- 
try Is at stakes, to penetrate into the secrets of the 
human breast, to search for crimes, and to impute the 
worst of motives to actions strictly legal, whatever 
may be thought of their expediency, it is easy to re- 
criminate in the same way : and one man has as good 
reason to affirm, that a few, in calling (or amihcary force 
under pretence of supporting civil authority, secretly 
intended to introduce a genera) massacre, as another 
has to assert, that a number of loyal subjects, by calling 
upon one another to be provided with arms> according 
to law, intended to bring on an insurrection. 

It will be equally difficult to prove it illegal, for a 
number of British (subjects, to invite as many of their 
fellow-subjects as they please* to convene and consult 
togt^ther. un the; most prudent iind constitntioncil 
measures for the redress of their grievances ; or that 
such an assembly had actually assumed the powers of 
government, when they actually discUtmcd all such 
powers, and unitt^d in recognizing their subjection to 
government, by humble petitions and rcmonairanccs, 
and by encouraging their feilow-subjcxts in their loyalty 
and good Order, 
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The tnie state of things, we may suppose began to 
appear, under all the clouds that had been thrown 
over it. even before iht addresses of the Lords and 
Commons were wrote 1 Accordingly, these addresses, 
as Mr Burk said in the House of Commons, were a£ 
usual, "Copies, but fainter than the original" And 
as different accounts were compared, and things cooly 
uotisidercd, the bitter spirit of resentjnent, occasioned 
by misinformation and misapprehension, daily sub- 
sided ; and thrcatnings of state-prisoners to be sent 
from hence, of disfranchizing the town, and of vacat* 
in^ the province charter, are no more believed, to the 
disappointment and vexation of those, who have em- 
ployed every art to realize such a scene, and have an- 
ticipated it, with a foolish air of triumph, that must 
have been regarded with contempt, did not the malice 
of it awaken our indignation. 

The Gazctt*^ account of last Thursday, which I 
take to have been labor*d by top hands, tells us. " that 
from the King's speech and the addresses of the two 
houses, may be collected the sense of the whole na- 
tion, and of all parties." Nothing can be more ex- 
travagant than sjch an assertion : Are the sentiments 
of the Ministry, or the majority of both houses of 
parliament, alu^ys agreeable h> those of the )Ti;4Jority 
of the nation ? Did not the last parliament pass op* 
positc acts respecting America, just as the ministry 
ihanged ? Were all parties agreed in reply to the late 
speech from the throne ! Was ihcTe not an objection 
made in the Mouse of Commons against voting thanks 
for the measures that had been pursued, lest this 
should be taken as avx implicit adoption of tlwse mess* 
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ures? And, Did not Lord Nortli the chief manager 
for tlic minister, declare, that this expression was only 
designed as a proper and respectful compliment to the 
throne, and by no means to preclude a free consider* 
ation of those measures? Under this explanation 
from the ministry themselves, it pass'd the House: 
And yet it is a^sscrtcd by many, that this mere com* 
plimenC to Majesty, w^s the unanimous sanction of 
parliament, to all thai had been done relative lo 
America ! 

We arc further told, that the beh^vinnr of the 
people of Boston was stated. We wish it had h&tn 
stated fairly ; We only want a candid hearing, and then 
this much deserving, but much abused town, which has 
been severely trietl, by the most irritating conduct on 
the part of its enemies, and unjustly chargd as a town 
with the crimes, of some base, and unknown persons, 
would appear truly respectable 

After all, mobs and riots tn this capital, are the 
pretence, rather than the true cause of the bitterness 
cxpress'd against it: Tumults at least equally il- 
legal have happen'd in other places, but the repre* 
sentations of them have been more just and kind : It is 
the part this town has takcnonthcsidcof liberty, and 
its noble exertions in favor of the Rights of America, 
that has rcndcrd it so obnoxious to the tools of 
power — But the people of Boston are char^'d with 
"ingratitude for the repeal of the stamp act ! And 
because some ^efn^'l^ to make comi^ens^^lion to the 
sufferers in behalf of that act, and others did it with an 
ill grace!" — What awful confusion is here to make 
a single town odious ? Were the people of Boston ever 
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apply'd to for a compensation? Did not the requisition 
come to the gt/ncral assembly ; in which there were 
only four members for Boston ? Did not these mem- 
bers unite with the general assembly in granting 
Ample compensation? Was not this a free, generous 
act? Could any power on earth, constitutionally, 
oblige the province of the town to pay the damages 
done by unknown rioters? Has the parliament done 
this in the late riots in England ? Did Khode-lsland 
make com]* en sat ion, the' called upon as this province 
was? Are Howard and Moffat' compensated to this 
day by that colony ? What has it suffer'd (or a re- 
fnsul ? It has been complimented for it5i loyalty and 
good order m one of Lord Hillsborough s circular 
letters with a view to induce it to treat with con- 
tempt this province which had compensated : But 
Rhode-Inland had sense and vert«e lo despise the 
ridiculous Lure, and generosity not to withdraw its 
aid from the common cause.— Without saying any 
thing inort^ upon this point, we may venture toappeal 
to the candid world, where the ingratitude lies! 

As to the repeal of the stamp act. tho' the people 
ol this province and America universally regarded this 
act as an infraction of their cunstitiuional rights, and 
consequently humbly claimed the repeal as a point of 
Equity, they yet received it with as much gratitude 
as if it had been a free gift They bicss'd their Sov- 
ereign — They rever'd the wisdom and goodness of the 
British parliament— They felt themselves happy, till 
new acts, equally unconstitutional were made, and 

■Martin Hovftrd uid Hkhvu Mofl«tt S«c R^vAt ^f thi V^h^fy •! Rka* 
filand. vul. ri.» (i. stjo , tul. tiu. p- £00. 
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severities imposed upon trade, unknown even at the 
time of the stamp acL — But it seems we arc unpar- 
donalile for not being tbankful for the removal of one 
burthen, after another h laid upon us by the same 
hands, equally hard to bear! How contemptible is 
such reasoning ! What an aFront to common sense ! 
— 1 never heard of such discourse in parliament till I 
saw our Court Paper; andean these persons befriends 
to the leading men in government, who represent them 
as reasoniny in such a manner ? 

Aye, but the agreement of the merchants not to 
import goods was said to be an "hostility not praC' 
tiscd by nations at war!" — This then was as bad, 
or worse than the Convention; iho' neither Boston 
nor this province happen to be alone tn such an 
agreement, — But why did not G< B. send rcprc- 
hensory letters to the merchanbi? Why were n<jt 
the calamities which have been so liberally tlueatned 
against us, represented as a punishment of this hos* 
tile act, and not wholly laid upon the Convention 
and the proceedings of the town of Boston ! It 
might doubtless have been done with equal wis- 
dom & justice. — This step of the merchants however 
ha^ been approved and applauded by our most judi* 
ClOus friends at home, and even by British merchants, 
contrary* to their own interest: It ha^ universally 
been regarded as legal, and the most efTectual meas- 
ure for redress: Aye, there 's the stick; it is be- 
cause it IS likely to prove so effectual, that some men, 
wou'd wheedle or frighten us out of iL — 1 remember 
well, it was highly recommended by some in the time 
of the stamp act ; not, 1 believe, because they wish'd 
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it success^ but because, perhaps they thought it cou*d 
never be accomplish 'd : Just so^ thej' advii'd to 
humble petitions to the King ami parliament, and 
then endeavor'd to defeat them, by suggesting to the 
iniTiifttr>\ that an agent for the house alone, could not 
properly present their own petition. From henoe 
arises one of Lord Hillsborough's present Perplex- 
ities ; and if the agent for the house does his duty, 
his Lordship must use his utmost dexterity to parry 
the blow. 

But, Boston ''may be deprived of all its trade, and 
made a village*'; Sad indeed I And so may New* 
York, and all the trading towns on the American 
continent; and what then ? Why then, Bristol, and 
Liverpool, and London itself, may become villages 
too, — Was this said in pariiamcnt, or^ was the thrcat- 
ning moulded here to excite ridicule ? — Could a 
British politician, finding public credit sitfTering at 
such a critical season from the unsettled state of 
America, ever im;»j^ine that the nation might be rrme* 
died, by turning our sea-port9 into villages. — The 
Compiler goes on to inform us. that Gov. B^- 
nard has been spoken of with great respect ; and so 
has Mr, Otis^ and compared to the Pyms, the Hamp- 
dens, the Shippens, and the Sir John Barnard's of Brit- 
ain. But poor C, B— — -. it was judiciously obscrv'd 
in the hoti^e of Commons, has h;iid sunic very un- 
common difficulties to contend with:— Mr. Otis and 
his compatriots have doubtless had none ! No toils 
— no self-denials — no threatnings — no tempting baits 
— no; all the virtue is on one side — Vertne was 
never known to be separated from po\ver or 
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profit ; it is ^1 engrossed by the graspers of 
honorable and lucrative places. — ^But what arc 
these great difficulties on ihe G— r's part — why 
truly, the election of Councellors in part by the rep- 
resentatives of the people, and the return of Juries 
by the Town, anti not by the Sheriffs, who arc of 
his own appointment ! — I am sorry that some of 
the most valuable privileges of this province shou'd 
prove so great difficulties, to Governor Bttnard, but 
can by no means wish them annihilated for the sake 
of giving him ease, I never heard that they were 
quite so offensive to any of his predecessors, and 
cannot think they ever will be to so much as one of 
his successors : The province has been antl may be 
again quietly and happily govem'ti, while these ter- 
rible difficulties have subsisted in their full force 
They are indeed wise checks upon power in favor of 
the people; but Power vested in some men, can 
brook no check: — To assert the most undoubted 
Rights of human nature, and of the British Consti- 
tution, Thry deem Paiiwn ; and having embarra-ssVl 
a free government, by their own impolitic measures, 
the)' tly to the military power, which with cqiial 
justice and spirit was said in the late debate in the 
House of Commons, to be "the last resource of 
f^m^ant Dfsfioiism.** But force is no very suitable 
means of changing the sentiments of the people : It 
i-s rather ailapted to rivfl and lonfirm ihein. Anns 
ought to be verj' cautiously employed, even against 
faction, which they have often increased rather than 
quelled. — The present Uneasiness in America has 
been falsely and insolently called by this odious 
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name: Can any man suppose, the almost univer»a! 
compIaiDU of it people, to deserve this appellation? 
As well might the general uneasiness that introduced 
the revolution by Wiltiam the Third, and that set- 
tled the succession in the illustrious house of Han- 
over, be called A Faiiionf Siuppex. 



AEETta-K UN3I0NBD. 
[£«Apjt C^teftt, Fcbnuy t}* 'T^J 

Mcssicure Enrs & Gn.u 

In Drapet^s' last paper we tind Salust ai^conidied 
beyond his own expression, ac reading a piece in the 
Boston Gazette (URBAWui*) — The author, he aay» 
"seems offended with the Soldiery in the town, for 
their rtady assistance at the late fire" : He is sorry 
''when ignorance or maiice brings a cloud upon any 
of their virtues," vi^. the military — ►He "sincerely 
wishes to see, more fretiuent instances of that \\\\* 
manity which subjected them to the displeasure of 
Urbanus" — "They gcncrouslyyom^-^ the general con- 
-cem" — And he assures us, **that at three o'clock In 
the morning, the soldiers appeared as numerous and 
vigilant as the inhabitantSH" — \\ Salust has got over 
hia fit of astoniihnuni, he may find upon a more calm 
perusal, that Urbanui said full as much as all this in 
a V€ry /eu* words, viz. '* by the jotnt endeavours and 
activity of the inhabitants and the soldiery unarmfd, 
the fire was happily extinguished," — SaJusi expressly 
mentions the industry of the soldiers, but seems rather 
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to leave his disinni readers to guess at thai of the in- 
habitants ; Urbanus openly and g^ntrously attributes 
the success to tlie merit o/bolh—Satusi says that "at 
thrc(^ o'clock the soldiers were as uHmtrous as the in- 
habitants." Urbanus did not chuse to assert such a 
thing, because I suppose he did not think it wa» in 
fact tru€ ; nor could it be expected, as the number 
of soldiers in tuwti bears not near an equal proportion 
with that of the inhabitants. — It is hoped that Salnst 
docs not here intend to insinuate that many of tlic 
Inhabitants deserted the cauf^ : If he doca, he is not 
quite so candid as l/ri>anus is, who says that "the 
fire waa happily extinguished by tlie Joini endeavours 
nl the inhabitants and soldiers," without the least inti- 
mation of an abatement of ztal in any — Sa/usi takes 
this occasion to lell us, that in the army and nav)% there 
arc "silly boys, fools and madmen/' — Uriantts uses 
no such opprobrious language of the army or navy» or 
any man ; from whence the reader will judge whether 
it most concerns Sclusi or Ur^mis to ^t about " the 
removal of pride, vain-glory or hypocrisy," without 
which it is confessed 'reason will (not) have fair play." 
You may possibly think, Messieurs Printers^ that 
it is a mispcnse of your time to print the foregoing ; 
My only design is to show that Uranus, whoever he 
may be, was fair and unexceptionable in his relation 
of facts ; and that Salust had no reason to charge him 
with being displeased at an instance of humanity 1 
when he only find^ fault with the "picquet guards 
being ordered out with their firelocks and bayonets'* : 
A piece of conduct in the militar>' which gave great 
offence to many besides Urianiis, who generously 
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tells us thai ''the officer marched them off as soon as 
he was properly spoken to/ or informed by the town 
officers* If Salusi means "by the ready assistance 
of the soldier^'/' the turning out the plcqucts it may 
properly be asked, wlia.i: assistance ihey were to afford? 
Urbunus tells us, and Salust does not deny it, "that 
the General was fully informed of the regulations of 
the town on these occasions, by the fircwards, some* 
time ago, and that the turning out the guards was not 
agreeable to their just expectation," from whence h 
is natural to conclude, that this matter was particu- 
larly explained to him. How il canK: lo jia^w that 
they made their appearance armfd, \% not my busi* 
ness to enquire: But as Urbanas takes offence at 
U0 &iiur part of the conduct of the military, Salust 
must mean ^mh an appearance, wht^n he speaks of 
Urbanus his being <>ffifidtd with tiieir nady asmiamt^ 
humanity, vigiUnec^ &c — It is a regulation of the 
town, by long and approved custom, for the friends 
of persons in danger, formed into separate firi'SM£- 
ties, to take care of their moveable estate ; so that we 
arc happily free from any necessity of an armed f&rtt 
for that piiqjose, and the exaclest military discipline 
can be ol no service in supplying or working an en- 
gine But possibly Salust is highly delighted with 
miliiary parade : if so, he cannot surely be at a loss 
for opportunity to graiify his tlarling passion even on 
Sundays! Or it may be Satmt would insinuate the 
daJiger of the inhabitants mobbing and rising, and 
the necessity from thence of military power; this 
supposition seems to be favoured by the message said 
to have been sent with all possible dispatch (perhaps 
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by Salust himself, I know not who) ^'to assure the 
General that imiced it was no rtot^ U wa* only a 
fire " ; But if it had been a riot. What busintss yfimld 
armed soldio'S futvs therc^ nntii commanded bv the 
CIVIL powEK? It seems to be a prevailing opinion 
with sfffne /oil's, that there cannot be a collection of 
persons in this town, ever upon the most necessary 
occasions, but there must needs be danger of a m&i ; 
and then (ursGoih, the military must make their Ap- 
pearance of thfir awn metr motion^ ready cock'd & 
prim'd, to prevent it. — I expect if this opinion should 
further prevail, very soon to see the picqucrt guards 
drawn up before our church doors in time of divine 
service, to keep the people from mobbing, when the 
assemblies arc dismissed. — If his excellency should 
ever think himself ai liberty to call another general 
court, and suffer them to meet in this metropolis, and 
the members of either hou»e should happen to be 
disposed to FACTION, as has been said of them in timc» 
past, It is lucky enough, that the main guard, being 
already 6x'd ne^r tJu court-housf^ the soldiers may 
afford as " ready assistance," with their arms antt 
iayomis, to awe the assembly^ as the plcquet guard 
did at the late tire- 
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Afi I have already delineated the ^otiveni^ui prin- 
ciples and atfrmt abilities of the most c&nspUucus 



310 



TffB IV£ITJNGS OF 



[1769 



individuals that constitute the A n B d of 

C s, I must apologize to the public, for not fuU 

filling; my original design o( giving a sketch of every 
individual of them ; previous to considering them as a 

B d ; — (no: that matter is, by any means, wanting. 

either aft to Mr. {^Parody) or ihe ^ffU-ltroking, 

iivily Wisiminster c/turck warden / as there are many 
curious anecdotes, wiiU wiuJi I am very well ae^ 
piaintfti, that would serve to amuse the public, and 
rmlfiazon each individual) but as tliosc Gentlemen 
have never had opportunity 10 intermeddle with the 
political affairs of this country, previous to the com- 
mencement of their present powers, as C s, I am 

apprehensive it would rather convey an appearance 
of unnecessarily finding fault : and tliat merely for 
the sake of reviling — which I thoroughly clete%t and 
abhor. 

On this consideration then, 1 shall pass them over 
as individuals — and proctcd to canvass their conduct 
B d : in dnin^ wliich, I shall endeavour to 
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treat the subject with the utmost tenderness and can- 
dour; my intent being merely to investigate the 
truth, and submit it to the impartial public. 

In the first place, it will appear, before 1 finish 

with their H rs, that they had no real intention, 

from their first sitting as a B d, to harmonise 

with each other ; iherrforc had not ihe true interesl 
cf the r — V — e at keart.— Xxi the next place, it will 
appear, that instead of confining themselves within 
the true intent and meaning of their appointment, 
they have over-leaped the bounds prescribed them 
by the L ds of the T r)\ and commenced 
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PciiimaHs, Party-men, and M — n — s 01 ^ — tc ; nay, 
!hnt chcy have arrogated to thcmsctvf:9, even the 

authority of L d& of the T rj', and that 

purely from a motive of satisfying an unjustifiable 
fiefi z.nt\ pr^judue against respectable men, who (i^s 
said) acted under thcni with honour and honesty. 
These H — b — e Gentlemen had not met more 

than once or twice as a B d, before ihcy disputed 

the powers of the officer who was at tlie head of the 
r — V — c here, long before the commencement of 
theirs — ijmving appointed, during his Mng in office, 
inferior off — rs to places that had tor a longstanding 
been customarj-) — Nor did tlieir canvaKting such 
authority, arise in any degree through complaints 
made of the bad conduct, or venatiiy of the individ- 
uals, or the impropri(!ly of ihetr appointments : biil 
merely in order to create ill blood with a member of 

iheir B d, who was looked upon by them as too 

great a check to their intended plans of operation — 
(two of that B -d having been under him, whose 
wn£s, it's said, would have been certainly f/ipt, long 
e'er now, had he been a man as rcvtngtfui^ ill-prin' 

(ip!(d, and un/ffliKg, as those h blc Gentlemen) 

—This conduct is partly accounted for in a former 
publication; wherein I say. "that the minds of the 
two C-^— s. who came over with the high-finished 
Mr. -^— (/V(j/A) were poiiUMied by him during the 

passage. " 

IVho S9 diigwi/nff wkosogrt^t an eyc-s^e t^ iht 
V — n — I and € — rr-pi, as k€ (hat knmos their 
2F -_« — /— /y anddasift^ss of ktart ? — Who so fit an €^ 
J€€i for ihcm to glut ikcir revrngf and mali£€ tmf &r. 
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who so grcai a ba^ to the €X€ttUioH of their wUktd 
purists? 

Mr F~lg — r'sappoinlmcnl, it s trut:, was from thU 
person : but, assuredly tho^ Gciitlc:in<:n will nol pre- 
suine to say that itwasof liisftrnj/fu^/M^/— tiicy niiMl 
certainly know, and must confers, that such an offi — r, 

with the same ]>ower3 Mr, F r had, has resided at 

N — t — k— t tor morr than forty y^tars. — I challenge 

those h — blc men, to shew one instance of Mr, F 's 

vtnaiity, or fUfUti of duty ; 1 only heartily wish the 
best of them stood so fair, in the estimation of the 
honrrftt pari of mankind, as this prrson, 

Mr F— — r made a very valuable stitun of tea; 
and as a good ofii— r diould do (after securing if) ac- 
quainted their /Jigh MtghlisusstA with it — He was at 
first ordered to firosftute ; but before he could yf// his 
/n^/, those k&tusi gentitm&m gave orders to the 

c— p— r of B n to r€stiz€ it ; alJcdging that Mn 

F r had no right to seize; — but those h ble 

men ii^rti^d givitfg smh ordtrs; — however, that was 
very soon found to be futsc. — Had tho^ gentlemen 
given such directions merely from a point of duty, 
would they ever have denied their having done so ? 
SunSy they would ni>t : - -If they did it through pu^il- 
tanimiiy. arc not they unfit for such otT-cc? If 
through chicanery^ they arc still less unqualified. 

Surely the consequence of calling the validic)' of 

Mr. F T'^s€iuKgm question was highly improper. 

in a country where people arc rather apt to make use 
of every opportunity thrown in their way to weaken 
the authority of the r — v—e off — rs ; — many were on 
the point of using this extraordinary opinion of their 







»jfiy] 



SAMUEL ADAMS. 



J>i 



H — n — s to their own advantage and the prejudice o( 
the cr^n ; in short, it was near being a mean? of the 
people's doubting the validity of the powers thos<; 
H — bic Gentlemen brought over respecting them- 
selves.— Never were there more impolttick and plaus* 
tbie weapons thrown Into the hands of a discontented 
people, than those, at a most critical juncture. 

Nor did those H^blc Gentlemen atop here with Mr- 

F r; — through revenge for wotiamefy iuid im^u 

citly giving up all right and title to this seisurt, they 
narrowly watched liis proceedings in the House of 
R€pr€S€tttaiwes (fif which he was a m^m^r and 
towards the end of the sc*»!iion5, found suFRctent 
ground {as they say) upon which they should dismi^ 
him from his employment ; the validity of which awcr- 
tion is now left lu the imp;trtial reader, 

Mr- F r having voted for ihe encouragement of 

mcraliiy, good ordtr and txconomy among his constttu- 
enis, was, in consequence of such a high offtnct^ sent 

for by the H — blc B d of C s, and interro- 

gaiid by Mr. , whether he had thus voted 



Upon his answering in the affirmative, he vrasinformed 
by this r€spC€lahU Gentleman thai his M — j — sty 
had nofurihtr serviet for liim ; and was accordingly 
dismissed : A truly ministerial sti/e this; very be- 
coming the mouth of a v— n — I off— r, and a very 
ignorant attorney sboy — O tempora, O meres/ — Waa 
this official f — Was this eommon honesty? Was this 
doing service to the er-vm and the eomm&n cause? — 
Was it not arrogating to themselves more than minsA- 
terial authority . 

Had these steps taken place through Ihe ignorance 




3M 



THE ^VRitrNGS OF 



[1769 



of those h — b!e men to the spirit o( the people. & the 
critical situalion of the limes ; there mi^ht have been 
some excuse for such conduct ; but as chat can by no 
means be admitted, what other light can be thrown 
upon such very extraordinar)' measures, but that of 
the verj' hue? 

I shall now take a view of the proceedings and 
vcrj' disinterested conduct of those h — le gentkmgi^ 
in sei/ing the Tiloup L— b — y. 

What Mr H — c— k's^ conduct might have beeo7 
either previous, or subsequent to this seisurt, is not 
for me lo concern myself with ; rny vit-w being wholly 
confined to the extraordinary proceedings of the 
B d of C^— s. 

It is obvious, that Mr. {Shan itfi M^rpm^vDA 

the unparalleled — {Squire Froth) had oonccrtcd 
matters {fit ihnr private mestin^s) in such manner, ox 
ai all ofCHis to give an alarm to people in power at the 
other side the water : in order to be protected by an 
arm^d fort^ ; a^ will clearly appear in the sequel 

Upon Mr. {ap Morgaiis) going to the C — II — r 

of B — s — n at almost sun sti, to order him toseize the 
sloop L — b — y ; that Gentleman argued (wi/i /ust' 
mss and £Ood sense) the impropriety of such a step, at 
that very umtasonahie time. — Saying, that the lower 
class of people were then returning from work ; and 
that proceeding to such business, may be attended 
with bad consequences; but. that it should be 

done the next morning: — Upon which, Mr. 

i^Mcrgan) replied with his usual ferocity^ that he 
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wise rcpri- 



irnisc answer for it the next day to ihe B- 
did not do \u The C— II — r lipon ihLs 
inand, immediately proceeded to do his duty; — and I 
am confident, might have concluded h without any 
very material resistance ; had it not been determined by 
those gentlemen ; (in order to irritate the people a!* 
ready heated, by their indiscreet conduct) to order 
(6y tb^ir tmissary) the seizure to be tawid alongside of 
ifu K—g^s ship^ whose boats and men had been pre- 
pared for that purpose, previous to the making such 
seizure : — a certain indication of the evil purpose of 
those gentlemen, in order to stir up commotions 
among the people to answer their wicked machi- 
nations. 

Here open'd the ever memorable campaigft in 
which, the Gaurals, {Frolh) and {ap Jllorgan) were 
tlie chief leaders. — The sdieme took according to 
their plan of operation ; — this extraordinary proceed- 
ing brought on the attack upon Mr H — 1— it,' but 

not the least attempt upon the C rs. nor do I 

believe, it was ever intended; — however, those ex- 
pert gentlemen takin^^ the advantage of this impru* 
dent step of the lowest of the people, tied on hoard 

the K g's sh — p hy way of safety -whtrt (her t was 

no danger ; — indeed General {ap Morgan) had been 
used to such kind of retreats before now \—^:& has 
been mentioned heretofore. — As I have followed 
those Gentlemen up, till their ever mi^murable flight 

on board the K 's ship^ I shall at present take my 

leave of them : not doubting in the least that I shall 
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he able to give as good an account of them by water 
as by land. &€, cS^f.* 



ARTICLE SIGNED " E. A. 



\R^f9m G^uif. F«bitj*ry^. 1769.1 



Messieurs Edks & GiUL, 

In the day^ o\ the Stuarts, it was looked upon 
by some men as a high degree of prophaness, for 
any subject to enquire into what was allied the 
mysteries of government: yames the first thun* 
dered his anathema against Dr. Cow^i^ for his 
daring presumption in treating of — tho^c mysteries \ 
and forbad his subjects to read his bonlcTi, or even 
to keep tliem in their houses. In those days pas- 
sive ^€diencc^ iion-restsiance^ the ^^inc hereditary 
right of kings, and their being accoiintabic to God 
a/one., were doctrines generally tanght, bclievd and 
practiced : But behold the sudden transition of 
human affairs! In the very next rcjgn the people 
assum'd the right of free enquiry, into the nature 
and end of government, and the conduct of chose 
who were entrusted with it: Laud and Strafford 
were bro't to the block; and after the horrors of a 
civil war, in which >iume of the best blood of the na* 
tion was spilt as water upon the ground, they finally 
called to account, arraigned, adjudg'd, condemn d and 

1 Ail to John Rubinian, coI]«clor ol Newport. C(h Xietrdi e/ t^ €Mmf*J 
itit*}tit h!an4. vol. IB,, ^•^. «5J-44S. 4^^- 43V> S\t' Tlifl ochvr cvmoiMoovt 
were WIUmiii liur^h. Kenry Hullon» Char1« Pition anil J. Tnvplp AbMiil 
Folg«r, who 1> mmltikntKl, wu ?*/]i«r « ReprrVTitAtiv« Irom SbelbarH, Nmi- 
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even executed the monarch himself! and for a time 
held hi3 son and heir in exile. The two sons of 
Charles thr first, after the death of Oltvrr CromwiU^ 
reigned in their turns; but by copying after their 
father, their administration of government was 
grievous to their subjects, and infamous abroad. 
Charles the second indeed reign "d till he died; but 
his brother James was obliged to abdicate the throne, 
which made room for WtUiam the third, and his 
royal consort Mary, the daughter of the unfortunate 
James — This was the fate of a race of Kings, bigotted 
to the greatest degree to the doctrines of slavery 
and regardless of the natural, inherent, divinely 
hereifiiary and indc/ensiiit rights of their subjects- — 
At the revolution, the British constitution was again 
restord to itsorigina) principles, declared in the bill 
of rights ; whidi w.'»s afterwards pass'd into a law, 
and stands as a bulwark to the natural rights of sub* 
jccts. '* To vindicate these rights, says Mr. Bla^k' 
sitme, when actually violated or attacked, the subjects 
of England are entitled lirsi to the regular adminis- 
tration ^nA/ree course of Justice in the courts of law 
— next to the right of petifiimiKg Ike A'/"*(jf and par- 
liamerU for rrdress of grievances — and lastly, to ihe 
right of Aaving and testnf^ arms far self^presmatian 
itnd de/enee" These he calls "aiixiltar>' subordinate 
rights, which serve principally as barriers to protect 
and maintain inviolate the three great and primary 
rights of personal seenrify, personal liberty and priva/e 
property" And that of kavif^g arms for their di- 
ffsue he tcHs iw is "a piiblrc allowance, under due 
restrictions, of the natural right of resistanee and 
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self prcstrvaii&H, when the sanctions of society and 
Iaw?t are foiind insufftdrnt to reslr^ini ihe vioUnce 0/ 
oppression." — How litlle do those persons attend to 
the rights of the constitution, if they know anything 
about them, who (ind fault with a Utc; vote of lliu 
town, calling upon the; inhabitants to prctids ikem* 
stives wiik arms /or tluir deftfuc at any time ; but 
more especially, when they had reason to fear, there 
would b<r a :*ece?ssity of the means of self preservation 
against the vwfence of cpfiresswn.—^'^^r'^ one knows 
that the exercise of the military power is forc\"cr 
daugr-mtts to civil rights ; and we hav^r had return in- 
stances of vt'ofem^s that have been offer'd to prhgte 
sui;W/s^ and the last week, even i& a mergtsira/e in 
tk£ execution of his office! — Such violences are no 
more than inighi have been expecl<?d from military 
troofs: A power, which is apt enough at all times 
to take a wanton lead, even when in the midst of civil 
society ; but more especially so, when they arc led to 
believe that they are become neeessetry, to awe % 
spirit of nbeliion^ z.'C\A preserve peaee <ind good order. 
But there arc some persons, who would, if possibly 
they could, prrswade th*r people ntz'fr to make nse 
of iheir 4onstitutii>9tai rights or terrify ihem from 
doing it No wonder that a resolution of this town 
to keep arms for its own defence, should be rrprt> 
aented ai» having at holConi a secret inffnlion to 
oppose the landing of the King's troops : when those 
vcr>- persons, who gave it this colouring, had before 
represented the peoples petitioning their Sovereign, 
as proceeding from a faeiiotts and rebcUiotiS spirit ; 
and would now insinuate that there is an impro- 
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pTtety in their addressmg even a planiation Gov- 
ernor upon public business — Such are the times 
we are fallen into ! 

E. A. 



I 



fETJTION TO THB FREEHOLDERS Q¥ THE TOWN OF 
BOSTON.* MARCK I3. I76g. 

f H$., SaiBflfl AduTK f'B.[k»rt, Lcnoi Library; 1 Itit, vJTh vnriitlaiK, icln tVr^ 

To the Freeholders & other Inhabilantsof iheTown 
of Boston, in Tow:i Meeting dissembled March 1769. 

The Petition of Samuel Adam» of said Boston — 
Shcwcth — 

That your Pentioner was chosen by ihc Town, a 
Colleclor of Taxes* annually, from the year 1756 
to the year 1764, inclusive: That, notwithstanding 
all his Care & p^ins to collect the s^me, a lujtnber 
of Persons, chargd with their respective taxes, in 
eacli of the aforesaid years, besides those whose 
taxes were abated by the Assessors, were thro' 
Poverty and Misfortune, unable to make Payment 
to him. 



* Ai die rovn UMiInf an Mkrcti ij, ntb pcclTlAn wu kmI titd *' Kfirr » foH 
u>d long dvbilo hid lh«t<««n : U hm moved St iho (Juc&tion BnonUngly pal— 
TbtJ ACannniLlq^httppcinLed lo ttUce M' Adana»*t iVtitim into CoiuidcmtoiL. 
«al Rrpf^n flv uxm u* iDfty Ur ; whtrh piutd in (h« Nigatii^— Aln novvd 
t^t lh« I ill nf ODtKEAHdinic Tixn »iihrtit«ri by vaid M* Adai»t to <ht S*l«ct- 
men bo rckd in IhJ« McctiniE ' "Hkb ^nlion bvidc pDl— PiBied in th« Ni^tit* 
— Tbcn a Motion vu mada ind KCubdrcI, thiil (he rrt]rrr of Ihc retiiiaii be 
Ifnnted. anH Ihiil a I'enon bt no* olli>«rp lo rvr^ivp the lud Llit, ind ColtH( 
lb« Oqtat&cdiriE Tuc», and Uu Queitloo beiac ucardiFi^ly pat— PMoed tn (Tie 
AAvmuilve b> 4 teif fntt utAjorh/— " Jf^Anv AWtvtf Ghnvi^tfipAfrj' Xtf^f, 
tol, lb. pp, >7i , rTt- S« ftl» X'tr d«h/ Jfimhrr «/ /i/ Frtpimt ff/Matta* 
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Thai particularly, in the year 1760, a terrible fire 
Mppend. which is well rcmombcrd by the Town, & 
raged with great Dcsolalion in his Ward ; which rcri' 
dcrd it exceeding diflictjii, for the suffering Pentnns 
who were then indebted to him, for former taxes, to 
discharge the same. 

And in the year 1764, anotht^ Misfortune arose, 
by the spreading of the small Pox in the Town, 
which reduced it to ^^cat Dbtress; and in a great 
Measure put it out of his Power, to make any Col- 
lections, from the Spring to the Fall — the mo«t 
successful! Season of the year. 

By these Misfortunes your Petitioner was brot into 
discouraging Circurislanccs; inasmuch as the De* 
mands of the several Treasurers, were continually 
more pressing upon him, than were the Abilities of 
those, upon whom he depended, to en^le him to 
answer them : By which means he was often put to 
considerable Expence; and was obltgd 6nally, con- 
trary to his Judgment in ordinary Cases, to make uac 
of the first Moneys he could collect, in a new year, to 
make goad the Deficiency of the former; which left 
him the Gleanings of the whole, if he may so express 
it, to depend upon for his last Payments. 

Your Petitioner further represents to the Town ; 
Thai the whole Amount of Sums committed to him to 
collect in the years aforesaid Is upwards of fifty one 
thousand Pounds, Lawful! Money; for the collecting 
the chiefc part of which, the stipulated premium has 
been three & threcquarters p Cent only : That having 
satisfyed the Demands of the several Treasurers for 
all the said years, except the last, viz 1 764 ; The Prov- 
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incc Treasurer issued Execution against him for the 
sum of ^2oo9-8"fE, ilim lo the province for said year; 
And afterwards the Town Treasurer, by Order of 
the Town, put his Bond in suit, & recoverd Judg- 
ment for the sum due, hut by the Indulgence of the 
Town, Excrcntion was stayed,' 

Furthermore, your Petitioner would represent, 
That according to the ExpecUtion of the Town, 
he has lodgd with the Selectmen, ^ List of his oul- 
sc:indin^ Debts ; which allowinf^ for unavoidable Errors 
which may happen, on so lai^e a Sum & in so great a 
number of hands, is to the best of his knowlcge 
and as he verily thinks, a true List of Debts: And 
alcho' the Amount of this List, is far from being 
5ufllictcnt to discharge the whole of his Arrears; yet 
he would suggest to the Town, that he has a prov 
pect of receiving a Sum, which together with the said 
List will be fully equal !o the same» aa will appear by 
the State of AccounL^i herewith cxliibited. 

Now your Petitioner, having long labourd under a 
heavy Burden, to which he has often been even ready 
to yield, makes this prayer to the Town, the Grant- 
ing of which he will ever acknowlege as a singular 
favor, Namely — That upon his making payment of 
the Sum of the Town would order hin 

a final Discharge, & at this meeting appoint some 
meet Person' to receive the List exhibited, & collect 

■ Mirrh 14, X'jt^. thv T«vn n>r«d r« alknv AHttint *ri vfdliional ptnod of 
lai AOntht im (he coUtctJaa of ouIUAnJing Iajic*, Aad ua Mar<h i», I7<jfl^ €aa 

Trt«tur«i tnJ the tlienH t4 iitiy |:ra««f1jn|p iai &I1 inutithc 
'JtobHt Pivrpoinl Wit- f<UThvitlt fboHO. uid lb« mclion wu a»fim4d hf 
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and pay into the Trcasurys the oubitanding Dt^btsj 
afofefiaid. With his best Wishes for che Town 

Your Petitioner subscribes 



ARTICLK SIGHED '^ A LAVMAK." 
[jMiVn €4mt9t. Much 17. iTHl 

Mefifiieurs. Edes & Gill, 

/ desire y&u 'dxnttd insert ifu failowing LeiUr 
your next fiififr : And though thf Person to w&mn it 
is addressed, among olhcr studied Affronts to Dr. 

Ch y^ omiilid to £iv€ kirn his prof>er Tiiie:y€t as /' 

have heard /hat h^ is a Afintst^ro/ ike Church of Et^ 
land ^hich one would not however have guessed frons 
his ahtsive Writings, J shall for the Sake of Decency, 
inso'ibe 

To the Reverend Mr. S, Stahury^ one of the Writers 

in a AVw York Paper, 
RrvFRKND Sir, 

The treatment which you have given in your late 
publications to a rev. gentleman of this town, who has 
for many years been justly cslecm'd for his great 
learning and piety, allow me to assure you, lias very 
much offended those, whom if 1 could suppose you 
had amy sense of worth, you would have been loth to ^M 
have displeased. The honest and sensible of everj" ^^ 
denomination, even those of your own perswasion, 
are asham'd of your calumniating pen: while on\y 
the bigottcd and prophanc, whose applause is censure, 
are exulting in your feeble attempt to injure a char* 
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acter, which they have ever rever'd, but could never 
impeach. Such unworthy behavior in you Mr Sea- 
bury will Justify a greater freedom than one would in- 
cline to lake with a j^cKilenian of your suit: I shall 
therefore make no hesitation in telling you that your 
attempt is vain and fruitless; Vour malice lias for 
once prov'd harmless; your awkward raillt^rj" serve* 
only to render you ridiculous — your fancied wit 13 
but "giddy dulness"; and to mortify your touring 
vanity, it must and will be said of Mr. S. SfaAury. as 
the poet sings of his brother diver, " Ht smis pr€~ 
cipiiaiefy dntC 

[ cannot suppose that the candid Public expects, 
that Dr. Chauntry will inako any reply to your la^t 
rude letter *' Answer not a fool according to his 
folly," one of your profession ought to know, was the 
advice of a man of prudence : and you may remember 
the reason subjoined; "Lest he be wise in his own 
conceit-" A foible one can easily impute to Mr. Sea- 
iurjf, who calls himself * an occasional correspondent" 
of the merry squire Ttctle^ and ban recofiiTnemlecI 
himself, as one of his triumphant auxiliaries, for hav- 
ing, as /u declares himsdf\ " laid hia antagonist fairly 
on his back/' But you should remember, that he who 
writes to the publtck must expect that the publick 
will form tkfir otvn sentiments of what he writes; 
and they often pass a very different judgment from 
that v»hii:h a fond scribhlfrr m;ike-\of ir'stnirH perform- 
ances ! It is possible Mr. Sfaiury that could you 
have been admitted into the circles of men of sense 
where you livc» and heard their opinion of that very 
u'^// which you so confidently boasted of, I say, it is 
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(tho' perhaps barely) possible it would have in icoine 
degree allay 'd your vanity and self applause. 

It seems that a certain ^rubstreei writer in Mr 
Cainc's paper, whether Mr. Scabury or not I will not 

pretend to say, had charg'd Dr. Ch y in plain 

terms with "many falshoods"; and particularly in 
saying that " all the candidates for holy orders in the 
church of England have the cxpcncc of their voyages 
home paid by the Society, &c." — A gentleman who 
declares himself to be a member of the church ol 
England and of the Society, from a manly and disin* 
lerested regard to truth, and wtllioiit de?^igr>ing lo 
enter into a controversy, laid open the unfairness of 
thi& scribbler ; and by a just quotation from the Dr's 
pamphlet shows that he did not say chat such candi* 
dates have in fact theexpcnces of iheir voyages home 
paid, but that the Society had "assured them that 
their cxpences in going to England and returning 
from tlience should he drfray'd by them," — That the 
Society did actually lay themselves under such an 
obIig,ition appears by a pamphlet entitled an account 
of the Society for propagating the gospel in foreign 
parts piiblish'd in 1706, which expressly mentions 
Buch an order; and this order was afterwards con- 
firm'd by a subsequent order of the Society to repub- 
lish the same pamphlet, as appears by an abstract of 
llie proceedings of the Society annexed lo Dr. Ken- 
nett's sermon published in the year 1712^80 that 
unless any one can make it appear that the Society 
have since revoVd that order, which 1 presume can* 
not be done, it is plain that the Dr spoke the truth, 
and therefore ought not to have been charg'd wiik 
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falskood—'^Ki'^ Mr S^abury, to ustc your own lan- 
guage. *' indulge me in one supposition" '* and remcm* 
ber it is only a suppositioa" Suppose that you 
yourself were ihis unfair s:or)'-tel1er, and that you 
had '* very decently for a Clergyman "charged the Dr. 
with raying what he never did say, and what you 
should affirm was not true, might not I upon the sup- 
position retort upon you, with as much justice; as 
in a similar case you have done the Ur, and say 
that in your opinion " pn^vancatton and lying in a 
good cause" (where Episcopacy is concerned) "la 
allowable/" 

But should I or any one else be so very candid as 
to suppose that you are not the author of the afore- 
said scandalous; libel against the Dr, would it with 
certainty be concluded from such a supposition only 
that you were not ? I believe none would ilraw siiirh 
a conclusion. By parity of reason then no man 
would conclude that you were the author merely 
because another hail said thai he suppasd Mr, 
S — b — r>' wrote it; and if you thought that no one 
clergyman but yourself could be intended by the 
gutted name, and that it was a scandal to you to be 
even suspected of having written such a Iwse false* 
hood as ic cenainly was, would not a short declaration 
to the contrary published by you with a spirit of 
meekness, becoming a minister of religion^ have 
remov'd all suspicion of it ? If your character stands 
fair in your neighbourhood where you arc known, 
such a declaration wou'd have been sufficient to have 
vindicated you ; and " the good people far and wide", 
most of whom in all likelihood had never iieard of 
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you before, wou'd have been satisfy'd thai the gen* 
tleman who wrotr tht! letter was either mistaken in 
his suppoftiuon that you were the man, or that by the 
gutteid name he did not intend Mr. Sfaiury^ but 
some other person; unlcsis pcrhap5 Mr. S^ahtrys 
professing to be an occasional writer in Mr. Tickle's 
karmUss and ekasU paper might leave some room lo 
doubt of the sincerity of his declaration— Had you 
thus acted, you would have discovered an opcncss 
and simplicity becoming your sution. But by your 
conduct, it plainly ajipears that your desi^^n was not 
altogether to clear ^^»r tnt^n character but to wound 
the Dr*s, who never did you any harm — and by 
bringing a railing accusation against him, you have 
attacked him with a weapon which he does not care 
to employ— for as archbishop Tillotson, upon Michael 
the arch^ingel declining to bring ;i railing accusation 
against the Devil, finely observes, had the)* fought 
at chat weapon, Satan would certainly have been too 
hard for the archangul. By such treatment, you have, 
Mr. Sfal>ury "aye you have/' to borrow from your 
own polite manner of addressing, forfeited all right to 
the credit of the publick. when you affirm that you 
were not the author of the first scandalous abuse of 
the Dr; for there is nothing to prove your innocence 
in this particular, \»^xXy0ur imn affirmation, and you 
yourself refuse to admit in a similar case, a muck 
strcr^^rproot, I mean the affinnation of Dr Chauncy, 
It is particularly base in you, and let me tell you, 
has cxpose<l you to the just censure of the good 
people far and wide, to insinuair that the Doctor 
had a design to impose upon the world, by " suffixing " 
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ihe letters B.W. lo his friend's anonitnctis epHlle ; 
in order ihat it might be believed to be wriiicn b)" 
Benninf Wentworth, Esq^ a gentleman who resides 
in Portsmouth, and is a member of the Society — 
Hereupon you take upon yourself lo chaise him in 
effect with nothing less than forgery, by introducing 
as similar lo it. a story of John a Nokcs and Tom 
a Stiles, which you tell us with a ridiculous yr^r/jr/ft?/! 
of ease and humour — John a Nokes you say was 
indicted for forging and fixing the name of Tom a 
Sliles to a Bank Note, and after accommodating 
every circumstance of the story as nearly as you 
could to the Dr's cose, you conclude with saying, 
that " tn such a case a man might ckanu (mark'd for a 
pun) to suffer the penalty the law inflicts \vtT forgery ^ 
Let me now ask you Mr. Seabury, whether you did 
not design that the reader should understand this 
ca^c to be exactly parallel with the Dr's? If yoti 
did not, it was imprriinmi for you to mention it 
—but if you did, what was it but holding up the 
Dr to the world in the same light with a villain 
who in your ofimfon was guilty of forgery? And is 
not this a mean and rascally way of attacking a 
gentleman's character? Dom it not show plainly 
that you dare not speak out what the malignancy of 
your heart had dictated, and that you were more 
afraid of the lash of the law, than the just censures of 
good men or even the remonstrances o( your own 
mind — am! all this was said immediately after you 
had endeavoured to exculpate yourself from an ac- 
cusation of having charged the Dr. with forgery — 
' U^vBTAor of Wew Hanpchifv, nV'*~^- 
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This U just such bare-faced shuffling as is before 
hinted at. when in your Letter you insinuate that Dr. 

Ch y had "some thirty or morr years ago 

preached a sermon in ju>»ti(ication of prcvaricatir^ 
and lying— and then tell us that it is all sufip&siiiom. 
and x}^Bl pi^sibly you hxed upon the particular instance 
of preaching, by the: sainc kind of change that directed 
the Dn to the two Letters B,W, while you were at 
the same time endeavouring to make it appear that 
he could not but have a particular and wuJtt^ design 
in chusing them : though while you have managed 
your cause with che heart, you have evidently dis- 
covered that you want the head, o( a Jesuit. — But to 
the story of Tom a Stiles, Pray Mr. Scabury, is 
there no differewre between one man's affixing two 
letters of the alphabet to an anonymous letter, and 
another's writing the real name of a person at full 
length, as in the case you mention — Does B,W, a» 
certainly denote Benning Wentworth. as T-o-m a 
S-^i■l-c-s denotes Tom a Stiles — Your pretended 
parallel then, illucidates nothing but the basene^ 
of your intention, and the malignancy of your 
heart. — But you say that the person was descriM. 
as a member of the Society, and no other name 
ov\ the Suclety's list had B.W. for \vs initials, 
therefore the Dr. must intend that Benning Went- 
worth should be thought to be the writer of the letter 
signed B.W.— The Dr, tcUs us that '* he had no 
vifW in the choice of those letters, but to avoid the 
name of the real author," which he had a right to 
conceal; and every one who is acquainted with the 
Dr, or knows his character will believe him — BesiUe-i 
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there are no two letters in the alphabet but may be 
tUe iniuaU of some person, ami probably of -some 
member of the society : and therefore had any other 
two letters been thought of. li might have given the 
same umbrage to some such jealous head as Mr S&^- 
iury — And he may stretch his imagination a« much ui> 
he pleases, to account for the choice of two such diiitant 
letters in the alphabet, as B & W. perhaps after all, 
it may be supposd by those who have not st^en the 
Drs explanation of his ^wn view, that 11 was design'd 
to act fools to guessing — To the immortal honor of 
Mr. Scabury, it has occasionally produced a speci- 
men of his excellent knack at punning, which will 
entitle him to the character of the facetious S, S^a- 
6ury <A punning memory. 

Hut I would ysk you, Mr Seabury, Did you not 
see the Doctor's letter to Mr Rodgers of New-York, 
wherein he expressly declares, that the letter sign'd 
B.W, was written and put into his hands by an in- 
kabUani of ihf foiim q/ Boston? Could you then 
without breach of charity think it was wrote b>' a 
gentleman who is not an inhabitant of Boston, but of 
Portsmouik. even though the Printer loKi you, as I 
suppose he honestly believed, that it was wrote by 
Bcnning Wcntworth, Esq ;— This perhaps you 11 say 
was a private letter, and therefore could not be satis- 
factory to the Public who had never seen it — allowed 
— But did not the Or as soon a^; he was put in mind, 
tho' in a very indei^ni manner by you, that Benning 
Wcntworth, Esq; was a maiibcr of the Society, in 
order to prevent the appropriation of the letter to 
that gentleman, take the first opportunity, publtcMy 
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to declare, that he had no such intention? — that he 
never before knt^w ihat he w;;is a mt^mber of tlic 
society — that his friend who put the letter Into his 
hands, allowed him to nuke what use of it he pleased 
^Ehat as it had nmtlier date nor signature, he was 
fiUasrd to put one to it, and send it to be published 
in New-York, to detect the falshood of ore Mr. 
S — 1> — r>"* ^ ^^^ author no doubt for some g&^ 
reason sup^sed ; and thai by mere accident he sub- 
joined the signature B,W. without a tho'tof Benning 
Wentworlh. Esq; tho' they happened, or to use a 
low pnii of Mr. Seabiiry. (Iiauced lo be the initials of 
that gentlemans name— Could any thing be more 
ingenuous— It was strictly agreeable to the Dr's 
remarkable honesty and candor ; and I dare say, was 
satisfactor}- to the hon. gentleman himself, as well as 
a]I the good people far and wide — Little then, veiy 
little needs the Dn to trouble himself with what Mr, 
Seahury or any other angry and railing scribbler may 
think of it. — He must indeed be out of his senses to 
have attempted a fallacy, which he might have been 
assured could easily and would certainly have been 
detected, — Did ever any man before Mr. Seabury\ 
who had any sense of his own character, so expose 
himself to the Public^ as sirongfy to insinuate, while 
he did not dare to aflfirm it, that a gentleman was 
chargeable with i-okcerv, merely for affixing lo a 
paper, in a publtck dispute, that had been carried on 
byf3Jifr7i/V/v<7£^writers, twoletEt:rsor the alphabet, which 
happened to be the initials of another gentleman's 
name — If Chb were allow' d, what character would be 
safe? — But it would be ridiculous to attempt a for- 
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mal proof that such treatment must be to the highest 
degree base & infamous. 

1 shall not think it worth my while to remark 
upon youryiff/bfhavionr towards your superior, and 
a j^ncleman who \% your Fath&r in age. I know the 
Dn will freely forgive you this wrong; tho' I think 
It not improper to tell you that a spark of modesty 
at least, would be more becoming my young gtnilc* 
man — Your stile and manner will never make you a 
model for elegance — But this is below notice — Truth 
— Good humour and good bn^cding Mr Srabiiry, 
and let me add^ RnK Sir^ the simpHcity and ^odiy 
sincerity which the gospel requires, would have 
aton'd for all your defects as a fine writer: Here 
you have grosly fail'd : ImpelTd as I am afraid by 
the vain hope of becoming a smart disputani~\\ is 
apparent that the letter fiign'd H.W. which has »o 
much inflam'd your resentment, is perfect modesty 
in comparison with the other supposed to be written 
by Mr. S—4 — ry: And will not the world judge. 
from the virulence which you have discovered in your 
letters to the Dr. undfr your own hand, that you 
were fully capable of such a performance. The man 
who can wantonly lay such a heap of gross charges 
aTt fraud, forgery, villainy, scandal, falshood, base* 
ness, all in a breath upon a gentleman of a lon^ 
cstAbtished character, only for proving to the world 
that Mr. S — b — ry or some onr c!sc had publickly 
and wilfully utt<?red a slanderous falshood of him; 
I say such a man, in my opinion, would not scruple 
lo publish any dcfamation^l shall therefore advise 
you Mr. Sealjury to retire into your stmly if you have 
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such an apartmcni, reflect upon what you have wrote, 
snd let your next occanlonul epLitle id *iquire Tickle 
be an humble and penitent acknowledgement to the 
Dr and to the publick also, whom you have grosly 
aflrontcd : For however disagrcable it may be to you 
lu hi:ar it repeated, your loud and indecent brawling, 
as far as it has been attended to, ha^ certainly "dis- 
turbed the quiet of this country." Your's, 

A I-AVMAN. 



T1I& TOWX OF BOSTON TU ISAAC BARRE.' 
[MS,. Sanaat Aduni Ftpvri, Lcnoi Librvf. *ot \\ 

BOemM April B 1^ 

Sir— 

I have the honor of inclosing to you, by the Direc- 
tion of the Town of Boston.' their humble dutifull & 
loyal Petition to the Throne, for a redress of their 
Grievanc^-ft ; & to request that you would do them 
the singular favor, of presenting it with your own 
hand to hin Majesty. 

You are not insensible Sir, how greatly distressing 
it must be to a. free People, to have Troops quarterd 
in the very heart of their City, exercising a Discipline, 
with all the Severity which may be neccssarj' in a 
Garrison : Such is the misfortune of thi^ Town ; 
and these Troops, it is said were orderd to be here 
at thjs time, because the State of the Town was such, 

■ iTib^tSca: mombvr of FiHiwpcot. ntfi^iTgu^ throuEh i1i« induenco «r 
Shtlbttrne ; vtco-a«ftMkf«c fw InUnd Bad prtvy foancillM under the >dm]DU> 
Intlrpimf Pin, 
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a-s required the military Aid to protect the Kings 
Officers Si preserve the peace. And what greatly 
adds to the misfortune of the Town, is a well 
grounded Intelligence, that the R' Hon. the House 
of Lords have had such Accounts before them, as to 
induce their Lordships to pass a Censure upon the 
Town, as having been in a State of Disorder & 
Confusion, 

Conscious of their own Innocence and under the 
strongest Apprehension, that they have been greatly 
mis rep resented to his Majestys Ministers, by some 
of ihe principal Servants of the Crown 8c others 
here, whose Stations & Connections may give them 
weight, it is the earnest Desire of the Town, that 
you w^ employ your gre;il Influence to remove from 
the mind of our Sovereign & his ministers & parlia- 
ment the unfavorable Sentiments that have been 
formd, of their Condtict ; or at least to obtain for 
them the Knowledge of their accusers & the matters 
alledgd against them, and an opportunity of vindicate 
ing themselves. 

Such a generous Interposition, in Behalf of this 
much difitressd & injurdf tho truly loyal Town, will 
add to thf? obligations, which they are already under 
to you, & of which they will always retain a gralefull 
Remembrance, 

It has been long apprehended that the publidc 
transactions & general State of the Town as well aa 
the Behavior of particular persona have been greatly 
misrepresented to his Majestys Ministers by some of 
the principal Servants of the Crown & others here, 
whose Stations & Connections may give them weight. 
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Can it be ima^nd Sir thai Administration could en- 
tertain iin opinion of ilic Towrt ms being in a Stat«: of 
Disobedience to nil I-aw & Gov* & in Consequence 
thereof order ilic military power to the aid of civil 
authority, but from what was judgd tlie 1>^st Intelli- 
gencc, transmitted by persons in the highest Trust & 
Confidence & from whom the most impariial Ac- 
counts arc always to be expected. These Appre* 
hensions arc greatly stn;ngthend by the unexpected 
favor of a Gentleman of Character in London who 
has been :>o kind as to procure & transmit to his 
Maj*^tys Council of the province certain Letters from 
Governor Bernard to the Earl of Hillsboroiigh to- 
gether with one from General Gage Co the same 
noble Lord/ These Letters have represental the 
proceeding* of the Council in such a Light, as alarms 
thrir Attention : And the Character of the Town is 
so deeply affected by them, as to evince the propriety 
of the prayer of the petition that they may be favord 
with Copies of all Gov' Bernards Letters, the Me- 
morials of the Commissioners of the Customs here 
& other papers of the same import. In sliort Sir 
the Representative Body of che province for years 
past, from Extracts of Letters from the principal 
Sccrelarys of State to Gov' Bernard occasionally 
laid before them, have seen reason lo conclude that 
their own publicic Conduct & the Behavior of their 
Constituents, have been unfairly represented even 
to his Majesty himself, by which they have unfof^ 
tunately suffcrd the royal Displeasure. Upon such 
occasions they have thought it their indispensible 

■SMbolDW, XH^ I'D*' 
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Duty, to intreat his Majesiys Mintsiers that no Rep- 
resentations might further operate u^ainsc them tiU 
they should be made acqjainteU vv^itii their nature 
& tendency & answer for themselves- Such a re<tue!>l 
tho never granted, must be allowed to be highly rea- 
sonable : for the world will judge, whether ii is con- 
sistent with the plainest rules of Law and Justice, to 
condemn persons unheard, especially upon the Evi- 
dence of those who have made them selves a party^ & 
whose Being, at least the Being of their Importance; 
depends either jpon their Sf($'fcy^ or a manly Sup- 
port of their Testimony. 

It is said that Gov' Bernard has expressd an Un- 
easiness that Letters wrote by him in Confidence 
should be made publick. Whether thts be fact or 
not I will not pretend to say; but surely Justice 
loudly called for the publication of those Letters at 
least so far as thai his Majcstys Council o( this prov- 
ince & the Town sh^ be apprisd of their Contents. 
There arc some things in them which it can be made 
clearly 10 appear, are very gros^t & material Mistakes. 
It is a very great Misfortune, when there is no sort 
of Confidence, to say the least, bet^veen a Gov' of a 
Province & the people over whom he presides ; Gen* 
era! Gage very probably, fonnd his opinion of the 
Town upon the Informations of Gov' Bernard ; which 
io truth is the highest. & ought to be the best Au- 
tlw^rity in the Pnivince. I'pun l<^s Authority it W 
seem very extraordinary that a Gentleman who had 
resided but a few Weeks in the Town in which time 
there had not been the least Di^rder, sh^ positively 
declare to a Minister of State tliat "in trutli there is 
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very little Gov* in Boston/' That "the ToTA-n & 
the province had a very long time been influcncd by 
mad people.'* That thr^ir intentions at their Town 
Mceiings, before his residence in the Town were fiufr 
ptcious, & that he was happy, the Troops from Hair* 
fax arrivd at the lime they did " 



ARTlCr.E filONElJ ** A BOSTONIAN, 
\B*ttm C^Mtttr. April U. >7^] 

Messieurs EDits& Gill, 

Genitral Gage in his letter to the Earl of Hills- 
borough, is pleased to tell his Lordship that " in truth 
thereis very little governraeni in Boston": that "their 
Intentions were suspicious"; and That, Mie was 
happythcTroopsfrom Halifax arrived at the time they 
did" — Some Oimtlemen might perhaps have beer a 
little mort* cautious of coming to such a Conclusion, 
and of writing to a minister of state an article of intel- 
ligence, which most certainly must affect the Repose 
of the Sovereign as well as the Happine^ of the Sub- 
jects — There was not the least Disturbance in this 
town during the short time of the General's residence 
in it, except what was occasion 'd by the ie/fifiy arrrrMt/ 
of those troops from Halifax — Ko man's statiofi 
ought to exempt him from being called upon by a 
loyal people, either to make good or retract hLs 
Charge against them as being ''suspicious" in their 
intentions/* at an open legal meeting: and 1 dare 
challenge the General to prove by fair argument that 
the publi<:k transactions of the Town ua the 13th of 
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September last,* or the subsequent proceedings of tile 
Convention, were '* dangerous" as he is pleas'd to call 
them, or that they in the Icaat Degree militated with 
any Law or the British Constitulion : As these tran- 
sactions were all made publick to the world, it is pre- 
sumd thai the General read them and well considcr'd 
tliem before he form VI his own judgment, csjwrciallj' 
as he iho't proper to communicate his jiulf^ment lohi* 
Majesty's minister ; and therefore it is with great pro- 
priety expected that he will candidly piibliiih the Rca* 
sons, upon which he grounded hU Judgment, or he 
must allow the impartial part of mankind in Britain 
as well as America to conclude that it was not well 
founded. With respect to the general state of the 
town and province, ;lie abstirJily of the Opinions of 
his Majesty's Council, and the Behaviour of the Jus- 
tices of the peace, of all which the General writes 
with great freedom, it is probable that he had his In* 
formation from Governor Beknard, and his few ad- 
herents in the province. This it mustbcown'd is the 
highest authority, but it may not be the best If 
General Gage had lurn'd a little of his attention to the 
publick Writings of the General Assembly of the 
province, throughout the greater part of Governor 
Bernards administration, he would have found that 
there had been a constant Jealousy among the Gen- 
erality of the People in e\'er>* part of the province. 
that the national Resentment against this Colony in 
particular, wax owing to the Misrepresentations of ihe 
Governor himself; and this might have induced the 
General to have used some Caution how he entertained 
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^n ill opinion i>f ttir; people, but especially how he 
founded his representations to a minister of «taic of 
their temper and behaviour, altogether upon the Dc* 
claration of Governor Bernard and his friends ; for 
when Contests run high, the proverb, however homely 
it may be, will be allowed by impartial men to be just, 
that '*onc story is good, until another is told/' If 
good King David was in haste when he once said 
that all men were Liars : yet surely the General has 
studied mankind more thorowly. than to suppose it 
altogether impossible for a Governor of a province to 
misrepresent and abuse the people even 10 the Ear 
of Majesty itself. The History- of his oimt times may 
confute such an opinion: And should it tinally ap* 
pear by the states of facts sent home in the last ship, 
by his Majesty's Council and the Town of Boston, 
that Governor Bernard, is an instance of the Truth o( 
it. I would only ask. upon a candid supposition that 
the General grounded hi*; Letter upon what such a 
Governor told him. What Reparation he can make 
without publickly acknowledging his mistake? If the 
General has characterized the Town and Province 
upon his own observation, I appeal to the candid 
world, whether the bare affirmation of a Gentleman, 
unsupported by any Evidence, can be decm'd suf- 
flcienC to blast the Reputation of a Province* 

A BOSTOHIAK. 
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ARTICLE SIGNED "A TORV, " 

n Sir — / 

As an individual Inhabitant of this Province tho' 
olKCure and mean, I beg leave to present tny con- 
gratulatory' Compliment to your on the high 

honor you now auatain, of a Baronet of Great- 
Britain. This is a Promotion which the frttnds cf 
GovrrnrnfftS, or which is the same tWyng, your awn 
fricnd3 have long thought you justly merited : And 
even your enemies ard the /actwus Leaders them- 
selves must confess, that the eminent Services you 

have done for ^\^prisent M y have been such as 

my L of H that Patron of iru€ worth could 

not have fail'd to set forth in the most distinguishing 
point of lighL— Your Promotion, Sir, reflects an 
honor on the Province itself : An Honor which has 
never been confcrr'd upon it, since the ihricc happy 
administration of Sir Edmonu Amuross, of precious 
memory, who was also a Baronet ; nor have the un- 
remitted Endeavors of that very amiahU and truly 
patriotick Gentleman, to render the nioM substantial 
and lasting Services to lhi% people* upon ihe plan of 

a ws€ and un<orruf>i set of M rs, been ever/^f- 

aiUiUd. till itincc you adorn d the Ch r — Your 

own Letters will serve to convince the World, and 
the latest Posterity, that while you have constantly 
preserved a sacred and inviolable Regard to punctit- 
lious Truth, in €very Representation which you have 
made of the people of your G -, you have care* 

■ Frmncli Bcnunl, Ikroaei of NetHohun- ^ce below, ptgc JTS, 
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fully endeavor'd to give the most favorabis Colour- 
ing to their Conduct and Reputation: And the 
Tenderfuss which yoL> have rvcr r€n$arkably felt for 
their rrW/ Rights ^s well as their Rtligion^ will not 
admit of the least Room to question, but that even 
the InRuence you have emtUntly employ 'd with 
Success, to introduce -a Mh-itaby Power, and the 
unwearied Pains you took to get them quarter'd 
m the /tody oj ihe Town^ sprang froip your PUiy 
and BeH^jolme^ o( Heart — Pity it is that you have 
not a Pension to support your Title : But an as- 
sembly wcU chosen, may supply that want even to 
your wish. Should this fail, a late Letter, said to 
have strxjngly retomincnded a Tax upon the Im- 
proved Lands of the Colonies, may be equally 
successful with the other Letters ai the /t\te Natur^^ 
and Funds SiUFuriENT may he rai&d for the Use 
and Emolument of yourself and friends, without a 
Dependence upon a "military csiadlisknufit si4p- 
ported by the Provinces at Castle-William." 1 am. 
Sir, with the most profound Respect, and with ihe 
sincerest Wishes for your funher Exaltation, the 
most servile of all your Tools, 

A Tony. 



TOTE OF THE TOWN OF BOSTON- MAY 5. iT**. 



pis. Saaan Her Clerk's Offloe : ■ tm, wlih varkuoni. b la Afftun Btrtw^ 

Voted that The Town before they proceed upofi 
the Business of this Uay, do make. & order to be 
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cnterd upon their records, the following Declara- 
tion of their Rights & the Freedom of their Elec- 
tions viz 

The Sel<;ctmen having acquaint*^(l thi^ Town that 
they had waited on General Matkay^ Commander 
of his Majesty's forces quarterd here, to inform him 
that the Choice of persons to represent the Town in 
tlie General Assenihly was coming on, & to claim in 
Behalf of the Town the full Right of British Free- 
holders & Subjects upon so important an Occasion, 
founded in the Principles of the British Consiiiution. 

The Selectmen having also acquainted the Town 
that the General had declared that it was not in 
his power to march the Troops out of the Town 
upon this occasion, or any further to comply with 
this Claim, than by confining the Troops to the 
Barracks, which he engaged to do. 

The Town, the' they receive this reply ^ a 
Concession on ihe pan of the General, in favor 
of the Justice of their Claim, yet ^a the measure 
of confining the troops to their Barracks only, & not 
removing them out of Town is by no means adequate 
to the Extent of their right, lhe>' cannot proceed 
to the Election, without declaring their clear & ftill 
Sense, that the residence of an armed force in 
the Town, during an Election of so great Imjjort- 
ance, is a gross InFringment of their constitutional 
Rights; at the same time protesting, that thetrpro* 
cceding to an Eleclion undrr such a Circmnstjince, 
is wholly from neccssit)-, & not to be considered 
as a precedent at any time hereafter, or construed 
as a voluntary rececding from the Incontesdble 
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rights of British Subjects & Treeholclers in so in- 
teresting an Affair, 



THE HOUSE OK REPRRSENTATIVES OP MASSACHUSETTS TO 
TKB COVERKDR.^ fUKE 15. I7A«. 

May a phase your Ex^fUfn^, 

Tlir House of R ep rest n la lives \ix\f, duly consif!^ 
ered your message of the 51st of May,* and arc sorry 
to find your Excellency declaring, that you ''have no 
authority over his Majesty's ships in thb port, or his 
troops within this town; and that yon can give no 
orders (or the removal of the same." 

Wc clearly hold, that tlie King's most excellent 
Majesty, to whom wc have, and ever shall bear. and» 
since the convening of this present Assembly, we 
have sworn true and faithful allegiance, is the supreme 
executive power through all the parts of the British 
empire : and wc are humbly of opinion, that, within 
the limits of this colony and jurisdiction, your Excel- 
lency is the King's Lieutenant and Captain General 
and Commander in Chief, in as full and ample a man- 
ner, as IS the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, or any 

' AtlriboUd to Adum* \if S. A. Wdl*: S^muff AifAmr amf i/u Amtrvtv 
RftvlntiffHy vol, i. , p. iTOt jVJtmft wu oao of iho C4nmit1«, appoinlvd Jqb^ 
IM» to ^uDiitlcr thcT i^overnDT'i mcujiEir ef Miiy 3L»[. Thg (omuiilWE, which 
tftdiid«tO[n, W»rT*n, HflTicnrk, tnA {[iivlpy.r^prtntdon Jnar «4l>iiMrt r«pm 
wu not ■ccepiedn Tha conunitiet Rport«<i ngtln wi Junv 6t^) aini (b 

repATt wiu i»e{V«<f on June 13th- The anoRT Is prlnie*! In ibe JcvriMl fff 
the KouH, pp. i9. I9. 
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other his Majesty's Lieutenants, in the dominions 
to the realm of Great Britain appertaining. 

From thence, we think, it indubitably follows^ that 
all officers, civil and military, A\ithm this colony, arc 
subject lo the order, direction and control of your Ex- 
cellency, so far at lea&t, as is necessary for che safety 
of the people and the security of the privilege of thia 
House, as they are to the King's Majesty within the 
realm. And though we admit, that peace and war are 
in the King's hand, and that it is an indisputable part 
of the royal prerogative, ncccssar)' for the preservation 
of the Commonwealth, as all other well grounJed 
prerogative powers are — That to destine the fleets, 
and march the armies of the state to any part of the 
world, where they may be necessary for the defence 
and preservation of the society, belongs to the 
Crown ; yet it is impossible to believe, that a military 
power or a standing army, procured and stationed 
here, in consequence of misrepresentations of the 
duly and loyalty of his Majesty's subjects of the prov- 
ince, and suddenly quartered, not only contrary to 
act of Parliament, and to every principle of reason, jus- 
tice and equity, but accompanied with ev<?ry mark of 
contempt, reproach and insult, to as brave and loyal 
a people as ever served a Prince, can be uncontrol- 
able by the Supreme Executive of the province; 
which, within the limits of the same, is the just and 
full representative of the Supreme Executive of the 
whole empire. 

Ii is well known, that it is no uncommon ihing for 
disturbances to happen in populous cities ; and such 
as have unfortunately taken place in ihts province 



344 



THE WRITINGS OF 



r-j«« 



have been greatly misrepresented We have POt 
only been cold of. but all parts of the empire hare 
been alarmed with apprehen<iLonfv of danger to his 
Majcsly's goveraraent, in North America, in genera}, 
and this province in particular, by reason of the most 
exaggerated accounts of certain disturbances, which, 
howrcver, have, in every instance, h«^n far, vcrj- far, 
from beint; carried to that atrociout. and alarming 
leng[th to which many have been in Britain, at the very 
gales of the palace and even in the royal presence. 

It i*imo!it certain, tlial every subject has a right to 
have the rules of his duty, obedience and allegiance, 
clearly defined and determined. Hence it may be 
infrrrt^d, that vtrj' miserable is the servitude o( those, 
who know not whetlierthey aresubject to an absolute 
power, civil or military, or both ; as may most effect- 
ually prosper the machinations and fulfil the purposcsof 
despotism. It must be obvious to all jurists, and to 
every man endued with an ordinary understanding, 
that the doctrine your Excellency has been pleased to 
advance, in your answer to the message of the House, 
involves us in that state, which is called, by the 
learned^ imperium in imficn'o^ or at least establishes 
a military power here, uncontroJablc by any civil 
authority in the province, 

It has been publicly said, that the military' power is 
become necessary in this colony, to aid and support 
civil govcrument, for which wc have no less authority 
than the resolutions of the two Houses of Parliament, 
and the declaration of one of hia Majesty's principal 
Secretaries of State. The use of the military power 
to enforce the execution of the laws, is, in the opinion 
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of this House, inconsistent with the spirit of a free 
constitution, and the very nature of government. 
Nor can there be any ncccssitj* for it ; for the body of 
the people, ihe possr torHi^a/m. will always aid the 
magistrate in the execution of such laws as ought to 
be executed, The very supposition of an unwilling- 
nc!^ in the people in general, that a law should be 
executed, carrier with it the strongest presumption, 
that it is an unjust bw ; at least, that it is unsa]utar^^ 
It cannot be their law; for, by the nature of a free 
conaiitution, the [x-'opic must consent to law!i, before 
they can be obliged, in conscience, to obey them. In 
truth, no law. however grievous, has been opposed in 
Ihe execution of it, in this province; and yet. a mtli* 
lary power is sent here, puqiosely to aid in the execu- 
tion of the laws. And what adds to the injustice of 
those who procured this armament, is. that it was 
procured at the very time when the people were duti- 
fully supplicating the throne for redress of grievances, 
occasioned by acts of Parliament, for the puq>o5c of 
raising a revenue in America, \Vc think we can 
infer, from your Excellency's declaration, that this 
military force is unconcrolable by any authority in the 
province. It is, then, a power without any check 
here; and therefore so far absolute. An absolute 
power, which has the sword constantly in its hand, 
may exercise a vigorous severity' whenever it pleases. 
What privilege, what security, is then left to this 
HoiJS*f. whose very existence, to any purpose, <1tv 
pends upon its privilege and security. Nothing re- 
mains in such a state* if no redress can be had fron^ 
the King's Lieutenant in the province, but that tlie 
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oppressed people unite in laying their (crvent and 
humble petition before their gracious Sovereign. 



THE 1I0USK OK «K1-RESENTATIVK8 OF MASSACHU-SI 
TO THE COVERNOR,* JUNE l«, 1769. 

A fay it pi fast y^ur Excellency, 

As you have not thought proper, irt your reply* to 
the message of this House, of the i3ch instant, to 
throw any light on the subject, or invaUdatc the 
principles we therein advanced, your Excellency will 
wllow us to concKide, thai those principles were well 
grounded, and that there is no reason for us to alter 
our aentimcnts on this interesting point 

You are pleased to intimate, that much time and 
treasure has been spent in determining a merely 
speculative question. The House regard a standing 
army, posted within the province, in a time of the 
most profound peace, and uncontrolablc by any au- 
thority in it, as a dangerous innovation ; and a guard 
of soldiers, with cannon planted at the doors of Che 
Stale House, while tlic General Assembly was there 
held, as the most pointed insult ever offered to a free 
people, and its whole Legislative. This, sir. and not 
the question of your Excellency's authority to remove 

* Attrllmt^l to AdKinfc b^ W. V. WctU i-'/' «■/ SammJ Adami, nl. i, ^ 
357- Tbe CDtumiLtce trhkli (C|>QrLeiI this mttwet iiiclitJcJ AJuuit^ OiU. Hu- 
cock. ftDd Cuiihing^ The irtwcr vii% prini«i1 in (he JournuL of the Mnoa*. 

i>p. n. n- 

* DvlUrrcJ vn jiiiic i )(h, tlu: 1ft>t Jay llic Gen^nl Couit onn U Doiloci piiof 
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his Majesty's ships out of the harbor, or his troops 
out of the town of Boston, was tht principal cause of 
the " non atiivity of the Assembly. " Ha«l your Ex- 
cellency felt for the Asst^mbly, and the people over 
whom you preside^ even though you had supposed 
yourself not properly authorized, you would have 
employed your influence, at leasl, for the removal 
of this grievance; especially as his Majesty's Coun- 
cil, as well as this House, had before expressed to 
your Excellency their just indignation at so un- 
precedented an affroni. But, instead of the least 
abatement of this militarj' parade, the General As- 
sembly has been made to give way to an armed 
force, as the only means in your power to remove 
the difficulty we justly complained of. Your Ex- 
cellency has ordered a removal of the General As- 
sembly itself, from its ancient scat and place, where 
the public business has generally been done with 
the greatest convenience, ease and despatch. It is 
with pain, that we are obliged here to observe, that 
the very nighi after this adjotirnment was made, the 
cannon were removed from the Court House, as 
though it had been designed, that so small a circum- 
stance of regard should not be paid to the Assembly, 
when convened by the royal authority, and for his 
Majesty's service in the colony. 

You are pleased to pass a censure upon this House, 
in !taying, that *' yon r^innot sit still and see surh a 
waste of lime and treasure to no purpose." Those 
alone are answerable for any expense of time and 
treasure on thts occasion, who have brought us 
into such a situation, as has hitherto rendered our 
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proceeding to business incompatible with the t)>gnity^| 
as well as the freedom of this House. No time can^ 
better be employed, than in the preservation of tl 
right?* dcrivf^d from the British coftstiliition, ami 
sifttinf; upon points, which, though your Excdieni 
may consider ihem as non C3sential> we esteem 
best bulwarks. No treasure can be better expended, 
than in securing that true old EnglifJi liberty, which 
gives a relish to ever>' other enjoyment These, vtK 
have the satisfaction to believe, arc the sentiments of 
our cGn>itttueitts, to whom alone we are accountable 
how wc apply their treasure ; and wc are fully per- 
suaded, from what we have already heard, that, not- 
vrithstandtng the apparent design o( your message 
prejudice their minds aj^inst u^ what your Exi 
lency has been pleased to coll our "non activity" 
will receive their approbation, rather than their 
censure 
a much 

when business could not be entered upon, but at the 
expcase of tkeir rights and liberties, and the privilege 
of this House. 



not- , 

;civc tfteir approbation, ratner tnan their ^ 
; for an entire fortnight, spent in silence, ^^^^ 
longer time, cannot be displeasing to them, ^ 
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PETITION or THE IIOU^^C OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 
MASSACHUSETTS TO THE KING,' JUNE t?, i76» 

\Sfttct fftltrsontfU Tradf *nii Cirvtrnmtrti 9/ Atttrita; tn^ iHt ^fimdf^t 
4/ (Jt* and ^^lil}\ a///tjd tf Ihf Ammmn Calmut. iVrttleH hy tjatfrrnffr 
jfmwri/, at Suttm. /» iAj y^^ri ijdj, 4,s% ^ 7i 'i^^S, LaoiIod. 1774. pp. 

The Petition of the House of Representatives of 
Massachmefs-Bay To The King's Most Excellent 
Majesty. 

Moat Gracious Sovereign, 

We your Majesty's most dutiful and faithful sub- 
jects the Representatives of your ancient and loyal 
Colony of the Massackus^t's-Bay; impressed with the 
deepest gratitude to almighty god. for calling to 
the Sriiish Succession your illustrious Family ; and so 
firmly establishing your Majesty on the throne of 
your Royal Progenitors; and being abundantly con- 
vinced of your Majesty's grace and clemency; most 
humbly implore the Royal favor, while we briefly 
repreaeni our grievances, which your Majesty alone 
under god can redress. 

We are constrained in duty to your Majes,ly, and 
in faithfulness to our Constituents, to lay before your 
Majesty our complaints of his Excellency Sirfrancu 
Bernard, Baronet, your Majesty's Governor of this 
Colony, whose wh<Je Administration appears to have 

1 Aikm« w« A mcnbef of ibc comninct on the »Uie of the proTuic*. ■!»- 
pofOCed June [Q, 17(^. vFiich rep<in«1 <a Jqhc SIK. «B(1 agjiiri »h Jan* ^tb. 
i>ban llje reporl wut iiiiiniiBoi:t]]r Kctpled. unet)r-£ve nembrn b#in£ fmwnt. 
T^e petition i< phnlcd in iIl< JrmmAl of the ItoaBc.pp, 85-67. ThcBuEhoiihip 
JH noE Ei^tlf [)c«mk;n«l. Adirniiiw t]u} cnr of lh« l^»nlnilIn. ippatninl 
JtJj ftb, Ui pr«pi0« ciidoK* in BOpport of (b« p«tiik>it. A« 1« i^e rwolil. m 
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been repugnant not only to your Majesty's service, 
and the welfare of your subjects in the Colony, but 
even to ihe first principles of the Briiisk Consiu^^ 
tution. ^^ 

1. From his lirst arnval here, he has in his Speeches 
and other public Acts treated the Representative 
body with contempt. 

2. He lus in his public Speeches chared both 
Houses of the General Assembly expressly with 
oppuj^n^liou 4igaitist the Royal Authority; clecl;3ring 
tliat they had left Gentlemen out of the Council only 
for their fidelity to the Crown, 

3. He ha^ from llnie to time indiscreetly and wan< 
tonty exercised the prerogative of the Crown, in the 
repeated negative of Councellors of an unblemished 
reputation, and duly elected by a great majoritj"; 
some of them by the unanimous suffrage of both 
Houses of Assembly, 

4. He has declared that certain seats at the Coun- 
cil hoard shall bt kept vacant, till certain Gentle men, 
who are his favourites, shall be re-elected. 

5. He has unconstitutionally interfered with and 
unduly influenced elections, particularly in the choice 
of an Agent for thr Colony. ^j 

6. He has very abruptly displaced divers Gentle- ^f 
men of worth, for no apparent reason, but because 
they voted in the General Assembly with freedom 
and against his measures. 

7. He has in an unwarrantable manner taken upon 
himself the exercise of your Majesty's Royal Preroga- 
tive, in granting a charter for a College ; contiar)' to 
an express vote of Uie House of Representatives, 
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and without even asking the advice of your Majesty's 
Council, 

8. He has practiced sending over depositions to 
the Ministry, privately taken against Gentlemen of 
character here, without giving the persons accused 
the least notice of his purposes and proceedings. 

9. He has very injuriously repr<;senced your Maj- 
esty's loving subjects of this Colony, in general, as 
having an ill tx^mper prevailing aniong?it them; <is 
di<;aFrected to your Majesty's Government, and in- 
tending to bring the authority of Parliament into 
contempt And. by such false representations, he 
has been greatly instrumcrtal, as this House humbly 
conceive, in exciting jealousies, and disturbing that 
harmony and mutual affection which before happily 
■subsisted^ and we prfiy con may again subsist, be- 
tween you Majesty'4 subjects in Great Britain and 
America. 

to. He has, in his letters to one of your Majesty's 
Ministers, unjiistly charged the majority of your 
Majesty's faithful Council in the Colony with having 
avowL^d the principles of opposition to the authority 
of Parliament, and acted in concert with a party from 
whence such opposition originated. 

II. He has also, in his letter to another of your 
Majesty's Minislen falsely declared that a plan was 
laid, and a number of men actually inrolicd in the 
town of Bosion, to seize your Majesty's Castle 
William, in the harbour of the same, out of your 
Majesty's hands. 

13. Such Representations of the state and circum- 
stances of this Colony, from a Gentleman of the 
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highest trust In it. will ol necessity be receivrti wiili 
full credit, till they arc made to appear false. And 
in consequence, thereof your Majcsly'3 true and 
loyal subjects have suffered the reproach a^ well as 
other hardships of having a milrlarj' force stationed 
here, to support your Majesty's authority, and the 
execution of the laws; which measure has been ap- 
proved of by your Majesty's two Houses of Parlia- 
ment, as appears in their resolutions. That the town of 
/iasUn has been in a state of disorder and confttsion ; 
and that the circumstances of the Colony were such 
as required a military force for the purposes above- 
mentioned. 

J3, Having; been a principal im^tritmenl, as we ap- 
prehend, in procuring this mililar)' force, your Maj- 
esC>^'s said Governor, in an unprecedented manner 
and a5 though he had designed to irritate to the highest 
degree ordered the very room which is appropriated 
for the mct^ting of th^ Representatives of the Gimeral 
Ast^embly, which was never used for any other purpose, 
and where their Records are kept, to be employed as a 
barrack for the common soldiers; and the ccntinds 
were so posted, as that your Majesty's Council, and 
the Justices of the court of common law, were daily 
interrupted, and even challenged, in their proccedii^ 
to the business of their several departments. 

14. He endeavored, contrary to the express de- 
sign of an Act of Parliament, to quarter your Majesty's 
troops in the body of the town of Boston, while the 
barracks, provIdeJ by the Government at the Castk:, 
within the Town, remained useless ; and. for pur- 
poses manifestly evasive of the said Act, he unw. 
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to provide t[iiarters for 
the troops, otherwise than is therein prescribed. 

15. After having dissolved the General Assembly 
at a most critical season, and while they were cm- 
ployed in the most necessary ami important business, 
he arbitrarily refused to call another for the space of 
ten months, and until the time appointed in the 
Royal Charter for the calling a General Assembly, 
against the repeated and dutiful petitions of the 
people, 

r6. It appears by his letters to the Earl of Hiils- 
borough, your Majesty's Secretary of State, thai he 
has endeavoured to overthrow the present constitution 
of Government in this Colony, and to have the people 
deprived of their invaluable Charter Rights, which 
they and their ancestors have happily enjoyed under 
your Majesty's administration, and those of your 
Royal Predecessors. 

17. By the means aforesaid, and many other diat 
might be enumerated, he has rendered his Adminis- 
tration odious to the whole body of the people, and 
bas entirely alienated their affections from him, and 
thereby wholly destroyed that confidence in a Gover- 
nor, which your Majesty's service indispensably re* 
quires. 

Wherefore we most humbly intrcat your Majesty, 
that his Excellency Sir Francis Btmard Baro- 
net, may be for ever ^cmo^■cd from the Govern- 
ment of this Province: and that your Majesty 
would be graciously pleased to place one in his 
stead, worthy to serve the greatest and best Monarch 
on earth. 
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And the Representatives of the Colony of Sfussa- 
£hus4fs Bay, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 
In their nam«:, and by thmr ord<.'r. signed 

TiTOMAS CcjsHuvc, Spcokef. 



ANSWER or OOVERTiOR BERXARD TO THE PETITION OF 
THE HOUSE or XEFRBSS^TATIVES TO THB Ktr«a 

The Answer of Sir Francis Bernard, Bart Gover- 
nor of his Majesty's Province of Masaachuscts Bay. 
To The Crtmplalnt preferred agaio-st him by the 
House of Representatives of the said Province, now 
depending before his Majesty in CounciL' 

Tiiis R»pon<^cnt ptote9tinjtaftun«1 the uncertainty, ft«nernlity, 
irrelevancy, aril incuffidcncy of th« tM ccmpbtct, and against 
hii b?tng rrquircJ to inakr ar\y unnece«4aTy, iupf-rltuoua, or tm- 
praclicablc proofs; pantcjUrly proofs cf the ncjCJiEivc of aiicb 
oMcrtlottK in ihc naxA complaint as are not wpporte4 by aay 
evidence, vnd by their gen«ralhy and want of paitfcular alle- 
gatianH arc incap&blcr of nc^lirc pioofs; and alao protc^ling 
afamat the unfair piacuccs uacd by the GomplAinnnia. or at lca«t 
by %h* Speaker atkI Cleric of the said Hou^e, to deprive him of 
the benefit of auch evidence, both written and verbal, aj was to 

■ Til* nacitr vu fiiniillv bnmghi fm for fiMring br^ftrtv t <vnitiln« of llie 
Privy Ccaiwi] on Fcbrwy afl, 1770, when ih* Gavamor ind «oubicI Aiiiviidfld 
with evldtacc to «up[>ari i-hc tilq^tlEoiit of ihc ibivci:. I'lic ^r<>l offetx4 ftO 
pr«of In voppnrl at ih* mmfiltlAl. «fld ftikfil in ■iljoiEmnteni irrr uvtm 
BVnlh^ wUcb t1i« 0Ditimitt4v »fiiH<l to gnnf. and dBtcTmiiMd Cb'l " tfc« •«*- 
tnX cli4n(a ■ ' Kit j[roiiiidI«i>, vfttttioiLB, and jictnrlklciw. and iTut lie 

fud pMltton ea|hi tA b* dlirrtlvMd/' Tha rvpoit nr tbi cammtttK wa* a^ 
prand bf llw Kb« la Co«aciL Mafch 14. IT?0. XrJf^t /^Hfrt, pp, t94-i|», 
ty. T. HuidiiiuwH. flittvy 4/ tM Prr^imt */ ^^ttiAmHIi. vol HI,, pp. 
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he h*(l onljr ai Boshn. hy refusing lo Kive hfm ^ copy of Hic aaid 
complnint, from ilie lych day of /tttf^ '7*59. wh«n ihc said toni' 
plAint paAHcd ihe houfi«, «r»to ihc 37th da^ o( /ui}\ hc\ttg but 
lime dAj^t beff^re the day fiifd for hit d^panitve lo Efij^hitt/, 
aUhough li? fretiuezitly dp(>licd to tlic Speaker of the Huusc for 
•luch a copy, of tlic truth of which he ia rcAdy to make oath: to 
the compLftint, or to Kuch pjirt thereof u it material for him to 
answer ro, answ^reih i* followetht 

And, Gmt, the Rnpondcnt bc^ kavc to obacrvc of the com* 
(ilaint. that it had it» OTifination in a resentment ft|;ftinai the Rc- 
spoi\dent, for hit being chArgcdwlih certain orders ol hu Majmiy 
relating to the Houie of RepreicntativM, and hli declaring hi« 
intention to obey such orders. This will appedr from the 
JoumaJtiof tbe Hoitac of Rep re&cnu lives, whcTc h wtll be seen, 
that 01^ /«j«/ sifil, ijfit, the RcGpondent senE a mcKs;tge,' incloK- 
inp an rxirarl of n leiter frotn the Si-crctary of State to him the 
Rettxjttdent, Mgnifying his Mjjest)''a pleasure. That heshould je* 
quite Che Houac to r«aeird a resolution of a fonnor House, and 
dtcUrc their ditapprobation of the tame. On /unt ^jd,' the 
House desired (be Respondent would give them a ca\\y of Ihe 
other part of the Secretary of Slate's Icltcr. On June *4th,' the 
Respondent sent a copy of the other pari of the letter, by which 
h« wa« ordered, in caacof rvfoiil, to dJMOIve the Afttftmbly ; and 
said* that, if th^y obliged htm tr> it. he must ob«y his r^rdem. On 
JmMt )olh, the tlouac passed a vote, thai they would not rescind, 
{tc. and passed on answer to the Respondent* to that purpose ; 
immediately after which, they appointed a committee* to prepare 
a pHilion 10 ihc king tn remove the governor. The priiiion 
being ready prepared. w&» Lmmcdiately reported and read ; and 
tipoa dcbaie, u being objeeled that there was no proof of the 
fKts alledged, the petition was re'Ccmmiiicd, and the committee 
wat ordered 10 bring evidence in ftupi>on of divers articles. 
Thna il rated until tt new assembly met in Hay, ilt^, when thia 



■ Mtta^kutittM State Ptftrt. pp. I4). 14^ 

< AiV.. p, 14O. * /Aiti.. pp. 146. >47- ' ^w tbovr. pi|-E vic^. 
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cornplsini was rerived, irith somettctJe alieraiion. and some addi- 
liond Article* uittni; from new lt,KX% ; md ni^IwithaUnding it bad 
been before rejected for want of proof, it nos t)ow admitted witb* 
out iny proof, and passed ihe House ihe jjlh day of /»*/, '7*^ 
II ha« bc^n fctnre circulatt^d throLighouE Amfritti And Grtct BHi- 
min, in QcvA<i}flpcr\ uaa^zulDC^ iind pamiihlcti : it h«« been com- 
niemcduT)on.andnTEiicdfrcrn,astnic. in difTcrcr;! [>af crri ;atvdtbe 
KeApOQdcQt hw been called upon, by anonymoiii wnters^to m- 
awer ihit <:onip]aim before the pubUc, whilfii he was endeavouriiig 
to obuia a be4riiLK of \\ before the Kins In CounuU ^d ibt 
agent for the ComptiinftTttt wa» doi^ig aII he could to prcvcnl it, 
under a pretence of wailing for proofs, 

I. And the Respondent, further answering, laith. That (he 
finit artide in ootorloLnily untrue, it bdng well known to all who 
arc acquainted with the government of Af^traf^nufj Bay , thai 
from the lime of the preKcnl govcmoT'ii (the Reipondent's) eit* 
tering upon that government, which was in August, 1760. until 
the opposition made 10 the ataiup-uct, which began in t&c ftMt 
t765, a ver>' ^ood iindcrKUndinf; and agrecmenl of aentisienta 
uid action* between the govertior and the assembly, in both itt 
branche:t, contlnuaUy prev;iiled ; of whidi the Journals of ibe 
HouEse dfford iitan/ pregnant pruob. But, after the opposition 
to the Parliament wa& adopted by the House of Rcprcsentatirca, 
it became impoKEible for (he Respondent, or any governor, Eo do 
hii; duty and preserve his popularity, 

J- The Respondent admits, that he did dctlarc that ihe Gen- 
eral Assembly left genllenicii out of the Council only for their 
lidelity to the Crown ; and if thtt it to be deemed oppugnation 
Against che royaT aurhoriiy, he admits this article to be itue. 
And to juitify sacb declar-tlion he ub^ervcs, that, upon the 
election of eoijnscliors in Mtiy 1766 (which was about a nont^ 
after they had received advice of Ihe repeal of the fitamp-ael), 
the miijority of the (icncral Aiitembly littncd out the lieutenant 
governor (who was also chief justice of the provmcc). the were- 
lary, two other judges of the euperior court, Bfid the attoney 
general, all of them men of irreproaehable eharactert, and high 
estimation srmong the peopfc' There was no accounting for the 
' Sh abc»v«, pa{« 101- 
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depriving the governracnt of the service of m«ti of luch high of- 
fice, ind known ubililies and inicgriiy. but from ;in inr^ncion I0 
lorrer the KiD)^^^ authority in the sovcrnmcnt. and reduce the 
to-i*\Vf of it to u mere forai, and v«9t ftU the real pover in the 
peoi>lc. Thai ihii was and is still the intention, has been since 
niA<lc pUin ^y fiirihct proceedings in snhtequrnt elcrtinnii, in 
which every CO Ljn&cllt>r who has been known, believed, or even 
Bu&pected to be disposed tc support the ^Luthority of the King ind 
Pftrtiament of Gnat Briiam, or the royal righti of the provincial 
government, has been turned our of ihr CcunriT. The Respon- 
dent bcp leave to icfer to a list of counsellors who hftvc been 
thua tvimed out at the four Laxt elections, which, by on inquiry 
into the cfinricter of the persons from those who ate acquainted 
with the province, will fully prove ihe assertion* gbove men- 
tioned - 

3. The Respondent admits, that, since the exclusion of the 
lieutenant governor, secretary, Judge*, and attorney geoenl, 
from the council, he has repeatedly used the right given to the 
governor by the charter, of negativing persons elected for coon- 
seltors, and retLimed to him for his approbation ; but he denies 
that he haa acted therein indiscreetly or wantonly, or upon any 
other motive than that of promoting the King's service.' He has, 
from time to time, signified to his Majesty's Mioistera the prin- 
ciples upon which he formed his conduct in this respect, and has 
had the honor ti> have such condiict approved of by his Majesty, 
aa was signified 10 him by the Earl of SAet^urn^, at that lime 
one of his Majesty's principal sccTeEarte« of state, by hU letter 
dated *^A ^7, 1767, which was after the second time of his exer- 
cising his negative;* from which letter he begs leave 10 iniert the 
following words : 

" t have the pleasure to signify to you his Majesty's approbt- 
tiOQ of your conduct, and to acquaint you, that he is graciously 

' After thtt UaI ilccli^n durfnf[ bU BdmlDiititlloii, Governor Gemtnl. on 
jnoe 1, 17A9. diaipprond eleven of dttae diOMn bo (he Covndi by sbeGen- 
will Cottii. 

* At ibe eloccEoo «f 1767. GevCfiUi BeravJ dLuppreved lU of ilicw tleeicd 
iQ the CovMcn I 4JI liter* tcaln tftoMB, oad lite at ihcm w^r* mmmd timedlv 
t|jp»v«d hf Itiv C<rtenoT. 
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plcued \t> approve of your kubviog ocr1e<l tie power lodged i» 
you by th« comKiiution of the proviocc of Jdaaaikttufi M^y, of 
ncKAiiting t*nir\w\\on in ihc In* tfleciiont, which apfieari fTom 
your Mvcr^l kiUr* lo bavo been Ooac inch Uuc tSctibcTAtioa «>d 

4, The Rcsi^ondcnt d«t)ies thit article to be true, so lat ftt ii 
reliLri tu tlie inforcing the rc-ekction of hi* favoriirs; for be luu 
no Uvonlc9 in lespcct to tfic government, but mcb xa hate 
rc>coinni«i)4cd thcmt«lvtt by 6dehij' to Ihc King, aiMi ability 10 
verve him. In this light the lietilenani governor and ibe fc«crc- 
tary loay be coHRidrrrcil 4s hiji fav»riiei ; am) if Mich decbt^tta« 
waa nude, it waa iu Lwqk of them and ihem only : and be beliciea 
he did make luch dvclaration upoa the follo«iog account 
Upon the cxcliieion of ihnctwo gr^ntlemni from the Council (of 
which they hxd been memlirrK for many yeari, and by ih^ir par- 
ticular functions, oa vd) aa their krovrledfie of the public bvi* 
titaa, v»re become almost ncceataty to that body) upon ta^ttirv 
into the contiitLition of the preseri governmeni, it jppestrd from 
ihc uiage under the fornter charier, from rnniiiler^ioiu (tre- 
VLOUB to the graolinR the prcacnt charter, from the word* of 
the charter iuelf, ai^d from ihe practice of Hrst yeai after \hc 
openinjc the charter, thai the lieuienint governor and the VCTe- 
taiy had s. right to «CBtt 'ind voiccK in the Council in vutdtf of 
their oflico, and without being elected thereto, and did activity 
enjoy «\ich ri^ht for one year ai af or«»atd. Bui upon the «l«cuaA 
of a new Council ai the end of the firm year, the uu<tnb1y elected 
the lieutenanl govi^rrior and the itccictaiy atntjrLg the iveniy' 
eight eJectivc cotincellori. instead of permitting them to bevupcr^ 
added lo the elective cotinfeLlors, m wa« de«igr:ed by the cbantt, 
and praciited the y**T hr-^ore. Thi* liriitrninT govrrnoK aad 
secretary acquiescing in this, probably from their unwillingneaa 
to dispute with the asiembty, upon whom they were dcpende&L 
»ubmicied to lake their leate aa elected couDKellori. iitatead of 
official membert of the CoundL And this method prrvatling 
ever after, the Kin^ haa. by iheK means, been deprived of the 
aervice of Wis lieuienoAt itovernor and secretary, the nomination 
of whom he had reierved to himself, in hi^ roimcil. whrre tt ap- 
peaiSTO have been intended they should have *e;n> in virtue oi 
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ibcir olliccs. And grttl dctnincni trJi argtc tu tu> Mftjc»tr'B 
government by their b«ins excluded itie Couni^il fil pirticulAr 
times, when they huv« b«en moil wanted, ac for late y«4» l»i 
been vttf obsenr^blr. The KespoQdcni therefore havtsEs die- 
Lovcfcd ihii u«urpsUion, £nd fjndiDij ti luo iiiuih Luufim^cd by 
line, for him of himself tc uTidc'takc 10 rcsiorc ihc hcutcnuit 
^venkorAndie<:Teury to their rightt, did iranKmit 40 accountcf 
it to ilie Kin^'k hIiniilcrK, i:id did mrniioii the ^anle to the 
Council of the Piovin^e, 01 some uf ttiem ; At the umc time de- 
cUrinK, that u iho lieiitcnartt Kovcroor fii>d secretary htd An 
iohcreot right from (heir o6ice« 10 kcau in the council, though 
they hujd ii)u:illy bven leclconed among the tweoty-eight elected, 
be should not auffcr their ftciia ninvng the twenty-eight lo be 
6Ued up by other p<mons till they wete restored 10 (heir official 
UAt< without the twenty-eight. Thu he did, in order to le^ve 
il open to the :isu;nibty to restore then^ to their nrnu in tbe uauaJ 
««y «i aity litne wheji they vliould lee the Impropriety of their 
l>cui£ cxcJuded. 

5. The Rctpomdent tayi, Tbat he bdievcJE there never wu a 
governor th;it leis intcrfrrnl with dectinns than he ban done ; \x> 
that he know» not what to refer thU charge to, onlea> it is h» 
recommending u i>rovinciaJ agent in the year v^(>$* Thia he 
did^ And cenitnly had a right to do, u the pro. Uncial agent 
il ibr agent of the whole general cciurf, of whir-h the gov- 
ernor i» 4 pari» and tnu»t be coriicntcd to and contmiaiioocd by 
the governor bclore hu appointiuent i« complete. Tbc gen- 
itemaik he recommended vat accordingly choaen, andvefvtdtbe 
province for \w^ yearii, and wa« the motC able and retptcUble 
agent that the province ever had. 

6. The governor of Jianiujktiut's J/ay ha» do power to diB- 
pUc9 civil officen, without the conKent of the Council; irid 
hence It Ik. ihal m»ny persons hold ibeir oAico« in that province, 
who ought to have been displaced long ago. lie has indeed a 
free power over military officers ; but has mode very little uw 
of it, except in 4upeTtied:Dg some fete commiwioni of penoos 
Hhoprofofed and abetted luch piincijilca as rotidc tbeni very 
unfit to have mibufy commands under the Ring. 

7> The Ke^o&dent never had any doubt but that he had a 
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rigtii 10 grtat charEcrs cf incorpor:)lion under ihe King's Mai, of 
which he U thr krrprr. ;lk k prarm^d by all other royal gov- 
cmon in Amtrita. And he did once, some yc.m ago, or<ii?r a 
charter to be made out for eilabliahitig a colkfciatc fchcsol in the 
rxifcix)« parts of the provmce, upon the petition of diven r^ 
Hpecialkle pf^rv^onn inhablfanu of the ^jiid [knrt% who Kere ready 
CO endow the said ichoo). Bul understanding thai Ehc proposed 
charier gave timbrage 10 the eoUcge at CamMd^t near B^sU'n^ be, 
upon that account only, and not out Of any dotibt of his pover to 
grant surh .1 charter, or the rcasonablenes* iind propriety of the 
charter pra>ed for, put a Mop to the lamc tcinjc issued : Aiidtlus 
i« the only charter that vas ever agitated before him since he 
has been ^^ovcrnor ci that prov'ince. 

K The (tripLirrderit knowi^ not what deposition* are here 
referred to. cuccpl it may be those which il may be supposed he 
hu transmitted to hU Majesty's Mirtifters, in obedience 10 hi« 
Mijeity's conimjndi, iiignTlied to bim (or chat purpotte. An<l be 
is sorry to tay, that he has not done so mitdi \i\ that respect as 
may have been capccted of hin:i , fci ithen he received iitch 
commands, he found the intimidaiiot\ which the faction by their 
former ouuiges had raised in B^sUh so great and universal, that 
there wot a general iinwilUn^'neis £n people of all kinds to^ive a 
formai testi/. ony agAtn^E any of the factious party, even of facts 
which they made no scruple to declare ihetr kiiowledRe of in the 
coiir«eof common conversation. And therefore, having nopothei 
to oblige people to give tL-stiniony, and finding it impracticable to 
procure voluntary evidence, he could not execute the Kinj's 
commands with that punctuality with which he ha« always been 
desirout to disringTiish hiinseZf in all acts of duly. 

And licic It luay be piopcr to obbcrve, ih^t the piecediog tfni* 
cle, and all the following articles, are charges a|;aiust him fot 
doing acts which wcie dictated to him either by the duty OE hii 
office, or by hi* Majesty'* imlructions given under his sign snau' 
ual, ot by \i\% special coiumanda hi^itificd by his wcrctnry of 
stntCn And in all cases, where the Respondent fa charged with 
acts which were known to be done in obedience to his Majesty's 
invtructions, or his special orders, he eannot consider himself to 
be t;har^ab1e nith such acts; but mch cliarge roust be under- 
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btocii to be, and xq be inUntlcd to be. directed iuLiucdUtcly 
•gainst his Majesly'ji adminUtrACioti. Under this rule he will 
proceed to con»^de^ the follovping oriicUi, 

9. It Is ihp duty of a govemoT to n-porl to hii Majeiity all 
tfaoaaciions by wliicti ilie hunuur i>f hiii crowu, ihe authority of 
hit government, and the wc]fAr« of the province may be affected. 
The Respondent hoi not only had EdiK duty prescribed to tiinn 
by his general instrucrions, but hast been often reminded of it in 
the letters of his Majealy'i secreuriea of ttstc. In doing thia, 
he hu shewn a dispotition the very contrary Xo that of ml«fep' 
rcitenling his Mijesly's loving«i:bjectn of the Colony ia geoeraJ, 
and bas endenvottred (0 apologi^Fc for them where he eould do it, 
by drawing a line between the few who have been authors of the 
preienl troubJea, und their delud(;d followers, and dEatmgutahing 
between the wickedness of the one, and the creduJity and in- 
itmidnibn of Ihf* ciihrr He hn% .iTwayt hid a moil cirncvt de- 
sire lo remove jedousiea, und restore that harmony and mutual 
affection which otjgbt to 3ubsi»l between Gr^t Jtritain and 
Am^rua. He used all the meatts in hie power to prevent s. 
breach of 3 good iindrrttanrling brtweeti ihe fVAeoiintricK ; and 
for ih^l purpose, when the f^tamp*act vont first agitated, not- 
viihitandinj^ ht: had reason to believe that the Bill woa strongly 
ulopMd by The Misi«try. he wrote a letter to the Seereiary of 
Slate, urging marty rrafiont which of^ritrrrd in him, jigain^i Jit 
passing into a law, with a freedom which nothing but a con* 
BciouBnen of hn mtcgrtty, a sense of hi> duty to both eoumries, 
and a deaire to prei^ent any aneat inest between them, could have 
supported. Afierwordc, when the rtfiealing the art wnn in con- 
templation, he s^vc his testimony for the repeal, both in his 
public and hia private letters. He has been always ready to join 
with the Auenibly in any inea«urea for reeonciliEtgtheiwocouR' 
trie\ which were consment with hii duty. Btit of Late he hns 
seen no opening (or il ; for, by the <:onvuUions which happened 
upon account of the starop-act, and their con»e<|uence<; the inac' 
agemeni of the public tJTain of the Provfnce has got into tite 
hands of a pNTiy whose principles and practices are the very re- 
verse of those of concilialion. 

10, The Respondent's report of the proceedins* of the 
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CouAcU. from «h<ncr the-tr oppoMiion lo ihc atilhofily of ParlU' 
meni kis been infcired, vtAi fully iup|>orledb]rauihcnlk papcn. 
An<l though it hu bcfasince mad« a subject of arsuneiit, yet not 
oar MAivriAt fact, altodg^ by him, hu been posiTtvdy tferjird. 

11, 'Hie Accouat of n dctlgn to v:\tfK CmtUt IVdit^xm k cx- 
picuLy BicJiLloncd. nok lo be rcUted u a certain facU but oolf 
as reported and believed. Under «ucb circumsunccs, u vould 
have be^n jn inexcutible neglect of duty in the KeApoadeni, 
Dol 10 have icformed iht Secretary of Siat« of a e»dhed tt* 
port of >o intcrettiiig a ikalure. But, aa be bad no positive 
proof of the fact, he did not occuic any person by caioe. 
-The trmh ii, he had in1cUi{[eQce, vrhich he could not make 
a |iublie uae of, aufficient to induce him 10 brlicve thxL report 
then, aiid haa aiacc had occoaum to conflrai himself in aucb 
belief ; but he bax not been able to obuin positive prool of 
the fact, for the Teaaont given in hit antwcr 10 the eighth 
ArlieJe. 

13< ThUibODcof thuflc ArliclcsbcfcttiiacQtioned^tfrliichpauca 
by the Ke&T>c>rident, Aiid Attacks the Adininisuntion iind the Ivo 
Housev of Paiiiameut; char((ing the lirtt vith ordering troops to 
be bUiioned at ffffiiJ?H. uud the iwo loit with puaaing reiiQliitioaa 
irithoLt suficicnt grounds to juMify ftuch prD«.ccdiai;«- Whcfcu 
It It notorious, that the acnding troops to B^^it, and ihc reao- 
tuiLoDt of the two Houtei of Parliament, w*re founded upon 
undoubted and indisputable facta, supfmrted by a variety of 
evidence, drawn for the moat part from autheotic papcrt, and 
in no way depending npon meer aayin^r and opinioaa of the 
Reapondeni, 

13, The preamble oF this Article, whereby the Respondent U 
charged with being a principal mfttrutocnt in procuring the nuij- 
tar}' force which waa ecdi to Hasten, has aince been ralail^ed by 
the pany publishing the Reapordent'c leiiert, froto lomt of 
which h appciin, tbji he aliflnluiely refuired In apply for tmofM^ 
unJeat ihc CoLincil irould join vith him in it: which tbey rc' 
hiaing to do, he never apphcd lor troops. As lor the chaift 
itgelf, the fact waa thia: Having received his Majeaty'a orders 
to take every neceiaary step for the occommcd^iion of his itoQp* 
41 ^mAm, he applied to the Council^ to the Sclectuen of the 
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lowD^ and 10 «U the Jniliccs in the covti, vhosi lie called to- 
gether for that purpose, bemg all the penors that eould be 
poinud out by At:t Q\ Pdrliamcni Eor qiiu'Cenng loldiera, lev- 
ci^Uy and separately deaifing them to jjiovtde quarttrn for the 
K>Mier?^ Thl« ihey at) refused to do; »o that when tlic Com- 
manding Qffieer found himself obliftcd to land two tcftirocr^u at 
Bistort, there WL-re no ifuirterit for them. Whereupon ihe Coro> 
manilin^ Oftkt^r applyrng to the KesponJeiii to provide a cuv* 
erioi: for one of the re^iraenta, who had no canip-eqi>ipage with 
ihcrr. until ihcy could hire buildinjc* at the Kinj^'n cxpcncc lo 
make barracks of: tiic Renpondctit assigned nithctn levrril room* 
in the town-hiiu!>e, whtcb weir not llien in uite, amung which waa 
ihc RcviicdciitAtivca <:haml>cr: and there the iCfinumt remained, 
without aTi>^ inconve&^cDoe lo the pubUe, or my ptnon» wbaliio- 
ever, until barracks were provided for them. What enhaacea ihe 
fjtkity and viruknce of thin churge iv tlut ihe party who bos |>te> 
(cncd it, knew that ihc Respondent acted in this bu«iDC» under 
Ike King's specJAl orders^ nnd that Lii« M^jctty ha« since been 
pleased to lignify hit fuU approbation of hi* conduct, under the 
difl^eulties that ureie cx>ntinuafly thrown in bis way. And yet 
ibey hive had the boldnris, in thi» indirect manner, to arraign 
hit Mfijesty'fl AdtniniMrAiion lor isiuing orden, with which the 
Respondent had nothing to do but to obey. 

14- Tbi» Article U of the lame compleiuon with lite preced- 
ing, but niucb more faUc and ptcvaricaiiof. The fact Upon 
which it U founded is ihiM: The King ordered two regiment*, to 
be teni from inland^ ta bf^ landed nt BptUn ; Jtnd aUo ordered 
two other regiments to be sect froni H^Hfa^ to Bffitmn. The two 
r«fimcDta from Hitiifax arrived lirai; and the Commflndins Oflri' 
ctrrSi^nifyingtothe Respondent Ihit be had orders lo^taEionbotU 
tb<Me regimcnti ai B&iiot\^ demanded quorten. The Retpondent 
consulted (he Council, ^nd b> their advice applied to the Select' 
men of the town, and then to the |u9ticc« of the Peace, and last 
of all to the CouncU Ihemwilves: but they all refused to assign 
any q[innrrs to thn two regiments, under diffefent pretences ; the 
principal of which pa», that they ought to be quartered at the 
CAttle, upon an iilwd, distant from tbc town of B^sUn three 
miln by Boa and seven mdec by Und, wbcre there vtie borncks 
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ihu would hold only one regiment, «Qd ihftt but inconvGnicnlly. 
OS hw been tmce proved. Aod though th« tmponibility of qujir- 
rtting four regiments in Virmckt that coulJ ^o[d but o<i^. And 
the impropriety of quancTJTig troops tn an island d»unt from 
S^iiffn, Trhich were cxptcxiy oidcrcd lo be »l4tioned «( B^tUm. 
vpcre urged iigiin and again, they >ttll pcnittcd m rcfuaiag quar- 
ters: whcr^roretfae Commander in Chief found tiiaiAelf obliged 
CO hire bukJdings, and Ac chem up for bairjtcks At ilt« King's ex- 
pence, for three of the regiments, after havini- usigned the bAt- 
raclcii At the cAfttle for the other regiment. And endeavours wete 
Tii«S 10 defeat even thit, the only meiSod left for eKecutiag cht 
King's commands; for It was given out by the faction, ihat if uay 
aoldiera «cre put into mieh barracks, the Ofliccrs commaading 
luch ftoldiert would be prosecuted for <|^ijirtcnTig ratdicrs wiih^ui 
the interposition of a Migtiiraie, contrary to The MiJtiny Act, 
4nd, being convicted tliercof by two Juuicea, would iacLir the 
penalty of beiog caahiered^ To prevent this abuse of the Ac^^ 
the Respondent, at the request of Gei>criil G^xe, Commander in 
Chief, granted x. commission to an Officer of hit co place the sol' 
diers in tlie burrocks, which should lie provided fur theni at tbc 
King's cxpence. And this is the fact upor^ wlitcb tlie charge 
against ihc Respondent, for evasively appointing an O^ccr to pro- 
vide quarters for the troops otherwise than is prescribed by the 
Act, is founded. The RcKpundcnl la huny tliAt he is obliged, by 
the designed lecncrality of the charge, in his defence thereto, to 
slate 8ueh a deiait of untruths, prevarications, and conietnpt of 
law and authority, in the promoters nf the aceiisation agaioQ 
hiin: but it is all lo be accounted for by the propagation of osie 
maxim, which originated with the faction, and has lately beea 
adopted by the House ot RcprcsentAtivca, Thai the King has no 
right to order any of his troops into any of the Am<ri(am Prov- 
inces, wiihouc being first auihoriied so to do by an Act of the 
Provincial Assccably. And from this pretension the tranaitioD i> 
easy to the presumption of petitioning the King 10 puniah an 
officer of his, for obrying his commands^ and assisting to carry 
his orders into ejtecucion. 

15. The fact*, upon which this Article is founded, arc these: 
]n/««/, 1768, while the Aucmhiyof the Province waa tilting, 
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the Respondent received ;i Jetter from the SecTctarr of SUUe, 
signifying the King's ple.nure^lhac h* should require (he Houseof 
Representfltivcs to rescind a resolution pEUKcd in a former Houie, 
and to dcclaLTc their disappipbaiion of it; nnd if they should 
refuse to comply, that he should iminedtacdy dissotve them. He 
communicnied 10 the House the first part of the letter, contain* 
iQ]^ ihe reitutSLliLiik : And upon their dr»ii)i]g a lopy of ihc whole 
letter, he comniunicnted to them the oihcr ptrt cf the letter, coo- 
tAining the proviGiona) ordei to disiolve thero. The House took 
nine d^ys tf> consider of tl^is rf^quiiitiDn; nnd in that time passed 
all the necessary puljlit bilib^ aird pailiLuLirly the TdX-bilJ, which 
iht Covcmor reminded them of pusinie, previoiisly to their giv- 
ing their arv^^wer; informing them, That, if he thoitld be obliged 
to diuolve ihem^ he ^should not be at liherly to call another Ai- 
lemblv till he received his Majesty's comitiauds for tliiit purpose. 
The HoMsc at length giving thetr answer, by which ihcy refused 
to comply with his Majesty's requitilion, he difsolved them, u he 
wu in duty bound 10 do. And havii^g received hi*i Majenty'ft 
L-i^inmands not to caU a new Assembly uotJl the May folli>wing, 
being the time appointed by the charter, ho obeyed that order 
alio- Thece are the true facts upon which thin Article x% founded; 
and they were all known to the Complainantn at the time when 
they pie:iumed to petition hia Majesty to punish a aervaot of hit, 
for what he did wholly in obedience 10 his MajeMy's eipress 
(ommandi- 

t6. It it the undoubted duly of u fiovcmor to accompany 
hia repoiiaof intere»Ling proteedirig^ in hin Province, with bis 
own opinion of them ; and it \t indispensable, when he i» giving 
an account of disorderii in his govemnieni, to endeavour to trac« 
the CJiusei nf ihem, and in point oui the remcdieiL, In rhr Prov- 
ince of Massachui^i's Bay, when civil authority woa reduced wo 
low at to have nothing left but the form of a f;overnmcnt. and 
scarce even that, an cnt^uiry into the cau^ci of so great a weoi- 
ne4s in the govrrriing powrn> wax unavoidable ; and thcrewaa no 
entering upon inch an enquiry, without obs^erving upon the ill 
effects of that part of the constitution of that government, whereby 
tili gppoinimcnt of the Council i« left to the people, (o be made 
>]rajmaa1 Hernon ; and yri the Royal Governor, in all Act* of 
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prtro^iTe, is subject to iht controul of die Democnticil Coim- 
ciL ThifL tol^itw in ixvlicy has b«^ At htirtlul In practice u it 
is abciiTd in theory, And ft iit ih« Tm^ caunf nf rhc cxitrivt^ tmbe- 
cillity of the povcr 4>f the crown in ihii gDvcmmcnt, ki liiim 
when ibe eiertioD of it is moat wanted- TbU ii not juk ob»ervA- 
lion of a ntw dAt«; it is of mAnjr )-«an staadtng ; ud the rvovhI 
of the Rct^ndcnt^s opinion on iMt occft^vion^ it cot to be 
rcckciacd from ihr datr of hi* Idler lo the K*rl of fliihh^mgk- 
be hu mode no vcruple to declare his scntimentt npon thi« subject, 
ever tince be hua fdt the effects which the popultr conMitation 
of the Council ha^ hftd upon the Royalty of the govenimetii, 
which is above three yeAr« Ago ; wiihm which itnic, h« h^i seen 
the Kirjg deprived of the service of e\er3r mtn MX the Council 
Board, who has hid moJutron enough to disapprote the oj>i>o- 
«ition to the luthoriiy of the King *nd the PurHsmeni, and iheir 
supremnc)^ over the American Cobnies. TbU, 4ud ilils only, 
is the fcundsiion of the charge of his endcjtvounng to overtkrow 
the chiner ; whereas his re^l desire hss been, that the chi.rter 
should have a more durable stability, by ineaht of a necessary 
alteratiun. without which, he Is prnuaded it can nut have a much 
longer duration; as the abuse of the appointment of the Coiindl 
now prevailing, must oblige the Patluxment to interfere s«ooet 
or later. And therefore he is persuaded, that, Jn avowing ihi* 
upiniun, he haa acted not onlj as a faithful servant of ihe Kiiig, 
and a tiuc subject of Grtat Britain^ but also s^ a real frietid of 
M^tSQchatttt'i Bay, whose irue interevit it is, to have its govftro- 
meni lo confirmed and esriblished, thai it may not be Nable to 
be continually disturbed and disgraced by factious a&d <lcstgn- 
ingmcn, to it is at prcaerjt. 

17, The Respondent denies, that by the means mentioned in 
the aforesaid complaint, or by any other me^ni, lie hu Tendered 
Sis Adminisii^Ltion odious lo the whole body of the people. He 
denies, that the opinion ol the whole people of that Proviicccftft 
now be taken and ascertained, labouring as tc does at pre«eU, 
under the baneful influence of it ilesperate f^Ltcion, who, by 
raising groundless feais and jeilotisiev by dclutlicg one part o( 
the people, and by intimidating the other pan. has destroyed all 
real freedom, not only ol action, hut even of sentiment and 
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optnion. But the Respondent double not but that liifl Admin- 
ittraiion hflK been approved by the genenliiy of the bevt and 
mo^c resiiieciable men id llic ProviDCP ; and a^&urea hiitiitelf. thut 
ootvftchst^idjng ih4C, in the course of the liic dinpvint he h^iti 
been obliged by hU duty to xirc hU testitnony «fE4in>t bmac 
popular prejudice*, when the present infatuation shciit ct^s,^, and 
iniih und rcaaon *\ia\\ be allowed tu mIerpoXt Uc^ ihall be 
a^kiiowJcd^cd to have been a raiibful aetvant of ihe King, and 
a real fnend of tb« people. In tbc mean lim<, having been hon- 
oured with hi* Majeity'* approbation of hi* whole coriduct, and 
th;ic of the two Housei fjf Pailij-mp^il of vome princijal |i;irtK of 
It, he shalJ Leave it to the Province of AfaisatJituf/s Bay to do 
htiR Justice at their own lime; sind ihall coniinit himself to tlit 
difpotal of hit Majetly, a« w «halt he thought be«t for hin ter- 
viee, in perfect confidcmre, that he ihall mn luEer for ucriJicing 
hii interciit 1o hia Sdelity. 

And the Respondent, for proof of Buch alUgatiofls in thii 
anvwer u nhall require Jr, beg« leave to refer to htc Majetty'l 
iikxtrticlifina '; to the letter* of his fiecreiarie* of State and Cnm- 
nbsioneri for Trade and Plantaticnt, directed to him the Ro> 
spondent; to the Acts of the Council of the Province; to the 
|oumal< of the Hoine of ReprcEcn tail rev ; to bis own letien to 
his Majesty's Secretaries of State and CotnmiKsioner^ for Ttjtde 
aad Plantations (wbich letters, being wrote nrithoui any probable 
vi4W cf iheif beifig used for this purpone, fie humbly subvits 
(lughi ro be admiiied at evidence. rfipecUHy of hu intention and 
meaning, upon vhich great part of the complaint againni him is 
made lo depend); and to such other evidence as he shall be able 
to procure here, alter having been, by the practices of the mana- 
jen of the acrusation agninst him, prevented haHng the benefit 
of such evidence x« was lo be had in the Province of Afmu^ku' 
ufs £^, 

* Pot a form of nxb intrnjcilaiu, tn ihcu giTcn to Bctnanl at ^y n u aor of 
N«v Jcficr. a Jr^t «f vliiih b re|jnated in t,. Dh ancflc, n# Pt9mmtmt 
iSnmHr. pp. sj4p4flo. 
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NOTES ON THE ANSWER OF GOVERNOR BERNp^KP TO THE 
PETITION TO THE KlHa 

I^MS., Stmticl Aiiumi Papers l-«not Librvy ; wrtUcn bv Altau oo ibc 
lujipn via pUDirhlci. CDiLi4ir)ine the Pciitkm lod Amva. cAlhlcd Ctfft/iit 
Ctmfl^imi if tkt fiauu e/ fi/frriMritritffi of MA»$Mfkm.tH'uilmj, mg^tut Sir 

As the Complaint of the House of Representatives, 
with Governor Bernards Answer is made publick, it 
b presumed it now lies as an Appeal to the Reader. 
& l)iat every Man has a right lo make his own obser< 
vations on them & lay them before the impartial pub- 
lick if he pleases, I shall therefore as an individual 
member of an injurd & insulted Community, offer 
such remarks as have occurd to my mind with unr^N 
servd freedom, with Decency & Truth. The Re- 
spondent in tlic beginning of his Answer discovers a 
manifest Intention to prejudice the reader ag* the 
Complainants as having been guiliy of unfair prac- 
tices in denying him a Copy of the Complaint, 
whereby he was deprivd of the Benefit of such Evi- 
dence as was to be had only at Boston : This is far 
from being a true representation of facts: On the 
contrary, the Gov' neither by himself nor by any 
other person gave the least Intimation to the House 
while the Assembly was silting of his Desire to have 
a Copy of the Complaint Therefore the Charge of 
unfair practices used by the Complainants in this re- 
gard is without the least foundation of truth ; And 
further neither the Gov' nor any one for him or by 
his Direction ever applyd to the Clerk of the House 
for such Copy, either while the Assembly was sitting 
or from the time of its Dts^solution on the July 
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until! a very few days before the Gov'embarkd for 
London : Then indeed M' Cotton ihc Deputy Sec- 
retary applyd for it in the Name of tJit Gov' & upon 
the first Notice the Clerk ordetxl a Copy to be imme- 
diately made out & it was done accordingly— -to the 
truth of which he is ready to make oath, & M" Cotton 
can no doubt, if needrul. conlinn his testimony. 

The respondent says that the Complaint had its 
origination in a resentment against him (or his being 
chargd with certain orders &c ; & rt^fcrrs the reader 
to a Message of his, requiring the House to rescind a 
resolution of a former houw upon which the circular 
Letter, so obnoxious to t)ie Gov' had been founded — 
Here again the Gov' !s grossly mistaken ; The House 
did not fio much if at all repent his being chargd 
with certain orders from his Majesty or his declaring 
his Intention to obey theni. It was the unfair prac- 
tices he had used, & the gross misrepresentations he 
had made to his Majcst>-s Ministers, of the Conduct 
& Temper of the former house, to procure such or- 
dere. that increasd the resentment of the House 
which had before been inclind to be against him by 
means of the same kind of practices he had used be- 
fore — These unfair priu-tii:c_s w<-re itiaile fully lo ;4|>pt:ar 
to the House from their own Minutes & Journals-— 
particularly it was evident from those Minutes & 
Journals that the resolution in Question was passd in 
the very height of the Session & in a vcrj- full House, 
contrary to what the Gov' had asserted to the Minis^ 
ter, that it was done in a thin House & at the End of 
the Sewion. Whether thi-s antl fjther mt<«repreM?n ta- 
ttoos were made with the wicked Design to deceive 
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his M y himself & draw the royal Displeasure on 

the province, every reader will easily determine Thia 
was the opinion of the House, & it is by no means 
strange that after such provocations the patience of 
this people which had been extended beyond Exam* 
pic sh** come to d^TX End & iheir rr?pre?«trnt»tiv4f5 
resolve on a Complaint ajf Gov' Bernard & a hum- 
ble petition to his Majesty forever to remove him 
from the Gov' of this province The respondent ol>- 
serv<r£ that " it being objected th^i there was n^ proof 
of the facts alledgd, the pel* was recommitted to the 
Com* to bring in Evidence in Support of divers Arti- 
cles/' The Trulli is the House liad voted a Number 
of Articles of Corap' in the pet" upon the clearest 
proof of the facts & therefore it coutd not be recom- 
iltcd as the Gov' says upon its being objccte<l that 
there was no proof. Bui for the fuller Satisfaction of 
several Members the Com' was orderd to bring in 
further proof respecting divers Articles, but the Gov* 
very miich to his lasting Honor prevented it by an 
immediate & fimely Dissolution of the Assembly. 

The respondent says that from the time of his en* 
tering upon the Gov" till the year 1765 there was a 
good Understanding between him & the Assembly 
& further that the Journals of the House afford 
many pregnant Proofs of it I am apt to believe not 
many: It W be strange tf in the Course of Nine 
years there sh** not be a few Instances wherein a 
Gov' & his Assembly have agreed, especially in the 
Honey Season of Administration — And if there arc 
some proofs of it in the Journals the House have 
shown their Candor & it may serve as an Instance of 
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lA certain truth that this People has always shown a 
Disposition co preserve an harmony widi the King's 
Gov* until repeated Acts of [11 usage on his part have 
unavoidably made a Breach — This is remark*^able wilh 
regard to Gov' Bernard himself. Since we are now 
upon the Article of Charge ag' him that in his 
Speeches & other publick Acts he treated the repre- 
sentative Body with Contempt — Is it not notorious 
that in one of his first Speeches he chargd not the re- 
presentatives only but both Houses & the Body of 
the People wiU\ 

' I sh** be glad to be infonnd what has made tt his 
Duty to give his own opinion — he was of another 
mind when he did his Speech Anno 1765. 

Royalty conlrould by Democracy is a Solecism in 
Policy, 



THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF M ASSACH U3BTTS 
TO THE GOVERNOR,* JULY 15. H**- 

[Miuiatkustlti SUIf f*itffri, pp. it^-it!?.] 

Jifa}' it phase your Exctll^ncy^ 

The House of Representatives have contemplated 
your several messages of the 6th' and 12th* instant, 
as fully as the time, to which you were pleased to 



' The tw« oondtidiniE Uflla m wntun oppnilc p«n£r4ph iG of iljc luiwrr, 

*AttflblMd lo Aduii brW. V. Welti. Li/t t/ Samuti Ad^mi.Hal 1. p. 

Vy>. Xht cominlltK. ol which AdAinvs UIU, llAncock. And IIakIq^ w<n utm- 

ben. wb tppaidlctl Jul? nth, kiiil wm dlrc<teJ ta >\\ furiLtritli. Th* uuvti 

b printed In the Joufiul o( the Home. ppL S0-S3. 

* M^maehutttU St4U f^rt,^. 1I3. */Mi.,pp, %%y 1I4. 
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limit them, would admit And as Gciierat Ga^'s 
letter on this subject, dated I5lh of May, of which we 
wer(^ favored with an extract only, must have been 
received before the meeting of the Genera! Assem- 
bly, we think it very extraordinary* that your Excel- 
lency should sutler ^vc or six weeks to elapse, bciorc 
you thought proper to give us the least intimation of 
thifi matter It is also surprizing, that, as tht: Barrack 
Master General, Colonel Robinson, was in Boston 
near a month, the greater part of which time, tbc 
General Asi^mbly was sitting, we never bcfiwe heard 
of the "demand '" which he had "the honor to make," 
as he is pleased to express himself, in his letter to 
your Excellency, of the iSth of June- It is wonder* 
ful ind<?ed, that this House should have no notice of 
that demand, till the 6th in&tant, and that a quicken- 
ing message should so soon follow. Uctwecn these 
messages, Lord's day intervening, the House had ad- 
journed, as U5ual, from Saturday to Monday. But it 
is truly astonishing, that when the gracious desires of 
majesty itself, of aids in men and money in the late 
war, in which we freely bled with our fellow subjects 
and brethren of Great Britain, as well as of America; 
and on les& arduous occasions have, with royal clem- 
ency and great condescension, ever been intimated in 
the form only of a requisition, the Barrack Maimer 
General should hold so high and peremptorj' a tone 
as the word demand, must necessarily imply. The in- 
dignily^thus offered to your HxceUcncy'scDnimLssion. 
would have been an affair entirely between your Ex- 
cellency and the Barrack Master General, had it wA 
been communicated to us as an appernlagc, nor ac- 
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comp^tnic^d your message of the 6th instant, tlie sulf- 
Ject of which, we shall now, more immediately 
consider. 

Th« puhlic proceedings of thin Hou^e, wr trust, 
will sufficiently^ evince to the whole world, and to all 
posterity, the idea wc entertain of the sudden intro- 
duction of a fleet and army here : of the unparal- 
l<;led methods usrd to procure tlii^ armament ; and g( 
tlie indefatigable painis of your Excellency, and a few 
interested persons, to keep up a standing force here, 
by sea and land, in ;i time of profound peace, under 
the mere pretence, of the necessity of *Lch a force, co 
aid the civil authority. But were it a time of war, 
and the nccessitj' of such a force ever so great, of 
which It is admitted, the King, by virtue of his un- 
doubted prerogative of marching his armies, and 
directing his Hccts to any part of his realms or do- 
minionft, is the sole judge; yet, sir, it should be re* 
memWred, that the very nature of a free constitution, 
requires that those fleets and those armies should be 
supported only by the aids voluntarily granted by the 
O^mmons. Thus, til) very lately, they have been 
supported, not only in Great Britain and Ireland, but 
in all the British dominions. 

May it please your Excellency, wc arc constrained 
to be very explicit upon tlie funds proposed, and the 
law alluded to, both in your message of the 6th in- 
stant, and in the extract of General Gages letter be- 
fore us. By funds, we presume, is meant a provision 
for the reimbursement of such expenses as have been 
occasioned, or may accrue, in consequence of quarter- 
ing the troops here ; and by taw, is meant the mutiny 
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act, <to commonly called, which was passed in the 6th 
year of the reign of our most gracious Sovereign. 
By this act, it is declared, ''the officers and soldiers 
quartered, ;is thermn mure particularly cxpre^wrd, 
shall, from time to time, be furnished and stipplied 
by a person or persons, to be authorised or appointed 
for that purpose by the Governor and Council of each 
respective province; or iipun the neglect or refuel 
of such Governor and Council, in any province, then 
by two or more Justices of the Peace, residing in or 
ntf;ir the place" uf qniirltrinj^, with '* fire," and other 
enumerated articles. And that the respective prov- 
inces shall "repay such person or persons, all sitcb 
sum or sums of money, by him or them paid, for the 
taking, hiring, and fitting up uninhabited houses, and 
for furnishing the officers and soldiers therein, and in 
the barracks," with "fire," and the other enumerated 
articles. And such sum or sums arc, by said act. rfr 
quired to be "raised in such manner as the public 
charges for the provinces respectively are raised." 
And it is also further declared by said act, that "the 
extraordinary expense of carriages to be paid by the 
province or colony where the same shall arise/' 

From hence it is obvious, that a Governor and 
Council have no more right, by this act. to draw 
money out of a colony treasury', than the two justices 
mentioned therein. The duty prescribed, is entirely 
confined to the appointment of a person or persons; 
to furnish and supply the articles in said act men* 
lionecl. Such is the unreasonableness and severity of 
this act, that it leaves to the Assemblies not the least 
color of a privilege, but only the pitiful power to 
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raise the sums in sudi manner as tlic public charges 
of ihc provinces are respectively raUcd, Hence Jt is 
manifest, how uiiwarrantably the Governor and Coun* 
cii have actrd, in ihc- paymrnu the}' h;»ve onlerc'tl be* 
tween the dissolution of the last year's Assembly and 
the convening o\ this, for articles furnished his Maj* 
esty's 65th regiment, lately (juartercd in the barracks, 
at Casilt: William ; for \i is known, there was no fund 
provided, consequently, there could be no appropria- 
tion made by the General Court for that purpose. 

We shall now, with your Kxccllency s Icavtf, lalcc a 
nearer view of the act of Parliament above mentioned. 
The whole continent has, for some years past, been 
distressed with what are called acts for imposing taxes 
on ihe colonists, for the express purpose of r:iising a 
revenue; and that, without their conttent in person, 
or by representative This subject has been so fully 
handled by the several Assemblies, and in the publi- 
cations that ha\"c been made, that we shall be as brief 
as possible upon that head ; but wc take leave to ob- 
serve, that in strictness, all those acts may be rather 
called acts for raising a tribute in America, for the 
further purposes of dissipation amonjj placemen and 
pensioners. And, if the present s>'Stcm of measures 
should be much further pursuetK it will soon he very 
difficult, if pos^ble, to distinguish the case of widoprs 
and orphans in America, plundered by infamous in- 
formers, from those who suffered under the admini^ 
ir^ition of the most oppressive of the Governors of 
ihc Roman provinces, at a period, when that once 
proud and haughty republic, after having subjugated 
llu- finest kingdoms in the world, and dnwn ;ill the 
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Lrt=aatufi:ft of tht c:afit to onpchal Rome. IcU a 
Uj the unbounded ccnruplioit and vcoalt^' of 03^ gr^nv 
4ba. But of all the new ■r yHlai i nn die can^ as 
OOK excepted, tbb lUnckcT crmirtrntioo, b tfae maai 
«Kce«iii^.ly ufmaaond^lc: For, in cBeQ, thr yex frcr 
Rcpresentativs of the free A^emblis of Nanh 
America, are called upon to repay, of tfacir 
tfacir coosbtuenU nionc), such sum or soms. 
jnufi over whom ibcj can have no cbcck or 
may br pleased id '^^f^^f Ae Rcpi mciiuims^ «pe 
aft: deputed by tlic people, agreoahic to the rc^ 
'^^■*— *^ and lawis of thii> prDvincc By that chatlcr 
m4 !tkr uaturr f jf uur truiit. wr arr uidy empoMLiu] 
SO "{[rant such aids." and **ievy auch xaxa for hs 
Ua)cs£3r's nervice, as sre rcasoaafale : " of which« Jf we 
arc not free and widependent judges, ire can no hn^er 
be free Rqife9eniat]ve£. nor our consnTnena Iree 
Hid^eas. If we are free judges, we are at Iibesty to 
toUov the dictates of our own tmdcisianding. wrthool 
regard to th«r mandates of another ; much lea^ can 
we be free judgts, if wr arc but blindh' to give as 
much of oar cnvti and of our coastitucnts ndKanoc, 
aa nay be commanded, or thou^t bL to be expended, 
by thiJMf* wt- knnM titii. 

Your ILxceUenc}' must, therefore, esccuxe ut, in tfaic 
4^v>eBS dedamtioD. that as we caanoL. ^ " tw f l ?ft tiy 
with our honor, or interest, and much less with the 
duty wr owe our cansbtDents, so we shall never 
make prtwi&ioQ for the purposes in your aeveral 
above mentioned. 
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TO DBKNTS HE BERDT. 
[S. A, ViTolti, SamMii A^mt mJ tAt AmtfUan fCrv^tmHm, roL 1.. p* lOl-l 

fiosiut^ July 31- iTt^ 

Sir 

By Caplaia Hood you have a lett<!r from ^^ 
Hou&e of Representative** signed by the Speaker, 
inclosing a remonstrance to his Majesty against 
Governor Bernard.' Such a measure unanimously 
voted in a full House consisting of one hundred and 
nine members, forty of whom by the cH^irter make a 
quorum, is sufficient to justify what I wrote you form- 
eriy, that I tliotight it impo^^ible he should ever re* 
cover ihp alfectlons of tlie peoplr. Indeed It nevcx 
appeared to me that the conciliating their affections 
was any part of his view. If he had had this in 
contemplation he would never have attached himscU 
to a smfill party, of which the people, even the bel- 
ter sort of them, had the most contemptibte idea. 
Whctlier the governor herein discovered that he had 
conceived a deep rooted prejudice <tg^inst the pr-Opi<- 
or that he was totally ignorant of the only method to 
secure his own happiness, and promote his Majesty's 
real service in the Province, I will not pretend to 
%Hy : This 1 Ixflieve must be atknowletljjed by all, 
chat the surest refuge of a monarch himself is, tinder 
God, in titc bosom of his subjects. The Speaker has 
written you particularly which le;ivef« me the lessi to 
say. 1 shall send you the jouma! of the House a« 
soon as it can be got thro the press. 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

' GoTcnMK Bemud rdurned ifi E^thad «i ttiii tiuie- €/. W. V, Wdb. 
U/f */ S»mml Ad*wu, v(>L i- p, 7ti ; T- Huichinwn. //iitfv */liu Pf*^ 
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ARTirr.R STCNKD '* POPULUS. 



\Bmum Gavttt, Augmt al. 17^^] 

The infamous Baronet of Ncttlchatn.' in one of 
his curious Letters lately imported, has ventured to 
affirm, that numbers of the Merchants of Boston who 
had subscribed the Agreement for a Non-importation 
of British Goods never intended to comply with the 
Tf rm« of it. A very genteel Compliment indeed to 
the Body of Merchants ! But it was necessary that his 
Lordship to whom he wrote should be induced if pos- 
sible to believe tt» and therefore he roundly and im- 
pudently asserted, whether he believed It himself or 
noL He very well knew, that this Agreement if strict* 
ly adhered to. would effectually influence the Repeal 
of ihe ParltaiTJcntiiry Revenue Acts; and as his own 
Interest would be deeply wounded by the Event, 
and his sanguine Expectations of Gain cut off. for 
he had promised himself two or three Thousand 
sterling per annum out of the American Revenue, he 
made no Scruple, according to his Manner, to sacri' 
ficc the Reputation of Men, infinitely better than 
liimscU, to prevent it, — The liaronel has indeed in 
his Letten; calumniated, not the Merchants only, but 
the Town and Province, and the most respectable 
Bodies in it: Whether at his Departure, he fixed 
upon one John Mein. as a Person hardy enough to 
go through thick and thin to support his Calumnies, 
1 pretend not certainly to know; or whether thia 
Man is made a Tool by the band of Placemen and 
Pensioners here, is a Matter which I cannot yet 
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vouch (or. and therefore in tenderness to this Str^D- 
ger 1 shall not even hmt such a lliing to the public 
Certain it is however thai this said John Mein is tak- 
ing abundance of pains to make it appear as if the 
Baronet's prediction was fulfilling apace, and that a 
number of the Merchants who subscribed, had broke 
through their Agreement, and thereby violated their 
faith voluntarily plighted to the whole American 
pubiick 1 1 am very solicitous for the Honor of ihe 
Merchants of Boston, my fellow Citizens* but much 
more for my Countr>". the Salvation of which very 
mttch depends upon their pumtuHlly fulfilling iheir 
Agreement: And therefore I must confess I was at 
first greatly alarmed at the formidable Attack which 
this same John Mein seemed to have made upon 
both. I was particularly concerned to find a Mer- 
chant of the first Character and one wjio had always 
distinguished himself in the List of Patriots, so lost 
to himself, his Connections in trade and his Country. 
as to import loo pieces of British Linnens, in direct 
violation of his own Agreement Thus it was repre* 
sented in the Hoftton Chronicle; but how unlucky it 
is for John Mc?in, that the Tnith of his publication 
should be so soon called in Question! And as it 
now appears to the World, beyond Contradiction, by 
the Oath of Mr- William Palfrey a Person of un- 
doubted Veracity, thai these loo pieces of British 
Linnen were in reality so many pieces of Russia Duck, 
an allowed Article, wilt not the impartial publick at 
once say that Ji^n Mein has committed Leasing 
making, contrary to the Laws of his own Nation, arul 
be ready to charge him with as perverse a Misrcpre* 
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mentation as ever the Nettleham Baronet Iiinisrir was 
guilty of. I have been told of so many other De- 
ceptions of the same kind in the several publications 
rtf this over jealous Man, that for my own part I 
must have better Authority than his before I shall give 
my Credence, to any Tale that may hereafter come 
from his Press — I would desire Mr. Mdn to accept a 
Word of Caution, not to set himself in Opposilion to 
an awakened, an enlightened and a Determined Conti- 
nent* lest he be found to kick against the Pricks — I 
had also a word of serious Advice to the two young 
Gentlemen who bring up the Rear in the very igno- 
ble List of Importers by the Name of Hutchinson, 
whose ill advTi^cd Conduct 1 am particularly aston* 
Ished at : but for want of Leisure I must at prrftent 
omit ic- 

Your-s, 

POPULUS, 



ARTICLE SIGNED '* AN IMPARTIAUST. 



\S9tUn C^vtif, September 7%. 1769,] 



Messieurs pRiSTEiui, 

Mr, Robinson' seems highly to resent it, thatthcrc 
should be the least sus[jicion of a ftreconcerieJ ^Wn to 
assassinate Mn Oti^i, when he was so ungenerously 
assaulted in the Coffee-room ; but the impartial public 
wilt form its own judgment of this matter, founded 
upon more substantial Evidence than the Declara- 

^ Oiw of the Cta»i»(»cn «f Corionu. S«e kba^, p^c ai&. 
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tion of an unknown By-stander. I am sorrj' there 
should he room for any suspicion of this kind; but 
when I ht^ar it affirmed that preparation was made 
that very day for a dn^t ikai was to bt kick'd up in the 
Evening, — when I am told that one dirty fellow was 
known to furnish Jinother diny fellow with a swurd 
for the purpose — and that boats were in readineft^ to 
carry oil certain persons at a minutes warning, I must 
confess it looks as if business of a very extraordinary 
nature was intended. It certainly cannot be ac- 
counted for upon any principle of honor, that many 
persons in the company should be suffered to crowd 
in upon Mr Otis on purpose to hinder his making 
use of his own strength ; pushing & pulling him as 
Mr. Gridley declares upon oath **to prevent his 
heating Mr, Robinson " who had attack 'd him, a*t in 
ait likelihood he would otherwise have done- When 
wc And one witness of undoubted veracity swearing 
that means were used to prevent Mr Otis improving 
the advantage he manifestly had over his antagonist ; 
Others, that und«-r these circumstances, a number of 
sticks at once were over Mr. Otis*s head— a drawn 

sword — the cry in the room G — d d n \Cww. meAn- 

ing Mr. Otis.' knock him down — kill him — kill him — 
all which has already been depos'd by credible wit- 
nesses upon oath before the magistrate — Can any one 
from such declarations of impartial men, entertain the 
least doubt but chat s&me persons in the company 
had a design to assassinate Mr. Otis } 5Jncc they not 
only called upon each other to kilt him. but were 
actually endeavoring to perpetrate the murder by 
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the utmost of their power. And when we arc also 
a<;surc!<l by the testimony of another cii?Mnter»tcd wit- 
T)e*«, that he heard a certain person talking of a wager 
he had I031 upon the issue of the matter, can there be 
any scruple that it was a prei&ttctrtcd plan ! This 
same certain person has of late been uncommonly 

officious in the cause of C rs, and his name will 

ere long be exposd — Whether Mn Robinson was 
privy to any such plan he best knows himself- I 
do not charge him with it If he had agrc«l to 
Mr. Otis's propos^il 10 go abroad or withdraw to a 
private place, and there decide the controversy be- 
tween them, or tf be had propofi'd it himself, jn&tcad of 
attacking him In a public company, he would in my 
opinion have acted the part of a Gentleman and a 
man of Courage : and no one I suppose would suspect 
thai he had the least intention to iivail himself of 
foul play, 

Mr. Robinson takes a great deal of pains to have 
it believ'd that tliere was no foul play. He tells the 
public that " no man besides him^ielf struck Mr. Otis, 
or even offered him the least unfair play" Mr, 
Gridley, in direct contradiction to what Mr. Robinson 
asserts, upon oatli decUrts, tiiiit there was *' foul 
play," and that he protested against the " dirt)' usage** 
which Mr, Otis received. I shall for my own part al- 
ways place a greater confidence in what is said by an 
indifferent person than the assertion of a party — Mr. 
Robinfion inde^ says that Mr Gridley made himself 
a party; but one of his own witnesses has decIaKd 
upon oath that he apprehended Mr. Gridley's design 
was to separate the parties or bcc fair play ; which by 
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no means places him la the light of a party man — Mr 
Robinson may entertain what opinion he pleases of 
hit* By-Stander, and so will the public; it will be a 
difficult matter, if possible, for him, by any deposi- 
tions, which by the way he promised us in the course 
of last week, to invalidate the testimony of Mr, 
Gridley, in the minds of any who know him, Mr. 
Robinson moreover says, that he laid aside his own 
sword, upon seeing Mr Otis without one. One 
would from hence conclude, that Mr. Robin-K>n had. 
in ihii instance, acted like a man who« to use his own 
expression, " had nice sentiments of honor," But cir- 
cumstances seem thmiighout the whol*^ of this matter, 
to turn up unluckily for Mr. Robinson. — Some of the 
first Surgeons in this city attended Mr. Otis, and 
upon a thoro" examination of the wound he received 
in his forehead, which was given by Mr. Robinson, 
according to his own and his By-Stander'& account, 
they were all clear in their judgment, that it was the 
cut of an edged weapon. Did Mr. KoLinson then 
borrow another sword, after he had, like 3 man of 
nice sentiments of honor, laid aside his own, because 
Mr. Otis was without one? Or rather, did not some 
othf*r [jerson slrike Mr. Otis and Uiat with an etiged 
weapon? This indeed is contrary to Mr Robinson's 
and his good friend the By-Stander's account of the 
matter : but one or the other of the^e miLst be the con- 
clusion, if the judgment of the Surgeons is of any 
weight, and they have as nice sentiments of honor, as 
even Mr. Robinson himself, and I dare say, arc able 
to defend their judgment. — Mr. Robinson may take 
his choice, either to acknowledge that he had the 
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htm CD be p re Mo t at 'Sjpnw FraiSs, w hew, 
of the pcrpetniors n:ftdGnroaz'<L ud ntutual 
rif iong, as fane rcpotts, pa»'<l aRtbc/r«ntf. 
Bat this by way of digranoi^ — wherein 1 cooU 
■MSticMicd sevpnu cunoits an^caotm cortcefiu o tf Ac 
E$^r% dism^tl ipprebensionft the next ntomin^, (hav^ 
iag I nifjpcse been worried in his dreams ta the ittgte} 
tAgfrtber with has i^e advice to the peace-officers* by 
fKT means tc attempt to serve a precept on board a 
■tan o( war : telltnf; them it would be ka^ardtms^ and 
that men of war were lawle^ perhaps the Esquire 
wtam^ prisrit^td placca. — Bat these things shall be 
wAoauk in due season. — Twen^' Gentleaien, say^ the 
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By*fitander, (modestly t^no') "can prove that neither, 
sword, cutlxss, or other edged weapon whatever was 
seen drawn. " How easily may the Uy-Stander and 
his twenty gentlemen be confuted by the /(»jiV/W tes- 
timony of one person of credit, who swore the other 
day before Mr. Justice Murray, "that a sword ttvt/ 
drawn"; and this by the way serves to confirm the 
judgment of the Surgeons. — Esjttirr Murray has 
had the honor of being mentioned to Lord Hills- 
borough by the N^itUkam Baronet as a " fit person * 
for a reforming Magistrate ; and to my knowledge he 
took great care that justice should be done to Mr. 
Robinson*— I will not say that he appcar'd partiai^ 
much less very partial in his favour, for that wou'd 
expose me to liis Worship's resentment, which I very 
mnih i^rrW— this I will say. tho' Mr, Robinson need 
not be told of it. that he used tlie utmost Caution in 
admitting questions that should seem to prejudice his 
cause, when he ikose lo think them in the least degree 
impeninent or improper, and no one can blame his 
Worship for that ! But to rclurn to the By-Standcr; 
if twenty gentlemen can prove that "neither Sword 
Cutlass, or any other edg'd Weapon whatever was 
seen drawn " is it not somewhat strange, that besides 
a number of sticks, a scabbard should be found on the 
floor, by a person who happened to enter the room 
soon after the affray ended? Whether it was a scab- 
bard belonging to the sword that was seen drawn in 
the hand of a person dresstd ingrten^ or another, is 
not ver^* material — If any one doubts of the truth of 
what I have now related. I appeal to Mr, Otis a 
Dcputj'-Sheriff in this Town who has the scabbard in 
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Lt.T lit ui£<: i ihort r':trosp'^ct ot America." a£airs 
'III': 'ij-po'iitirjn which thi^ Colonies niade to the 
fJrf/:':Utj|': if^imp'^-t in th*: v^ar r 765, finally operated 
iu r':p'-^I I ;im invluc^ti to call it a d^Usttihie act, 
not fr'^rn it warmth of r^s^mtment against a measure 
whi''.]i h;ifl it t,'ilc';n eff'^ct must have involv'd this 
wI*o[': Continent in perfect abvilute slavery, but from 
th': ',001 <\\<,ViV\u fA rea.5on- For tho' it was soon re- 
p*:;!!'!, it yet crr^ated such a jealousy between the 
mother country and the colonies, as it is to be fear'd 
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-will never vhoU/ subside ; and for aught the promo- 
ters of it can tell will finally end in the ruin of thcmosi 
glorioiiii Empire llie sun ever shone upon, or at least 
may accelerate consequences, arising from American 
independence, which, whenever ihcy happen, will be 
fatal to Britain herscif, — As a condition of the re- 
pral the friends of the American <!ause, which was 
the cause of liberty, in the British house of commons, 
were oblig'd to yield to a proposal : that an act 
should be passed expressly declaring a right in the 
King, Lords and Commons of Great Britain to make 
laws which shall be binding on the colonies in all 
cases whatever— Thr: Amrricans, who not long be- 
fore were viewed by the people of Britain in no bet- 
ter a character thnn the tawny aboriginal natives, 
were not so void of understanding, as to overlook the 
laitnt meaning of th!s act — they clearly understood 
the true intention of the words, ''in alt casts wAat- 
et'tr'\ and that a righr of making revenue laws bind- 
ing on the colonies was ni^(f.ssartfy included. Thus 
Great Britain, instead of burying in eternal oblivion^ 
a claim so repugnant to the laws of reason and 
equity, and therefore so obnoxious to all the colo- 
nies, was induced at that critical seasofj, and as I con- 
ceive, contrary to all the rules of sound policy, as far 
as she timid, to establish it : And white she was ihr^' 
fUitssiiy, about to repeal one law for taxing the 
colonies, xoith^^ui their wnsint^ she at the same rime 
held up to them a claim, and in effect told them, that 
she was resolved to make another, or a thousand 
more, whenever she should be plcas'd to exercise the 
right she had assum'd — Such were the councils which 
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riW in Brtain th*^n, and w* all knGw "wz^z thev 
(uv^ fc^ftn ''iinr./t, 

Th/t Am^can<i, for th*? sake of nsscorin^ iiirTiiQcy. 
r,hrrt^ tr, tr*:AC tSiis act with sil-ence, ar >a-a: -EZ. it- 
rj-:)ih\vj -iho'iH ohilig'; them to remoascrare th?* iZ *ntc3 
of it, Th': r';^'^ of the stamp-act vaa receiv i 
with universal joy ; and perhaps famr^ lii^tc- 
rianr* may say of th^ colonists, as has been aaid 
of th*!; p':opl^ of Britain upon another occasion i^ a 
former p^nV*d, that they were "mad with Ic^--alr<-"' 
— Addre'iVrs were offered to oar most gT^c:Q^3 Sov- 
ereign on thf: occasion, and letters of thanks w^r^ 
v^nt to the patriots who had signaliz'd themselves ^ 
in'itniments in bringing on this happy event — The 
commerce with Creat-Briuin which had been stop'd 
W/'L-i again revivVl upon the additional motive of 
gratitude, and ^iuch steps were taken as might prob- 
ably \f'^\ the mother country, in the height of her 
gi'fry to ima^in':, that the Americans look'd upon 
th'^ n^peal ;i's a 'lingular & unmerittd favor : It n-^i 
h'rown'd th':y sef:m'd too unmindful of the right they 
h;ir] o7i tluir part claimVJ, of a total exemption from 
l;ix':'i not raisVI with their own free consent: and 
tiutt thr- rf:peal w,ifl nothing mor(!, upon their own 
prin',ipl':';, than the removal of a burden which they 
w':r': iind'rr no manner of obligation to bear — I men- 
tion t[i':s': things to show that the colonies were at 
that time h':.irti[y dispos'd to a reconciliation with the 
mother country', and that she has not the least reason 
to complain of them that differences still unhappily 
subsist between them — and if Britain herself would 
now and then recollect, she might perhaps correct 
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some past errors and/oUiei. which might tend 10 re- 
store thai mutual affection which all good men wish 
for, and she herself, however she may now think of 
the matter may onf day watU — Power is intoxicating ; 
and thos(? who are possess'd of it loo often grow viiin 
and infiolent ; we have daily instances of thii^ in par- 
tkuiar persons', and a haughty nation inebriatcxl 
with power, like a drunken man upon a precipice, 
may fall into inevitahle ruin, when the friendly hand 
of a child, if present, might have led him from 
danger. 

Rut tho' the colonies wctc so well disposed to- 
wards the mother country, it must not be foi^i that 
there was a cursed Cabal principally residing in this 
town, who having been disappointed in their expec- 
tations of the sweets of the stamp-act, wrrt? perpet* 
ually intriguing to bring about another p^liamontary 
tax-act ; for no other purpose than that 6ey /might 
feast and fatten themselves upon the spoils 'Ml! plun- 
of the people — and I am ]>ersuaded nie nation 

uld not have been 50 impolUkb as \iA have pasa'd 
another revenue act for the colonies so soon after 
the confusion which the 5larap*act had occasioned 
on both sides the water, had not ihis Cabal found 
means to induce the men in power at home to bc- 
lievc» that the opposition lo that act was "a/tutwB*' 
that rag'd indeed for a while, but was then an "Mr- 
piring /aciwn'\' and that the generality of the 
people, now under the influence of the "iciier s&r£'\ 
and those whom they were pleas'd to call the 
"/runds of ^rvimment '* who "faar^ii COD and 
k^nof^d the King'\ were become perfectly reconciled 
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to th« measure, and the experlmea^ ^n^-^ ^ rried 
with safety and success — What a pcty it is rza: ^r^^i 
men are so ready to raid implicit taith to the idle re- 
ports of their tools and dependeats. in matier^ thac 
concern the welfare of millions, and the ven~ existence 
of states ! But great men are not always wise ! and 
we may safely add from the experience of ^e world. 

that they are not always good. Perhaps the M y 

dicmselves were glad to receive these accounts from 
Acir wretched hirelings, as they mi^t make a plaus- 
ible foundation on which to build a plan for zh^r 
own fnture wealth and greatness, however distressing 
to the Colonies, and ruinous to the nation. — Thi^ 
lujr bt tbo'c a little rude for an American pen : but 

Britain has too often seen a corrupt M y under 

the best of kings. There have indeed somenmes 
been instao^s of favourites torn as it were from che 
arms of — ^ — , and made to suffer the vengence of an 
injurecf'^pople, — I never could conceive what should 
induce a flee independent British house ot Commons 
to pass a Bijl so repugnant to the British constitution, 
as well as natu^ nght and justice, as a bill for con- 
trolling the property of millions without their con- 
sent! But I have been lately told that an opinion 
prevails in that country, that an act of parliament 
when once passed, becomes a part of the constitution, 
and that ^uch a bill was perfectly reconcileabie with 
their own Ideas of the act before-mentioned, declar- 
ing a right in the British parliament, to make laws 
binding on the Colonies in all cases whatever, and 
consequently in their opinion a constitutional bill — 
Whatever was the motive, we lind to our astonish- 
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mcnt, that in addition to the act of 4 Gca ;{* com- 
monly called the Molasscs-act, another American 
rcvcniK>law was made, and the Colonies were again 
taxed without tlieir consent, by those who never did 
and never can represent them. — ^Let me ask the 
Cabal, whether the Colonies in general are perfectly 
reconciled to this act — They now see the contrary 
with grief and despair, and they may c Ve long sec it 
with terror and amaiement^The Colonics arc more 
than ever united in a determined opposition to these 
acts* and 1 hope in God they will continue their 
opposition to them, till they arc all repealed— 'till the 
Locust and the Caterpillars which now swarm among 
us, are driven off like chafT, and every Aniericart 
grievance is redressed. — Thetr union & firmness I am 
sure will continue as long as they have a feeling o( 
their own dignity and their own rights; and there is 
no reason to fear that this feeling will ever be cx- 
tinguishd in their breasts, while they remain a vir- 
tuous and a sensible people. Their opposition has 
been prudent & legal, — what single step has been 
taken that cannot fully be justtfy'd by the Laws 
of their country — They have publickly remonstrated 
tlieir grievance-s to the workl, and humbly petition'd 
their Sovereign for redress : Bur their very petitions 
have been represented by the Cabal — insolently and 

treasonably represented even to his M y himself, 

as the lest rff^rts of a dying fadion — Indeed the 
Cabal have since alter'd their tone ; and either really 
hagg'd in tbcir consciences, or pretending to fear 
where no fear was, instead of an expiring faction, 
they have since represented the colonies in general 



»i*rr''-xti''rfi. 4fki :hAr :h<K''t iraA * 3ffi:-*ssizv ^i ire ii:;- 
wil T^^tion of milit^/ priw^r i*j jHStt-^tie :r — diev 

h^vr vrt forth CO th^ L — d^ ot die T f liie 

Aw^^-^r/ of two or thr***; r^lmenti tii ^.liri duiir 
p^rvj^Si. Art'^ irrot^ to th^ commaadiii^ ocicera ar 
H;^lir4/ for tr-ofrt and ihip* of -rar co p^StOra acd 
W[*;^»rt i^ov-rnm^nt in th*^ town ''>i Boston — I appeal 
Xft tkttir f/mn Wirr* lat^y pufjii^ i for the tmth of 
wh^t I ;i<fcvtrt, and in consequence ot these ver%" 
Wt/^r% ^v> w-j»Ic ;ind credulous or so wicked & aban- 
don 'I w**^: ih*; M y^ troops were aenL. which 

UKik ih^: (y/w/Tision of this city in a manner unheard 
r/f hut in an enemies town, and with orders — \\"hat 
Ah^ll I \'Ay ! I shudder at the thought ' — Surely " no 
provinri;*! ma((i^trate could be found, so steei'd 
A^MwA rh'- v:n»;ition'. of humanity and justice, as 
W'lrif'jnly f'* or'Wrr troop'> to fire on an unarmd poDu- 
\At'\ AuA iiuttT': than; repeat in Boston the tragic 
vh'- '/hil*ifv'l in St, G'rorj;*;"5 field?" 

\.i\ Auy on*' im;ii^in': thf: distress of this people — a 
iff Mfy, J in'^an once fr*;*: and still entitled to its 
Ui''\fii\\. r'-dii'.'d to the worst of tyranny — an aggra- 
vMtt\ \yr.\uuy\ Was not an army of placemen and 
|i''ii';ioiif-f -; Mjflirir-nt, who would eat us up as they eat 
br* iid, bm ail array of soldiers must be stationed in 
oiM vrry bowfk— Wli'n- is the bill of rights, magna 
i\\Ai\A atir] \\\t* lilood of our venerable forefathers? 
Ill tlir. iljlrnuna tr> what a dreadful alternative were 
wc' ri'diH'ilt 7o rest's/ this tyranny^ or, submit to 
thtuu\ Ww one might have been done with the 
l^rrairm fsise, Uit what was an handful of troops to 
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subdue a Urge country — surely two or three regi- 
ments could never have been intended "to exterminate 
the inhabitants o( this province." And it could not 
be expected that such a petty annamrni cnuld pn>» 
duce any other effect than that of "inspiring the 
people with resentment " — " those who imaged 
that the inhabitants of Boston would oppose the 
landing of the King s tmops knrw very little of their 
temper or design ", and yet I believe the thought of 
finally submitting to chains was never sufferd to 
harbour in their hearts — God forbid that free coun* 
tries should ever again yield again to tyranny ! This 
has long been the unhappy fate of the world, while it 
was overspread with ignorance and invclop'd in dark- 
ness: Mankind I hope are now become too enlight- 
ened to suffer it much longer. 

The colonics have since had a temporary relief 
from the alternative before mentioned, bylhcpublick 
spirited proposal of the merchants in the several gov- 
ernments, to withdraw their commercial connections 
with the merchants and manufacturers of Great 
Britain ; which is cstecm'd by all judicious and wcR- 
disposed persons a?> a noble sacrilice of their own 
private rights and a well-chosen expedient for the rc- 
covcr>' of Khcpubluk rights of their country, It is 
not to be wonderd at that this salutary measure 
should be violently oppos'd by the Caba!, and their 
abandon 'd instruments; and we find Blr>'akd early 
endeavoring to prevent its taking an impression on 
the other side the water, by falsely suggesting to the 
minister of state that numbers who had sign'd this 
generous agreement *' did not intend to comjily with 
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katf€ lxv*d \ — -Aniinated no dniilit by ihe example, and 
encourag d by che sieady anachment 0/ this family 
to ihc late ministerial measures, a Factor from Lon- 
don is daily expected in the next ship, and.'^s it iasaid 
under wwAii/^r/W favor, with a very lai^e importatioii 
of British manufactures — Good God ! How much 
longer is it expected that the patience of this injured 
country shall hold out! Have wc not already b<fen 
sufficiently provok'd? Is ic possible that any man 
should have the effrontery, against the united Reso- 
lutions of a Continent, to import and vend it% hane\ 
Unparrall'd presumption! Shall a stranger dare to 
be the tool of the Cabal, and the instrument of over- 
setting a measure upon the success of which the 
hopes of millions arc suspended ! — What a dcgrrc 
of intollerable vanity and insolence is here! Shall 
this man avail himself, and make a precedent for 
others, to avail thcinsclves, of the sacrifice which 
our own merchants and tradesmen have voluntarily 
made for the publick good, and hereafter wrest that 
part of the trade out of their hands, whenever the 
safety of the country shall admit of its being again 
carried on t What man will purchase goods of such 
a bold intruder! — Who will not look upon him as 
a publick enemy, and treat him with the marks of 
contempt and hatred ! But— contemptible and odious 
as he must appear, yet in comparison with those few 
Natives of the eountr)', and blessed be Cod there 
arc but few, who can pride themselves In the im- 
l>ortations they have made, and impudently boast 
of their success, in comparison 1 say, with such par- 
ricides as these, a stranger must, in an impartial eye 
appear, even inntHtn/] — Alfkgd. 
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conizjiMed ^ Aijonntment t^ lV-:dn4^zdiSy Cczii^r zi 

by Governor B^fnrari anc ocier?. were ordered rr 
be published: and the Comniicree were direcre-i r^- 
spectf'iily to transmit a printed Copy ot the 5a=e -o 

E.-iT-^iittmr/ T'wmii^ Py^L'nai. E^c ; .-if Governor :'" 
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jamm Frankiin^ Esq; Doctor of Laws; Wiltiant 
BoHan, Esq ; Agent for his Majesty's Council of this 
Province; Denuys DtBcrdt, Esq; Agent for the 
House of Representatives, and Barlow Trttothick^ 
Esq; Alderman of the City of London, and a Mem- 
ber of Parliament. 

AUtsL 

William Cooper, Tcwm-CUrL 

[3] An 
Appeal, *c 



The Town of Boston having by tlie generous Car« 
of William Botlan, Esq ; formerly a very worthy In- 
habitant in it. but now a Resident in London, receiv'd 
authentick Copies of Letters, Memorials. &c_ written 
by Governor Bernard, General Gage, Commodore 
Hood, the Commissioners of the American Board of 

whwTof ttivy han b««n ucicihlf alfvcifld wiih IJb« Mnrki «f hi< Mkjviyi Db- 
plMMre— A»d thai tU Madei4i»r be dirvtlid E« tnnuiiEt the VoU of Thank* 
10 M'- BoTltQ. for >0 >cuoDiibk uid tmpt>fiui[ 11 icnlcc. Alw 
'•Voftwl, uuiumouBly, tliat — 

The UfM^^ ThuuM Ciuhing E*q. 

M'- S«uiy?l A<liiri4 

J<ihn Acl4ni> t£bq. 

The Hdn^ JainB* Otu E«^ 

D"' Ju«rpli Vi^n^n 

JothtfA H*nthaw Etq, 

JoKph Jiti:kK'ii Eiq. 

1I«ri;>iniii Kem l^v|. 
'*b* An4 hucby ire Appoinled t L'oinmkt«« 10 ComlitH ivh*i Mcvum urc 
prapvt to Ltc uXen l« iluJi(4itr Llic CtnLiacLn of tite Tijwu fiv^n ilie UIk *nd 
IHJEirlodk rpprrunuiLoAB coauineLl In the Leiicti U UcniaritU *(EircuM, An4 
Kopofl *l ihe AiljouniTuenl «4 tbu Mtetinfi— " 

The couiiuiUc reporled ci ilic luuttiii^; neuian oa October 1%: d» rrpoit 
wt* ncaminittcil. iml ihc eummiun vn* rtiittoced lo report i^a In iho 
■flimooD, which ttu (loae* 
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Customs and others.' and laid before the Parliament ; 
which contain m^ny l>;ise Iniftinuatioiii^ ;^il virulent 
Charges of an high Nature a^inst the Town : The 
Freeholders and Inhabitants in a legal Town iMeet* 
ing assembled for th<^ Purpose, luve con<udcrcd the 
same. As they have not yet been favor'd with 
the particular Vouchers, if indeed these Gentle- 
men have produced any to the Ministry before whom 
they laid their Accusations, it cannot be expected 
they should be enabled to make so full a Vindication 
of the Town as otherwise they might.: They have 
however endeavor' ci to extract from these Writings, 
so far as the Town is concern'd in them, and to lay 
before the PubHck their true Spirit: From whence 
it will appear how restless Governor Bernard and his 
Associates have been in their malicious Ininjjues to 
traduce not this Town and Province, alone, but the 
whole British American Continent 

In his Letter to the Earl of Shelhurne, dated 
March 19th 176S, he celU his Lordship, that "he 
sees such an Opposition to the Commissioners and 
their Officers, and such a Defiance to the Authority 
by which they arc appointed, continually growing, 
that he can no lonfjer excuse his informing his Lord< 
ship of the Detail of the Facts, from whence the 
most dangerous Consequences are to be expected," — 



> iJt^trt Xff l\i Afiniif'y /ram G^wrmar Btrmard, Gfvrai G*fv. ^md Om. 

Ctmmitiifiuri a/ 1^ Cmiami. Baie^Hn Ed« md GJI, fjbf^ pp^ lOS. TUi 
volunif! cnnlaiiu extracU from Ehc letters ot FierniLrd. birifinnfiif wllh l^t lo 
Sbelbutne of January s:, ij^, and ending with ihat la HlllnNorott^b fl4 
October f4, 176^. »nd alio c«v*J«nbl» oMeriaJ nUtinf- 1« tha vcinr* of ih« 
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It is ol>{4] serveablc here, how artfully he connects 
an Opposition to tht? CoTninissioners with n Or^fi^ncc 
of the Authority by which they are appointed; and 
this with an apparent Design to represent this Town 
as liisaffcctcd to his Majesty's Govcminent in gen- 
eral, than which nothing can be more false and ma- 
licious. That the People should entertain the high- 
est Disgust of a Board, instituted to superintend a 
Revenue to be n^is'cl from them without thdr Con- 
&cnt« which was and still is exacted with the utmost 
Rigor, is natural ; after they had so loudly as well as 
justly complain'd of the Revenue it^lf, as depriving 
them of the ver>' Idea of Liberty : But it cannot be 
ttid with the leaftt Appearance of Truth that they set 
at Defiance the King's Authority, at the very Time 
when they were actually yielding Obedience to those 
Revenue Laws, underall the Hardships of them, and 
were patiently waiting for the happy Isiiuc o( their 
just CornplEiints, and their humble Petitions to their 
Sovereign for the Redress of their Grievances. — The 
Commissioners had however at that Time surely 
no reasonable Grounds to expect any Injury to their 
Persons or Interruption in their Office ; for ihcy had 
been more than four Months in the Town, without 
the least Danger of this Kind, altho' they had from 
ihcir first Arrival discover'd such an Arrogance & 
Insolence of Office, as led many Persons to appre* 
hcnd, that they aim'd at nothing less than provoking 
the People to such a Degree of Intemperance as to 
make an Appe^intnce uf iL But being disappointed 
in this, mere Shifts ;;nd Pretensions are to be sought 
after ; and accordingly wc find Mr. Bernard beginning 
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his " Diinil " lo his Lard^hip with telling him there 
had been "frequent Rrports of Insurrections in- 
tended, in which tt had been said, the Houses of one 
or more of the Commissioners were to be pulled 
down." Th« Governor, it is lo be observed, relies 
much upon Repots in his Letters even to Ministers 
of State, while few if any among us ever heard of 
such Reports : He docs not so much as aticmpt to 
make it appear to his Lordship that these frequent 
Reports were brought to him by Persons of Credit, 
or tiiat they were well groiinticd ; and it is vcrj- much 
to be questioned, whether he received his Intelli^^ence 
from any other Persons, but the Commis*%ioners 
themselves, their Dependents and Expectants, the 
Number of whom arc incrcas'd to an enormous De- 
gree, more than sufficient to devour the whole Rev- 
enue, and m;iny of them arc of the most abandon'd 
Characters. [5J 

But to ^ive a Colouring to thefie Ideas of an In- 
surrection, there must be something more alledged 
than barely that there had been frequent Reports of 
its being intended ; and therefore his Lordship is 
told of an Event which in Fact took place as some 
few remember, but the Story is wrought up by the 
Governor with all the Strokes of masterly Invention 
to serve the Purpose^ " A NiitTiher of Lads, &ays 
he, paraded the Town with a Drum and Horn," 
And what possible Harm could there be in that? 
Why among other Houses "they passed by the 
Council-Chamber when he was sitting in Council:" 
And did they stop to insult the Governor and Coun- 
cil i Such a Circumstance would doubtless have cm- 



4 



IF691 



SAMUEL ADJMS. 



401 



bellished his Excellency s Narrative. Their passing 
by however carried the Air of an Insult, tho" id all 
Likelihood the unlucky Boy?i might not know that his 
Excellency was tht^re, — But they had " assembled be- 
fore Mr. Paxton'fi House." and ]c5t it should be fcr^ 
got, his Lordship is r<:niindc:d that Mr. Pa^cton is '*a 
Commiuwner," And did they do Mr. Paxcon the 
C£>m>$nssion/r any injury ? Yes truly ; " they huatza'il,'* 
and went off- — Then they "invested Mr. Burch's 
House,'* and his Lordship is abo told, that Mr. 
Burch is '^^ anoiAer Commissioner/' and "his Lady 
and Children were obliged to go out of the Back 
Door to avoid the Danger that was thrcatcn'd ; " so 
that they were not threatened with Mischief, but 
with Danger only. It has bt^en usual for the Com- 
missioners to alTect an Apprehension of Danger to 
themselves and their Families, to serve the Purposes 
they had in View, There is indeed no accounting 
for the real Fears of Women and Children : The 
Ladies however can sometimes vie with their Hus- 
bands in Intrigue, and are thoroughly vcrs'd m the 
Art even of ficliiuai Appearance. And it is said 
that fl// are Politicians in this Country : Whether 
this Lady, whom Gov, Bernard h^A pcht^ly usliered 
into the View of the Public. rtaJiy thought herself in 
Danger or not, it is incumbent on him to show that 
there were just Grounds for her Apprehensions, that 
Mr. Burch's House was in Fact '^invested/' and that 
** tlie most dangerous Consequences were to be ex- 
pected." The World may be assured, there was not 
the least Appearance of this Kind : and yet, these 
arc Mr. Bernard's own Declar^tiunN to his Maievty's 
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Ministers, grounded upon vague Sc idle Reports, be- 
neath one of his Rank [6J :^nA Station to take any 
notice of. Sl e^ecially with a Design to misrepresent 
He expresses 3 Siirpri/e. & surely he must counter- 
feit it. that this Matter of "the Parade vrith the 
Drum and Horn," was after all Created a* the Diver- 
sion of a few Boy^ as it is still thought to have been 
by all who can remember so trifling an Occurrence, 
except thr Governor and his Adherents — ^thc Diver- 
sion of a few tnfttH'rn/, tho' ptrhaps vulgar Boys, who 
neither did nor intended to do the least Harm to 
them or any other Persons, nor were they able to 
elTecl it, if tliry h^^l such a Design, Rut after thifs 
says Mr. Bernard, " it was r^ft&ried, that ike fnsurrtH' 
//irir was postponed 'till the iStli of March " — The Idea 
is -slill kept up of a iitsi^ned Insurrection, how else 
could it be postfiomd} and "two Persons, says he, 
one of them Mr, Paxton, a Commissmur, were men- 
tioned as devoted to the Resentment of the Mob." 
It is strange tlmt no Persons slioiild have heard of 
all this h\\\ the Governor and his Informers ; for he 
tells his I^pOrclship that he "took all the Pains he 
could lo iliscov^T the Tntlh of this Report"; and 
"on the verj' Day before, he spoke with the most 
knowing Men he could procure", who had heard 
nothing about the Matter. At length, however, 
"late ir the Evening, he had certain Advice that 
EBigies were prepared, hut it was too late to do 
any Thing, and — his Information was of thai Naturt^ 
he could not make Use of it in Publuk^' To induce 
his Lordship however 10 believe that the Reports of 
tht Imumaion^ which was postponed to the iSth of 
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March, with every Circumstance as just now related, 
were wc!l grounded, he tells him. a,s if it was <lcaignc<i 
to be the Prelude to the whole, that *' early in the 
Morning the Sheriff informed him that the Effigies of 
Mr. Paxton and Mr Williams were in Truth hanging 
upon Liberty-Tree" \ — There was in the Time of \t, 
7i strong Suspicion in the Minds of inany, that these 
Effigies were hung up by some pari uu far Perseus on 
that Day (which was to be observed as a Day of Fes* 
tivity), with a Design to give a Colouring to just such 
a Representation as Gov. Bernard now makes. — 
There are Persons here capable of playing such a 
Game; and there are some Circumstances which 
make it appear that such a Suspicion wa^^ not ground- 
less. Particularly it is difficult to account for Gov- 
ernor Bernard's neglecting to give Orders to prevent 
their being hung up after he trriainly knew it wa^ 
[7] intended; and that he should pretend it wa« 
too late the Evening before ; but especially, his not 
chiising to make Use of his Inrnrmation, or it may 
rather be supposed his Informants Name is pub- 
lick, unless it was thro* Fear of discovering the 
Plot, is dark and tmaccountable— If there was a De- 
sign of this Nature, it imisl have been truly niar« 
tifying to those who were in the Secret, that the 
Design was so soon frustrated ; For before the 
Governor could meet his Council, which he had 
prudinity ''the Day before summoned to meet," 
and while he was ''sending round to get them to- 
gether as soon as possible it might be; amidst all 
these far^/tU Preparations ihe tffigics^ says the Gov- 
ernor, "were taken down by some of th« Na'^hdours 
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li <-)fj|MAiiiQii ' \ Tbeir being thviL ^iuykb 
rLttidty, rak«fn ilown, is mflSacnt to evince 
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JiikU IwMt ii4ftlly i w rthrown Ivs Ekwgn in writing 
ihi* very tollor lo liis LonUiip. 

llul tho tM»4t liBprovomMit is to be made erf e v ery 
Af^ppuwuie : Ac«ORlia|[ljr the ^vemor hastens to 
IUb Cowwl, whM wvr» tbno tum. aj^fvcabl* lu hn At** 
^IMiiliiio4ii tfki iAi>4lfAMv, unci ikere he lelb his Locd* 
^bq^ hn"M>ilonhhn ^tfong Torma ttie Attroao uattess 
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sHViuU \n:ikAc«, ^mA i^ N«eettitir there- «■» at ^p«- 
iv44^<. -^ /^Mf J/ .'Atf n«i^ ' liowever atoo^ 

WNMft iM LitBMftll oughft be^ ^Anefcgoniitbe theU— gir 
oi it£i boMiK foUowvii by jttuni Vjohncey viheir -romc 
Q4-ito hkiv'U>i><.i« iltoBMihii, hiA tafcn^ J ow iL Lite 
Mhii ' J4»t thft iwit djmamot cbe vrnke 
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he could say " to that Purpose, tho' he strove hard for 
ii, *' made no Impression on the Council:" They> 
says he. " pcrsever'd in treating the Affair 3a o( no 
Consequence," as well tliey might ; for it is quc^ion- 
able after atl, whether there was the least Apprehen- 
sion then of any Commotion even in the Mind of the 
Governor himself, whatever were his Pretensions. 
The Commissioners however took this Opportunity 
"of setting forth the Danger tJtey apprehended"; 
^nd the Governor, very readily no doubt, took the 
Occasion to acquaint the King's Minister, that he 
had receiv'd a Letter from the Commissioners, '*oS^ 
string' tfu Pr^ecii^n oj ike Government' 

Mr. Bernard proceeds in his Narrative, and enter- 
tains hi^ Lordship with a very minute Account of the 
Celebration of the Anniversary' of the Repeal of the 
Sump-Act; and*' the terrible Night it producd" — 
to Mr. Burch, 47ft/ 0/ ike Cmnmisnonen^ and his Lady 
and Children who had mov'd to his House for Safety ; 
— "to the Lieutenant-Governor ami the Sheriff of 
the County who were also with him " '. and in fine to 
all *' those who thought thcmselv^rs Objects of the 
popular Fttry." It may be here obscn'cd as in gen- 
eral true, that no Man has Reason to fear the popu- 
lar Fury. Init he whu is conscious U> himself of having 
done that whicli has expos'd him to their just Resent- 

ment The Governor himself owns that " the Sc- 

lectmen of the Town " and "some others,"* and even 
the Gentlemen who dined at two Taverns near the 
Town^House, upon the Occasion of the Day "took 
great Pains that the Festivity should not prodtice a 
Riot," There is no Reason to suppose this was 
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principal Servants of ihe Crown in America, and who 
has discovered himself far from being partial in Jav&r 
of the Town, it is needless to add ^iny Thinjf further 
on this Head Trifling ^s indeed this " Disturb- 
ance** was, such Improvements were made of it by 
Governor Bernard and others, that it occasion 'd the 
ordering two Regiments from tfalifax to this Town 
for a Purpose for whicli the military Power was cer- 
tainly novcr design 'd ; a very dangerous Purpose, and 
abhorrent to the British Constitution and the Spirit 
of a free Government, namely to Support the Civil 
Authority — ,A Measure winch has; cau3;*d continual 
Terror to his Majesty's peaceable Subjects here, and 
has been productive of more IJislurbance and Confu- 
Mon than has been known in the Memory of any now 
living, or than is recorded by any tlistorian, even the 
most partial against this Country. 

We shall now lake Notice of Governor Bernard's 
Letter to the Earl of Hillsborough, dated Boston, 
June 11. 1768, wherein he ^ivcs his Lordship an 
Account " of a j^reat Kiot that happened in this Town 
the preceding Evening," And it must lie confess'd 
there was a Riot on that Evening, which is by no 
means to be justify d. It was however far from being 
so great an one as the Governor represents it to [loj 
be- — The Collector and Comptroller of the Customs 
indeed represent it as a '' numerous Mob," ^ but they 
being particularly interested, their Fears might de- 
ceive them. — It was noi a nimicrous Mob; nor w^is it 
of long Continuance, neither was there much Mischief 

^ AflidmTft uf Bcnjinitn Ktl^nvvTl Jr,. Comptrolln cf Cmtn-nt m Ttotion. 
Ijttrn It lAt Mimilry, p. ^ 
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clmie. It was occasioned by the unprecedented Sl 
unlawful Marnor of seizing a Vessel by the Collector 
and Coinptrotler: xA.nd conTtidering their illegal Pro- 
ceedings in making the Seizure, attended with the 
most irritating Circumstances which occasioned thii 
Mob — the intolerably haughty Behaviour which the 
Commissioni-r*i who ordered this Seizure, had con* 
standy before discovered towards the People — the 
frequent Threats which had been given out, that the 
Town should br put under a Military Government, 
and the armnt Force actually employed a« a Prelude 
to it. it cannot be wondered at, that in a populous 
Town, ^uch high Provocations, and the sudden bxcr- 
tion of Lawle^ Power, should excite the Resentment 
of some Persons beyond the Bounds of Reason, and 
carrj'- them into Excesa— We cannot state the Cir- 
cumstances of this Affair with greater Impartiality, 
than by reciting the Sentiments of hif; Majesty's 
Council after two Days inquiry and Consideration, 
in their own lixpressions, vie. 

"His Exc!?llency having \a\A before the Board a 
Representation of some Transactions relating to^and 
in Consequence of the Dborders in the Town of Bos- 
ton on the Evening of the lothof June last, the Board 
think it neccssarj" in yusticf foihf Tmen and Province, 
and in Vindication of themselves, to make some Ob- 
servations thereon, and to giveafuller Representation 
than is contained in the Paper laid before the Doanl 

'■ With Regard to the said Disorders, it is to be ob- 
served that they were occasioned by the making a 
Seizure (in a Manner unprecedented) in the Town of 
Boston on the said loth of Jgne, a little before Sun- 
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set, when a Vessel was seized by several oi tlie OiRcers 
of the Customs; and immediately after, on a Signal 
given by onn of said Officers, in Consequence of a 
preconcerted Plan, several armed Boat? from the 
Romncy Man of War took Possession of her cut her 
Fasts, and carried her from the Wharff where she 
lay. into the Harbour, along s\Ac the Romnej' ; (^i i J 
which occasioni^d a N umber of People to be collected, 
some of whom, from the Violence and Unprecedent- 
edness of the Procedure with Regard to tlic taking 
away of the said Vessel, and the Reflection thereby 
implied upon the Inhabitantsof the Town as disposed 
to rescue any Seizure that might be made, cook Occa- 
sion to insult and abuse the said Oflicers, and after' 
ward^ to break some of the Windows of their Dwell- 
ing-Houses, and to commit other Disorders Now. 
tho' the Board have the utmost Abhorrcnce of all 
such disonlerly Proceetlin^s, ;ind would by no Means 
attempt to justify ihem, they are obliged to mentio«i 
the Occasion of them, in order to shew, that however 
culpable the said disoidcriy Persons were, the Officers 
who seized, or those by whose Orders such unutoial 
and violent Measures as were pursued in seizing and 
taking away the Ttaid Vessel, were not faultless: ]t 
lK-inj> lii^hly prob;d>le tliat no such Disorder^ would 
have been committed, if the Vessel had not been with 
an armed Force, and with many Circumstances of 
Insult and Threats, carried away from the Wharff/' 

The Council further say, ''With Regard to what 
happen'd on the loth of Junc« it seems to have 
spning wholly from the Persons who complin of it, 
by the Plan laid and the Orders given for making the 




4tO 



THE WRITINGS OF 



[176-) 



Seiiure aforesaid, and cirrying it away by an armed 
Force. Which Circumstances, together with the 
Time ot Day of sciring the Vessel, makes it se«ni 
probable that an Uproar was hoped for and intended 
to be occasioned by ihc Manner of Proceeding in 
making the ScixurcH" 

From this impartial State of the Matter, it must 
evidently appear to ^\^r^ candid Mind, that the 
Opposition was made, not at all to the setzinj;^ of the 
Vessel by the Officers of the Customs, but wholly to 
the Manner in which it was secured ; and that if it 
had been done in the usual Manner as the Council 
afterwards say, "* it would have remained secure in the 
Hands of the OfTicrrs" — This corrrsponds with the 
Commissioners own Account; for they say in their 
Letter to Governor Bernard, June i;,* that they 
received a verbal Message from the People to the 
foHowin^ Purpose, "that if the Sloop seiz'd was 
bro't back [12] to Mr, Hancock's Wharft, upon Se- 
curity- given to answer the Prosecution, the Town 
might h^. kept fuisi'*. Tint this paci5c Pr€>poHal, 
tho' brought to them as they acknowledge "by a 
Person of Credit**, they exprcsly declare "appeared 
to them as a Metmcf", and it was in Fact one o( their 
very Re^sors for requesting Uie Governor to give 
Directions that they might be received into the 
Castle for Protection — So totally regardless were they 
of the Peace of the Town, and so excessively fond of 
being thought by others as important as they fancied 
themselves to be, that when this reasonable and 
timely Proposal was brought to them even by a 

■ laUri t$ IV MiwtUtrj^ pp. 9], 9b. 
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Person of Credit in t/teir azon Esleem, they haughtily 
reply'd, that'* they gave no Answers to verbal Mes- 
sages", whkh plainly indicated cither a Wantonness 
of Power in tlirni beyond all Bounds, or the Hopes 
if not the Intentions of a further Uproar* — 

Governor Bernard tells his Lordship that this Riot 
"had very bad Consequences", which is undoubtedly 
true : The *;xaygerated Accounts which he and the 
Commissioners g:ive of it to the Ministry, and their 
taking Occasion to represent the Town itself as in a 
Stale of Disobedienctr to all Law and Authority, and 
indeed the whole Continent as ripe for a Revolt, 
were attended with the worst of Consequences to the 
Town. The Commissioners say in plain Terms that 
*' there had been a long & txi^nsive Plan of Resist- 
ance to the Authority of Great-Britain", and that 
"the Seizure refercd to "had hastened the People of 
Boston to the Commission of actual Violence sooner 
than was intended '\ Such infiamat&ry Rcprcsen- 
utions as these had the Effects which they had long 
wish'd-for; and induced the Ministry to order two 
other Regiments to this Town ; ihe Consequence of 
which, if they or any of them are continued, it is to 
be fcar'd, far from reconciling the People to the 
present Measures of Administration, will only in* 
crease their Discontent, and even alienate their 
Affections. 

The Governor in the Postscript to his Letter. June 
13,' mention?^ his having Inielligrute frotn the Com* 
missioners of some Partuulars from whence th^y 
icncludfd^ that they were immediately expos'd to 
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(urth«x Violences, And desir'd Protection at the 
Castle. — This Intelligence !i» contain'd in their Letter 
of June J 3, just now meniion'd. wherein [13] they 
take upon themselves to charge the Governmeot 
with li^ving used no Me^isunrs for securing the Peace 
of the Town, alledging in f^eneral Terms chat "there 
waa the strongest Reason to expect further Violenoea.' 
And they further say. that "l^is Excc-llcncy himfleU 
had acquainted ihem that Besiffn was nc PUee ^/ 
Sa/eiy f^r them ". Here wc ace that the I ntelligcnce 
which the Governor represents to his Lordship as 
having been rccciv'd by hiin from the Commissioners, 
he first communicated io tlum ; and thereupon they 
grounded their pretended Fears in their Letter ia 
litm, and liesire the Protection of the Govcrnment- 
This is all of a Piece, and may serve to explain the 
frtfu^nt RufHours of an Insurrection, mentioned in a 
former Letter, and from what Quarter these frequent 
Rumours came. It shows the Combination, and the 
settled Design, of the Governor and the Commit- 
t^ioncrs, to blacken the Character of tlie Town ; and 
how dcxtrously they can play into e;ich others Hands 
— The Governor the next Day, June 13,' wrote to 
the Commissioners, and acquainted them, that *• hav- 
ing communicated their Letter of the 12th to tbc 
Cottncil, they desired him to inform theni tliat during 
the Sitting of the Council on Saturday Morning, 
there was no Reason at all given to expect further 
Violences, and that there was no Apprehension either 
in tki Governor or the Council of an immediate 
Danger." It is incumbent on the Governor, or bis 
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Friend, if ke has any^ to reconcile this with what he 
had before told the Commissioner;. '* that Boston 
was no Place of Safely for them". It seems Gov. 
Bernard was perpeiiially leiiing the Coiincil with the 
Commissioners vague Reports of an Insurrection, 
and of the Danger they were in; and indeed it ap- 
pc*ars to be ihe main Point in View to pcrswade the 
Cotincil if possible into 2. Belief of it, or if not, to 
form a Complaint to the Ministry that they were 
negligent of their Duty in not advising to prop^rr 
Measures for the Protection of the Commissioners: 
and from thence to enforce a Necessity of military 
Force to restore and support Government in 
Boston — Why did he not lay before the Council the 
Pttrtuuiars^ which he tells his Lordship he had re- 
ceived from the Commissioners, from whence ituy 
concluded that they were cxpos'd to further Violences ? 
This we hear nothing of: perhaps the Intelligence, 
like that which he mentions in a [14J former Letter, 
"was of such a Nature that he could not make U5.e 
of iC in Pul>lick_" He indeed tells the Commissioners 
that *'he had infonn'd the Council of their ^t^aU 
Apprehensions of further Violences, and that they 
were then taking the same into Consideration." — Hut 
he should have fairly represented this Matter to the 
Commissioners, and told them that the Council had 
alfiady taken the same into Consideration, and come 
to a Conclusion, as in Fi\<:i lliey h;i*l ; for by their 
own Minutes we find, that *'the Matter being fulfy 
d^lated^ it appeared to the Board that there was no 
immediate Danger of fresh Disturbances." They at 
the same Time advis'd that the Matter shouidbe laid 
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before the General Court then Siainjj, and postponed 
the Consideration of it by them, as 0/ Coundi to ilu 
Ginfern^r, till the Effect of such a Proposal should 
be known. All this the Governor knew ; bow then 
could he consistently say that thej' were then taking 
it into Consideration. He tcUs Lord Hillsborough 
that " He was against the biisinrs?* being laid before 
the General Court, but was obli^'d 10 give it up"; 
and that "he had many Objections to tlw Measure." 
He knew very wd! that the drawing this Matter into 
open Day-Light, would effectually defeat Hit* Design ; 
and that the Intention of bringing the Council, if 
possible, to join with the Governor in requiring the 
miiitar}' Force, or accusing them of Negligence in 
Case they did not, would thereby be entirely frus- 
trated. — The removing the Business to the General 
Court, he tells his Lordship, was however, upcm one 
Consideration, not ''entirely to hi*i Dissatisfaction;" 
for he says, it was then in a great Measure *' taken 
out of his Hands " ; and he concludes, that " as he 
cannot conduct this Business as it ought to be." or 
rather as he chose it should be, "it may be best for 
him to have but little Hand in it," ' — It may not be 
amiss here to recite the Declaration of his Majesty's 
Council at a full Board on the 29th of July, six Weeks 
after the Commissioners voluntary Exile to the Cas* 
tic in Consequence of these /r^/^^^rf Apprehensions 
of further Violences, The Council say. "the Com- 
missioners were not obligd to quit the Town ; there 
never had been any Insult offered to thenri; their 
quitting the Town was a voluntary Act of tlicirown; 
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wc do aot apprehend iliere was any sufficient Ground 
for their quitting it ; and, when they [15] had quitted 
it. and were at the Castle, there was no Occasion for 
Men of War to protect thetn." Such an Authority, 
will, no doub:, be deem'd sufficienc to vindicate the 
Town from this Aspersion : especially, As the Coun- 
cil had then had Time cooiy :o recollect the Matter: 
As they had born their full Testimony againftt the 
Disorders, and taken ever>' Step which belonged to 
their Department, to bring the Offenders to condign 
Punishment: But more especially, a^ that very 
Board had always before supported the Governor's 
Measures to the utn^ost Extent that their Con- 
sciences would allow, and many Times against the 
general Sentiments of tlie People, for which they had 
gain'd the Governor's Applause, and his particular 
Recommendations to his Majesty's Minister; and he 
himself could at this Time have no other Exception 
to any Part of their Conduct, but their Oppo!;ilion to 
Kx^/av^te Plan, to introduce a military Government 
into the Town, without the least Colour of Necessity, 
and thereby to break thro' the Mounds, and tear up 
the ver>* Foundation of the civil Constitution. 

The Governor in his Letter to Lord Hillsborough 
of the 14th of June, being resolved to give his Lord- 
ship an exact Dtiail of every Occurrence " from 
whence the most dangerous Consequences are to be 
expected," takes Occasion to mention "a Paper stuck 
up on Lil>erty Tree^" This Paper, he had said in liis 
Letter of the 13th, contain'd *'aii Invitation of the 
Sons of Liberty to meet at Six o'Clock to clear the 
Land of the Vermin which were come to devour 
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them." A very innocent, if not a laudable Proposal, 
for which the Country should think iiself oblij^'d to 
them, to be sure if they could have effected their \h> 
sign* But in this Letter it is called "a violcm and 
virulent Invitation to risf that Nigki to clear the 
Count>* of the Commts&ioncrs & their Officers, lo 
avenge themselves of the Custom-house Officers, & 
put one of them to Death ?'* And, still more alarm- 
ing, "there were also some indecent Threats against 
the Governor!" Could the Governor think that by 
the Vermin that were come to devour the Land thcv 
meant his Excellency and the Commissioners? But 
perhaps the Mind of the Sheriff who brought this 
Information to the Governor was somewhat agitated 
with the Fears of an Insurrection ; and moreover, we 
may presume that be had not &ccn the Paper himself, 
but took it from Refi^i^ in Confonnit>' lo the Exam- 
ple of the 1 16 1 Governor, who bclicv'd or prtUnd^dio 
hiiiivt every Word of it, till he had tlie moriifying 
Sight of the true Contents of this v^ry imporUni 
Paper : of which the following a^ he himself at length 
tells his Lordship is '*an exact Copy" vi/. Boston, 
June 13, 1768, The Sons of Liberty request all 
those who in this Time of Oppression and Distraction 
wish well lo and would promote the I'cacc, Good* 
Order and Security of the Town and Province, 
to assemble at Liberty-Hall under Liberty Tree 
on Tuesday the 14th Instant, at Ten o'Clock' pre* 
cisely*™ ' * it might have been suppos'd that so 

- Tl« ward "fonnWTi' AppHn beic id ihe oopj of U>« noCct u kftflfr- 

' Thr <1nift En ihe %iilat^ttti>U ot AIaius fSiimuf 1 Ad»iiLi FApcti, LsxuM ti- 
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harmless a Thing would have ^iven Offence to none. 
In the first Phce, the Matters alledg'd in it were con- 
fessedly true : That this was a Time o( Oppression, 
the People all felt : That it was a Timr of Distrac- 
tion, the Governor and the Commissioners loudly pro- 
clatm'd : A Design then at such a Time to promote 
the Ptacc, Good-Order, and Security of the Town, 
was at least unexceptionable. But the Governor 
complains th^t "it wns not considered as an Implica- 
tion of Danger " : Strange would it have been indeed, 
if si» ^Uitary a Propoiul a& the promoting the Peace, 
Good-Order and Security of the Town h;td been thus 
considered. " Neither, says he, was the Impr^pritiy 
of the Sons of Liberty appointing a Mec-tjng to secure 
the Peace of the Town, when the Governor and Coun- 
cil were sitting upon that Business, and seemly to liitU 
Purpose, taken much Notice of," But surely if the 
Governor iaihX Council could be suppofi'd to be sitting 
upon sueh Rusiness, at smii a Tim^, and si/min^y /<? 
liiiU Purp0S€, there could be no great Iniproprictj' in 
mlier Peoples undertaking it But withoitl adopting 
by any Means the Measure. Is not here a striking In- 
stance of the Disposition of Governor Bernard, and 
some others, to receive with the greatest Avidity the 
mci^t aggnivuied Accounts of every trifling Occur- 
rence that has happened, and without any Enquiry, 
to paint them to the Ministr>' tn the deepest* Colours! 
Behold a Mt^-ting, the proless'd Utrsign of which wa» 
to promote the Peace, Good-Order and Security of 

pAC* li «l lh« Wti «rf tb« ontiiiA) *dl>fm Todor, Ww««f i, dAimc^ ifaiN ii 
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ihe Town, and that in open Day-Lighi, represented 
to the Kings Minister as a Meeting designed to be 
held at six o'Clock near Sun-set,' in one Letter : and 
in anothrr the next Day, "a most violent and virulent 
Invitation to ris* thai Night f and clear the Country 
of the Commissioners, — threaten the Governor, and 
1 17J commit Murder"! In Consequence of which he 
tetls the Council, there is " no Time to enquire into 
the Fariicuf^trs of the former Riot". They are to 
be hurried to Measures to provide for the Pta^ cf ihe 
Ttmrn ;" and to prevent "nt'w Disturbances premedi- 
tated " and " immediately threatncd " ; and his Lord- 
ship is to be forthwith inform'd of it. — Certainly, every 
candid Person will from hence be incHr'd to belie\'e 
all that Governor Bernard relatt^i* to the Prejudice 
of this Town, or any particular Persons, with Great 
Discretion. 

(lis Letter of the i6lh of June.* for he seem'd to 
be almost every Day employed in writing his "^Detail *' 
o{€^mmoH Reports, gives the Earl of Hillsborough 
an Account of '*the Meeting at Liberty-Tree in pur- 
suanceof the printed Notice '\ And aftcrentcrtaining 
his Lordship with a particular tho' awkard and in- 
consistent description of the Tree, the vast Hcighth 
of the Flag Staff, and the Design of hoisting the 
Flag, namely '' for a Signal," which to be sure must 
be a Discovery quite new to his Lordship, he proceeds 
to say; that "at least 4000 Men assembled", that 
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"the principal Gentlcmea attended to engage the 
lower People to concur in Measure* for Peace and 
Quiet", which was the profess'd End of their Meetinf; 
—that " one of the Selectmen wa3 chosen Moderator 
or Chairman" — that they adjourned to the Town-Mall " 
for the Accommodation of so large a Number, 
And there it being "objected that they were not a 
legal Meeting " they adjourn'd to the Afternoon/" he 
should have said, broke up; and the Selectmen in* 
stead of "legalizing the Assembly"' as it is oddly ex- 
prefls'd, call'd a Town-Meeting agreeable to the Di- 
rections of the Law, to meet in the Afternoon. All 
this was certainly an innocent Proceeding, and the 
Governor himself, it is presumed did not think other- 
wise, for it happens for once, that he makes no par- 
ticular Remarks upon it ; and if H %liouId be said uf 
them, that they met riemingty t& Utth Pnrposi^ it 
might be said truly enough : but it is to be remenv 
bcrcd. that another Assembly, with their Chairman 
at their Head, if the Governor's ludicrous Account of 
the Meeting of that very respectable Body could be 
credited, might in that Respect keep them in Coun- 
tenance. — But innocent a-* it was.' the Govexnor did 
not chuse it should be f i8] thought that h€ view'd it 
in that Light, and therefore told the Council, and his 
Lordship afterwards, that " had it been the first Busi- 
ness of the Kind, he should have asked their Advice, 
whether he should not send to the General for 
Trccfis"- And to show his own excessive Fondness 
for so arbitrary and violent a Measure, he adds^ that 

^ TIm <Jf*ft M tlu pain includa Ihc wa^h : " ho\h in iU KAccS $t ;Tofc*id 
Daiign ". 
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" he was ready to do it, if any en€ Gentleman would 
propOH? it ! " 

The Governor then proceeds to give a Detait of 
tbc Meeting of the Town in the Afternoon ; in which 
be tells hi5 Lordship, that "many wild and violent 
Proposals were made."^ It ought here to be ol> 
served, that Governor Bernard constantly represents 
Bodies of Men, even the most rcspcctabia by Pro- 
posals made l>y Individuals, which have been mis- 
represented by Pimps and Parasites, and perhaps 
aggravated by himself instead of allowing them to 
Aland or fall by their own Conclusions — Can any 
Thing be more base, more contrary to Equity than 
this ? — Wbat should we think of the most respectable 
Corporations at Home — what even of both Houses 
of Parlianicnl, if tliey wrre to bt? judged of by tvery 
Motion that has been made, or every Expression that 
has drop'd from Individual:) in the Warmth of De- 
bates- If it had been true that such Proposals were 
made, nay, if measures that could not have been alto- 
gether justified, had been even adopted by the Town, 
at a Time when every Art had been practiced to 
irritat^^ the People, and inflame their Minds, llie can- 
did Part of Mankind would have been ready to over- 
look it — The Governor has often been observed to 
discover an Aversion to free Assemblies ; N o Wonder 
then that he should \»t so particularly disgusted at a 
legal Meeting of the Town of Boston, where a noble 
Freedom of Speech is ever expected and maintained : 
An Assembly uf which it may be justly said, to borrow 
ihe Language of the ancit^nt Roman, with a little Vari- 
' Mouof tbc nmilnderof pBg«idlitscmiigliiilieilr«ft. 
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ation, S entire guar volurti H gua^ sfntkai dkert lUet^ 
They think as they jJeasc, axvA sp«:ak a^ they think.^ 
Such an Assembly has evi^r been the Dread^-often the 
Scourge of Tyrants— But tliese "wild and violent 
Proposals," which no one can recollect butthc Gover- 
nor, and perhaps his Informent, it seems were " warded 
off" as the Governor is pleas'd to express it, from 
whence it may be auppos'd that Prudence directed at 
this Meeting, "ori[i9]ginated and compos'd as (he 
says) it was" — By these Expressions it is conceiv'd, 
he would intimate to his Lordship that it was both il- 
leg:al and tamultuous : and if that wa!« his real Inten- 
tion, th«? Insinuation vuas Ijutli falst^ Aiiil injurious. — 
The Meeting was "orig[inated" as the Law directs, 
and nothing was there concluded upon according to 
the Governor's own Account hut the Appointment 
of a Committee, which he himself says '"in general 
was very resptclablc," to wait on him "with a Peti- 
tion '*; the receiving his Answer, as he is pleas'd to 
%ay, with " univtfrsal Api>rob:ition " ! writing a 1-elter 
to a Friend, and voting such Instructions as they tho't 
proper to their Representatives. After which he tells 
his Lordship they " broke up quieify '* and the Meet- 
ing ended/' Bnt notwithstandinir this quiW and as 
may be concluded by the Governors Account of it, 
fom/snng' Town Meeting, which consisted of so large 
a Number, and among whum he himself was so " popu* 
iar*' that even "the Moderator declared chat he 
really believed he was a Well-wisher to the Provirwre." 
(Thus saith Go\'emor Bernard, but no one remembers 
or [relieves it) yet all ihis will not avail to soften his 
Mind or alter his [mentions. And altho' he tells his 
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Lordship "the Romney and a Sloopof 16 Guns just 
come in will compleat the Command of all the Ap- 
proaches to the Casllc, and other Ships of War arc 
exported, NO that the S<xiinty of the Commissioners 
is effectually provided (or"; yet the /nv&riu Pcint 
will not be carried, till the long-wish'd-for Tixjops ar- 
rive, to enforce hi» arbitrary Designs, and suppress 
the Spirit of Liberty. And now iithe Time, if ever, 
to press the Matter : Every Hand therefore mast be 
set to work, and nothing will serve the Cause like 
continually holding up the idea of an fnsurrrtiwn. 
Accordinjjly we fmd one of the Auxiliaries, whose 
Letter, tho' anonimous, has Credit enough to appear 
in the List laid before Parliament, says " It is my 
Opinion that the Promoters of ihe present Evils are 
ready to unmask, and openly to discover their long and 
latent Design to rebkl"— and — "involve this Coun- 
try in Blood and Horror"! Another anonimous 
Writer, who is said to be " well acquainted with the 
State of the Town of Boston", says, that " He ob- 
serves a Sourness in the Minds of the People in £€n* 
iral*\ and adds. " He that run« may read, th;tt without 
[30] 4p€£dy lHi£yf>osiii(fn^ ^ great Si^rm will arise." — 
The Collector and Comptroller of the Customs men- 
tion with deep Cojuern. as they afTect to express them- 
selves, "that 7i gitural Spirit of Jksurrkction pre- 
vails, not only in the Town, but throughout the wkoU 
Pravimes"^ — The Commissioners themselves, in their 
Letter to General Gage, tell him, *' that it is uUerly 
impossible to carry on the Business of the Revenue 
in the Town of Boston, from the outrageous Behavior 
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of the People : " They acquaint the Genera] " of the 
alarming State of Things in the Town, and desire 
him to givt tkent Prottction" And tho' Gov. Ber- 
nard, when not ^o much on his Guard, or perhaps 
under some little Compunction of Mind, in his Letter 
to the Commissioners. June 13. gently chides them 
for their ill-grounded Fears, and tells them" he is very 
s&rry that they think themselves so much in Danger 
in Boston (which he had before said was no Place of 
Safety ior them) as to think it unsafe (or them to re- 
side there" \ notwithstanding all this, yet in the Let- 
ter we arc now considering, which was written nearly 
at the same Time, he positively assures his Lordship, 
that " if there is not a Revolt, the Leaders must 
falsify their Words and change ihcir Purposes.*" Per- 
haps he would have been more consistent if he had 
imagined these Letters would ever have seen the 
Light, He concludes his Letter with mentioning a 
a few more " Papers stuck up on the Town House". 
—No Evidence however appears to have accompanied 
all these heavy Charges upon a whole Community: 
But Gov. Bernard and others seem to have con- 
ducted their Proscriptions as if they could have, even 
foreseen that the bold Assertions of Persons appar- 
ently inimical tu a Country, anonimous Letters Street 
Conver^tion picked up by Pimps and Spies, and 
Papers stuck by no one knows whom on a publick 
Building, would be of so murh Weight as to Influence 
the Measures of Administration \ Can any Person 
believe this a just Representation, when Governor 
Bernard with all his industry and Aid has not been 
able tu furniMh Proof that any Body or Combination 
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of Men. or even a single Person, had incur'd a l^al 
Penalt)', if wc except the Disturbances that happen*^ 
on March and June alreitdy considtrred. 

Tbc Govt:rnor in his Letter of the 9th of July in- 
forms his Lordship of a ManQC%'rc. as he calb it. of the 
Sons of l^iij Liberty ; a Numb<?r of them jfoing out 
of Boston at the close of a certain Day in Parties, 
and meetintf on each Side of a House in Roxbury, 
which Mr. Kobin^on (and his Lordship must be in- 
fomi'd that he also was one of the Commi^ioners) 
had btely hired, with an Intention to surprize him 
and prevent his Escape; but he being at the Castle, 
where the Commissi&fUf-s had 6rfH Jrit/en for Sa/eiy^ 
they did nothing but plunder his Fruit Trees- ' ThiB 
ts a very solemn Account indeed ; but he never laid 
this " MancDvre of the Sons of Liberty ^ rxlra^rdi- 
nary as u w^s. I>pft)re tlie Council, which he »evc*r 
faird to do or like Occasions ; thinking possibly, that 
respectable Body might be of Opinion, that a Gentle- 
man of any political Party may be suppos'd to have 
had his Orchard or Fruit Gardens rubb'd by ii^u&rhk 
Boys, without making a formal Representation before 
his Majesty's first Ministers of State. As the Gov- 
erruM' will Mill have it that ihe Commissioners were 
'^JHv^n to the Castle for Saffty*\ we take Occasion 
to observe here, that it was notorious, that they fre- 
quently landed on the Main, and made Excursions 
into the Country; visiting the Lieucenant-GoverrK^r 
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il4CLon tot Uii^ Story, wtddi Ia rccr imiJio^^ftblc, it bviDK m ihli Une i plcot of 
Ncvk in ibtr Town im doubi 11 It grfltily j^iagg^nfffl EOicrrctlif purpOM vlikli 
die Cm' hbl cwiiiftily u vtenr." 
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and other Gentlemen at their Seats, where it would 
have been easy to liave seiacd them if any Injury had 
been intended them , which as hU Majesty's Council 
ver>' justly have observed, •'demonstrated the Insin- 
cerity o( their Declarations", as it did those of the 
Governor " that they immured themselves at the 
Castle for Safety ". 

Another Part of the Detail in this Letter is the 
Rescue of a Vessel which had been seiz'd by the Cus- 
lom-House Officers, 1 1 seems by Governor Bernard*s 
Account, it had been "thought proper to try an Ex- 
periment " ; for says he. " When the Sloop was sciz'd 
which occa&ion'd the Riot, and in Consfxjucnce of 
which the Commissioners were oblig'd to leave the 
Town, the greatest Pari of th<? Resentment was ex- 
pressed against the putting her under the Care of 
the Man of War"; which was very true, atni he 
might have also said, the making the Seizure with an 
armed Force,' and therefore, he adds, *' when this 
Schooner was sciz'd, it was left at the Wharff. under 
no other Care but two Custom-House Offic<--rs'\ in 
hopeful, no Doubt, if not certain Expectation that 
the Rescue would be made, from [zi] whence it might 
possibly bt maJe to a[>pear that the Rt^enlinrnt 
against the Proceedings of the Cuslom-Houae 0(fr 
cers in the former Instance^ as being violent and ille- 
gal, wasntcrc Pretence. The Rescue was made, and 
it was universally displeasing to the Town. The 
Governor says, "this very Molasses was the next 
Day retum'd," and telb his Lordship, that " the Se- 



pi Jt juMlyaUriiiiiif," 



4rf 



THE WMITiNGS OF 



["769 



lectmen of the Town sent for the Master of the 
Scliooner," and " ordered him to return il, under Pain 
of the Displeasure of the Town " : which is a gross 
Misrepresentation of the Matter and artfully de- 1 
signed \x\ jjrepare for the subvx]uent ungenerous R^ ^| 
mark, that "all Government is now in the Hands of 
the People," A good Magistrate would have re- 
joiced in this Instance of the Peoples voluntarily af- ^^ 
fording their Aid in the Recovery of the? Kinjj'*; Due, ^| 
which had been rescued from him, without torturing 
his Invention to find an ill-natured Construction for 
Bill Gov. Bernard is disturb'd th;it 'the Hu- 



It 

mour of the People," which he says this was done "to 
please," should ever coincide with their Duty to their 
Sovereign — The voluntary Association of the People 
to promote Peace and good Order, he had before 
said "carried an Implication of Danger" to the Gov- 
ernment ; and now, when they seem to unite in taking 
Measures for the Execution of a Law, altho* in 
its Nature disagreeable to the People, why truly " the 
Government is in the Hands of the People, and not 
of those deputed by the King, or under his Au- 
thority," But if the People had a View tosavetheir 
own Reputation in this Piece of Ser%'ice to the 
Crown, as the Governor intimates, surely he will not 
say it was *' ill-judged " or "ill-timrd," The Tiiilh 
is, they had a particular View at this Time to pre- 
vent Governor Bernards improving this Rescue, 
which they were in no Sort concerned in, to the 
Prejudice of the Town, as had been his constant 
Practice in other Cases, and as it now evidently ap- 
pears he intended : And it was certainly a wise 
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Precaution; tho' a candid Mind will by no Means 
exclude any other ^w^ Intentions. — We cannot (or* 
bear taking Notice here with Priedom. of a very ex- 
traordinary Assertion of Governor Bernard, in this 
Letter to his Lordship, That "every Seizure made, 
or attempted to l^c made on Land at Boston for these 
three Years past, before these two Instances, had been 
violently rescued or prevented-"— An As- [23] sertion 
so notoriously false, that few Men could have made 
it without Blushing ; and we may suppose even Gov- 
ernor Bernard himself would not have made it. had 
he apprehended it would ever have become Public* 
The Officers of tlic Customs themselves will not 
venture to afifirm it. If the Assertion is true, his 
Majesty's Council must have been egregiously mis- 
taken when they declare that ** no Instance can be al* 
ledg'd of any Vessel seiz'd or any Seizure whatever in 
the Town of Boston being rescued out of the Hands 
of the Officers, except what took Place here on the 
8lh of July Instant, when a Quantity of Molasses 
(this very Molasses) having been seiz'd, was taken 
away from the Officers who had Charge of it ; which 
unwarrantable Proceeding being universally con- 
demn'd. the Molasses was very noon rpturn'd". As 

* It ii rcniArkAU« tkAt G«^rctiior BcfU&rii, oot long before tli*M 
Letter* were made pubtU. exprcHed lo a cerUilfi CentlcniAa, hi* e^r* 
■at With, tbAi the People of thit province copM tiave ■ Sisbt of all 
Ua Lotl«r> to the Micialry, bcinfr *4iar*d tliat lb«7 would thereb; b« 
fnllT convinced thoc be wa> a FfienO lo the Piovinct— Indeed be mAdc 
A Declar*iloo to th« aem* Piirpot^, ifl on* of bU public Sp««chcft to 
lh« Hods* of R«preMat«tiTva. Upoo tbe ArriTA] of tho Ltttort how- 
overt ho diacovirrd. sh ftccie hj. * ctitAia P»leii»a. ood conjpUiucd 
of &• 4a Hardahip that hif Letirri. wrot^ In Confidcncf, thonld be ex* 
poa*d to cb« Vi«w of the Pobiic — A ttrilclog Proof of the Ba4<n«Mt 
H w«ll u the Perftdr of hit Hevt I 
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this base Story was invenUd and told by Gov, B«rr* 
nard. with the sole Iniontion of casting an Odium 
upon the Town, wc have Reason to expect his Re- 
IfACtion of il ; or hr tniiM. hrar the Rr-pri>arhrs of 
an highly injur'd CommuniC)', and the just Cen^ 
Bures of all impartial Men. After these false and 
injurious Assertions, he thinks it a proper Time to 
acquaint his Lordiliip, that tlie one Regiment wbtch 
he had the Battering Expectation of, from a Letter he 
had received from General Gage. '' tho' it might secure 
the Castle, would not be sufficient to aw€ the TJwirtf"; 
which was in EPfect asking for m^rt. Thu« we scc^^ 
the Means which Governor Bernard and his Confcd-^^ 
erate.^ have been incessantly using to accomplish their 
Design** : and iitrange a* it may in some belter Times 
hereafter appear, these Means and these very Instru- 
ments at Length prevailed to introduce a militar)* 
Power into this Town — A Power which is daily ^| 
trampling on our Laws, conti'niningo;irf34] Religion, 
and invading the Rights both of Persons and Prop- 
erty — A Power by which a truly loyal but long- 
abus*d and highly provok'd Community, \%, not indeed 
awtd, but distressed — And were it not for the certain 
Advice that our humble and dutiful Supplications 
have at Length reach 'd the Royal Hand, we should 
be reduc'd even to a State of Desperation ! 

Governor Bernard in his Letter to Lord Hills- 
borough of the 1 6th of September,' begins with ac- 
quainting his Lordship with \\\n pruJrni Methods he 
took, to communicate the Expectation of the Troops 
gradj(aily\ for Fear of certain ill Effects that might 

' Lfttr*i IV the Mi-i**^, pp. S*-ffk 
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arise (rom their sudden Arrival. And no wonder 
that the Man who had long been representing a 
whole Country as Rtbcls ; and had been onr of the 
principal In^tntmenls in brifi^mg sueh a Curse upon 
it» should at that Juncture be under some Apprehen- 
sions of Danger. In his last Letter he talks ol his 
personal Couragi, and tells Lord Hillsborough that 
" he did not feci his own Firmness of Mind to fail " : 
He also mentions " the spirtlcd Conduct of the Lieu* 
tenant- Govern or ; and with Pleasure assures his 
Lordship that " he could depend upon his Kef»oItJtion 
and Steadiness as much as he could upon his own"': 
from whence he concludes that "there would be no 
want of a due Enforcement of the Laws to the Cor- 
rection of the present Abuses " : — But now he seems 
to be conscious of Fear I — Happy was it for him, that 
he was in the Hands of a People ; who attended to 
the Dictates of ^oiind Policy, Religion and Loyalty — 
He first opens this Matter to one of the Council, and 
tells him that "he had private Advice that Troops 
were ordcr'd hither, but that be had no publtck 
Orden> about it himself; and he observes that *'it 
quickly was very thoroly circulated all over the 
Town," and the Faction immediaCeiy took the 
Alarm". By thift he would insinuate that the better 
Sort of the People, and even the Generality of tli* 
Town, were well enough picas'd with it. If the Fac* 
tion only took the Alann, the Generality of the Town 
mn*l have been included in the Faction : For in Truth, 
he had the Mortification of seeing the whole Body 
of the People, saving his own very few Adherents 
who were properly an imptacabtt Foitimty thoroly 
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awakened and aJarm'd at the sudden Ex- [35] -pcctA 
lion of a miltCar}- Force, which had indeed been often 
threatned by tliis Faction, but few realii'd it before 
—And now the Pimps were all itnmediacely sent out. 
who no Doubt were rewarded in Proportion to their fl 
Success in the Dufiiness ; and the Governor soon h^ ^ 
Intelligence brought to htm of the Conversation of 
*^prwaie C^mpanifs" : And that in one **itwas the 
general Opinion to rabe the Countr>' and oppose the 
Troops** ; in another "it was rcsolv'd to Tturpriie and 
take the Castle ". How ridiculously impertinent must 
he appear in the Eyes of Men of Sense, after all 
to ac£{tja!nt h!<t Lordship, ihac "he does not relate 
these Accounts as £tr(ain Facts," To what Purpose 
then did he relate them at all ! [t seems that he was 
full as designing, in communicating to Lord Hills- 
borough, as he wa^ in communicating to the People, 
tho' his Designs were different : For the People 
were not to be told the wkcU tliat the Governor 
knew to be true ; but his Lordship was to be tnduc'd 
to believe m^re: — In eitherCase if the Purpose could 
be served, Sincerity was out of the Question. Un- 
certain however as these Facts were, his Lordship is 
informed, that they were yet "believed"! Strange, 
as they were said to be Facts of Yesterday, that no 
one. after all the Pains that had been taken, could 
make them lerlain ; and if they were not to be made 
certain, stranger still that any in their Senses should 
believe them.^Some Men are very apt to believe that 
which they -wish were true: This no doubt is the 
present Case. — An:' besides, we arc to remember, 
that more than two Rej^iments were wanted to ame 
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thi Tcmm : and if the Governor could boldly say, 
ihat these Reports, vague as they were, had obtained 
any Credit here, no Matter by whcm believed, ihcy 
would have some Weight- But he must be presumed 
to think verj' inJutifcwHsly of the Head or the Heart 
o( a MinisUr 0/ State, to suppose that such an undi- 
gested and ridiculous Account of Things would in- 
fluence Mis Measurrs. Nothing, we should think, 
but the great Candor whieh has ever appeared in 
Lord Hillsborough towards Governor Bernard, could 
have prevented his severest Censure. — But admitting 
they were true, which was by no Means the Case, 
certainly the Town is not accountable for what one 
of his Excellencies Spies might have overheard in a 
"private Company/' — Let us then consider the Ac- 
count the Governor [26] gives of the public Conduct 
o( the Town, at a Meeting legally called on Monday 
September 12. And first he say*, "at the Hall the 
Faction appeared surrounded with all its Forces*"; 
and an Appearance verj' iU^ent at least, it seems, they 
were capable of making according to the Governor's 
Account, For he tells his Lordship, "a Set of 
Speeches by the Chiefs of the Faction, and nc on* 
itse, followed in such Order and Method^ that every 
Thing both as to Maiifr and Order, secm'd to have 
been preconcerted ;" while alas ! the " ver^- few prin* 
cipal Gentlemen there," tlic better Sort in the Gov- 
ernor's Estimation, app<:flred '^as curious, perhaps 
anxious Spectators"! Where is now the little Re- 
mains of an expiring Fatiion, which he had so often 
told the World of ? The Tone is wonderfully altered ; 
the Body of the People are now trufy rcprcsenteil as 
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In this Letter he says "these Arms verc deposiced 
in Chesty afMi iaid upon tbfr FkMH- of tike Town HaJI 
to wrmimd Uu PtvpU 9/ ikt Ut€ mf tim \ Could any 
00c bcsKles Govemor Bemani deac eo d 10 so p4tifaJ 
an Artifice as to inajam t e that xhese Arm^ were 
ckaa*dL expos'd to the People, and finally laid on the 
Floor o( the Hall at ihis juncture, to induce hU Lord- 
ship to be)ie\*e, that iitsf were the Forces with which 
the Faction appear'd " surrmmdcd ". and that the Sc- 
Irctmcn who arr the principa] City Magistiatc^ and 
the leading Pare of the Town itsdC were actually in 
the Plan which be had just before tneatiooed, as coo- 
ccrted in one o( the private Meetings, "to raise the 
CounlT)' & oppose the Troops": And [li] that 
there Arms deposited in Chests were taid on the 
Floor of the Hall to "remind the People of the Use 
of them," and inspirit them for the Purpose of oppoft* 
tog the Troops. Whereas ihc sim^e Truth of the 
Matter is. these Anns had for many Years been de- 
posited m Chests and laid on the P]oo€ of the Town 
Hall ; but the Hall itself being burnt a few Years ago, 
the Arms were sav*d from the Ruins and carried to 
the Town House : After the Hall wa^ Rc-bailt the 
Town ordcnrd cheir Krmaval tht^re ; and iho' it hap- 
pen*d to be done at a Juncture when the Governor 
and his Confederates talked much of the Town's rr- 
v^Uing^ there was no other Thought in the Minds of 
any, ejccepc the Governor and a few more, and it U a 
Question whether even he, or the)\ really thought 
otherwise, but to lodge them in their proper aftd 
msuai Pbce. 

We cannot help taking Notice how ver>' exact the 
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to the World; and they remain on the Records o[ 
ihe Town thai Posterity may judf^e of tlieni. The 
Town has seen no Reason since to revoke these Re- 
solves, notwithstanding they have been sentenc'd as 
" vcr>' dangerous Resolves, procured by mad People ", 
by so exquisite a Judge, in Matter* which regard 
axnl Government, as well as so polite a Gentleman 
as General Gage, The Governor himself has been 
wnce respeclfidly requested by ihe Selectmen, in B*% 
half of the Town, to sheiA' in what Respect the Re* 
solves and Proceedings of this very Meeting had 
mtlitateil with Law: but he declined it: And we 
believe he declined it, because he was not able to do 
it. Spirited indeed they were, but not too spirited 
for the Times. — When the Constitution \^ikr/ait9u^, 
the Principles of ihe Constitution must, if ever be 
asserte<I and supported — The Governor indeed cakes 
Notice of our Claim lo a certain Clause in the Bill 
of Rights as " a targe Stride " : Ihit as we are free 
British Subjects, we claim all that Securit)' against 
arbiirarj' Power, to which wc are entitled by the 
Law of God and Nature, as well as the British Con- 
stitiitioa And If a Standing Army may not be post- 
ed upon the Subjects in one Part of the Empire, in 
a Time of Peace, without their Consent, there can 
be no Reason why it should >n any other: for all 
British Subjects are or tmgki to be alike free. — 

The Governor in a former Letter to Lord Hillsbor* 
ongh mcntion'd the Sclcctmcns ordering the Arms 
belonging to the Town to be brought out and clean "d ; 
nnd to make something of the Storj". he lold him that 
*" they were cxpos'd some Hours at the Town House": 
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Authority whatever — This very innocent Measure of 
the Town in ''calling together a Convenlion '* as the 
Governor expresses it, which he so highly censures, 
and upon the Promoters of which he loudly calls for the 
national V<?n^eance, was most ct^rtainly attendee! with 
all the happy Effects for which it was propos'd ; For 
the general Sentiments of the Province were thereby 
collected, which could not otherwise have been done; 
the Governor having arbitrarily dissolv'd the General 
Assembly, and positively refus'd to call another, 
against the dutiful Petition of the Convention itself, 
as wrll as of the Town, even before thry propos'd or 
thouf^ht of it — The several Towns having the Oppor- 
tunity of conferring together by their Committees, 
had the same Effects which followed a certain tireu' 
tar Lfttir^ which formerly so perplex'd his Excellency ; 
for the People became the more united in the Meas- 
ures proper to be taken for the Preservation of their 
common Rights at so critical and alarming a Junc- 
ture. And the' the Governor says "at the Fountain 
Head it was intended to provoke Resentment", yet 
to this very Measure has been imputed, in some stnall 
Degree at least, whether justly or not, it becomes 
not this Town to say, that Prudence as well as Firm- 
ness and Perseverance in the Cause of Libert)", of 
which It is hoped this Country will forever avail 
itself. Even Governor Bernard cannot but own that 
the Convention discovcr'd "Moderation" and **a 
temperate Conduct", which is far from being incon- 
sistent with iru4 Fortitude '. But he is not willing 
that the Town of Boston should " asmnu the Merit 
of it ". They are very far from a Disposition thus 
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to assume : They arc content to have that Share of 
Merit which their beloved Countrymen are willing 
chey should have. And tho* he would insinuate to 
his Lordship with his usual Cunning, that there was 
at the Convention ^ii essential Difference of Senti- 
ments between the Town and the Country ; and that 
" inany of i/u Deputies came down with a Disposition 
aud Instructions to prevent the Bosioncrs (as he ele- 
gantly expresses himseir) involving the Province in 
the Consequences of their own mad Devices *; and 
that many of them "were from the beginning sensi- 
ble of the Impropriety and Danger of thi!% Proceed- 
ing"*; His Lordship, as "they printed what they 
[30] did", has no Doubt been since convinced, that 
they were uniUd in their Sentiments of the common 
Cause- 
But this verj' peaceable Proposal, the Governor 
thinks, exceeded the "Great Rebellion when it was 
at the highest, and the Confusion arising therefrom 
most urgent for some extraordinar)' Measures". 
Here is the Burden of the Song — fxiracnitnary 
Measures! And surely his Lordship must propose 
some vsry exiraordinary Measures to chastise a 
Xreattr than the Great Rebellion, even when it waft 
at the highest — Not content with pouring forth this 
Torrent of Zeal, the Governor still pres*(cs upon his 
Lordsliip; and azures him that ''unless it is pre* 
vented by some Power from without, not only the 
Crown Officers will be excluded ", but "every Ingre- 
dient of Royally" in the Government of the Prov- 
ince will be totally destroy "d — What Rhcionck ! to 
arrest his Lordships Attention, and hurT>' him on Co 
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conclude with the Governor. tKat "the Force already 
ordcr'd by General Gage, viz, t»'o Regiments, will 
not be sufficient".— In Order still to heighten the 
Ideas of an intended Rebellion, the Governor add«, 
" It \% now a great Question whether the King's 
Troops will l*e anflcrd to enter the Town or not'\ 
And ''the Design against the Castle t& now 9o well 
known that it is probable that the very Names of the 
People who were cnroU'd for that Ser^'icc to the 
Number of Five Hundred, or of the Chiefs of them 
will be discover'd " It is pretty remarkable the Gov- 
ernor in the former Part of this Letter infonn'd his 
Lordship, that he did not relate this very Account as 
a certain Fact ; his Sfwes must then make very quick 
Rotations, ^nd the Intelligence flow in very fast, to 
be so well assured of it before he concluded ; or the 
Governor must be so unfortunate, perhaps not having 
Time in the Multiplicity of his AiTairs, to keep a 
regular Diary, as to forget what he had wrote, and 
as we every now and then find it happens, in the 
" mjftJJimiimgs*' of his Zeal, to be inconsistent with 
himself. 

It would be t.ti endless Task to take particular No- 
lice of ev(^rj' false and injurious Repre-sentation con- 
tained in these voluminous Letters.* No one can 

* tttdeed it miffbt be BAld. lAf \cl^te Wirrtti Wiiuld nut contiUrk aU Uic 
RcflUArkft thAt rak^ht be jtiitlj oui'de upon tbcm. One instADCl bow* 
CVtT «cciD» to hftw been OTtrlookcd bj the Towa ; uid ^ft it U aa in- 
itA&cc of ifliponaB<«, it it hoped, its twinf nolic'd in the M^r^ia wiM 
001 be thoD^hl AffifM. The Gorcmor, after hA^ing prevAjJ'd lApon the 
CouBCil, ftt m very ihU Board, aod I7 a Majofit/ of O^e oat ol 00I7 
£Tnm GcatJcmen pfcieat, toadTiM lo the dealing ibc UanuUctarr- 
House in Boston, for the Rcceptioo of e Part of the two Inih Ke^^ 
Dieate Chen «xp«ct«d ; In hi* Letter to Lord HJIlit^^roogh of Nor. ift, 
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read thctn wiihout being [jij astoni^Vd at seeing a 
penion in so importam a Department as Governor 
Bernard gustain'd, descending in his Letters to [33] 
a Minister of State, to such Trifling Circumstances, 
and such slanderous Ckii-<kai: Boasting, aa he docs 
in one of his Letters of his entr-r marking those willi 
whom he was transacting publick Business; and in 



b« glTeft him AD Arctium Dftbe Scepa he hftd order'd for Thr Afitunul 
o/fAf /'fimi^itfeout of tb« Hoiia«. And it tea ma, th«1 Ibe C^vcraor^bj 
■ P«w«r which be b&i fuwurt/i'. &ppQiatc^ lh« Shciiff *nd two of lli> 
Dvpotipfl. BailifTs for the Governor anil Council, for the Purpose: 
The«# Fftmilies howevpf, refnt'd lo »obnnt to n/rA Authorllf, eTen 
tho' the Chief JuBtke himacif t\r\\df9f^^\dtd to go with tb« Sheriff, *ad 
i^iivx^d them to j^tc up the Hon«c. The Sheriff upon the tbfrd At- 
tempt aayi the Governor^ *' finding the Window Kt^^xx, ei^tcr'^d ; ppna 
whJch the Pe«ptc gAthcfcd about him And shut him np ; h« Ibm 
ntfufo It Siifiiwl, to a.a Officer vrho was wiihout, who (troHyU a /^rfp i>/ 
A>ldfn-t, who took Poaiesaioo of the Yju-d of th« Bdildiof . uid reHrvd 
the SherilTfrotn hU CoDSnooient "— Thia io the f^oT^rooi'* Account of 
the Matter ; but othet* (ive a ver^r different Acconat of it. ttod ■*? 
th«l thcSherilTatlemptod s/Otmo^'I^ Botry, and w«» (eai>t*d bf the 
People Within the Houae \ uid h; them f^nJjv Certain it la, th«t ooe of 
tbem commeDi:ed msx Action of Treipasa ajAinal Ihe SberifT; bat wbflt 
became of the Action the Recotda of the Court of Common Plern* wtll 
bc>t show : t1 ia alio certaio that an Oftcer, a Milit^ti-y Officer, waa 
without uid <ft lliinit : and upon a Sitnal fioni the SltccifT, hro't « 
Partj of Soldien, the whole Reg:ifDefit being Chen eocampe^l in Sight 
on t-he Common ; and the S*-fititr!t [not thv Inhabl'aola aa the Gover- 
nor a5aem^"kept the House brockaded all that Dap and be*l Pait ivf 
the next. " tt is further nrtijn, and it mar be at1e«iie4 bj the Oalha 
of diret* Per«oiia of Credit, that Offers were made to the Sheriff, of aul- 
Acient Aid in the i^ijiil Execution of bi* Ottcc, U fae would dlamiao the 
Troopa; Uleffkl Stepa being ml the aame Time ftvcepted agalnat— 
Cr««t Nombefi of People during Um Uriffi tm il may be property called, 
were collected iu the Stieet, whlcli l» a« apaciooa m» iu may Paitof the 
Town, but Vh# Covftmof nwna thof did no Mi4rhi«rf H' lnd<e«4 rcpre* 
••flto jt ia hta vtaol UuiBer. a» a OtiKAT klon (uwi^if'frrf <nM vhiu i>/ 
fV Chifft vf thr f0rfii7Ji, iatijnating tberebr a* in hit former Lottcra 
"mn intended Inviirrectioo ": The fseneralon thf other Hand Mijalhc 
Matter "occaeion'd a JtffJf £>wf ii rburtrri of do CooaequcAce "; but 
lAhet Ca^c CO add, thAl " it aefr'd to ahow a iuoai obMioAtc Spirit ^ 
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Oticr to prejudice the most resjieciable Bodie^i. 
meanly ^/M/flf from Individuals betonfpng co those 
Bodies, what has been dropd in the Course oi Busi- 
ness or D^^balc : Journaliiing every idle Report 
l>rout;;ht to him, and in short acting the Part of a 
Pimp rather than a Governor — As these Letters, 
bcinjj now made public, will be a monument o( Dis- 

OfipoaiUoA to «*#f7 MfH-miiit irfGoT«mmea(" The Gov^uor fiulbcr 
■■ft, cli« tahAbit&att '*w«r« irery ftbaalTC to lh« Soidltra"; — Tb« 
CoQtm? i« moat cortaialjr and fbrfdn'mi^/y tnic. Ho Mtj* ftlao, Tbit 
'*tho SoJdJ«r« vrrrp wUhdrawa oa tbe EtcoIoic of th« tecoBd D4kj ": 
Sater \% »hi>From Truth, Ui4t th« Giurdol Soldicrt towbotcCnatodr 
the Sheriff comoiitted the C^llu of the Houa«, whjch h« h^d (Ot the 
PoJMi«Mlao of, tet»t thdt post a m^j^i fo^KicT- Time ; ejul AppUCAU9> 
wu lUAde to diT*rt of hii Mtjcity'i J u>tic«« of the PeAC« lor their He- 
flUiTti by //»!? i\»r« y/ /j*r ne^r f Ar^f H'.rfc* after. Aad *ic»"' **>* Got- 
cniiu u^ tbac "thii Building wu kept filled with Ihe OntCAvt E>rtb* 
Workhou«r, 10 pt*««nt iti b«ing nfttd for tho Accocnmodftttaa of the 
Ktoc'i Tjoopn "; Which is coiitradJcted bj \h^ 0<tlKa of eiJ the Orec- 
•««r> of the Poor, wbu mutt havtr known it if It hkd )Kca ttat. for ibe 
Carp afld Girrpnim«nl of the Worlthoiiie i» by L&w vpitod in them. 
Tbi Tmth Is, the PcopLe Kkthercd upoo thii cvUeordidftry Occ*>ioii, 
htii were very peftcc^blc ; lome fcwitniarbe touurj latcliiKcncc to the 
Governof, hot \yf Ur the ffrcAtet Part, from Jt )u«t Ahhorrence of thie 
AfoOfure of (A^ivmrrtdnJ, to borrow the CeaereJ EsprcfteiOB, e^ mm 
Aiuuetj feu the E*eat of thie/nf vpnt unit itvtrw'd EGFort of MUiUiry 
TvvAMHVl TheGoT<»rnordecIer«ft. that the Coancil who were alem'd 
mt the Violeoce of thio Proceediogi muet here kaown that the Boirf 
'^ could not hAve bees raede without Force ; " aud he suffi^icatlT ex- 
plain* what vjrt of F-itvr he meant, in the Retion he g^vei. wtrj tFie 
Soldtc/B were withdrawn for that Time, which was. bc<ab>c **tbe 
BuiJdl&]f waj uot icnnicdiately wjuitcd", the Inab RciEuacota, lor 
whom it w»t deiia;ii'd, ■■ WAS jtr^tr-nifpit^ not heia^ j*flt arrit d.— P«- 
bape the Corernor giece thU Hnruniiljint^fit Accovnt to hi* L^rdabip 
to cocfim what he had before- aaid. that " Two ReifiOJcDtB were aot 
mufficieni to Awa Tuit Towk!— Thii Attack «poo the Sectirrty ol 
People's i>i4yUinj7 J/ou«M. wa* ae tdolfnt ae has ever beea kaown erts 
uodcf the iDoet dap^tick GoTcriuneDtat tho' happilr ft piotod luuuc 
ceiaful, Thliiioneaf thebH^Af frfi>KrjOf Bbrviabd'I Adniinittration: 
lit who with eo Aucb liaiidiai!at and osact lyofiHtt^ afforded the Aid 
efhia ^tLicuv, aad pRKjt^Do'D the Uatter, cUiva boweTet ^i» Share 
jn the AinalB of Fame. 
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grace ta ham, it cannot be supposd that any Honor 
can be denv'd from them, to those great Men to whom 
they were addressed, [33J 

Notwithstanding the Town have been obligd in 
Justice to themselves, to say Urns much in their own 
Vindication, we should yet be glad, that the ancient 
and happy Union between Great-Britain and this 
Country, which Governor Bernard has so industri- 
ously labor'd to interrupt, might be restor d. Some 
have indeed flatter'd themselves with the Prospect of 
it; as Intelligence is said to have been reccivd from 
Administration, that all the Revenue Acts would be 
repeal'd: But as it since appears by Lord Hills- 
borough's own Account, that nothing more is itt- 
tended, than the taking off the Duties on Paper 
Glass, and Painter's Colours, upon commercial Prin- 
ciples only ; if that is all, it will not give Satisfaction : 
It will not even relic\'c the Trade from the Burdens 
it labours under; much less will it remove the 
Grounds of Discontent, which runs thro' the Conti- 
nent, upon much higher Principles^ Their Rights 
are invaded by these Acts; therefore until) they are 
a// repeal'd, the Caus€ uf their just Complaints can* 
not be remov'd : In short, the Grievances which He 
heavily upon us, wc shall never think rcdress'd. till 
every Act. pass'd by the British Parliament for the 
express Purpose of raising a Revenue upon us with- 
out our Consent, is Repeal'd; till the American 
Board of Commissioncnt of the Customs is dissolved ; 
the Troops recaird, and Things are reslor'd to the 
State they were in before the late extraordinary' Meas- 
ures of Administration took Place, 
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Besides these Letters of Governor Bernard, we find 
ocher^ written by General Gage, and CoinnicMJorc 
Hood. And wc cannot but observe, that aliho" boih 
these Gentlemen were perfect Strangers in the Town, 
they have yet taken such extr^uirdinary Freedoms, 
and the General in particular has wrote in such a 
positive Strain, as must unavoidabty give high Dis- 
gust to ever)' Reader of Candor and Impartiality- — 
If th^rse Gtnclemcn rccciv'd the Character of the 
Town, or of any of its Individuals, from Governor 
Bernard, as wc arc ready to think they did, they must 
have l>een long l>f(ore convincd, if they knew any 
Thing ai all of the State of the Town, that the Gov- 
ernor was too deeply interested in tmsre^tutUimg, to 
be credited m a Point of that Importance ; and there- 
fore common Justice would have dictated a Suspen* 
sion of their publick Testimony to the Prejudice of a 
Community, till they could have had [34] the Oppor- 
tunity of doing it upon impartial Enquiry, or ii^'r 
ewH Observation — The Genera! seems to have early 
imbib'd some Sort of a Prejudice against a Town, that 
had been before prejudiced in his Favor: For the 
Governor in one of his Letters to Lord Hillsborough 
acquaints him, that the General ''had sent CapL 
Montresor from New York, to assist the Forces as 
Engnutr, and enable them to kf.cOver and maintain- 
the Castle, and such other Posts as they could secure ", 
upon Intelligence that the People in and about Bos-- 
ton had revolted. Now even the Gov, him&ell de- 
clares this to be a mistake, and says that Things were 
not quite "* so bad as that came to." — As there are two 
constant and regular Posts between this Town and 
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New-York, each of which carries Intelligence from the 
one to the other in the Course of a Week; and more 
especially as he tnighi reasonably expect aulhcntick 
Accounts of a Matter of such Importance, by Express 
in a shorter Time : it is strange, if the General's 
Mind vras unbiased, that he should so stronjjly rely 
upon private Advice, as to form his Measures from 
them, which the Governor asserts-^It was a Measure 
of Importance, as it issued, to the Town; for Col, 
Dalrymple who had the Command of the Regiments, 
from ihc Authority of these neu.^ Orders, as the Gov- 
ernor declares, iho't proper to alter the Plan, which 
was to land only one, and landed both the Rcgimenis 
in Boston without Loss of Time. Perhaps it was 
under the Impression of t\\^st private Advices, and 
"the Narrative of the Proceedings of llie Town 
Meeting", which the Governor ako mentions aii influ- 
ential on the General's Measures, and which possibly 
was a Narrative of the Governors crwn writing, that 
HO wrought upon the General's Imagination, as to in* 
duce him to give his Opinion to his Lordship that the 
" intentions of the Town were suspicious, and that 
he was hapi>)' the Troops from Halifax arriv'd at 
the Time they did"! These and many such like 
mnprcv&k^d Expressions are lobe found in the Let- 
ters of both these Gentlemen, and especially the 
Generals ; but as they partake of a full Portion of 
the Spirit of Governor Bernard's, and as the sen&e 
of this Province fully appears in the late spirited 
Resolves of the House of Representatives, we shall 
avoid troubling the Publtck with panicnlar Remarks 
upon them, and to borrow an Expression of great 
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Auih&riiy\ *' treat them with the Contempt ihey de- 
serve". [35] 

The Town of Boston, at thcirmecungbeforc-nien- 
tion'd, came into the following Resolutions, vxz. 

Resolved. That the Letters and Memorials of 
Governor Bernard and the Commissioners of the Cu** 
torn* in America, transmitted by them respectively to 
his Majest^^s Ministers, and laid before the Parlia- 
ment of Great-Britain, authcntick Copies of which are 
now before this Town ; had a Tendency to deceive 
the Ministry and lead them unavoidably to misinform 
hiB Majesty, with Regard to the Affections and 
Loyalty of his American subjects in general: And 
that the s^id Governor Bernard and the Coinmis* 
sioncrs have particularly, in their Letters and Mem- 
orials before-mentioned, [36]di3Cover'dan implacable 
Enmity to this Town, and the most virulent Endeav- 
ours to traduce it even to his Majesty himself: by 
Means whereof the Inhabitants ver^" sensibly feel the 
Displeasure of their Gracious Sovereign. 

RbsOlved, That this Town iiave Reason to rejotce in 
the Measure taken by the Honorable House of Repre* 
,sentatives,in the last Session of the General Assembly: 
by so seasonably preferring their Dutiful iind Loyal 
Petition to his Majesty, for the removal of Governor 
Bcrnardyl^r^'f^rfromtheGovemmeniof this Province; 
And the Town take this Opportunity to express their 
most ardent Wish ; that the Prayer of said Petition to 
his Majesty may be graciously heard and granted. 

Resolvep, That General Cage and Commodore 
Hood in their several Letters to his Majestys Mini^ 
ters and Servants, authentick Copies of which are 
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now before this Town, have discover'd an unreasonable 
Prejudice against the Town. And the General in 
particular, in declaring in his Letter to the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Hillsborough, one of his Majesty's 
Secrclaries of State that "tn Truth ihtrc was v€ry 
liitU Governmeni in Boston ; and in making Use of 
other Expressions aiikf s/verf, has done great Injus- 
tice to the [37] Town, and an irreparable Injury. 
And il is moreover the Opinion of the Town, that the 
Rtaiiiness he has discover'd to receive unfavorable 
Impressions of it, and the publick Testimony he was 
prevaird upon to bear against it, before he could 
have Time to make an impartial Enquiry. betrayVI '4\ 
want of Candor unh^Qomng his Station and Character. 
Resolved, That many of the Letters and Memor- 
ials aforesaid arc false, scandalous, and infamous 
Libels upon the Inhabitants of this Town, Province 
and Continent, of the most virulent and malicious, as 
well as dangerous and pernicious Tendency: And 
thai the Seleclnien be and hereby are directed to 
apply and complain to proper Authorit)\ that the 
wicked Authors of those incendiary Libels, may be 
proceeded with according to Law, and brought to 
condign Punishment.^ 

Tfae Rea4«r i« dctirc4 t« ccirvct th« Collvwiac, ud baj otbM Mb- 
tmk»i>f ih« Pr»B, 
P«^ 7- lin« 4, for if rf a4 in. 
P4CC il. JInc t frdm bottoca. for «ml*Mf, \n »ome of llie Co^i«»,— 



* Ttie lovn aIh '* Val«<l. Tb4l Mnim Ed«i ud Gill FiATt th< PtHatitic or 
the ^ndleMion fif th« Towu ol Dosuja from Ibt mtbT Ubc and myjciou* A>- 
penioM ctniainnl la Goreiuot BEruftnt, Aod oibcn Lvtlen Ac. u fUp<iitr>d 
bif the Conmifm "^Tlc Honit of K«p«t!i«TtUtft«K hid, <■» Jan* 3), |^« 
daicaiKd tbb fim to be poblic prinem- 
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TO DENNV3 DU BliRDT.' 



(H^. Snauol Ad&n* f^p«rv. vol. t.. Lcqok Ub«i>T. t t«JiU dAt«d Ki^t. 

10, I76g> »pp««r» kn W\ V. W«lli^ Z(/> d/ Sammti Adorns 

vol. Lh. pp, 9SI> 3#9.) 

s- 

I rcc* your fav* by M' Rccd. whose good Sense, 
agrcablc Conversation Sc poltCe B<?havior entitle hJni 
to very great respect & Esteem among the best part 
of the World. 

It is vriih Alston isli me nt & Indignation tliat tlie 
Americans contemplate the folly of the Bricisli Minis- 
try, in employing Troops which have heretofore been 
the Terror of the Enemies to Liberty, only to parade 
the Streets of Boston; & by their ridiculous merrj' 
Andrew Tricks to become the objects of the Con- 
tempt even of Women & Children. If the noble 
Corsicans were not worthy the least of ihcir Attention, 
surely they ought to have been alarmd at the large 
Strides which the french & Spaniards the inveterate 
foes to Britain, are making towards the recovery of 
their lost Territorys in America. Ont- Winter more 
trifled away, or worse than trifled in fruitless Endeav* 
ours to enslave a people, who are more than ever re- 
solvd to be free, may afford those powers the 
opportunity of completing a plan already begun, & 
finishing a Stroke in America which may awaken the 
Attention of Britain in vain. We tremble for her 
fate — we wish her prosperity — we hope she will soon 

' Od jiity 1$, \7^. Dc Dffr<I[ FuJ Wen tppomif d by Qm Hovm^BVoI f^i «!< 
jrar, but ht -liM hvlorp thpciplratbn of ihs xerm. On KoxvnbfTt. 1770. lli« 
HooM pa«»d (I moblion dtrectlng ih« [VyniVDl to h»» cxteuior of £7^ Iftc 
ierrlgM (ropL November^ 17O7. \<i Mav. 1770. ^ce «bofC ptct*, ^. 6t< 
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employ herself to much nobler purposes than picking 
up pins & pebbles. Those who have succeeded in 
their Endeavors to alienate the Affections of her Col- 
onies have servd her Enemies in the very point they 
could have wishd for, Britain may fall sooner than 
she is aware ; while her Colonies who are struggling 
for Liberty may survive her fate & tell the Story to 
their Childrens Children. 

1 conclude in haste 

Yours &c 



End of Volume L 
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